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Authors  PREFACE 


HERE  is  room  to  wonder,  that  whilft 


1  all  the  other  branches  of  furgery  were 
carried  to  fuch  a  height,  Midwifry  ftiould,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  be  entirely 
left  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  women ;  or  of 
furgeons,  of  whofe  fpecies  there  are  many  ftill 
in  the  provinces,  whofe  only  refuge  in  diffi¬ 
cult  labours  confifted  in  an  inftrument  unfkil- 
fully  managed,  that  always  killed  the  child, 
and  often  expofed  the  woman  to  imminent 
danger.  Here  I-  cannot  help  refledting  on  the 
ftrange  condudt  of  thofe  that  firft  applied  to 
furgery ;  that  part  of  it,  furely,  fhould  have  firft 
been  cultivated  that  gives  being  to  all  men,  and 
who  muft  firft  be  born,  before  any  operation 
can  be  performed  on  them. 

There  is  no  occafion  to  look  very  far  back, 
to  prove  what  I  advance  with  regard  to  the 
old  pradtitioners  in  Midwifry ;  if  we  do  but 
look  into  the  works  of  Ambrofe  Parb,  Guille-- 
meau^  Peter  Paul  BienaJJis^  of  the  town  of 
PoiSlierSy  printed  in  the  year  1602,  and  fe- 
veral  others,  we  fliall  foon  fee  that  the  pradtice 
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of  Midwifry  was  far  from  having  reached  the 
.perfedion  it  has  been  brought  to  by  the  care 
and  application  of  the  moderns :  To  inftance 
in  one  particular  only  ;  whenever  a  child  pre- 
fented  in  a  wrong  Situation,  they  endeavoured 
to  place  it  right  again,  inftead  of  bringing  it 
away  by  the  feet,  as  is  the  prefent  fuccefsful 
"pradlice. 

Several  furgeons,  more  knowing  than  their 
predeceffors,  refledling  on  the  errors  of  for¬ 
mer  ages,  have  wrote  of  this  art  with  fome- 
what  more  fuccefs ;  but  they  have  fo  little  re¬ 
gard  to  order  in  their  Vv^orks,  and  the  whole  is 
fo  confufed,  that  there  were  no  certain  rules  to 
go  by,  till  Mauriceau  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
he  being  the  firfl:  that  treated  it  with  order,  clear- 
nefs  and  erudition.  I  fhould  have  forbore  treat¬ 
ing  of  this  fubjedt  after  fo  learned  a  man,  but 
that  I  believe  we  may  have  the  fame  thoughts 
about  our  prefent  age,  that  Seneca  had  about 
his,  that  all  true  things  have  not  yet  been 
fpoke.  I  alfo  flatter  myfelf,  as  Mr.  Peu  fays, 
in  the  book  he  wrote  fome  years  after  Mau-’ 
riceau^  that  I  have  found  out  fome  things  in 
this  art,  that  were  unknown  before  \  and  in¬ 
deed  it  is  time  only,  that  by  more  or  lefs  con- 
fiderable  additions,  brings  arts  and  fciences  to 
perfedlion. 

According  to  Meflf.  Mauriceau  and  Peu^  it 
is  impofiible  to  pradtice  Midwifry  with  fuccefs, 
without  having  been  employed  at  Paris  in  the 
lying-in  ward  at  the  Hotel-Dieu,  It  is  certain, 
that  this  hofpital  is  the  beft  fchool  in  Europe 
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for  furgeons,  and  I  lliould  have  been  very  glad 
to  have  been  admitted  to  be  prefent  at  labours^ 
during  the  five  years  that  I  was  employed  in 
that  houfe  ;  but  there  being  but  one  furgeon 
charged  with  that  function,  and  it  being  a 
place  that  goes  by  favour,  I  was  forced  to  reft 
contented  with  following,  in  the  quality  of 
topic  the  phyficians  that  attended  there  alter¬ 
nately  for  two  months  in  the  year  :  And  thus 
I  followed,  during  fix  months,  Dr.  de  Bourges^ 
Oxon^  and  Morin  y  during  which  time  I  ob- 
ferved  carefully  the  condudt  thofe  gentlemen 
kept  towards  new  laid  women  :  Thus  I  made 
up,  in  fome  fort,  for  my  want  of  recommen¬ 
dation  ^  but  I  can  protefl:,  that  during  thofe 
fix  months,  there  was  but  one  extraordinary 
cafe,  wherein  the  prefence  of  the  furgeon  was 
thought  requifite  ;  which  was  a  child  that  ftuck 
in  the  paffage,  and  that  came  forth  at  laft  with¬ 
out  any  other  help  but  that  of  patience  5  and 
yet  in  that  time  there  were  between  three  and 
four  hundred  women,  moft  of  whom  were 
delivered  by  the  women  pupils,  and  few  of 
them  by  Madame  de  la  Marche^  then  head 
midwife  of  the  hofpital.  I  judged  from  thence, 
tliat  either  thofe  authors  attended  there  at  a 
time  very  different  from  mine,  or  that 
they  enlarge  conliderably  as  to  the  number 
of  deliveries  they  mention  to  have  perform¬ 
ed.  However,  though  I  have  not  had  the 
good  fortune  to  pradlice  in  the  Hotel-Dieii^ 

a  3  Heaven 

Topic  is  he  that  follows  the  phyfician,  and  writea, 
down  what  he  preferibes  for  the  patients. 
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Heaven  has  notwithftanding  bleffed  my  labours 
with  fqccefs  j  and  by  joining  reading  to  prac¬ 
tice,  obfervations  to  reading,  and  reflexions  to 
obfervations,  I  foon  acquired  more  reputation 
than  I  could  have  hoped  for,  having  often  per¬ 
formed  three  or  four  deliveries  in  a  day  with 
fuccefs,  in  any  fituation  of  the  child,  and 
without  the  help  of  the  crotchety  or  any  other 
dangerous  inftrument.  As  for  the  crotchety  I 
have  not  ufed  it  twice  for  thefe  thirty  years, 
.  having  always  fubftituted  a  better  method  in 
its  room  ;  and  amongft  the  great  number  of 
women  I  have  laid  for  thirty  or  forty  leagues 
round,  there  is  not  one  that  is  troubled  with 
any  diforder  that  can  be  attributed  to  any  ill 
management.  I  never  refufed  my  afliftance 
to  any  woman,  tho’  reduced  never  fo  low ; 
which  Mauriceau  calls,  wajling  the  remedy. 

For  further  proof,  that  it  is  not  abfolutely 
neceflfary  to  have  pradticed  in  the  HoteUDieu  to 
be  a  perfe£t  man  midwife,  let  us  but  caft  our 
eyes  upon  Mr.  Clement^  who  excels  all  the 
furgeons  of  his  age  in  that  art,  and  yet  was 
never  employed  in  that  hofpitah 

If  I  have  never  performed  the  cafarean  ope¬ 
ration,  it  is  not  on  account  of  its  being  con¬ 
demned  -by  Mauriceau^  and  rejected  by  Mr. 
Peu  V  but  becaufe  the  art  is  brought  at  prefent 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfedion,  that  there  is 
very  feldom  any  occafiori  to  perform  it ;  but 
if  an  ill  conformation  was  to  hinder  the  intr6- 
dudion  of  my  hand,  I  Ihould  make  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  put  it  in  pradice ;  the  feveral  women 

on 
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on  whom  it  has  been  performed,  and  who 
have  recovered  from  it,  fufficiently  warranting 
the  poffibility  of  it. 

Thofe  that  ufe  the  hands  unfkilfiillv,  and 
entirely  ignorant  of  what  they  are  about,  are 
no  lefs  to  blame  than  thofe  who  ufe  the 
crotchet.  I  have  met  with  fuch  fcenes,  the 
very  remembrance  of  which  fills  me  with  hor-^ 
ror ;  feveral  women  perifhing  with  floodings^ 
brought  on  by  the  rough  ufage  they  have  un¬ 
dergone  ;  others  fo  lacerated  and  tore,  that  the 
very  inteftines  have  made  their  way  out  thro" 
the  vagina  ^  fometimes  the  placenta  has  been 
left  whole,  or  in  part,  with  the  uterus  inverted ; 
children  maimed  and  half  extradled  5  in  fome 
the  head,  in  fome  the  arms  or  legs  tore  off  j 
in  others  the  whole  body,  and  the  head  left 
behind.  I  can  neverthelefs  affirm,  that  I  was 
never  induced  out  of  a  wrong  policy,  to  for- 
fake  one  Angle  woman  in  thefe  deplorable 
conditions ;  but  by  my  application  and  labour, 
have  faved  feveral  of  them,  who  muft  other- 
wife  have  perifhed  miferably. 

What  principles  I  have  laid  down  in  my 
general  rules,  I  have  carefully  kept  to  in  my 
obfervations  *,  another  method  would  confound 
the  young  furgeon,  putting  him  at  a  ftand, 
which  road  to  take. 

I  have  always  conformed  myfelf  to  nature, 
which  fometimes  by  a  fudden  happy  change,- 
brings  to  good  iflue  a  labour  that  was  but  juft 
before  defperate ;  the  contrary  too  often  hap¬ 
pens,  and  a  labour  that  gave  the  beft  profpedt 

a  4  ill 
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in  its  beginning,  may  prove  at  laft  a  very  la-^ 
borious  one,  nothing  being  fo  variable  and 
uncertain  as  labours. 

Tho*  anatomy  has  been  aWays  my  chief 
delight,  I  touch  upon  it  but  very  flightly  in 
this  treatife,  'taking  it  for  granted,  that  my 
reader  would  not  apply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  midvvifry  before  he  was  fufficiently  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  parts  of  generation. 

For  the  lame  reafon  I  have  omitted  giving 
any  plates  of  thofe  parts,  as  they  tend,  by  their 
loofe  reprefen tations  to  corrupt  the  manners  of 
young  people.  They  would,  indeed,  admit  of 
fome  fort  of  excufe,  if  after  the  manner  of 
the  Turks^  with  whom  the  learned  in  the  law 
are  alone  allowed  to  read  their  books,  tbofe  I 
fpeak  of  were  trulled  into  the  hands  of  furgeons 
onlv. 

Looking  upon  the  reprefentations  of  the 
different  fitiiations  of  the  child  in  the  uterus^ 
and  the  various  circumvolutions  of  the  navel- 
ftring  round  it,  as  of  no  figniiicancy,  I  have 
omitted  giving  any.  I  leave  out  an  infinite 
number  of  precautions  ufually  given  by  au¬ 
thors,  having  found  them  groundlefs.  My 
chief  aim  has  been  to  relate  my  obfervations 
exadly  in  the  manner  I  made  them ;  and  left 
I  Ihould  tire  the  reader  with  ufelefs  repetitions, 
I  have  feldom  related  more  than  one  or  two 
pf  them  in  each  chapter,  except  when  there 
has  been  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  more.  I 
have  been  particular  as  to  time  and  place,  to 
'  preyent 
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prevent  in  fome  fort  the  truth  of  them  from 
being  called  in  queftion. 

I  have  made .  fome  reflexions  to  follow  the 
obfervations ;  in  which  I  have  explained  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  might  occur  in  the  obfervations, 
and  the  means  to  get  the  better  of  them.  There 
you  will  meet  with  methods  of  adting,  and  pre¬ 
cepts  quite  contrary  to  thofe  of  Men  of  very 
great  repute  ;  But  I  would  not  have  the  reader, 
imagine  that  I  mention  thefe  out  of  oflenta- 
tion,  ’tis  truth  engages  me  to  it.  I  made  ob¬ 
fervations  for  twenty-five  years  with  much  care 
and  application ;  then  I  made  reflexions  upon 
what  I  had  obferved.  But  I  fet  quite  a  different 
value  upon  the  fiifl  than  the  lafl ;  obfervations 
are  real  permament  things ;  reflexions,  or  the 
conclufions  which  are  drawn  from  them,^  may 
filter,  and  I  have  altered  them  myfelf  on  fe- 
veral  cccafions,  being  induced  thereto  by  new 
obfervations,  made  with  more  exadnefs  than 
the  former. 

As  I  live  in  the  extremity  of  a  province, 
furrounded  by  the  fea  almoft  on  every  fide,  and 
pradtice  chiefly  without  phyficians  or  furgeons 
to  confult  with,  I  am  forced  to  ufe  the  means 
which  good  fenfe  and  reflexion  furnifli  me  with 
to  help  nature,  without  fubmitting  blindfold 
to  all  the  rules  generally  received. 

I  have  fet  down  my  thoughts  and  obferva¬ 
tions  in  the  beft  manner  I  could,  having  lefs 
pretence  to  learning  than  experience.  I  hope 
this  confeflion  will  not  make  me  lofe  the 
efleem  of  my  reader,  but  will  engage  him  to 
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mind  the  fubjedl  itfelf  before  its  regularity,  or 
'  the  choice  of  words.  If  here  and  there  I 
mention  things  that  feem  to  be  above  my  ca¬ 
pacity,  it  is  not  out  of  oftentation,  but  with 
a  view  of  laying  down  fads  before  natural 
philofophers,  on  which  they  may  ground  their 
iyftems,  and  gradually  come  at  the  knowledge 

of  the  moft  hidden  caufes  of  difeafes :  where- 
%  . 

by  phyficians  may  be  enabled  to  find  out  re¬ 
medies,  or  to  explain  the  effed  of  thofe  that 
are  already  found  out  t  I  am  Ipeaklng  here  of 
the  difeafes  incident  to  women,  when  with 
child,  in  labour^  and  in  their  lying-in ;  and  it 
were  much  for  the  publick  good,  if  fome  phy- 
ficians,  as  fome  furgeons  do,  made  Midwifry 
their  particular  ftudy ;  and  by  their  ading  in 
concert,  women,  in  all  the  dangerous  acci¬ 
dents  that  befal  them  in  thofe  three  ftates, 
would  be  affifted  with  much  more  efficacy. 
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y/  S  J  cannot  expert  that  the  publick  Jhould 
rely  on  the  judgment  that  1  make  of  La 
Motte,  and  as  the  necejjity  of  his  being 
tranfated  into  Englifli  might  be  called  in  que^ 
flion^  was  it  done  by  my  foie  choice^  I  think  it 
necejfary  to  acquaint  them^  that  I  undertook  this 
work  at  the  injligatidn^  I  might  fay^  requejl  of 
a  gentleman^  whofe  judgment  in  matters  relating 
to  Midwifry^  cannot  be  called  in  quejiion ;  a  gen¬ 
tleman^  who  is  not  fatisfied  with  being  fervicea- 
ble  to  mankind  by  his  own  labours^  but  with  in¬ 
defatigable  induflry  fludies  to  enable  others  to 
be  as  ferviceable  as  himfelf  and  communicates 
knowledge  with  furprijing  ingenuity  :  None  need 
be  informed  that  I  mean  Dr,  Smellie,  whofe  ex¬ 
cellent  lebiures  diffufe  knowledge  through  all  the 
different  parts  of  this  ’kingdonty  and  will  foon 
caufe  France  to  ceafe  being  our  rival  in  this 
branch  of  furgery^  as  it  has  long  ceafed  being 
fo  in  all  the  other  branches  of  it. 
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“The  loquacity  of  the  French  in  converfation, 
alfo  infeBs  their  writings ;  the  very  bejl  authors 
amongfl  -them  fall  into  this  national  fault ;  La 
Mbtte  is  not  exempt  from  it^  not  to  fay  more 
faulty  'than  others  j  wherefore  1  have  not  always 
fcrupuloufy  kept  to  his  manner  of  exprefing  him- 
felf  but  have  often  taken  the  liberty  of  snaking 
his  thoughts  my  own^  and  exprefing  myfelf  my 
own  way  ;  tirefome  repetitions^  and  digreftons 
quite  foreign  to  the  purpofe  I  ^  have  entirely 
left  out^  as  alfo  fome  whole  chapters^  which 
to  an  Englifh  Protejlant  reader  had  been  of 
no  fignificancy ^  being  rather  points  of  cafuiflry 
than  Midwifry ;  as  where  he  gives  the  anjki^er 
of  the  doBors  of  the  Sorbonne  to  this  queflion ; 
Whether  it  is  confifient  with  the  Cbrijlian  re¬ 
ligion  to  kill  the  child'  in  bringing  it  into  the  ' 
world  to  fave  the  mother  s  life^  when  both  other- 
wife  mu  ft  infallibly  perif^  which  was  anfwered 
by  thofe  doBors  in  the  negative.  I  have  alfo 
here  and  there  joined  two  chapters  into  one,  there 
being  no  real  differ ence  betwixt  them,  and  yet  it 
being  necefary  to  keep  them  both  in,  on  account 
of  the  cafes,  and  ref  eB ions  upon  thofe  cafes, 
which  had  fomething  in  them  not  to  be  met  with 
in  any  other  part  of  the  work',  mfine,  my  whole 
aim  has  been  to  reduce  the  fize  of  the  book  as 
much  as  pofible,  without  leaving  out  one  fingle 
?naterial  thing  to  be  learnt.  Dr.  SmelHe  did 
me  the  favour  all  along  to  compare  the  tranfa- 
tion  with  the  original,  and  carefully  examined 
that  nothing  ifefiil  might  be  left  out,  and  no¬ 
thing  ufelefs  retained. 

T  hope 


The  Tranflator’s  Preface.  .  xiii 

I  hope  the  reader  will  not  examine  with  too 
much  flridlnefs^  the  language  I  make  uje  of  my 
being  brought  up  in  Paris  from  my  very  youth^ 
a?2d  not  learning  the  Engliih  language  but  within 
thefe  few  years,  conflitute  me  a  foreigner,  thd 
born  in  the  metropolis  of  this  kingdom  \  in  fpife 
of  all  my  endeavours  a  phrafe  here  and  there  may 
perhaps  retain  fomething  of  the  French  air,  thd  in 
an  Englifli  drefs  \  but  if  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
author  is  underfood,  and  that  eafily  (which  I 
hope  will  be  the  cafe)  the  chief  aim  is  fully  aU 
tained. 
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CHAPTER  L 

Delivery  is,  and  how  many  forts  of  if. 

Y  Delivery^  is  meant -the  coming  forth  of  the 
child  out  of  the  mother’s  womb. 

Of  this  there  are  three  forts ;  the  natural^ 
lefs  natural^  and  that  againft  nature. 

A  natural  'Delivery  is  that  where  the  child  is  born 
at  the  end  of  nine  months,  with  fcarce  any  other 
help,  but  that  of  stature. 

The  lefs  natural  is  that  vdiere  there  are  fome 
obflruclions  to  the  difpofition  of  nature  to  finiih  her 
work,  which  make  the  labour  long  and  difficult ; 
but  thefe  things  admitting  of  redrefs,  the  labour 
goes  on  well  afterwards. 

The  Delivery  againft  7tature  is  that,  where  the 
woman  cannot  bring  forth  without  help,  ■ 
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To  give  a  notion  of  thefe  three  forts  of  ’Deliveries 
,  in  particular,  we  mud:  not  only  treat  of  what  may 
happen  during  the  woman’s  pregnancy,  but  alfo  of 
her  difpofition  to  become  pregnant,  and  end  with 
the  accidents  which  happen  during  and  Delivery . 
I  thought  it  right  to  begin  by  fhowing  the  manner 
of  helping  women  in  natural  ;  then  in 

thofe  which  are  againft  nature  in  general  as  I 
have  put  in  pra6lice  one  or  other  of  thefe  Deliveries 
in  all  the  different  periods  of  pregnancy  :  then  I 
fhall  come  to  the  particulars  which  are  the  fubjedl 
of  this  treatife. 


CHAP.  II. 


Of  natural  Deliveries. 

H  E  time  of  pregnancy  being  compleated. 


many  figns  make  the  woman  fenfible  of  the 


approach  of  labour  ;  the  fubftance  of  the  after¬ 
birth,  of  the  waters,  and  the  child,  having  reached 
to  their  utmoll  period,  and  the  womb  having 
acquired  its  utmoft  degree  ofextenfion,  their  weight 
are  very  uneafy,  making  her  belly  bear  down,  and 
walking  to  be  troublefome  ;  there  is  an  indolence 
in  all  her  a6fions,  a  wearinels  in  her  legs  and  arms, 
and  fome  (light  pains  about  the  loins.  The  child’s 
head,  which  now  bears  downwards,  prefTes  the 
bladder  by  its  bulk,  and  caufes  a  frequent  difcharge 
of  urine  ;  and  at  lafl:  a  glairy  humour  which  flows 
from  the  lower  parts  difpofe  her  for  labour,  its 
undfuous  and  lubrifying  quality  making  the  paflTage 
more  foft  and  yielding. 
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Observation  I. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  November^  in  the  year 
1684,  a  merchant’s  wife  of  this  town  fent  for 
me  to  conlult  me  about  all  the  complaints  juft 
now  fpecified,  which  foe  had  laboured  under 
for  fome  days.  I  aftured  her,  that  all  thefe 
flight  inconveniencies  denoted  labour  to  be  near 
at  hand.  The  pains  increafed  at  that  inftant. 
I  touched  her  with  a  finger  dipped  in  oil,  and 
found  the  v/aters  ready  prepared,  which  being 
pufoed  in  great  plenty  before  the  head  of  the  child, 
during  the  force  of  the  pains,  hindered  me  from 
the  knowledge  of  its  fituation.  I  was  forced  to 
ftay  till  the  pain  was  off,  when  I  touched  the  head 
thro^  the  membranes,  which  appeared  very  near, 
and  all  in  fuch  a  dilpofition  as  to  make  us  exped  the 
chfid  at  the  next  pain.  I  made  a  fort  of  flanting- 
bed  near  the  fire,  and  caufed  her  to  lie  down  on 
her  back  ;  a  cloth  in  four-double  was  laid  under 
her  loins,  a  hollow  formed  under  the  hips  j  her 
knees  were  removed  from  one  another,  with  her 
heels  drawn  backwards,  the  feet  refting  on  fome- 
thing  folid  ;  a  cloth  was  laid  over  her  knees  for  a 
covering,  and  two  women,  one  on  each  fide  with 
one  hand  kept  the  knees  afunder,  whilft  with  the 
other  they  had  hold  of  the  cloth  which  was  under 
the  loins,  to  be  ready  to  raife  ’em  when  requifite, 

I  ordered  her,  at  the  fame  time,  to  take  hold  of 
the  fides  of  the  mattrefs  with  both  hands,  and  to 
pufo  downwards.  The  pains  came  on  fo  brifl^ly, 
that  I  had  but  juft  time  to  take  thefe  precautions, 
and  receive  the  child.  The  wT.ole  did  not  take  up 
a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
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R  e  f  l  e  X  I  o  n. 

All  the  figns  I  gave  at  firft  being  doubtful,  touch- 
ing  alone,  which  is  the  introdu<5lion  of  the  finger 
into  the  vagina^  can  afilire  us  how  things  are.  This 
way  we  are  enabled  to  judge  whether  a  real  labour  is 
at  hand  ;  the  Os  internum  being  then  dilated,  and  the 
waters  prepared,  filling  the  membranes  extremely, 
and  prefenting  themfelves  at  the  bottom  of  the  va¬ 
gina  *,  for  when  thefe  marks  are  not  to  be  found, 
we  may  reft  afifured  that  labour  has  no  part  in  what¬ 
ever  fymptoms  may  be  prefent. 

’Tis  in  general  to  nopurpofe  to  touch  the  woman 
during  her  pains,  to  know  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
becaufe  at  that  time  the  waters  are  pufhed  down 
before  it  with  fo  much  force,  and  in  fo  great  a 
quantity,  that  they  hinder  our  information,  which 
we  can  come  at  only  when  the  pains  are  off,  be¬ 
caufe  then  the  waters  have  quite  a  different  ten¬ 
dency  ;  and  inftead  of  being  pufhed  down,  as  du¬ 
ring  the  pains,  being  forced  down  by  the  com- 
preffion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  and  diaphragm^ 
thefe  fame  parts  recover  their  natural  fituation, 
and  the  waters  return  confequently  to  their  former 
ftate  ",  and  this  alternate  motion  of  precipitation 
and  retrogradation  is  continued  till  a  pain  happens 
ftrong  enough  to  break  the  membranes,  and  dif- 
charge  the  waters  *,  then  the  furgeon  may  know 
exaclly  what  part  the  child  prefents. 

Oftentimes  a  v/oman,  in  a  natural  labour^  is  fud- 
denly  taken  without  being  forewarned  by  any  of 
the  ufual  figns.  I  have  often  been  fent  for  to  wo¬ 
men,  my  very  next  neighbours,  whom  I  have  found 
delivered^  notwithftanding  all  the  hafte  I  could  make, 
and  tho’  fent  for  at  the  very  firft  pain. 


Obs E  R 


A  general  Treatife  M  i  d  w  i  f  r  y .  5 

Observation  II. 

The  feventh  of  December  1684,  I  was  fetch’d  to 
lay  a  lockfmith’s  wife,  my  very  next  neighbour  ; 
happening  to  be  at  my  door,  I  immediately  went 
in  to  her,  but  found  her  entirely  delivered^  the  firfl 
pain  not  being  followed  by  any  more,  nor  pre¬ 
ceded  by  any  figns  which  might  have  made  us  ex- 
pedt  what  happened.  There  was  nothing  elfe  for 
me  to  do,  but  to  tie  the  navel-firing  ;  the  woman 
took  care  of  herfelf,  going  to  bed  without  any  other 
help,  and  found  herfelf  no  more  difordpred,  than 
if  fhe  had  not  lain  in  at  all. 

Reflex  I  o,N. 

Wc  fee  that  wife  and  prudent  nature,  for  the 
mod  part,  does  not  require  all  thofe  pretended 
helps  which  a  furgeon  or  midwife  drive  to  give, 
more  out  of  ignorance  or  pride,  than  necefiity  : 
but  tho’  nature  ought  not  to  be  didurbed  in  her 
work,  yet  the  prefence  of  furgeons  or  midwives  is 
necedary,  to  be  ready  at  hand,  as  their  afiidance 
may  happen  to  be  wanted. 

CHAP.  III. 

i  ■ 

Of  Deliveries  againfl  nature, 

A  Delivery  againd  nature  is  that  which  cannot  be 
accomplifhed  v/ithout  help. 

This  is'  as  hard  and  laborious,  as  the  natural  is 
eafy,  and  calls  for  all  the  fkill  and  prefence  of 
mind  a  furgeon  is  capable  of. 

As  the  arm  is  the  mod  evident  part  a  child  can 
prefent,  and  there  is  no  fituation  which  more 
plainly  calls  for  the  adidance  of  a  furgeon  ,  this 
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very  cafe  I  will  pitch  upon  to  be  the  fubje6l  of  this 
general  chapter.  The  firft  thing  I  do  here,  is  tq 
inform  myfelf  as  far  as  I  can,  whether  the  child  be 
dead  or  alive,  becaufe  the  precautions  requifite 
differ  accordingly  ;  then  I  make  up  a  little  bed,  or 
life  the  woman’s  ufual  one,  adjufting  it  crofs-ways, 
or  at  the  feet,  after  the  fame  manner  as  in  a  natural 
Delivery. 

Now  I  flrip  in  niy  fhirt,  and  tuck  up  my  fleeves  % 
(the  nails  mufl  be  fhort  and  fmooth,  and  the  hand 
dipped  in  oil,  or  befmeared  with  frefh  butter,  for 
its  eafier  introdudlion)  then  I  pufh  up  the  arm  that 
prefented,  if  it  can  be  done  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  otherwife  I  fuffer  it  to  be  out,  ‘  and  Aide  my 
hand  along  it,  to  feek  for  the  feet  I  join  them  to¬ 
gether,  and  draw  them  down  to  the  paffage,  and 
when  the  child’s  face  is  downwards,  which  is  known 
by  the  heels  being  tov/ards  the  mother’s  belly,  I 
iiniili  the  Delivery,  If  the  reverfe  happens,  in 
drawing  down  the  feet  and  legs,  I  turn  it  gently 
as  it  comes  forward,  that  ij:  may  be  in  a  right  fitua- 
tion,  when  it  is  come  forth  at  mod  as  far  as  the 
loins ;  for  was  it  to  advance  with  its  face  upward 
as  far  as  the  neck,  it  would  then  be  very  difficult 
to  pufli  it  up,  and  by  endeavouring  to  finiffi  the 
Delivery  in  this  bad  fituation,  the  child  would  dick 
by  the  chin  on  the  Os  Pubis^  and  be  in  great  dan¬ 
ger  of  having  its  body  torn  away  from  the  head  ; 
if  the  child  is  too  flippery,  I  wrap  it  up  in  a  cloth, 
and  draw  it  out  as  far  as  the  arm-pits,  and  pull 
down  the  arms  one  after  another. 

If  the  head  makes  any  refidance,  as  it  often 
happens,  I  Aide  my  hand  Aat-ways  under  the 
chin,  and  introduce  my  Anger  into  the  mouth  •, 
then  draw  gently,  pulling  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  other  hand  placed  above  the  neck,  adling  with 
them  alternately,  but  rather  harder  vAth  that  above 
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the  neck,  for  fear  of  hurting  the  lov/erjaw.  This 
way  has  always  fucceeded  with  me. 

As  for  the  fituation  you  ought  to  keep,  an  artifl: 
fhould  ufe  that  which  he  finds  mofl;  convenient. 

’Tis  ufelefs  for  me  to  give  you  the  qualities  re- 
quifite  in  a  furgeon  that  pradlifes  Midwifry.  As  for 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  hand  and  length  of  the  fingers, 
I  am  far  from  looking  on  them  as  necefiary,  having 
been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  late  Mr.  Mingot^ 
of  the  city  of  Caen^  who  was  an  excellent  artifi:,  not- 
withftanding  his  large  thick  hand. 

Observation  III. 

The  twelfth  of  May  1684,  I  went  to  lay  the  wife 
of  a  fton  e-cutter,  in  theparifhof  a  league 

from  this  town.  The  child’s  arm  was  come  out  as 
far  as  the  elbow  *,  I  placed  the  woman  in  a  proper 
fituation  at  the  bed’s  feet,  flid  my  hand,  dipt  in  oil, 
along  the  arm,  then  fought  for  the  feet,  which  I 
found  pretty  eafily,  and  drew  towards  the  pafiTage, 
finding  that  the  child’s  face  lay  upwards,  by  the 
pofiure  of  the  toes  and  being  quite  confirmed 
in  this,  as  I  drew  it  further  down,  I  took  its 
two  legs,  and  with  one  turn  of  the  hand,  changed 
this  dangerous  fituation  into  one  of  the  mofl:  eaf)\ 
by  turning  its  face  downw^ards,  and  then  finifhed 
the  work  prefently.  After  this  I  delivered  htv  of 
the  after-burthen,  and  both  mother  and  child  did 
very  well. 


Re  F  L  E  X  I  O.N. 

Tho’  this  child’s  arm  had  been  out  above  four 
hours  when  I  came,  as  the  midwife  had  not  tried 
to  finifh  the  Delivery^  but  had  fuffered  the  woman 
to  lie  quiet  without  meddling  with  her,  I  found 
things  in  fo  lucky  a  fituation,  that  I  had  not  the 

B  4  lead 
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lead  trouble  in  fini thing  the  work.  Befides,  fhe 
had  no  pains,  which  was'  one  of  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tages  I  could  willi  for,  becaufe,  during  the  pains, 
it  is  almoil  impoffible  to  introduce  the  hand  into 
the  being  continually  hindered  by  the  drug¬ 

gies  of  the  woman  ;  and  if  we  have  introduced  it, 
v/e  are  forced  to  draw  it  out,  till  the  pains  be  over  ; 
for  the  corppreffion  the  hand  fuffers  at  that  time, 
hinders  it  from  adfing,  the  adlion  of  the  mufcles 
being  fpoiled  by  the  preffure  upon  the  nerves. 

As  foon  as  I  had  laid  hold  of  the  child^s  feet,  I 
found  they  were  nor  in  a  proper  fituation,  but  the 
waters  being  long  come  away,  the  womb  was  fo 
contrabied,  and  enclofed  the  child  fo  ftriclly,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  pull  him  down  in  that  fituation, 
which  however  I  have  many  times  changed,  when 
i  came  before  the  waters  were  come  away  j  becaufe 
at  that  time  there  is  room  enough  for  the  furgeoii 
to  move  about  the  child  as  he  pleafes, 

Obse  rvation  IV. 

The  feventeenth  of  January  1706,  the  fame  mid¬ 
wife  fent  for  me  to  the  fame  town  to  lay  a  woman 
llie  was  with.  I  immediately  went  *,  but  notwith- 
ffanding  all  the  hafte  I  made,  I  did  not  come  be¬ 
fore  the  child  was  dead  ;  in  truth,  he  wasfo  before 
the  midwife  fent  for  me.  I  found  this  poor  child, 
who  at  firtf  had  prefen  ted  the  right  arm,  flicking 
by  the  chin  upon  the  Os  Pubis^  the  reft  of  the  body 
having  come  forward  with  all  the  eafe  imaginable, 
by  the  help  of  the  midwife;  who  fought  for  the 
feet ;  but  'having  riegleded  the  turn  rpquifite  to 
place  its  face  downwards,  which  happened  to  lay 
upwards,  it  died  in  this  place;  'by*  the  efforts  ftie 
untimely  made  to  draw  it  away.  The  verubr^ 
of  the  neck  were  diilocated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  head  held  only  by  the  mufcles  and  integuments, 

which 
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which  made  the  finifhing  of  this  Delivery  very  difB- 
cult,  but  I  fuGceeded  at  laft.  To  this  purpofe  I 
introduced  my  finger  into  the  child’s  mouth,  then 
gently  ptifhed  back  the  head,  and  removed  it  far 
enough  from  the  Os  Puhis^  to  be  able  to  turn  it  a 
little  to  one  fide,  and  by  this  means  I  finifhed  the 
work  with  more  eafe  and  fuccels  than  I  diirfl  have 
expedled  at  firft.  I  took  away  the  after-birth,  an4 
ordered  how  the  woman  fhould  be  treated  after¬ 
wards,  which  fo  well  agreed  with  her,  diat  fhe  got 
up  in  a  fortnight  in  perfed  health. 

Reflexion. 

This  midwife  having  feen  me  lay  the  firfl  woman 
with  fo  much  eafe,  thought  fhe  could  do  as  much  ^ 
but  omitting  the  turning,  fell  into  this  fhocking 
accident. 

The  after-burthen  is  generally  very  eafy  to  loofen 
in  Deliveries  againfi:  nature.  This  happened  fo  in 
thefe  two  women. 

’Tis  to  no  purpofe  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  man¬ 
ner  after  which  I  treat  a  woman  in  the  lefs  natural 
Delivery ^2,^  this  holds  a  medium  between  thtnatural^ 
and  that  againft  nature. 

As  I  propofed  to  fpeak  of  the  difpofition  a  wo¬ 
man  has  to  become  ^pregnant^  and  this  difpofition 
is  the  effedl  of  her  fruitfulnefs  %  this  fhall  be  the 
fubjedl  of  the  next  chapter. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  Barrennefs  and  Fruitfulnefs. 

The  caufes  of  Fruitfulnefs  are  at  the  fame  time 
hinderances  of  Barrennefs^  which  makes  ’em 
to  be  fo  blended  together,  that  it  would  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  divide  them  5  and  without  engaging 

myfelf 
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myfelf  in  the  fearch  of  all  the  caufes  of  Barrennefs^ 
whofe  nice  explanation  would  breed  invincible  diffi¬ 
culties,  ril  keep  to  thofe  which  bear  the  greateft 
face  of  likelihood,  which  I  reduce  to  five, 

1.  To  the  impotency  of  the  man. 

2.  To  the  irregular  ftate  of  the  woman  as  to  her 
mnfes, 

3.  To  fome  defedl  of  conformation. 

4.  To  the  difproportion  of  the  genital  parts  be¬ 
tween  both  fexes. 

5.  To  the  different  conflitutions. 

1.  By  the  impotency  of  the  man  is  underffood 
any  caufe  which  makes  him  incapable  of  the  a6l  of 
generation,  which  depends  on  the  due  eredion  of 
the  viril  member,  its  penetration,  and  emiffion  of 
the  femen  ;  becaufe  any  of  thefe  being  wanting,  the 
reft  fignify  nothing. 

2.  The  irregular  flowing  of  the  menfes^  is  one 
of  the  chief  caufes  of  Barrennefs.  There  are  feme 
women  who  have  this  flux  almoft  continually  upon 
them,  whofe  womb  is  fo  enfeebled  by  it,  as  to  be 
difabled  to  retain  the  femen  *,  in  others  it  is  entirely 
fuppreffed,  whence  they  are  cachecffical,  that  hu¬ 
mour  which  fhould  be  evacuated  every  month,  circu¬ 
lating  with  the  blood  thro®  the  whole  habit  of  body. 

3.  Good  fenfe  alone  enables  us  to  fee  that  a  defe6t 
of  conformation  is,  while  it  lafls,  an  obftacle  to 
bearing  children. 

4.  ®Tis  requifite  there  fhould  be  a  juft  proportion 
between  the  parts  of  both  fexes ;  however,  this 
caufe  is  not  fo  often  met  with,  and  is  the  eafieft 
to  remedy. 


5.  Bar^ 
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5.  Barrennefs  depends  fo  much  on  the  difference 
of  conflitutions,  that  people  of  all  ftates  and  con¬ 
ditions  experience  it,  who  having  never  had  any 
children  without  any  apparent  reafon  but  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  conflitutions  *,  and  thefe  conflitutions  hap¬ 
pening  to  change  afterwards  thro’  age,  or  change 
of  air  or  food,  Fruitfulnefs  may  enfue.  This  may 
alfo  happen  in  a  fecond  marriage,  when  it  did  not 
Jn  the  firfl. 

Observation  V. 

The  twenty- fecond  of  February  1687,  a  perfon 
came  to  me  to  know  whether  I  could  give  him  any 
remedy  to  enable  him  to  confummate  his  marriage, 
which  he  never  yet  could  do,  tho’  he  had  been 
rnarried  for  feveral  years.  His  eredlion  was  im- 
perfedl,  and  fo  foon  over,  that  his  attempts  were  al¬ 
ways  vain,  which  made  him  very  difagreeable  to 
himfelf,  and  hill  more  fo  to  his  wife. 

I  advifed  him  to  a  nourifhing  food,  and  a  mode¬ 
rate  ufe  of  wine,  but  rather  in  greater  quantity 
than  ufual ;  to  mix  fpices  and  fallary  with  what  he 
eat  :  and,  in  fine,  every  thing  that  could  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  increafe  of  heat  and  fpirits.  Finding 
that  a  long  ufe  of  this  courfe  made  no  alteration  in 
him,  I  caufed  him  to  obferve  quite  a  contrary  re¬ 
gimen,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Nature  could  by 
no  means  be  rouzed  up,  and  this  was  the  caufe  of 
the  Barrennefs  of  the  woman. 

Observation  VI, 

A  young  man,  who  had  had  feveral  children  by 
his  wife,  fell  into  a  diforder,  which  he  confulted  me 
about  in  March  1 694.  For  two  years  pafl,  when¬ 
ever  he  was  inclined  to  approach  his  wife,  the 
emiffion  followed  the  eredion  fo  fall,  that  he  had 

no 
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no  ability  to  penetrate.  This  hindered  him  from 
having  children  ;  and  as  he  had  but  one  left,  was 
afraid  of  being  left  without  any  at  all. 

I  tried  by  cooling  medicines,  and  an  exadf  regi¬ 
men,  to  diminifh  that  fire  which  feemed  to  reign  in 
him,  by  ordering  him  ptifans  with  barley,  roots  of 
marfh-mallows  and  nenuphar,  giving  him  draughts 
made  up  with  the  waters  of  nenuphar  and  plantain, 
crabs  eyes,  and  fyrup  of  nenuphar,  fome  grains  of 
the  fugar  of  lead,  caffia  in  whey,  with  the  fyrup  of 
.  violets,  rice  in  his  foup,  and  boiled  in  milk.  I  ad- 
vifed  him  to  drink  no  wine  at  his  meals,  or  very 
little ;  to  abftain  from  ragoos,  and  all  forts  of  fpices. 
This  Gourfe  long  kept  to  changed  hjs  condition, 
and  nearly  re-eftablifbed  this  deiecf  of  nature,  not- 
withftanding  which  his  wife  remains  barren,  tho’ 
very  young,  and  the  remedies  had  reftored  to  her 
hufband  the  power  of  penetration, 

/ 

Reflexion. 

Art  can  fometimes  remedy  the  defedfs  of  nature  5 
but  in  thefe  two  cafes  all  I  tried  proved  ufelefs. 

Observat  ion  VII. 

Ill  May  1603,  two  women  came  to  confult  me 
along  with  their  hufbands,  every  one  of  ’em  having 
a  great  deiire  to  confummate  the  marriage,  but 
were  hindered  from  it  by  the  difproportion  of  their 
genital  parts.  They  came  to  me  to  know  whether 
I  could  remedy  this  incopvenjence,  and  procure 
Am  the  fatisfadlion  they  defired.  I  examined  ’em 
all,  and  finding  no  other  obftacle,  but  that  the 
iword  was  too  Tig  for  the  fcabbard,  I  advifed  thefe 
women  to  dip  their  hands  in  oil,  or  to  daub  ’em 
with  greafe,  then  introduce  two  fingers  into  the 
vagina^  with  which  opening  it  by  degrees,  they 

might 
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might  make  room  for  a  third,  and  then  for  a 
fourth  *,  that  by  this  manner  of  dilating  often  re¬ 
peated,  from  v/hich  no  inconvenience  could  arife, 
the  bar  would  be  removed,  and  the  gates  opened 
to  the  hufbandman  to  plow  his  field,  or  the  fcab- 
bard  enabled  to  receive  the  fword  ;  which,  hap¬ 
pened  in  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  and  with  fo  much 
fuccefs,  that  both  thefe  women  became  pregnant, 
and  gave  me  thanks  for  my  advice. 

Observation  VIII. 

June  the  feventh,  1699,  a  ftrong  and  healthy 
young  fellow  found  an  obftacle  of  the  fame  nature, 
when  he  approached  his  wife  for  the  firft  time  ;  fo 
that  not  being  able  to  accomplifli  his  point,  he  fo 
often  reiterated  the  attack,  that  at  lafi:  he  overcame 
all  oppofitions  to  the  fulfilling  his  defires :  but  it 
was  not  without  paying  dear  for  it,  fince  he' left 
the  adl  with  a  Paraphymojis^  which  caufed  him  more 
pain  afterwards,  than  his  vidtory  had  procured  him 
pleafure.  Three  days  after  he  cam^e  to  me,  very 
much  dejedted,  his  parts  very  much  difordered  *,  I 
cured  him  neverthelefs  without  incifion,  and  ad- 
vifed  him,  for  fear  of  the  like  again,  to  open  the 
paflage  after  the  fame  manner  I  had  advifed  the 
two  other  women.  This  was  done,  and  all  went  well. 

Observat  ion  IX. 

In  the  month  of  November  1688,  I  was  confulted 
by  two  women,  who  never  had  any  children,  after 
feveral  years  marriage  ;  they  v/ere  both  very  de- 
firous  of  having  fome.  I  afked  them  whether  na¬ 
ture  was  too  prodigal,  or  too  fparing  in  the  flow¬ 
ing  of  their  menfes.^  and  whether  this  happened  re¬ 
gularly  as  to  time. 

One 
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One  told  me,  that  nothing  had  appeared  on  her 
for  feven  years  ;  the  other,  that  they  appeared 
every  fortnight,  and  in  fuch  an  abundance,  that 
they  endangered  her  life.  I  ordered  this  laft 
a  very  ftrid  regimen,  reft,  and  the  forbearing  any 
food  that  was  apt  to  breed  blood  and  fpirits,  and 
too  much  heat,  as  wine,  and  all  fermented  li¬ 
quors,  as  alfo  violent  exercife  ;  the  other,  befides 
a  particular  regimen  and  general  remedies,  the 
bath  and  mineral  waters.  They  both  became  preg¬ 
nant  fome  years  after. 

Observation  X. 

The  wife  of  a  merchant  of  this  town,  and  that 
a  fadler,  had  both  children:  the  merchant  died, 
•as  did  alfo  the  fadler^s  wife.  The  fadler  married 
the  widow,  they  lived  together  twenty-five  years 
without  having  any  children  ;  the  fadler  being  once 
more  a  widower,  married  a  young  woman,  whom 
I  have  twice  laid. 

Two  gentlemen  of  this  town  married  each  of 
them  a  young  lady,  who  both  had  children.  Tfte 
hufband  of  one,  and  the  wife  of  the  other  happen¬ 
ing  to  die,  a  fecond  marriage  was  made  between 
the  two  furvivors  ;  the  eld'eft  of  the  two  had  not 
attained  twenty-five,  notwithftanding  which  they 
have  had  no  children  during  twenty-five  years  they 
have  lived  together,  and  in  all  likelihood  will  ne¬ 
ver  have  any  :  I  fay  in  all  likelihood,  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  of  their  age  ;  for  otherwife  I  durft  not  fpeak 
fo  pofitively  upon  this  article,  efpecially  of  people 
that  had  proved  their  ability  ;  becaufe  the  great 
heat  of  youth  is  as  great  a  hinderance  to  Fruitful- 
nefs^  as  age  itfelf :  which  is  plain,  from  the  num¬ 
ber  of  women  I  have  lain  for  the  firft  time  after 
eight,  ten,  twelve,  and  eighteen  years  of  marriage  ; 
as  alfo  others,  who  having  had  a  child  or  two  before 

they 
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they  were  five  and  twenty,  have  never  had  any 
lince,  tho*  they  as  well  as  their  hufbands  enjoy’d  a 
perfedl  ftate  of  health. 

Reflexion. 

Thefe  obfervations  prove  beyond  difpute  the 
efie6l  of  different  conftitutions,  and  fhow  us  alfo, 
that  we  ought  not  to  cry  out  too  much  about  the 
Fruitfulnefs  of  fome  young  women,  for  a  child  or 
two  they  happen  to  have  in  the  firfl:  years  of  matri¬ 
mony,  nor  judge  a  woman  barren  before  fhe  has 
attained  a  certain  age  ;  after  which  generation  is  all 
over,  which  is  the  time  when  the  terms  ceafe  -to 
flow,  however  without  being  able  to  fix  a  natural 
time  to  this  fupprefllon  ;  having  feen  this  evacuation 
ceafe  in  fome  at  the  years  of  thirty-five,  whilfl:  in 
others  it  has  remained  regular  to  fifty-four. 

Conception  being  the  effed  of  Fruitfulnefs^  we  will 
firfl:  treat  of  it,  before  we  come  to  Pregnancy^ 

CHAP.  V, 

Of  Conception, 

TP  treat  this  matter  properly  after  fo  many 
great  men  ^  that  have  dilplay’d  their  learning 
about  it,  not  being  able  to  advance  any  thing  new, 
I  fliould  be  able  to  determine  which  of  the  three 
following  caufes  carry  the  greateft  face  of  probabi¬ 
lity  :  that  is,  whether  it  is  the  mere  a61:  of  the  Uterus^ 
in  which  are  received  the  feeds  of  the  man  and 
woman,  or  the  egg  made  prolific  by  the  feed  of 
the  man  unravelled  in  the  womb ;  or  at  laft,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  one  of  the  worms  of  which  the  femen  of 
the  man  is  imagined  by  fome  to  be  compofed  ; 
which  femen  being  received  in  the  womb,  and  creep¬ 
ing 

*  Arijlotle^  Hippocrates,  Ilawey,  and  Mr.  Andris 
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ing  upon  the  furface  of  that  ripe  egg^  which  is 
come  down  from  the  ovary^  the  worm  wonderfully 
finds  out  the  entrance  of  that  egg,  and  having  lain 
himfelf  fnug  in  it,  hinders  any  other  worm  from 
coming  in,  by  the  means': of  the  valve  which  is 
placed  at  the  very  opening,  which  he  clofes  up 
with  his  tail  with  a  furprifing  fagacity. 

THefe  things  being  mere  hypothefes,- which  tho’ 
never  fo  likely  at  firft,  only  hold  for  a  time,  making 
way  for  fomething  new,  which  will  alfo  have  its  pe¬ 
riod,  I  will  leave  them  to  bedifeufied  by  the  illuftrious 
members  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences^  whofe  penetra¬ 
ting  genius  and  deep  learning  are  alone  able  to 
refolve  thefe  queftions. 

Harvey  and  Kerkerin^  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion 
as  to  the  formation  of  the  Foetus^  by  the  means  of 
the  egg,  difagree  entirely  in  their  manner  of  ex¬ 
plaining  this,  and  both  fall  into  evident  errors. 

Mr.  Andri^s  account  by  the  means  of  the  worm 
is  very  ingenious,  but  liable  to  many  difficulties. 
He  advances,  that  this  v/orm  v/ill  fometimes  re¬ 
main  four  months  in  the  womb,  without  acting,  at 
the  end  of  which  it  will  enter  into  an  egg  ;  which 
is  the  caufe  why  fome  women  may  have  a  child 
after  having  been  thirteen  months  away  from  their 
hufbands,  without  having  play’d  falfe  to  them. 
But  before  a  worm  could  live  fo  long  in  the  wom.b, 
he  mufl:  take  from  it  its  heat  and  moifture,  which 
are  the  chief  caufes  of  corruption. 

When  I  faid  heretofore,  that  the  time  of  a  wo^ 
man’s  going  with  child  was  nine  months,  I  did  not 
mean  that  fhe  never  went  beyond  that;  but  the  ob-^ 
fervations  I  bring,  prove  that  thofe  women  that  went 
beyond  that  time,  were  big  with  child  in  the  very 
firft  month,  which  they  might  have  learnt  by  the 
motions  of  the  child,  which  begins  to  be  felt  from 
the  fortieth  day  to  the  fourth  or  fifth  month.  A 
child  may  take  more  or  lefs  nourifliment  in  the 
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mother’s  belly  ^  and  one  may  not  be  better  able  to 
be  born  at  thirteen  months  end,  for  having  taken 
too  little,  than  another  at  the  end  of  nine,  that 
has  taken  more  ;  as  alfo  one  may  be  as  ftrong  at 
feven,  as  another  at  nine.  The  example  of  a  child, 
who  upon  the  account  of  a  bad  nurfe  is  not  ftronger 
when  a  year  old,  than  another  who  is  but  three  or 
four  months,  but  has  had  a  good  nurfe,  feems  to 
prove  what  I  advance. 

Mauriceau  has  gathered  about  this  head  all  that 
the  mod  ancient  and  mod  famous  authors  have  ever 
faid^  and  his  account  agrees  the  bed  with  reafon 
and  experience ;  but  notwithdanding  this  j  it  is  liable 
to  fome  difficulties  i  for  to  have  the  union  of  the 
.two  feeds  made  in  the  womb,  it  is  requifite  the  way 
fhould  be  free  and  open,  that  the  feed  of  the  man 
fhould  be  carried  there  ^  and  tho’  the  introduction 
of  the  viril  member,  the  emiffion  and  reception  of 
the  feed  be  things  effential  to  generation,  there  have 
been  women  got  with  child  without  this  introduc¬ 
tion  j  by  the  mere  emiffion  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Vulva^  where  the  feed  of  the  man  has  neverthelefs 
entered  the  womb,  which  was  come  nearer  to 
receive  it  :  this  happens  by  the  wonderful  mo¬ 
tion  this  part  is  affeCled  with  when  the  woman’s 
imagination  is  drongly  worked  on  by  the  defire  of 
copulation. 

This  is  an  undeniable  truth,  atteded  by  MeiTrs. 
Pigray^  Peu^  Mauriceau^  and  feveral  others  ,  but 
none  of  them  ever  met  with  women  got  with  child, 
as  I  have  done,  tho’  they  had  an  adhaefion  in  the 
‘vagina^  which  left  no  difcoverable  paflage  in  it  j 
this  had  been  occafioned  by  a  difficult  labour 
which  had  left  a  cicatrice  after  it  ^  notwith¬ 
danding  this  thefe  women  became  pregnant.  I 
have  lain  many  in  thefe  circumdances,  as  you  will  fee 
in  my  obfervations,  where  I  bring  the  mod  plaufible 
reafons  I  could  think  of  to  explain  after  what  man- 
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ner  generation  was  cnfued :  from  hence  we  may 
fee,  that  it  is  not  abfolutely  required  that  the  whole 
feed  Ihould  be  carried  to  the  womb^  fince  all  thofe 
that  are  of  that  opinion,  fuppofe  the  way  free  for 
its  reception  into  the  Uterus^  which,  after  a  wonder¬ 
ful  manner,  comes  forward,  or  draws  back,  dilates 
or  contradls  itfelf,  to  anfwer  the  intention  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  but  thefe  qualities  cannot  be  attributed  to  a 
cicatrice,  which  having  in  its  compofition  neither 
fibres  nor  nerves,  is  conlequently  void  of  fenfe  and  . 
motion  ;  therefore  we  muft  conclude  that  the  mod: 
fpirituons  part  of  the  feed  found  means  to  penetrate 
into  the  womb,  there  to  mix  with  that  of  the  wo¬ 
man,  by  fome  openings  which  have  efcaped  my 
knowledge  ;  and  that  there  are  fome  pafTages,  is 
pad:  doubt,  the  courfes  flowing  regularly  every 
month. 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  objedled  to  me,  that  I  relate 
in  many  obfervations  my  having  delivered  women 
of  children  not  bigger  than  bees,  hornets,  daws, 
and  dead  mice,  with  a  quantity  of  water  anfwerable 
to  the  bignefs  of  thefe  Fcetus^s  or  Emhryo^s^  wrapp’d 
up  in  membranes,  fome  of  the  bignefs  of  hen’s 
eggs,  fome  as  big  as  thofe  of  turkies,  fuch  as  they  are 
f  Aind  in  thefe  volatiles,  before  they  have  any  fhells ; 
that  all  thefe  obfervations  are  fo  many  proofs  of 
thefe  generations  happening  by  the  means  of  little 
eggs,  which  have  grown  bigger,  according  to  the 
time  they  have  lain  in  the  womb,  nothing  being 
eafier  to  conceive,  by  what  we  fee  every  day  in  vo¬ 
latiles,  and  efpecially  hens ;  which  is  a  very  familiar 
comparifon,  every  body  knowing  that  their  eggs, 
very  fmall  at  firfl:,  grow  larger  as  they  come  nearer 
to  their  perfedlion,  and  at  lafl  become  entirely  like 
thofe  which  are  found  in  women,  in  proportion  as 
the  child  contained  within  the  egg  takes  its  growth. 
But  I  anfwer,  that  if  any  thing  can  be  proved  from 
this  way  of  reafoning,  it  is  rather  in  favour  of  a 
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itiixture  of  feeds,  than  in  favour  of  an  egg.  For 
there  is  roona  to  believe^  that  thefe  feeds  being  once 
received,  the  inernbranous  body,  which  has  the 
appellation  of  an  egg  given  to  it,  is  formed  after 
the  fame  manner  as  the  cyftis  of  a  wen  ;  with  this 
difference,  that  one  may  much  eafier  happen  than 
the  other,  the  v^/omb  having  a  void  fpace  con¬ 
taining  much  heat,  which  receiving  the  feed, 
ferves  in  a 'manner  as  a  mould  to  this  membranous 
body,  which  makes  the  appearance  of  an  egg  t 
befides,  the  nearer  the  egg  draws  to  its  perfec¬ 
tion,  the  lefs  conne6led  it  is  to  the  body  of  the 
hen  :  the  wen  on  the  contrary  is  more  and 
more  conneded  to  the  part  where  it  firfl;  took 
its  rife,  by  one  or  more  veffels,  which  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  are  fmalJ,  but  enlarge  as  that  grows  bigger, 
as  this  pretended  egg  doth  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Uterus^  where  it  is  conneded  after  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  whofe  connedion  becomes  more  confider- 
able,  as  it  increafes  1  which  is  proved  by  the  lofs 
of  blood  which  follows  its  feparation,  which  is  more 
or  lefs  violent  according  to  the  caufe  that  produces 
it  .*  befides,  is  there  any  thing  more  like  an  egg 
without  a  fhellj  than  a  wen  f  thofe  which  are  formed 
on  the  head  are  fufEcient  to  prove  what  I  fay :  which, 
as  well  as  thofe  which  grow  on  any  other  part  of  the 
body,  are  all  contained  in  a  cyjtis  or  membranous 
body,  after  the  fame  manner  as  a  child  is  in  its 
membranes,  from  the  day  ir  is  conceived,  to  that  in 
which  it  comes  to  its  perfedion  *,  and  yet  no  body 
ever  faid  that  wens  were  produced  by  an  egg,  tho’ 
they  have  the  figure  of  one  :  and  tho’  their  flrudure 
and  compofition  feems  very  infignificant,  it  will  be 
found  no  lefs  hard  to  explain,  than  the  Conception  of 
the  Fcetus  by  the  means  of  the  egg*  The  two  feeds 
niixedj  and  received  in  a  convenient  place,  are 
proper  materials  to  form  that  which  they  are  de- 
figned  to  form  by  nature  j  whereas  a  wen  has  nei- 
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ther  place  nor  matter  affigned  to  it  by  nature, 
but  is  formed  by  meer  chance,  and  yet  may  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  body,  there  fixing  its 
feat,  receiving  nourifhment,  forming  its  mem¬ 
branes,  and  increafing  till  it  be  interrupted  in  its 
adion,  as  I  propofe  to  fhow  in  fome  chirurgical  cafes, 
what  I  have  laid  here  has  been  only  on  occafion 
of  the  refeinblance  I  find  between  this  and  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  body  of  the  FeettiSy  fince  nothing 
comes  nearer  to  true  Conception  than  the  falfe,  and 
there  is  lefs  difference  between  a  wen  and  falfe  Con- 
ceptiony  than  between  a  falfe  Conception  and  a  true  one. 

What  perfuades  me  {fill  more  that  Conception  re- 
fults  from  the  mixture  of  the  two  feeds,  without 
however  its  being  requifite  that  the  whole  of  the 
feed  of  the  man  fhould  enter  the  womb  is,  that 
by  this  fame  reafon  a  woman  may  conceive  a  fecond 
or  third  child  fome  days  after  the  firfl:  *,  bdaufe  at 
this  time  the  Uterus  is  not  yet  fo  exadly  clofed,  but 
that  the  moft  fpirituous  part  may  be  received.  This 
is  as  poffible  as  two  or  three  being  got  at  once. 
All  thefe  different  opinions  fhow  how  difficult  it  is 
to  fay  any  thing  certain  about  the  generation  and 
formation  of  the  Feetus :  however,  it  is  ftill  harder 
to  determine  when  the  foul  is  infufed  into  it.  Man- 
riceau  is  of  opinion,  that  the  foul  animates  the  body 
of  the  Feetus  from  the  very  firft  day,  the  Feetus  it- 
felf  being  entirely  formed  at  that  time,  the  parti¬ 
cles  of  the  two  feeds,  immediately  after  their  re¬ 
ception,  being  agitated  by  an  inteftine  motion,  the 
mofi;  noble  center  themfelves  in  the  midfl:  of  their 
liquid  mals  to  form  the  little  Embryo  in  a  point, 
which  at  this  time  is  no  bigger  than  a  millet-feed. 
But  notwithftanding  this,  the  fame  author,  in  ano¬ 
ther  place,  fpeaks  as  if  he  was  quite  of  another 
opinion. 

Does  any  thing  clear  up  this  matter  more  than 
what  is  faid  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  GeneftSy  at  the 
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feventh  verfe  ?  that  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the 
duji  of  the  ground^  and  breathed  into  his  nojlrils  the 
breath  of  life  *,  and  man  became  a  living  foul.  Which 
may  be  iinderftood  of  all  men  in  general,  who  in 
the  room  of  the  duft  of  the  ground  are  engendered 
out  of  the  two  feeds,  and  at  that  inftant  the  Lord 
breathes  life  into  them,  and  they  become  living 
fouls.  This  agrees  with  the  myfteries  of  our  faith, 
and  fhow  that  the  foul,  inftead  of  being  the  archi- 
tedl  of  its  habitation,  as  Hippocrates  and  Lertullian 
would  have  it,  is  only  received  into  it  after  its  for¬ 
mation. 

There  are  fome  phyficians  who  imagine,  that 
the  child  is  not  alive  before  the  Vv^oman  feels  it 
move,  v^hich  to  fome  do  not  happen  before  the 
fifth  month.  This  principle  often  makes  them  add 
with  too  much  boldnefs. 

Observation  XI. 

The  eighteenth  of  February  1699,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  lady  ten  miles  didant,  who  was  very  ill,  and 
between  three  and  four  months  gone  with  child.  I 
found  there  two  phyficians  fent  for  to  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  one  of  them,  tho’  in  great  repute,  had 
nothing  to  recommend  him  but  a  fet  prattle  :  I 
found  that  he  took  it  upon  the  high  (train,  and 
boldly  ordered  remedies  fomewhat  violent,  truding 
that  the  woman  being  only  three  months  gone  with 
child,  there  v;as  nothing  to  fear  on  that  account  ; 
which  would  be  otherwife,  if  they  dayed  longer, 
becaufe  then  the  child  v/ould  be  alive,  which  would 
hinder  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies,  for  fear  of  caufing 
abortion,  and  dedroying  a  living  foul. 

The  other  phyfician,  who  was  much  more  know¬ 
ing  than  the  fird,  durd  not  afferr,  without  fear  of 
reprehenfion,  that  a  child  three  months  old  was 
alive  \  but  I,  who  was  dill  more  convinced  of  this 
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truth  by  numbers  of  experiments,  defended  my 
caufe  fo  ftoutly,  and  with  fuch  ftrong  reafons,  that 
I  quite  filenced  him  ;  and  he  confented  that  this 
lady  thould  take  whatever  fhe  had  a  mind  to,  du¬ 
ring  the  relt  of  her  Pregnancy^  in  hopes  that 
things  might  alter  as  flie  drew*  nearer  her  time, 
Vv/hich  really  came  to  pafs. 

I  was  defired  to  attend  this  lady  at  the  time  it 
was  thought  fhe  fliould  want  me  ;  but  fhe  laid  in  of 
a  healthy  child  three  weeks  fooner  than  fhe  exr 
peded,  without  my  help,  and  with  all  the  eafe 
imaginable.  She  was  confequently  gone  more  than 
four  months,  when  fhe  thought  it  was  but  three  and 
an  half  at  mofl  *,  which  would  not  have  hindered 
this  phyfician  from  haftening  the  Delivery. 

I  would  not  have  treated  on  this  fubjed*,  if  I  had 
not  thought  it  neceffary  to  the  giving  a  juft  idea  of 
Pregnancy^  which  wholly  refults  from  it.  So  that 
by  Conception  you  are  to  underftaqd,  the  mixture  of 
the  two  feeds,  the  unravelling  of  the  egg,  or  in 
fine,  the  elfed:  of  the  worm  in  the  womb,  whence 
generation  cnfues,  which  is  the  beginning  of 
Pregnancy. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Pregnancy,  and  how  many  forts  of  it  there  are. 

fT^HERE  are  three  forts  Pregnancies  ;  the 
natural^  that  againft  nature^  and  the  falfe. 
The  natural^  is  that  where  the  woman  is  big  with 
one  or  more  children  :  that  againft  nature^  where 
there  is  nothing  engendered  but  a  fliapelefs  mafs, 
as  a  falfe.  Conception^  Mole.,  waters,  wind,  or  any  other 
foreign  bodies  :  the  falfe.,  is  when  the  woman  fan¬ 
cies  herfelf  to  be  wdth  child,  and  is  not  fo.  Tho^ 
thefe  three  forts  of  Pregnancies  are  yery  like  one 
another  in  their  beginnings,  yet  a  long  experience 

enables 


(vn- 


A  general  Treatife  cyMiDWiFRy,  23 

enables  us  to  diftinguifh  th6m  from  one' another, 
but  not  fo  certainly,  but  that  the  mod  knowing 
phyficians  and  furgeons  have  often  fallen  into  errors 
with  refpecl  to  them,  which  have  given  them  oc- 
cafion  to  repent. 

CHAR  VII. 

Of  the  nature  of  bodies^  which  for  the  mojl  part 
produce  Pregnancy  againjl  nature. 

AS  the  bed  wheat  fown  in  the  earth  fometimes 
produces  a  bad  corn,  if  the  foil  is  not  in  a 
proper  condition  ;  in  the  fame  manner  the  feed  of 
the  man,  tho’  never  fo  well  conditioned,  being  re¬ 
ceived  in  a  womb  difordered  from  fome  caufe  or 
other,  a  bad  generation  will  enfue  fuch  as  falfe 
Conceptions  or  Moles^  between  which  there  is  no  ma¬ 
terial  difference,  or  winds,  or  waters. 

The  figns  that  fhow  that  a  woman  is  big  with  a 
falfe  Conception^  are  the  fame  with  thofe  that  hap¬ 
pen  to  a  woman  that  is  really  big  with  child,  as 
fuppreffion  of  the  terms,  loathings,,  naufeas,  vomit¬ 
ings,  a  defire  of  unufual  out-of-the-way  things,  wea- 
rinefs  with  pains  in  the  thighs  and  legs,  and  about 
the  loins,  dwellings  and  pain  of  the  breads  j  there 
being  no  other  difference  between  them,  but  that  the 
belly  of  a  woman  really  with  child,  flattens  to  the 
end  of  the  fecond  month  *,  whereas  that  of  the  other 
begins  from  the  very  fird  day  to  fwell  up  exceed¬ 
ingly  to  the  fecond  or  third  month,  which  is  the 
time  when  women  generally  get  rid  of  thefe  falfe 
Conceptions,  A  longer  day  of  them  often  becomes 
fatal  to  the  Vv^oman,  who  cannot  be  then  delivered 
of  them  without  a  confiderable  lofs  of  blood,  fome¬ 
times  fo  violent  as  to  bring  on  death. 

C  4  Obser- 
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Observation  XII. 

The  countefs  of . being  about  two  months 

gone  with  child,  without  minding  the  condition  fhe 
was  in,  engaged  in  a  hunting  match,  with  feveral 
gentlemen  and  ladies ;  at  her  return  Ibe  w'as 
taken  v/ith  a  flight  lofs  of  blood,  which  increafed 
fo  as  to  endanger  her  life.  I  was  fent  for  in  hafte, 
found  the  illnefs  fomewhat  abated,  and  the  lady,  ' 
tho’  very  young,  in  very  good  heart  *,  who  told 
me,  fhe  w^as  about  two  months  and  an  half  gone  of 
her  time,  and  that  it  was  a  Mole.  Surprized  to  hear 
fo  young  a  woman  fpeak  to  me  in  this  manner,  I 
afked  her  what  it  was  that  inclined  her  to  believe 
this  ?  She  anfwered,  that  the  fame  thing  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  in  her  firfl:  Pregnancy  in  the  fecond 
month,  when  after  a  very  violent  lofs  of  blood,  fhe 
got  rid  of  it  *,  fhe  then  was  very  big,  as  fhe  found 
herfelf  now  ;  but  afterwards  being  big  with  a  real 
child,  her  belly  had  diminilked  for  the  two  firfl: 
months  •,  which  made  her  certain  that  fhe  was  now 
big  with  a  Mole. 

I  told  this  lady  that,  indeed,  v/e  had  no  furer 
mark  to  diftinguifh  thefe  two  forts  of  Pregnancies^ 
than  what  fhe  had  related  ;  but,  that  as  it  was  very 
eafy  to  be  miftaken,  it  would  be  advifeable  to  lay 
quiet  and  keep  her  bed  *,  which  fhe  confented  to. 

1  w^ould  have  bled  her,  but  fhe  would  not  admit 
of  it  thro*  fear.  . 

This  lofs  of  blood  kept  leffening  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  after  three  days  flay  I  made  with  her,  I 
took  my  leave  and  returned  home.  Two  days 
after,  the  pains  returned  afrefh,  and  put  the  pa-  ' 
tient  to  great  torment,  without  the  lofs  of  blood 
changing  the  flate  I  had  left  it  in,  which  was,  as  I 
faid,  of  no  confequence  ;  I  was  fetch’d  in  as  great 
a  hurry  as  the  firfl  time :  but  being  gone  another 
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way,  at  fix  leagues  diftance  from  this  patient’s 
houfe,  with  all  the  hafte  I  made,  I  came  half  an 
hour  after  ihe  had  been  delivered  of  a  Mole,  The 
pains  and  lofs  of  blood  went  off,  notwithflanding 
which  fhe  had  a  bad  night,  and  was  as  ill  for 
eight  days,  as  if  it  had  been  a  real  lying-in  ;  after 
this  die  recovered,  by  the  attendance  I  gave  her  to 
the  end  of  her  cure. 

Reflexion. 

This  hunting  match,  which  would  have  been 
very  prejudicial  to  this  lady,  if  fhe  had  really  been 
with  child,  was  of  fervice  to  her  in  her  condition, 
as  it  caufed  the  loofening  of  that  foreign  body.  If 
the  lofs  of  blood  had  been  as  violent  this  fecond 
time  as  the  firff,  and  I  had  been  as  long  coming 
to  her,  in  all  likelihood,  fhe  would  have  funk  un¬ 
der  it.  But  it  feems  as  if  the  greateft  part  of  this 
falfe  Conception  had  been  loofened  at  firft ;  it  be¬ 
ing  on  account  of  this  loofening,  that  the  veffels 
being  opened,  furnilh  this  lofs  of  blood,  and  do 
not  clofe  till  the  Uterus  has  entirely  rid  itfelf  of  it, 
as  you  may  eafily  judge  here  by  the  flight  difcharge 
of  blood  which  remained  till  the  pains  loofened  it 
entirely,  and  helped  nature  to  throw  it  off ;  this  is 
of  great  fervice  :  becaufe  the  moifture  caufed  by 
the  lofs  of  blood,  produces  much  the  fame  effedl: 
that  the  waters  do  in  a  natural  Delivery^  by  making 
the  Os  internum  fufceptible  of  a  proper  dilatation  •, 
either  to  difcharge  the  falfe  Conception^  by  the  help 
of  the  pains,  when  the  lofs  of  blood  is  inconfider- 
able,  as  in  this  cafe  ;  or  by  the  help  of  the  fur- 
geon,  when  it  is  to  any  degree. 

A  falfe  Conception  has  neither  membranes,  waters, ' 
nor  after-burthen,  doing  itfelf  the  office  of  this, 
being  in  the  fame  manner  connedled  to  the  womb, 
whence  it  draws  its  nourifliment  by  the  means  of  the 

veffels ; 
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veflels  :  fo  that  when  it  is  once  come  our,  there  is 
nothing  more  to  fear. 

Observation,  XIII. 

The  wife  of  an  officer  of  this  town,  whom  I  had 
laid  four  times,  being  big  for  the  fifth  time,  and 
three  months  gone,  found  herfelf  taken  with  ffiarp 
pains,  accompanied  with  fome  fmall  lofs  of  blood  % 
whereupon  fhe  fent  for  me  the  fifteenth  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1698.  She  faid,  that  being  now  but  three 
months  gone,  ffie  found  herfelf  bigger  than  fhe 
ufed  to  be  at  five  y  that  ffie  had  been  much  more 
indifpofed  than  in  her  former  'Pregnancies  y  and  that 
ffie  aduaily  felt  now  pains  of  the  nature  of  labour 
pains,  accompanied  with  fome  fmall  lofs  of  blood, 
the  coniequence  of  which  ffie  much  feared.  I 
judged  by  this  relation,  and  the  ftate  ffie  was  then 
in,  that  a  falfe  Conception  was  the  caufe  of  her  difor- 
der.  1  touch’d  her,  and  found  the  Os  internum 
open  enough  to  fuffer  the  blood  to  come  away,  but 
not  to  introduce  my  finger ;  which  made  me  pal¬ 
liate  ;  there  being  nothing  that  required  me  to  be¬ 
have  otherwife.  There  foon  came  on  pains  flrong 
enough  to  expel  this  falfe  Conception^  which  was  of 
the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  hen’s  egg.  The  lofs  of  blood 
and  pains  went  off  immediately,  and  the  woman 
was  almoft  quite  well  that  very  day. 

Reflexion; 

We  fee  that  the  accidents  attendirrg  a  falfe  Con^ 
teption^  are  much  worfe  than  thofe  of  the  true  one  y 
as  alfo,  that  women  generally  get  rid  of  it  in  the 
fecond  or  third  month,  often  without  any  other 
help  than  that  of  nature  >  but  never  without  lofs  of 
blood  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  quantity  and 
largenefs  of  the  veffels  which  conneft  it  to  the  womb. 

Obser- 
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Observation  XIV. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  July^  I  was  fent  for  in  a 
hurry  to  the  parifh  of  Vareflle^  four  leagues  diftant 
from  where  I  live,  to  help  a  lady  whom  I  had  de¬ 
livered  feveral  times,  and  who  was  a  dying  by  a 
flooding.  When  I  came,  I  found  her  fo  weak¬ 
ened  by  the  great  quantity  of  blood  flie  had  lofl:^ 
that  her  life  was  in  imminent  danger.  She  told 
me,  fhe  thought  herfelf  two  months  and  an  half 
gone  with  child  ,  that  flie  had  been  much  more 
out  of  order  than  in  the  beginning  of  her  other 
child-bearings  ,  and  that  fhe  was  bigger  now  than 
fhe  ufed  to  be  at  the  end  of  five  months^  which 
made  me  judge  it  to  be  a  falfe  Conception.  The 
midwife  that  was  prefent  would  fain  perfuade  me, 
that  file  was  rid  of  it,  and  that  nothing  more  re¬ 
mained  behind,  fhowing  me  two  of  thofe  pretend¬ 
ed  falfe  Conceptions.,  which  were  nothing  but  two 
clods  of  blood  flie  had  carefully  faved  ;  which,  in¬ 
deed,  had  Tome  refemblance  of  it,  but  appeared 
very  different  in  the  examination  I  made  of  them. 
I  placed  the  lady  on  her  bed,  and  introduced  my 
finger  into  the  vagina.,  where  I  found  a  foft  fub- 
ftance  which  occupied  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
which  was  dilated  enough  to  admit  of  the  intro- 
dudfion  of  the  firfl;  finger  \  but  this  not  being  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  my  intention,  I  joined  a  fecond  to 
it,  with  difficulty,  between  which  I  griped  this  lit¬ 
tle  fubflance,  and  drew  it  away  whole.  The  blood 
flopped  immediately,  and  the  lady  being  very 
young,  foon  got  perfedtly  well. 

Reflexiq  n. 

One  muft  be  careful  not  to  miftake  thefe  clods 

of  blood,  which  being  wafhed  by  the  reddilh  fero- 

“  “  -  -  _  . . 
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ftties  which  flow  from  the  womb,  harden  in  the 
vagina  or  womb  itfelf,  and  look  exadtly  like  falfe 
Conceptions  *,  tho’  opening  them  will  hardly  remove 
your  doubts,  but  only  a  long  experience,  which  will 
alfo  teach  you,  that  whilft  there  is  a  flooding,  the 
foreign  body  is  not  removed  *,  or  even,  was  a  falfe 
Conception  to  come  away,  as  long  as  the  flooding 
continues,  it  is  a  fign  it  is  come  away  but  in  part, 
or  that  there  is  another  behind. 

Observation  XV, 

'  A  regifter’s  wife  of  this  town,  whom  I  had  laid 
feveral  times,  defired  me  to  come  to  fee  her,  the 
thirteenth  of  Auguji  1686.  She  told  me  that  flie 
fufpedfed  herfelf  with  child,  but  was  not  quite 
aflfured  of  it,  becaufe  her  terms  had  come  down 
twice  in  fix  weeks,  tho’  in  lefs  quantity  than  ufual, 
whence  flie  had  received  many  inconveniencies  flie 
was  not  fubjedl  to,  her  belly  being  alfo  bigger 
than  it  ufed  to  be  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  month  at 
other  times,  which  was  not  pofiible,  as  it  was  but 
four  months  fince  fhe  had  laid  in  *,  but  that  her 
menfes^  which  came  down  plentifully  fince  the  day 
before,  gave  her  hopes  fhe  fhould  be  freed  of  all 
thefe  diforders  in  a  little  while.  Seeing  nothing  in 
that  difcourfe  that  appeared  urging,  I  left  it  to  time 
to  make  out  this  woman’s  doubts,  having  nothing 
on  which  I  could  ground  any  certain  judgment. 
Two  days  after,  the  hufband  fetch’d  me  to  his 
wife,  who  was  very  ill ;  having  reflected  upon  what 
Ihe  had  told  me,  and  examined  her,  I  found  that 
this  pretended  flux  of  her  menfes  w^s  a  real  flood¬ 
ing,  which  even  threw  her  into  faintings.  I  made 
no  doubt  but  that  a  falfe  Conception  caufed  the  whole 
mifchief.  I  placed  her  as  the  lady  I  jufl:  fpoke  of, 
and  drew  away,  after  the  fame  manner,  a  falfe 
Conception^  well-conditioned  to  all  appearance :  I 

thought; 
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thought  my  work  was  at  end  ;  when  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  flooding  increafed,  which  obliged  me  to 
introduce  my  fingers  further  on,  to  draw  away  ano¬ 
ther  falfe  Conception^  or  the  remainder  of  the  firfl, 
which  I  loofened  little  by  little,  from  the  fides  of 
the  womb,  and  drew  it  out  as  the  other :  I  touch’d 
her  again,  to  fee  if  the  womb  was  clear;  after 
which,  I  made  no  doubt  but  that  the  flooding 
would  flop,  as  it  really  happened  ;  and  the  woman 
did  well. 

Reflexion. 

Whenever  the  flooding  does  not  flop,  or  at  leafc 
diminifli  confiderably,  you  may  reft  aflTured  that 
there  is  fomething  cnore  for  you  to  do. 

This  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  Vv^ho 
maintained,  that  the  flooding  could  not  ceafe 
whilft  there  was  any  foreign  body  in  the  womb, 
becaufe  this  hindered  its  contraction,  and  confe- 
quently  kept  the  mouth  of  the  veflTels  open. 

Observation  XVI. 

The  wife  of  a  worker  in  iron  defired  me,  the 
feventh  of  March  1692,  to  come  and  fee  her.  I 
found  her  almoft  without  any  pulfe,  and  fo  weak, 
that  fhe  was  hardly  able  to  tell  me  that  fhe  thought 
herfelf  between  five  and  fix  months  gone  with 
child,  and  that  for  eighteen  days  paft  fhe  had  fuf- 
fered  a  continual  lofs  of  blood,  which  was  but  flight 
at  firft,  but  became  very  violent  afterwards,  and 
that  when  fhe  thought  all  was  right,  nothing  but 
reddifh  ferofities  coming  away,  fhe  notwithfianding 
grew  worfe  every  day,  neither  did  fhe  think  herfelf 
ftrong  enough  to  go  thro’  with  labour,  if  it  fhould 
come  on,  as  flie  apprehended  it  would,  from  the 
pains  fhe  had  felt  ever  fince  the  day  before.  I 

weighed 
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weighed  every  thing  fhe  faid  ;  examined  thofe 
reddifh  ferofiiies  which  feerhed  to  come  from  fome 
clod  of  blood  in  the  Uterus^  or  to  be  thofe  waters 
which  flow  two  or  three  days  after  the  true  waters 
of  the  child,  and  which  often  declare  its  death  5 
and  touching  her,  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  caufe  of 
this  accident,  fhe  fainted  away  :  but  this  did  not 
hinder  me  from  finding  that  fome  foreign  body, 
fuch  as  a  Mole^  or  fomething  of  this  nature,  pro¬ 
duced  thefe  accidents,  without  true  having 

any  fhare  in  it.  The  miferable  condition  this  wo¬ 
man  was  in,  did  not  allow  me  to  do  any  thing 
more,  leaft  fhe  fhould  expire  in  the  operation.  I 
had  the  facraments  adminiftred  to  her,  and  gave 
her  things  to  reflore  her  ftrength  \  after  which  I 
delivered  her  of  a  foreign  body,  as  big  as  my  two 
fifts,  compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of  veflcles, 
tied  to  one  another  by  membranes,  and  which  held 
together  as  the  fpawn  of  frogs.  She  at  firfl  found 
herfelf  much  relieved  *,  notwithflanding  which,  fhe 
died  ten  or  twelve  hours  after. 

Reflexion. 

Had  this  woman  fent  for  me  in  time,'  her  life 
might  have  been  faved,  as  is  evidently  proved  from 
the  eafinefs  I  found  in  delivering  her  of  this  foreign 
body,  tho’  it  had  made  fo  long  a  flay  in  the  womb  ^ 
for  when  there  is  a  flooding  and  pains,  tho’  never 
fo  fmalJ,  they  contribute  very  much  to  the  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 

If  any  body  objedl  to  me,  that  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  a  Mole  and  a  falfe  Conception^  let 
him  make  his  choice  between  this  and  the  forego¬ 
ing  obfervations,  he  will  find  both  forts:  for  my 
part,  1  make  no  difference  between  them,  their 
fhorter  or  longer  flay  in  the  womb  being  the  only 
thing  which  -caufes  different  names  to  be  given  ’em. 
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they  being  both  produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  and 
nature  being  delivered  of  ^em  after  the  fame 
manner. 

Now  we  come  to  thofe  big  bellies  which  contain 
nothing  but  wind  or  water^  ufually  called  dropfas  of 
the  womb. 


Observat  ion  XVII. 

The  fourteenth  November  1684,  a  country 
lady,  five  or  fix  leagues  off  this  town,  finding  her- 
felf  very  much  troubled  with  vapours,  imagining 
herfelfa  breeding  from  the  month  oi  September 
me  to  come  and  fee  her,  to  confult  me  about  thefe 
complaints,  and  learn  at  what  time  Ihe  might  ex^ 
pedt  being  brought  to-bed,  that  I  might  attend  her 
in  time.  I  advifed  her  to  be  let  blood,  and  to  take 
fome  of  the  pulp  of  caflia  with  manna,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  very  well.  The  time  of  being  affured  of 
her  being  pregnant  by  the  motion  of  the  child  was 
drawing  near.  Six  weeks  pafied  without  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  thofe  fo  much  wifhed  after  affurances  5 
whereupon  I  was  confulted  once  more.  I  laid  her 
on  her  back,  with  the  knees  raifed,  and  found  her 
belly  very  large,  and  equally  foft  every  where, 
without  any  difference  between  the  inferior  and  fu- 
perior  part  y  whence  I  began  to  fufpedl  her  being 
with  child.  Six  weeks  more  being  elapfed,  with¬ 
out  the  lady  perceiving  any  thing  further,  once 
more  defired  my  opinion,  being  very  uneafy  about 
it.  Having  made  a  thorough  examination,  and 
confidering  the  figure,  and  equal  foftnefs  of  her 
belly,  and  her  not  having  felt  the  child  move,  tho^ 
in  the  feventh  month,  her  face  being  pale  and 
much  fhrunk  5  I  affured  her,  that  it  was  my  opi¬ 
nion  fhe  was  not  with  child  ;  neither  had  ihe 
the  dropfy  of  the  belly,  becaufe,  being  laid  on  her 
back,  no  fluftuation  was  felt  by  one  hand  laid  on 
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the  belly,  whilft  I  ftruck  the  oppofite  fide  with  the 
other  j  that  I  knew  of  nothing  better,  than  to  re- 
'  peat  the  potion  fhe  had  taken  before,  which  had 
agreed  very  well  with  her^  in  hopes  that  nature 
might  be  helped  theteby  to  difengage  itfelf  of  what 
was  burthenfome  to  it.  But  fo  difagreeable  news, 
which  made  her  apprehend  the  never  having  any 
children  afterwards,  made  her  have  recourfe  fome- 
where  elfe,  where  my  opinion  was  difapproved  \ 
but  a  month  after,  the  lady  finding  herfelf  very  ill, 
ient  for  me  with  fpeed.  I  found  her  with  flight 
pains,  and  home  waters  coming  away.  I  advifed  a 
glyfler,  w^hich  proved  fo  effectual,  and  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  yielded  fo  eafily  to  dilatationj  by  the 
long  flay  of  the  waters  it  was  foaked  with,  that 
they  poured  down  at  laft  in  fuch  quantities^  that 
the  lady  found  herfelf  delivered  fafely  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  big  belly,  and  did  fo  well  afterwards^ 
that  a  month  after  fhe  really  became  big  with  a 
fine  daughter,  of  which  I  laid  her  nine  months 
after  :  which  occafioned  people  to  fay,  that  fhe 
went  eighteen  or  nineteen  months  with  her. 


Reflexion. 

This  was  really  a  dropfy  of  the  womb^  as  one  might 
have  guefs’d  by  the  extent  this  part  occupied,  and 
by  its  foftnefs,  which  emptied  itfelf  at  firff  little  by 
little,  but  came  all  away  at  once,  as  foon  as  the 
wraters  had  fufficiently  dilated  the  mouth  of  the 
womb. 

As  for  any  body  going  eighteen  or  nineteen 
months  with  child,  there  is  no  fuch  thing,  not- 
withftanding  what  fome  phyficians  of  Caen  have 
faid  for  it  in  favour  of  a  widow  lady,  who  was  faid 
to  be  with  child  eighteen  or  nineteen  months  after 
her  hufband’s  death. 


O  B  s  E,  R- 
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Observation  XVIII. 

March  the  twenty-fifth  1704,  I  was  fent  for, 
eight  leagues  from  this  town,  to  fee  a  lady  who 
•  had  fufiered  a  lofs  of  blood  for  eight  or  ten  days^ 
and  v/ho  thought  herfelf  about  three  months  gone 
with  child.  I  found  her  with  a  moderate  flooding. 
She  told  me,  that  for  the  four  firfl:  days  of  this  ac¬ 
cident’s  appearing,  every  thing  v/as  fo  like  the 
Lifual  flowing  of  her  menfeSy  that  fhe  gave  over 
thinking  herfelf  with  child  *,  but  that  very  fharp 
painshaving  feized  her,  fhe  on  a  fudden  voided 
a  great  quantity  of  a  very  clear  water,  as  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  her  former  labour,  after  which  her  pains 
had  diminiflied,  wdthout,  however,  going  olt  en¬ 
tirely  *,  that  this  flow  of  water  had  been  followed  by 
a  confiderable  lofs  of  blood,  which  came  on  by  in¬ 
tervals,  and  was  accompanied  with  a  very  ofldnfive 
fmell.  I  found,  that  befides  thefe  complaints,  fhe 
had  a  very  acute  head>ach,  with  fldverings  almofl: 
continual,  tho’  fhe  felt  burning  hot.  She  began 
to  be  delirious,-  fpeaking  m.any  things  wildly,  and 
Without  any  connedlion. 

1  made  no  doubt  of  fome  foreis;n  fubftance  cau- 
fing  all  thefe  accidents.  I  placed  her  conveniently, 
to  inform  myfelf.  The  mouth  of  the  Uterus  fuffer- 
ing  with  eafe  the  in  trod  udf  ion  of  my  finger,  I  found 
neither  Foetus^  falfe  Conception^  or  Mole  ;  but  only 
a  fort  of  membrane  with  clods  of  blood,  which  by 
their  flay  had  acquired  an  intolerable  fmell.  I  drew 
’em  away  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  ordered  a  clyfter. 
This  bad  fmell  vv^ent  off,  and  aifo  all  the  other 
complaints,  fo  that  three  days  after  I  left  her  in  a 
very  good  condition,  advifing  her  to  keep,  for  fome 
days,  to  the  regimen  I  had  prefcribcd  her. 
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Reflexion. 

The  difference  between  thefe  two  obfervations  h 
that  in  the  firfl:,  the  Uterus  contained  nothing  but 
water,  which  came  away  without  help,  only  by  the 
dilatation  of  the  Os  ^inca  *,  whereas  in  the  laft,  the 
cafe  was  very  like  a  true  Pregnancy  \  the  whole  dif¬ 
ference  confifting  in  this,  that  the  membranes,  in- 
flead  of  a  F(Xtus^  contained  nothing  but  water  ;  here 
was  a  flooding,  the  membranes  being  faften- 
ed  to  the  Uterus  by  veflfels,  in  the  fame  manner 
that  the  after-burthen,  or  Mole  is. 

A  big  belly  ca,ufed  by  wind  is  flill  harder  to  be 
known,  the  Uterus  at  this  time  being  more  tenfe, 
than  v/hen  filled  wdth  water  ;  as  you  may  fee  in  two 
bladders,  one  filled  with  wind,  and  the  other  with 
water. 

Observat  ion  XIX. 

A  country  lady  living  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from 
this  place,  having  been  big  with  a  falfe  Conception^ 
of  which  fhe  was  delivered  with  great  pain,  and 
after  fome  flight  lofs  of  blood,  for  want  of  proper 
help;  being  once  more  become  pregnant,  confulted 
me  about  it  the  twenty-third  of  December  1 699.  Her 
menfes^  which  had  failed  but  once,  and  had  returned 
regular  in  every  rerpe6f,  were  what  made  her  un- 
eafy  ;  as  her  belly  was  as  big  and  hard  as  a  wo¬ 
man’s  four  months  gone,  as  fhe  imagined  herfelf  to 
be,  her  breads  fwelled,  and  having  alfo  had  fome 
flight  naiifeas,  there  feemed  to  be  enough  to  be 
perfuaded  of  what  the  family  moft'defired.  I  fhould 
not  have  made  any  doubt  about  it,  if  her  menfes  had 
been  irregular  in  anyone  thing.  The  difficulty  I  was 
in,  was  to  decide  w'hence  proceeded  that  blood,  the 
Uterus  being  really  taken  up  with  a  fubftance  which 
leemed  to  have  folidity,  and  its  mouth  being  en¬ 
tirely 
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tircly  Ihur,  v/hich  made  me  conclude  it  was  fur^ 
nifhcd  by  the  exterior  veffels,  and  fhould  this  big 
belly  not  prove  fuch  as  was  expeded-,  there  feemed 
to  be  no  danger  for  the  v/oman,  who  was  very 
healthy,  I  advifed  her  to  forbear  doing  any  thing 
violent,  for  fear  of  bringing  on  any- bad  accident  1 
but  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  be  too  fcrupulous  in 
the  obfervations  of  the  rules  that  are  fet  to  big- 
bellled  women  %  that  a  medium  between  thefe  was 
the  courfe  (he  jQiould  keep.  She  went  on  kill  in 
good  health,  and  her  menfes  flowing  ;  notwith- 
handing  which,  her  belly  kept  increafing  for  eight 
or  nine  months,  and  became  fo  big,  that  fhe  was 
expelled  to  lie-in  every  minute  :  and  this  happened 
for  feveral  days  together,  by  the  coming  out  of  an 
incredible  quantity  of  wind,  making  the  fame  noife^ 
as  when  it  vents  itfelf  by  the  Anus^  but  involunta¬ 
rily,  there  being  no  SphMer  at  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  j  this  forced  her  to  keep  her  chamber  for 
fome  days. 


Reflexion. 

Had  I  known  that  this  big  belly  Was  caufed  by 
wind,  I  fliould  have  refted  fatisfied  that  the  blood 
proceeded  from  the  bottom  of  the  Uterus^  this  being 
able  to  make  its  way  thro^  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
tho’  never  fo  clofely  ihut,  when  the  wind  could  not 
do  it  as  is  proved  by  a  bladder  turned  with  the 
mouth  downwards,  where  the  water  will  efcape, 
and  yet  the  wind  be  kept  in  :  fo  that  there  is  no 
occafion  to  feek  for  any  other  way  of  this  blood*s 
coming,  but  the  common,  tho’  it  may  happen  fo 
in  fome  cafes. 

It  feems  to  me  harder  to  explain  how  thefe  two 
forts  of  Pregnancies  went  their  full  time,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  fince  the  fubtility  of  one  of  the  contents, 
and  the  fluidity  of  the  other,  feemed  more  likely 

D  2  to 


36  A  general  Threat  if e  of  Midwifry. 

to  force  open  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  than  to 
caiife  fuch  an  extraordinary  dilatation  of  it  ,  unlefs 
it  be  that  it  is  fo  formed  by  nature,  as  to  admit  of 
being  dilated  to  this  degree  without  any  pain,  this 
happening  gradually  ^  and  that  the  more  it  is  ex¬ 
tended  and  enlarged  in  its  fundus^  the  clofer  its 
mouth  is  hiut  up. 

This  lady  did  very  well  afterwards,  and  foon 
after  became of  a  fine  girl,  whom  I  brought 
into  the  world. 


C  H  A  P.  VI I L 
Of  a  falfe  Pregnancy. 

O  'Pregnancy  can  with  more  reafon  be  called 
falfe,  than  that  where  the  woman  imagines 
herfelf  to  be  with  child,  tho’  fhe  is  really  not  fo. 
Women  are  often  miflaken  in  this  manner  at  the 
leaving  off  of  their  menfes.  As  this  happens  to  feme  at 
thirty-five,  fome  forty,  fome  forty-five  ;  and  they 
find  the  fame  complaints  they  ufed  to  have  in  their 
former  child-bearings ;  they  ftill  imagine  the  fame 
thing  to  be  the  matter  with  them,  till  nature  dif- 
fuades  them  from  it,  either  by  the  length  of  time, 
or  a  confiderable  lofs  of  blood.  Many  I  have  feen 
who,  having  never  had  any  children,  flatter  them- 
felves  that  having  now  lefs  fire  and  more  modera¬ 
tion,  they  might  have  fome  now,  tho’  they  could 
not  when  they  were  younger.  Others  again,  have 
fuch  an  averfion  for  old-age,  that  they  had  rather 
believe  themfelves  with  child,  than  to  confefs  they 
are  grovring  old. 

Observation  XX. 

I  was  fent  for  in  March  1689,  by  a  draper’s  wife, 
and  two  days  after,  by  a  fruit-woman  of  this  town. 

I  found 
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I  found  them  both  with  fo  violent  a  flux  of  blood, 
as  to  make  them  fwim  in  their  beds,  tog;ether  with 
feme  night  pains  towards  the  loins  and  lower  belly, 
both  imagining  themfelves  to  be  betW'Cen  three  and 
four  months  gone  with  child.  I  placed  them  pro¬ 
perly,^  to  examine  the  Abdomen  outwardly,  v/hich 
gave  no  proof  of  what  they  laid  *,  they  v/ere  big 
indeed,  but  equally  foft  every  v/here,  without  any 
more  hardnefs  or  refiflance  being  found  in  the 
hypogajlrick  region,  than  in  the  epigajlrkk.  But  as 
this  fign  might  deceive  me,  I  had  recourfe  to  one 
furer,I  mean  the  introduclion  of  the  finger  into  the 
vagina^  where  I  found  the  Os  "ddinca  griping  as  in  its 
natural  ftate,  without  the  body  of  this  vijeus  feem- 
ing  to  be  occupied  by  any  thing  ;  whence  I  judged 
neither  of  thefe  women  to  be  with  child,  but  that 
thefe  complaints  wmre  occafioned  by  the  ftopping 
of  their  rnenfis^  brought  on  by  age,  this  lofs  of 
blood  being  a  fign  of  their  being  about  leaving  them 
for  good.  I  advifed  them  to  keep  their  bed,  and 
remain  quiet  in  body  and  mind  *,  afilirlng  them, 
that  this  pretended  ill  was  the  fore-runner'of  a  very 
good  fiate  of  health,  which  really  happened. 

R  E  F  L  E  X  I  O  N. 

Both  thefe  women  were  pafi:  fifty  ;  and  as  there 
was  a  polfibilitv  of  their  being  with  child,  I  took 
all  the  precaution  imaginable  to  inform  myfelf  j 
bccaufe  had  this  been  the  cafe,  I  mufi:  have  ex- 
tradled  what  v/as  in  the  womb,  Vv^hich  after  the  lois 
of  blood  they  had  fuffered,  mufl:.^  have  been  dead, 
if  a  child,  and  confequently  require  to  be  taken 
away,  as  any  other  foreign  body. 

D  3 
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Observation  XXL 

The  third  of  December  1686,  I  was  fent  for  to  lay 
a  citizen’s  wife  of  this  town,  aged  forty-fix,  v/hom 
I  found  with  pains.  She  thought  herlelf  hear  her 
time,  having  fuftered,' ever  fince.  the  month  of 
March^  all  the  cornplaints  of  child-bearing.  Every 
thing  was  ready  to  receive  the  child,  wdio  was  ar¬ 
dently  willTd  for,  but  I  affiired  them  it  was  in  vain, 
having  found  the  Utenu  in  a  natural  flate.  I  or¬ 
dered  her  reft,  with  bleeding  and  purging,  to  dlf- 
charge  the  humours  that  overloaded  her  low^r 
belly,  upon  the  account  of  the  fupprefilon  of  her 
T/ienfes, 

Reflexion, 

When  a  woman  has  been  any  time  in  doubt 
about  her  big  belly,  you  may  make  a  certain  prog- 
noftic  by  touching  ,  but  when  the  thing  is  recent, 
you  are  not  able  to  do  it,  a  mere  fuppreflion  having 
the  very  fame  fymptoms  with  a  true  Pregnancy, 

Observation  XXII. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  December  1685,  a  w^oman 
forty-ftve  years  old,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  parifti 
of  Morville^  and  married  a  fecond  time  to  a  man  of 
bufinefs,  confulted  me  about  her  being  wn'th  child. 
She  had  indeed  all  the  figns  of  it.  When  ftie 
was  betvccen  fix  and  feven  months  gone,  ihe 
had  the  accident  of  falling  off  a  horfe,  and  was 
taken  with  pains  in  the  belly,  and  a  flight  lofs  of 
blood.  She  fent  for  me  in  a  hurry.  I  found  her 
w’ith  pains  very  like  thofe  of  labour,-  and  with  a 
motion  fenfible  both  to  fight  and  feel  ;.but  her 
belly  was  very  littje  raifed,  I  toughed  her,  and 

found 
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found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  in  its  natural  (late, 
the  blood  flowing  down  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
thofe  who  have  an  immc'^ierate  flux  of  the  motfes  ; 
which  was  not  to  be  v/ondered  at,  confidering  the 
time  they  had  been  fupprefTed.  I  aflTured  her,  that 
her  big  belly  would  terminate  by  this  flux,  and  it 
happened  fo  in  two  or  three  days,  which  procured 
her 'a  very  good  ffate  of  health  afterwards,  without 
any  more  return  of  this  evacuation. 

Reflexion. 

Every  thing^concurred  in  this  woman  to  make 
us  imagine  her  big  with  child,  till  I  had  touched 
her.  1  take  it  that  the  motion  I  remarked  was 
caufed  by  the  humours  being  become  fliarp  by 
their  long  flay,  and  fo  irritating  the  Uierus. 

Observation  XXIII. 

The  fecond  of  January  1702,  I  was  defired  by  a 
lady  who  lived  four  or  five  leagues  off,  that  had  had 
feveral  children,  not  to  engage  myfelf  at  a  certain 
timefhe  fixed,  and  to  wait  on  her  to  lay  her.  But  this 
time  happening  fooner  than  that  Ihe  had  appointed 
to  me,  I  was  fent  for  poll.  I  met  feveral  people  on 
the  way,  who  entreated  me  to  make  hafle  *,  however, 
I  found  her  quiet  enough  to  give  me  time  to  get 
my  dinner  *,  and  her  pains  did  not  return  till  night, 
but  fo  weak,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  me  to 
fet  up.  Many  days  paflTed  thus  with  good  and  bad 
intervals,  till  at  lafl:  I  propofed  the  means  of  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  doubts,  by  which  I  found  and  certified 
that  fhe  was  not  big  with  child,  tho’  fhe  had  then 
all  the  apparent  marks  of  child-bearing. 
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Reflexion. 

I  made  this  lady  fenfible  that  thefe  naufeas,  vo¬ 
mitings  and  longings  die  had  perceived  at  firfr, 
were  caiifed  by  the  fiippreffion  of  her  menfes^  and 
that  the  elevation  and  bignefs  of  her  belly  were  the 
confequences  of  it  :  that  thefe  humours,  by  their 
long  day,  had  contracted  an  acrimony,  and  irri¬ 
tated' the  veomb  and  membranous  parts  of  the  belly 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  caufe  thefe  dimulating  pains 
vdiich  die  midook  for  labour  pains. 

CHAP.  IX. 

-.■v 

Of  true  Pregnancy. 

only  difference  there  is  between  true 
Pregnancy  and  that  againfl:  nature  is,  that  in 
this  all  the  'complaints  are  more  preffing,  and  the 
belly  generally  begins  to  increafe  from  the  very  firlt 
days,  whereas  in  a  true  Pregnancy^  it  leffens  often  to 
the  end  of  the  fecond  month  *,  which  has  given  oc- 
cafion  to  this  French  proverb,  En  ventre  plat  enfant  y  A 
In  helly  fiat^  there  is  a  hr  at  •,  and  that  generally  a  v/o- 
man  gets  rid  of  a  falfe  Conception^  before  the  child 
begins  to  move,  which  is  generally  at  four  months 
and  an  half.  It  appears  then,  that  to  be  certain  that 
a  woman  is  really  pregnant ^  her  menfes  muft  have 
been  regular  before  fhe  thought  herfelf  a  breeding, 
that  they  be  fuppreffed  nowq  that  her  belly  fhould 
flatten  to  the  end  of  the  fecond  month,  and  for  the 
lafl:  indubitable  proof,  that  the  child  manifefts  it- 
fclf  by  moving,  which  in  fome  happens  fooner  than 
in  others,  at  the  fooneft  alter  forty  days,  at  the 
latQft  at  five  months  end.  But  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  figns,  a  furgeon  fhould  always  be  cautious, 
when  he  is  to  give  his  opinion,  there  being  no  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  rule  but  what  has  an  exception,  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations  will  prove  ;  Vvhere  you  will  meet 
with  women  bearing  children  without  any  of  thefe 
pretended  marks  of  fruitfulnefs^  and  others  on  whom 
they  have  kept  to  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh 
month,  fome  that  never  felt  their  children,  tho’ 
really  pregnant  others  in  whom  the  belly  increafed 
from  the  very  firft,  and  whofe  rnenjes  came  down 
for  feveral  months,  without  hardly  ever  feeling  their 
children,  and  v^ho  neverthelefs  were  breeding,  tho^ 
all  thefe  figns  were  almoft  certain  prognoflics  of  a 
Pregnancy  againft  nature  :  and  fome,  in  fine,  who 
with  motions  exactly  refem filing  thofe  of  a  child, 
had  neverthelefs  certain  figns  of  a  falfe  Pregnancy, 

Observation  XXIV. 

I  was  defired,  the  feventh  of  July  16^1^  to  go  and 
fee  a  young  woman  who  v/as  not  yet  thirteen,  that 
v/as  attacked  with  a  very  fevere  fit  of  the  cholic. 
When  I  came,  I  eafily  guefied  the  caufe  of  her  clii- 
order.  The  nature  of  the  pains,  and  the  bignefs 
of  the  belly  foon  difeovered  it,  and  it  Vv^as  a  very 
firange  ipebiacle,  as  fbe  did  not  look  to  be  above 
ten  years  old,  having  for  many  years  of  her  infancy 
been  afflidhed  with  the  King^s-evil  in  feveral  parts  of 
her  body  *,  the  father  and  mother  affured  me  that 
that  fbe  never  had  yet  the  benefit  of  nature,  and 
that  they  always  thought  the  bignefs  of  her  belly 
was  owing  to  her  bad  ffate  of  health  j  they  feemed 
very  much  furprized  v/hen,  after  having  touched 
her,  I  told  them  fhe  was  jufl  going  to  be  brought 
to-bed. 

Young  as  fhe  was,  fhe  had  a  very  good  heart  ; 
I  kept  encouraging  her  as  much  as  I  could.  The 
pains  came  on  as  well  as  one  could  defire,  v/liich 
file  helped  on  without  ceafing,  till  the  child  came 
forth  *,  after  which  I  bid  her  lie  quiet,  every  thing 
being  over,  '  Re- 
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Reflexion. 

This  girl  was  fo  young,  that  when  I  told  her  the 
child  was  come,  ilie  bid  me  hold  it  for  fear 
it  fliould  go  in  again. 

When  I  fpeak  of  the  youth  of  this  girl,  I  do  not 
mean  by  that,  that  it  was  a  hinderance  to  the  flow¬ 
ing  of  her  menfes^  having  known  many  girls  who 
have  had  them  at  nine,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been 
twenty-five.  All  I  mean  by  it  is,  to  prove  that  a 
v/oman  7nay  hear  children  before  the  appearance  of 
the  menfes :  as  it  appears  alfo  in  an  obfervation  of 
Mauriceau\, 

She  fuckled  her  child,  and  became  big  again, 
without  the  appearance  of  any  thing.  It  is  eafy 
to  conceive  that  the  fiiperfluity  of  humours  being 
carried  off  by  the  means  of  the  milk,  there  was 
nothing  to  go  downwards  ;  which  made  the  womb 
to  be  continually  in  the  (fate  of  a  new  Conception. 
She  is  now  tall  and  luffy,  regular,  and  in  good 
health,  and  has  had  feveral  children  fince. 

Observat  ion  XXV. 

An  officer’s  wife  of  this  town  between  eighteen 
and  nineteen  years  of  age,  enjoying  perfedl  health, 
became  big  with  child,  and  had  every  way  a  good 
time  of  it,  tho’  nature  had  never  yet  in  her  per- 
fofmed^  her  f^n6lions.  She  fuckled  her  child  a 
whole  year  a  month  after  having  weaned  him,  flie 
fuddenly  became  very  uneafy,  fancying  herfelf  near 
death,  without  being  willing  to  declare  what  was 
the  matter  with  her.  Whereupon  I  was  fent  for 
in  a  hurry  ;  fhe  began  no  fooner  to  open  her 
complaint  to  me,  which  was  no  more  but  a  ufual 
flux  of  the  menfes^  but  I  aflfured  her  it  was  owing 
to  her  good  conftitution,  and  denoted  future  health 
to  her  5  that  nothing  happened  now  to  her  but 

what 
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what  ufually  happens  before  child-bearing  ;  and 
that  tho’  this  evacuation  v/as  fomevv^hat  greater 
than  ufual,  it  would  be  of  fervice  to  her,  as  no¬ 
thing  had  appeared  on  her  fince  her  lying-in,  which 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  upon  the  account  of 
her  being  a  nurfe.  But  what  furprized  me  mod 
was,  that  the  hufband,  who  was  a  fenhble  man,  and 
the  wife,  who  was  no  lefs  fo,  affured  me,  that  they 
had  never  feen  any  thing  like  it  before  her  being 
with  child,  and  were  not  in  the  lead  acquainted 
w’ith  the  neceffity  of  this  evacuation. 

Reflexion. 

If  the  menfes  had  been  ready  to  appear  jud  at 
the  time  that  Concepion  happened,  as  Mauriceau  re¬ 
ports  in  two  of  his  obfervations,  and  dopped  there¬ 
by,  this  woman  would  have  been  feized  with  the 
mod  grievous  fymptoms  that  attend  Pregnancy^  fuch 
as  naufeas,  vomitings,  wearinels,  v/hich  did  not 
happen  :  this  fliows  that  nature  was  as  happily  dif- 
pofed  before  thefe  figns  di fruitfulnefs ^  as  afterwards, 
fince  experience  daily  informs  us,  that  women  are 
got  with  child  when  the  Uterus  is  well  emptied,  that 
is  after  any  lofs  of  blood,  or  flowing  of  the  menfes^ 
and  rarely  jud  before,  their  flowing  ;  nay,  if  by 
chance  a  woman  becomes  big  during  this  evacua¬ 
tion,  which  is  confequently  dopped  thereby  before 
the  whole  is  voided,  bad  confequences  enfue-  ffom 
thence  to  the  woman  during  child-bearing,  and  to 
the  child  afterwards.  Hence  we  learn,  that  the 
propered  time  for  Conception  is  when  the  Uterus  is 
mod  empty. 

Observation  XXVI. 

A  citizen’s  wife  of  this  town,  who  w^as  taken 
with  a  general  didade  for  what  fhe  eat  with  the 

mod 
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moll:  pleafure  before,  with  a  continual  vomiting, 
and  a  longing  for  things  ihe  ufually  had  an  averfion 
to,  would  have  thought  herfelf  with  child,  if  her 
reienfes  had  not  come  down  monthly,  her  belly 
having  grov/n  vifibly  bigger  from  the  firfl:  month, 
contrary  to  hercuitom,  and  ftill  keeping  increafing, 
notwithhanding  the  diforders  fhe  laboured  under. 
Having  attentively  examined  her  condition,  I  made 
her  obferve  that  her  r/ienfes  did  nor  appear  in  a 
hated  time,  anei  were  different  as  to  quantity  and 
quality  from  what  they  w^re  before  her  indifpofi- 
tion  *,  this  confequently  fhould  not  hinder  her  from 
thinking  herfelf  with  child  •,  that  fhe  was  filled  with 
(harp  malignant  humours,  for  want  of  purging  in 
time,  and  that  her  complaints  proceeded  from 
thence  ;  wherefore  I  bled  and  purged  her,  vrhich 
delivered  her  of  her  naufeas  and  vomitings,  and 
brought  her  to  her  ftomach  *,  but  nature  kept  dif- 
charging  itfelf  to  the  feventh  month,  notwithhand- 
ing  which  fhe  kept  increafing  in  bulk,  without 
hardly  perceiving  any  motion  •,  which  at  laft  ceafed 
to  be  perceived  at  all  from  the  end  of  the  feventh, 
to  that  of  the  ninth,  v/hich  made  her  very  uneafy, 
tho’  I  affured  her  all  wmuld  come  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion,  which  really  happened  fo  ,  and  1  laid  her 
in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 


Reflexion. 


To  fpeak  the  truth,  I  could  not  tell  myfelf  what 
to  make  of  this  Pregnancy^  confidering  the  increafe 
of  her  belly  from  the  very  firft  month,  with  the 
obfcure  motion,  which  inftead  of  increafing  went 
entirely  off  at  the  end  of  the  feventh  month  •,  all 
this  feemed  to  denote  a  Mole :  But  I  was  neverthe- 
lefs  perfuaded  that  this  flux  which  came  down  every 
month,  fometimes  fooner,  fometimes  later,  would 
nof  have  flopped  as  it  did  at  the  end  of  the  feventh 

month. 
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month,  without  the  entire  coming  away  of  the  foreign 
body.  What  ftill  gave  me  greater  hope  was^  that 
on  laying  dov/n  and  fbifting  fides,  fhe  felt  no  weight, 
that  Ihe  walked  eafily,  and  kept  her  water,  as  v/ell 
as  if  file  had  not  been  big  at  all,  but  her  vomit¬ 
ings  came  on  again,  and  remained  on  her  to 
the  very  day  that  fhe  felt  the  pains,  I  had  imme¬ 
diate  notice  when  this  happened,  and  repaired  to 
her  forthwith.  She  had  not  fix  pains,  and  thofe 
very  mild,  before  (he  was  delivered  of  a  large  boy, 
but  fo  weak,  that  I  hardly  thought  that  he  had  life 
enough  to  be  chriftened  ;  he  recovered  however, 
and  did  very  well  afterwards,  as  alfo  the  mother, 
who  got  up  again  very  foon. 

This  obfervation  fhows  us  fully  how  wary  we 
ought  to  be  in  deciding  about  womens  Pregnancies . 

Thtfoxm^xPregnancies  of  this  woman  ufed  to  begin 
by  the  fuppreffion  of  her  menfes^  and  the  flattening 
of  her  belly  for  the  two  firft  months,  without  nau- 
feas  and  vomitings  :  here  her  menfes  kept  on,  and 
her  belly  fwelled  cut.  Were  not  thefe  ftrong  proofs 
that  fhe  was  not  big  with  diild,  but  rather  with  a 
Mole  or  falfe  Conception  P  And  that  motion  almoft 
imperceptible  to  the  lafl,  gave  room  to  think  it 
fome  foreign  body.  All  this  bids  us  be  careful  how 
we  adminiiter  remedies,  and  make  a  prognoftic. 

Observation  XXVII. 

A  woman  of  this  town  having  all  the  figns  of  a 
happy  Pregnancy^  except  her  menfes^  which  kept 
coming  down  for  the  wo  firfl  months,  confulted 
her  furgeon,  who  affured  her  fhe  was  not  with 
child,  tho’  her  belly  kept  increafmg  confiderably. 
Having  been  but  fickly  to  the  fixth  month,  llie  was 
then  attacked  with  preffing  pains  like  thofe  of  la¬ 
bour.  Her  furgeon  told  her  it  was  the  cholic,  and 
that  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  her  being 

with 
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with  child  ;  he  confequently  gave  her  fome  reme¬ 
dies  which  eafed  her  pains.  But  growing  dill  big¬ 
ger  without  feeling  any  motion,  and  the  fame  pains 
returning  on  her  two  months  after,  flie  fent  for  me 
the  feventeenth  of  January  1686.  I  found  her  with 
very  ftrong  pains  ;  I  touch’d  her,  and  found  the 
womb  full,  with  its  mouth  thick  and  clofed  ,  and 
when  fhe  laid  on  her  back,  v/ith  her  knees  raifed, 
her  belly  was  full,  big  and  hard  below  the  navel, 
feeling  no  weight  when  fhe  moved  from  one  fide  to 
another,  nor  v/hen  Banding,  whereupon  I  allured 
her  fhe  was  big  v/ith  child,  but  not  yet  ready  to 
lie  in  ;  that  thefe  pains  were  occafioned  by  the 
fharpnefs  of  the  bile,  which  irritated  the  bow^els, 
and  even  caufed  a  flight  loofenefs.  I  ordered  her 
Ibme  clyfters,  v/hich  carried  off  her  pains.  A  month 
after,  flie  was  taken  with  true  labour  pains,  which 
did  not  remain  long  on  her,  before  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  one  of  the  largeft  girls  I  ever  faw. 

Reflexion. 

I  impute  the  children  in  thefe  two  obfervations 
not  being  felt,  to  the  fmall  quantity  of  the  waters, 
and  their  more  than  ordinary  bignefs. 

Observation  XXVIII. 

A  hufband man’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  Colombia 
came  to  confult  me  about  her  merifes  being  flopped 
for  five'months,  her  belly  growing  bigger,  without 
her  feeling  any  thing,  being  at  the  fame  time  very 
well  in  health.  I  advifed  her  to  be  let  blood,  and 
come  again.  Two  months  after,  fhe  told  me  that 
her  belly  Bill  kept  on  growing  bigger,  without 
feeling  any  thing.  I  repeated  bleeding,  in  hopes 
that  the  motion  this  would  caufe  to  the  humours, 
might  be  communicated  to  the  child.  This  not 

fucceeding, 
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fucceeding,  I  left  it  to  time  to  decide  the  matter. 
Her  belly  was  entirely  like  that  of  a  pregnant  wo¬ 
man  5  and  in  the  touchings  I  found  the  Os  ’Tinc^ 
well  clofed,  and  the  Uterus  big  and  full.  A  little 
while  after  I  laid  her  of  a  very  large  boy. 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  Pregnancy,  when  there  is  more  than  one  child, 

WOMEN  have  fometimes  two,  fometimes 
three  children  at  a  time,  but  very  feldom 

more. 

The  figns  of  a  woman’s  being  big  with  more 
than  one  child,  are  thefe,  according  to  Mauriceau : 
When  the  children  have  ftrength  enough  to  make 
their  motion  fenfible,  the  woman  finds  herfelf  ex¬ 
traordinarily  big,  without  however  any  fufpicion  of 
a  Dropfy  ;  an  eminence  on  each  fide  of  her  belly, 
with  a  finking  line  in  the  middle,  almofl  puts  ,the 
thing  out  of  doubt.  There  are  at  the  fame  time 
different  motions  felt  on  each  fide,  and  thofe  more 
frequent  than  ufual,  the  children  incommoding  one 
another  ;  the  woman  is  more  full  of  complaints 
during  her  whole  time,  the  belly  is  rounder,  and 
not  pointing  fo  much  forwards ;  in  the  laft  months 
her  thighs  and  legs  fwell,  fometimes  alfo,  both  lips 
of  the  Vulva^  and  the  whole  Pubis',  But  experience 
has  taught  me  beyond  all  doubt,  that  there  is  no 
more  certainty  in  making  a  prognoftic  whether 
there  is  one  or  more  children,  than  about  the  va¬ 
rious  forts  of  Pregnancies, 

Observation  XXIX. 

The  wife  of  a  peruke-maker  of  this  town,  being 
extraordinarily  big  before,  behind,  and  on  the  hips, 
confulted  me  to  know  what  Ihe  had  to  hope  or  fear. 

Her 
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Her  legs  and  feet  were  much  fwelled,  flie  could 
hardly  walk,  and  felt  a  motion  on  both  Tides.  The 
time  of  her  being  brought  to-bed  being  come,  and 
the  pains  already  on,  Hie  Tent  for  me.  I  touched 
her,  and  found  the  head  of  the  child  very  near  ; 
the  waters  came  away  at  that  very  inilant  in  a  fur- 
prifmg  quantity,  being  followed  by  a  very  fmall 
child,  without  any  pain,  as  alfo  by  the  Placenta, 
I  introduced  my  hand  to  fee  if  the  Uterus  was  empty, 
which  eafily  appeared.  The  child  died  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  but  the  mother  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

I  never  was  more  pofitive  in  believing  a  woman 
big  with  two  children,  than  I  was  here.  The  wa¬ 
ters  which  filled  the  Uterus  gave  full  liberty  to  the 
child  to  make  its  motions  fenfible.  It  is  furprifing 
it  could  live  at  all  in  fuch  a  deluo;e  of  Vv^ater.  There 
was  no  occafion  for  me  to  introduce  my  hand  to 
feek  for  any  thing  elfe  after  fuch  an  inundation  as 
this.  But  the  taking  too  many  precautions  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  a  fault. 

Observation  XXX. 

A  citizen’s  wife  of  this  town  being  with  child, 
was  prodigioufly  unwieldy  thro’  the  mioniirous  big- 
nefs  of  her  belly,  which  hindered  her  much  in 
v/alking.  The  violent  motions  which  Hie  fometimes 
felt  on  both  Tides  at  once,  perTuaded  me  there  were 
tv/o  children.  She  vvas  my  neighbour,  and  I  ufed 
to  Tee  her  often.  Fler  time  being  come,  I  was  not 
a  quarter  of  , an  hour  in  delivering  her  of  one  of  the 
largeft  boys  I  ever  faw  in  my  life,  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water,  and  a  large  Placenta^  which  followed 
very  eafily. 

Re- 
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Reflexion, 

This  woman  had  been  with  child  once  before, 
without  being  any  more  difordered  than  at  other 
times. 

A  large  child,  a  great  quantity  of  water,  and  a 
large  Placenta^  were  fufficient  to  produce  thefe  fymp- 
toms.  All  thefe  circumftances  made  it  fo  fure,  that 
there  was  nothing  left  in  the  Uterus^  that  it  would 
have  been  needlefs  to  introduce  the  hand  any  more. 

Observation  XXXI. 

A  cook’s  wife  of  this  town  was  fo  enormoufly 
big,  that  people  wondered  at  her  as  fhe  walked  in 
the  fiireets.  Her  belly  pointed  forwards  in  fuch  a 
manner^  that  Hie  could  not  fee  the  ground  ;  not- 
withflanding  which,  Ihe  walked  with  a  furprifing 
nimblenefs.  She  felt  but  few  rrlotions,  w^s  not  in 
the  leaft  difordered,  neither  were  her  legs  and  feet 
at  all  fwelled. 

She  expedled  to  be  brought  to  bed  in  June^  but 
did  not  fend  for  me  till  the  twenty-fourth  of  July, 
As  I  was  going  to  examine  her,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  the  waters  flew  all  oVer  me.  Finding 
fome  refiftance  in  pulling  the  firing,  I  flipt  my  hand 
along  it,  and  found  the  waters  of  a  fecond  child 
ready  to  break  the  membranes.  I  had  hardly  time 
to  tie  the  chord  of  the  firfl:  child,  before  thefe  wa¬ 
ters  came  away,  and  the  child  followed.  They 
were  both  boys.  There  Was  but  one  Placenta  for 
both. 


CHAR 
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C  H  A  P.  XI. 


Of  the  infallible  fgm  of  Pregnancy* 
HERE  are  but  two  fens  on  which  we  can 


i  entirely  depend  ;  which  arc,  the  motion  of 
the  child,  and  the  introdu6lion  of  the  finger  into 
the  vagina  ;  by  the  means  of  which,  we  find  the 
mouth  of  the  Uterus  quite  clofed,  and  its  neck  ap¬ 
pearing  but  little,  or  not  at  all,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  of  Pregnancy,  For  the  nearer  a  wo¬ 
man  draws  to  her  time,  the  more  the  neck  of  the 
Uterus  is  dilated,  till  it  difappears  entirely  in  the  lafl: 
month.  Thus,  in  a  woman  five  or  fix  months  gone 
with  child,  the  Os  Tinc^e  is  quite  clofed,  the  neck 
of  the  Uterus  very  fliort,  and  its  body  full  and  ex¬ 
tended.  When  together  with  thefe  figns  the  child 
is  felt,  the  thipg  is  paft  doubt. 

'  The  motions  of  a  child  of  this  age  are  fo  eafy  to 
'  be  diflinguifhed  from  the  convulfive  motions  of  the 
Uterus^  or  neighbouring  parts,  that  if  they  are  con¬ 
founded,  it  is  through  want  of  experience.  If  to 
thefe  motions  you  add  the  complaints  which  have 
preceded,  fuch  as  naufeas,  and  thofe  which  Fill 
remain  *,  as  the  fupprefilon,  the  fwelling  of  the 
breafts,  the  tenfion,  elevation,  and  hardnefs  of  the 
hypogaftrick  region  *,  and  in  fine,  the  tenfion  of  the 
body  of  the  Uterus  itfelf,  you  will  eafily  find  what 
wide  difference  there  is  between  thefe  figns  and 
thofe  of  a  Mole,,  wind,  or  water. 

But  were  all  the  figns  of  Pregnancy  to  meet,  I  ne¬ 
ver  would  affirm  that  a  woman  was  with  child  be¬ 
fore  the  fourth  month,  becaufe  before  that  time, 
what  the  Uterus  contains,  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  affirm  whether  it  be  a  Foetus,,  Mole,,  water,  ^ 
wind,  or  only  a  fnpprefiion  of  the  menfes. 


Ob  s  E  R- 
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Observation  XXXII, 

,  Being  in  the  country  to  fee  a  patient,  a  young 
lady  came  in  where  I  was.  An  ill-timed  curiofity 
inade  me  enquire  what  married  lady  that  was.  The 
miilrefs  of  the  houfe  told  me  fhe  was  not  married, 
and  was  her  hufband’s  fifter.  I  wifhed  my'  words 
in  again.  After  haying  prefcribed  for  my  patient, 
I  was  going  away^  pleafed  within  nhyfelf  to  have  got 
fo  well  out  of  the  fcrape,  when  1  faw  the  lady  of  the 
houfe  waiting  for  me  at  fomediftance  from  the  houfe, 
to  tell  me  how  uneafy  (he  was  at  what  I  had  faid, 
having  herfelf  fufpefted  the  thing  before,  and  to  beg 
of  me  to  tell  her  whether  it  was  really  fo  or  not. 
She  would  have  fent  for  the  young  lady,  which  I 
father  chofe  putting  off  for  two  days^  when  I  was 
again  to  vifit  my  patient. 

Accordingly,  when  I  came,  I  went  to  the  young 
lady’s  chamber.  I  never  faw  a  more  modeft  wo¬ 
man^  nor  more  confident  of  her  innocence.  After 
many  queftions,  which  I  even  carried  beyond  de¬ 
cency,  I  afked  her  whether  Ihe  would,  to  fatisfy 
her  fifter,  lubmiit  to  the  touch?  Shefubmitted  to  it. 
Having  accordingly  placed  her  in  a  proper  pofture, 
with  her  knees  raifed,  andtheheelsdrawn  backwards, 

I  found  that  her  belly  was  more  hard  and  tenfe  in 
the  hypogaftnum  than  epigoftrium^  with  a  motion  like 
that  of  a  child.  After  this,  I  put  her  in  the  pofture 
ufed  in  going  to  ftool,  and  found  the  Os  Tinc£ 
clofed,  hardly  any  neck  left,  and  the  body  of  the 
Uterus  big  and  tenfe.  This  was  fufficient  to  affure 
her  and  her  fifter^  that  fhe  was  between  five  or  fix 
months  gone  v/ith  child.  She  confirmed  my  pre¬ 
diction  three  months  and  an  half  after^  by  bring¬ 
ing  forth  a  fiije  boy. 
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Reflexion. 

When  fliame,  or  the  fear  of  pain  hinder  women 
from  this  method  of  trial,  I  leave  it  then  to  time 
to  clear  up  the  matter,  without  deciding  any  thing 
rnyfcdf 

Observation  XXXIII. 

The  13th  of  May  young  woman  came  to 

me,  and  told  me  of  many  complaints  fhe  had  la¬ 
boured  under  for  three  months  paft,  that  her  menfes 
had  left  her  j  the  chief  were  a  thorough  diQike  of 
foup  and  meat,  which  heretofore  ilie  ufed  to  eat  in 
great  quantities,  and  a  great  defire  for  things  fhe 
had  no  liking  to  before  ;  her  legs  and  belly  were 
very  much  fwelled,  and  it  was  with  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  that  fhe  could  walk.  As  I  always  miftruft  thefe 
female  diforders,  ladvifed  her  to  fome  innocent  re¬ 
medies,  juft  to  gain  time  ;  with  which  I  kept  her 
on  for  two  months,  when  I  made  no  longer  any  doubt 
of  her  being  with  child.  I  fpoke  to  her  about  it, 
which  fo  difpleafed  her,  that  fhe  told  her  father  and 
mother  of  it.  The  mother,  fome  days  after,  de- 
fired  me  to  come  and  fee  her  daughter.  I  aflced 
her  queflions  before  her  mother,  touching  all  her 
former  complaints,  and  her  prefent  ffate,  having 
again  a  liking  to  foup  and  meat,  her  legs  as  ufual, 
and  her  belly  pointing  in  the  inferior  part,  with  a 
motion  eafily  perceivable  to  the  hand. 

I  afked  this  credulous  mother,  whether  flie,  who 
had  had  ten  or  twelve  children,  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  this  diltemper ;  then  left  her, 
v/ithout  haying  for  an  anfwer.  She  found  after¬ 
wards  a  phyfician  and  furgeon,  who  affured  her  fhe 
was  not  with  child,  and  promifed  to  cure  her  of 
this  diforder,  by  thejiieans  of  opening  potions,  and  a 

conftant 
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conftant  ufe  of  the  juice  of  chervil.  They  went 
on  in  this  manner,  till  labour  manifefted  itfelf  by 
the  pains.  Unknown  to  thefe  gentlemen,  a  mid¬ 
wife  was  fent  for,  who  touched  the  daughter  in  their 
prefence,  while  they  kept  laughing  at  her,  telling 
her  how  pofitive  they  were  of  her  not  being  with 
child  •,  but  the  laugh  was  turned  upon  them,  when 
the  midwife  affirmed,  that  fhe  felt  the  child’s  head. 
They  left  the  room  full  of  confufion,  and  ffie  was  de¬ 
livered  before  they  were  got  into  the  ftreet.  She 
died,  as  well  as  the  child,  a  few  days  after  ;  which 
thefe  learned  dodlors  might  not  a  little  contri¬ 
bute  to. 


Reflexion. 

There  was  here  no  occafion  for  touchings  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  child  being  fo  evident,  befides  the  other 
fymptoms. 

Observation  XXXIV. 

July  the  fecond  1689,  I  was  defired  by  a  lady  of 
this  town,  to  vifit  her  maid,  who  was  very  much 
out  of  order.  I  found  her  in  bed.  She  told  me, 
that  eight  months  ago  fhe  had  a  great  fright,  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  piftol  being  let  off  ciofe  to  her  ears, 
while  ffie  .had  htv  menfes  upon  her,  which  flopped 
from  that  very  intlant  *,  that  ffie  had  fuffered  fince 
feveral  complaints,  which  left  me  no  room  to  doubt 
of  her  being  with  child.  I  told  her  my  thoughts 
about  it,  but  her  good  miflrefs,  who  was  by,  could 
by  no  means  believe  it.  As  I  was  come  to  give 
her  eafe,  and  I  could  not  do  it,  unlefs  I  knew  the 
nature  of  her  diflemper,  I  afked  both  the  maid 
and  miflrefs,  whether  they  would  give  me  leave  to 
put  the  thing  out  of  doubt  •,  they  agreed  to  it  : 
accordingly,  I  placed  her  in  the  ufual  fituatioi]. 

E  3  Her 
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Her  belly  was  hard  and  fwelled  out,  .efpecially  in 
the  hypogajlrhim  \  I  ftroked  it  a  little,  and  found  a 
ftrong  child  anfwering  to  the  ftroke.  This  was 
enough  to  confirm  the  thing  ;  but  being  willing  to 
know  how  far  gone  flie  was,  I  made  herfix  herfelfin 
a  fitting  pofture,  then  introduced  my  finger  into  the 
vagina^  by  which  means  I  found  the  mouth  of  the 
confounded  with  the  body  of  it,  which  made 
a  regular  globe  j  by  which  I  judged  that  fhe  had 
at  mofi  but  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  to  go,  which 
I  let  them  know  before  I  went. 

Reflexion, 

'll  .  i 

A  child  moves  fome  part  or  other,  whereas  a  Mole 
or  Pregnancy  againft  nature,  is  nioved  all  at  once.  In 
convulfions  of  the  Uterus^  there  is  a  hidden  trem¬ 
bling  of  the  parts,  without  any  hardnefs  or  folidity  i 
but  ihould  this  be  doubtful,  touching  will  clear  up 
the  matter,  by  fiiowing  us  the  difpofition  of  the 
Uterus  \  which  when  the  child  is  of  a  certain  big- 
nefs,  that  is  about  the  fifth  month,  is  very  different 
from  its  ufual  condition,  and  much  bigger  than  a 
falfe  Conception  could  make  it.  The  Os  P’mca  is 
clofed,  and  part  of  the  neck  is  extended  and  drawn 
but,  as  the  child  grows  bigger,  and  at  laft  wdiolly 
confounded  with  the  body  of  the  Uterus^  which  be-* 
comes  as  round  as  a  ball. 

Observation  XXXV. 

The  twelfth  of  November  a  girl  came  to 

me  recommended  by  fome  perfons  of  note,  who 
Would  not  believe  but  that  file  was  with  child,  tho* 
fhe  abfolutely  denied  it. '  Her  ?nenfes  had  ‘been 
flopped  for  four  or  five  months,  which  had  brought 
on  her  naufeas,  vomitings,  vapours,  iveaknefles,  and 
a  falling  away  of  the  whole  body,  with  fuch  a  ten- 
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fion  of  the  belly,  which  made  it  look  like  that  of 
a  pregnant  v/oman.  Having daid  her  on  her  back, 
I  found  a  foftnefs  on  her  belly,  which  gave  me  fuf- 
picion.  I  mad^  her  get  up,  and  introducing  my 
hnger  into  the  Vagina  ;  I  found  the  mouth  of  the 
Uterus  open,  and  the  Uterus  of  its  natural  fize: 
whence  I  concluded,  that  all  her  complaints  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  fuppreffionof  her  menjes^  for  which 
J  gave  her  medicines,  and  cured  her. 

Observation  XXXVI. 

The  eighth  of  December  1700,  a  lufly  wench  was 
brought  to  me,  who  had  loft  her  me7ifes  without  d-ny 
manifeft  reafon.  Her  breafts  were  fwelled  ex¬ 
tremely  for  fome  months,  her  belly  was  big,  and 
as  prominent  as  that  of  a  woman  fix  months  gone 
with  child.  Upon  my  queftioning  her,  llie  told 
me  frankly,  that  fhe  loved  mirth  and  romping,  but 
that  fhe  was  honeff,  and  that  if  fhe  had  a  mind  to 
be  debauched,  fhe  would  do  as  fhe  pleafed,  being 
her  own  miftrefs  ;  however,  I  might  do  what  | 
pleafed  to  make  people  eafy.  I  placed  her  as 
ufual,  and  found  her  belly  large,  fat  and  fofr,  with¬ 
out  any  hardnefs  or  tenfion  ;  then  I  made  her  get 
up,  and  place  herfelf  in  a  fitting  pofture,  to  intro- 
duce  my  finger  into  the  Vagina.  I  found  the  Uterus 
in  its  natural  ftate  *,  whence  I  was  certain  fhe  was 
not  v/ith  child.  She  kept  on  growing  bigger,  but 
without  any  inconveniency  *,  at  laft  the  fufpicion 
went  off,  by  her  never  abfenting  herfelf. 

Reflexion. 

This  being  a  hard  working  girl,  there  is  no  won^: 
der  that  fhe  was  very  well  in  "health,  tho’  nature 
did  not  perform  her  fun(3;ions  \  for  by  her  violent 
exercife,  fhe  confumed  part  of  what  was  redundant 
in  her,  the  reft  was  converted  into  flefli  and  fat. 

E  4  ’  CPIAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Of  the  menftrual  Flux,  and  its  fappre/fon. 

WHEI^  girls  are  come  to  a  certain  age,  they 
have  monthly  an  evacuation  of  blood,  and 
fuperfluous  humours,  as  beneficial  to  them  as 
ii  is  extraordinary  •,  woman  being  the  only  one 
among  all  the  fepiale  kind  that  enjoys  this  advan¬ 
tage. 

This  evacuation,  for  the  moft  part,  begins  at 
thirteen  or  fourteen,  and  often  later,  and  continues 
to  forty-five,  fifty,  nay  in  fome  till  fifty-four, 

Thefe  periods,  however,  are  not  without  excep¬ 
tion  ;  for  I  have  feen  feveral  girls  who  had  this  eva¬ 
cuation  very  regularly  at  nine  years  of  age,  and  tw^o 
I  bled  in  the  arm  and  foot,  ordering  at  the  fame 
time  the  mpft  efficacious  remedies  I  could  think  of^ 
to  bring  it  down  again,  they  labouring  under  the 
worfl  qf  fymptoms  on  the  account  of  its  fup- 
preffipn. 

I  have  alfo  had  under  hand,  a  little  girl  three 
years  old,  who  for  feveral  months,  and  pretty  near 
at  the  fame  time,  had  her  ffiift  fpotted  with  blood 
to  the  breadth  of  my  hand,  and  the  fuppreffion  of 
this  caufed  a  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  pretty  near  pe¬ 
riodical,  which  lafled  feveral  days,  and  yielded  at 
laff  to  a  proper  method  of  cure. 

I  have  feen  a  woman  whom  this  evacuation  left 
at  the  year  of  thirty-five,  without  fiiffering  any  iri- 
conveniency  from  it,  and  another  who  had  had 
thirty-two  children  at  the  year  of  forty-five,  at 
which  time  her  hufband  died,  who  had  ftill  her  * 
menfes  at  fixty-pne  when  fiie  died,  and  was  as  regu¬ 
lar  then  as  fhe  was  at  twenty-five.  Which  made 
Mr.  Doucet^  a  dodfor  of  phyfick,  lament  the  hufi 
l^and’s  death,  with  the  thoughts  that  otherwife  fhe 

%vouI4 
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would  'have  borne  children  at  an  age  to  furprize 
the  whole  world,  confidering  the  time  her  menfes 
iafted  on  her. 

Women  are  faid  to  be  regular  when  this  evacuar 
tion  happens  upon  certain  days,  I  do  not  mean  di¬ 
rectly  the  fame  days  of  the  month,  becaufe  to  fome 
women  this  happens  thirteen  or  fourteen  times  a 
year,  fometimes  every  twenty  fifth  day.  I  knew 
a  young  woman  who  took  notice,  that  for  many 
years  her  7nenfes  got  a  day  every  month. 

Some  give  to  this  evacuation  the  name  of  being 
put  of  order  \  and  many  are  really  fo  :  their  face  is 
difcoloured,  their  eyes  heavy,  and  a  leaden  circle 
round  them,  with  fo  great  a  weaknefs  on  them, 
that  they  are  not  able  to  fiir,  and  are  forced  to  keep 
,  their  bed.  Others  call  it  the  flowers^  becaufe  it  is 
by  this  they  are  judged  fruitful,  tho’  this  is  not  an 
infallible  fign,  neither  do  they  always  flop  after 
Conception^  but  this  is  fomewhat  contrary  to  the 
ufual  courfe  of  nature.  For  to  have  this  evacuation 
properly,  the  woman  muff  be  of  a  certain  age,  and 
in  good  health,  neither  breeding  nor  fuckling, 

1  do  not  entirely  agree  with  Hippocrates^  as  to  the 
quality  he  attributes  to  this  blood,  nor  to  the  per¬ 
nicious  one  aferibed  by  Pliny.  Hippocrates  fays,  that 
this  blood  is  like  that  of  a  viefim,  and  prefently 
edngealed,  if  the  woman  is  found.  To  be  able  to 
make  this  remark,  the  blood  fliould  come  in  a 
ffream,  as  it  does  from  the  arm  in  blood-letting  ; 
for  if  it  comes  like  a  thread,  or  drop  by  drop,  it 
muft  infallibly  congeal,  as  it  does  in  bleeding,  if  it 
comes  in  this  manner :  now  the  rnenjlrual  blood  ne¬ 
ver  coming  fafter  than  in  the  flowefl:  Venefediion.,  it 
mud;  infallibly  congeal  *,  if  it  comes  otherwife,  it  is 
then  no  longer  a  menjirual  Flux.^  but  a  flooding. 

Pliny  affirms,  there  is  nothing  more  pernicious 
than  this  blood  ;  that  it  kills  bees  by  its  vapours, 
makes  dogs  run  mad  if  they  tafte  it,  deflroys  any 

plant 
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plant  that  comes  near  it.  I  fee  however  many  wo¬ 
men  that  go  every  where,  and  perform  ail  their 
ufual  fonflionSj  when  they  have  the  menjes  on  them, 
as  when  not,  and  yet  caufe  no  mifehief :  fome  alfo 
do  I  fee  w^hofe  prefence  is  dangerous  at  tho(e  times, 
efpecially  red-hair’d  women.  I  had  a  maid  of  this 
complexion.  One  morning  having  feveral  friends 
with  me  at  breakfaft,  V7hite»wine  being  the  mod 
liked  at  that  time,  efpecially  with  cyders,  which  is 
a  frequent  diih  in  this  country,  and  having  fome 
very  good  by  me,  I  lent  my  maid  to  draw  me  fome. 
All  my  friends  commended  its  goodnefs.  The  next 
day  being  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  thofe  that  was 
with  me  the  day  before,  and  he  having  nothing 
but  red  wine,  I  fent  for  fome  of  my  white,  but  it 
was  fo  bad,  that  no  body  could  drink  it.  This, 
fame  maid,  fome  time  after,  helped  to  fait  part  of 
of  a  hog  ;  that  which  fbe  faked  was  good  for  no¬ 
thing,  w’hiie  the  other  that  was  faked  by  another 
perfon,  and  put  by  chance  in  another  tub,  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  good.  It  cannot  be  faid  it  was  for  want  of 
fair,  which  is  fo  cheap  here,  that  it  is  never  fpared. 

1  could  bring  feveral  examples  of  this  kind. 

As  for  the  quantity  of  blood  which  ought  to  flow, 
and  the  time  of  its  duration,  it  is  impoffible  to  fix 
any  thing  about  it,  thefe  things  varying  in  different 
fubjedis,  and  often  in  the  fame. 

This  evacuation  delivers  the  woman  of  fuper- 
fuous  blood,  whether  it  is  that  fhe  breeds  it  faker 
than  man,  or  that  it  is  lefs  fpent  by  tranfpiration 
for  woman  being  defigned  to  breed  and  nouriff 
her  child  during  the  time  of  geftation,  one  of  thefe 
was  abfolutely  requifite.. 

In  women  who  are  not  with  child,  this  evacuation 
is  made  by  the  veifels  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Uterus  *,  in  thofe  that  are,  and  yet  for  fome  reafon 
or  other  have  this  difeharge,  it  proceeds  then  from 

thofe 
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thofe  vefiels  which  lie  on  the  external  part  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Uterus, 

The  way  of  explaining  this  periodical  evacuation 
by  the  means  of  a  fermentation  of  the  humours, 
feems  very  reafonable  *,  this  happens  after  the  fame 
manner  it  does  in  wine,  which  contains  a  ferment 
in  itfelf,  whereby  it  is  purified  and  rendered  better* 

CHAP.  XIIL 

Qf  the  ufefiihefs  of  general  Remedies  firing 

Pregnancy* 

GEneral  Remedies^  fuch  as  Bleedings  Purgings  and 
Glyjlers^  are  of  very  great  feryice  during  the 
time  of  Pregnancy^  efpecially  to  thofe  women  that 
lead  an  eafy  and  fedentary  life,  their  habit  of  body 
being  furfeited  with  humours,  whereas  hard  work¬ 
ing  people  are  much  freer  from  them,  they  being 
carried  off  by  exercife. 

The  chief  of  thefe  diforders  are  lofs  of  appetite, 
a  diflike  for  what  was  liked  before,  a  defire  for  un- 
ufual  things,  wearinefs,  naufeas,  vomitings,  oppref- 
fion,  coughs,  pains  of  the  teeth,  lofs  of  blood,  con- 
yulfions,  fweliings  in  the  legs  and  feet,  which  fbme- 
times  reach  as  high  as  the  hips,  a  pain  in  making 
water,  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  or  an  incontinency  of 
it,  vapours  ;  all  which  complaints  yield  to  general 
Remedies^  which  if  negleded,  we  are  often  forced 
to  have  recourfe  to  Deliveryy  to  prevent  a  greater 
-mifchief. 

Thefe  farne  remedies  are  flill  the  more  necefifary 
to  f regnant  women,  becaufe  there  is  no  fuch  thing 
as  prefcribing  them  a  low  diet,  the  child  requiring 
a  nourifliing  food  *,  neither  can  they  be  confined  to 
thofe  aliments  which  afford  proper  juices,  and  are 
eafy  of  digeffion,  becaufe  we  are  forced  to  let  their 
fancy  guide  them,  for  fear  of  abortion. 
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In  the  life  of  Remedies  you  muft  be  moderate,  be¬ 
ginning  by  fmall  quantities,  and  increalingif  there 
is  occafion,  for  fear  of  hurting  the  woman  by  be¬ 
ing  too  rough  at  firff.  When  I  advife  general 
Remedies^  I  mean  only  v/hen  there  is  occafion  for 
them,  for  otherwife,  they  ought  never  to  be  med¬ 
dled  with  ;  there  being  many  women  who  enjoy  a 
perfe6l  health  during  their  Pregnancy^  without  ever 
v/anting  them. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  Glyfters  during  Pregnancy. 

S  there  are  many  women  who  are  afraid  of 
ufing  Glyjlers  without  advice  ;  I  will  fet  down 
here  all  the  advantages  which  refult  from  them. 

Glyjlers  are  very  ufeful  to  thofe  women  who,  du^ 
ring  their  being  with  child,  are  fubje6l  to  be  coftive, 
to  thofe  who  are  troubled  with  vapours,  naufeas, 
cholics,  dyfenteries ;  for  what  remedy  can  be  more 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  experience  The  F^ces^ 
v/hich  are  grown  hard  in  the  large  Intejlines^  are 
foftened  thereby,  all  Jerous  or  vifeid  humours  which 
load  the  ftomach,  apd  caufe  thofe  naufeas  and  vo¬ 
mitings,  a  redetermined  downward?  ;  all  the  hu¬ 
mours  of  the  body  in  general  are  refrefhed,  by  the 
means  of  the  chyle^^  which  is  thereby  rendered  more, 
temperate,  and  thefe  hot  humours  are  what  caufe 
vapours  by  their  too  great  motion  *,  and  in  fine,  no 
remedy  can  fooner  calm  the  pains  of  the  cholic  and 
dyfentery,  it  being  a  fotus  to  the  very  part,  unlefs 
fome  notorious  miftake  be  committed  in  the  admi-^ 
piflration  of  them. 


Ob  se  r- 
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Observation  XXXVII. 

September  the  fourth  1 704,  a  gentleman  of  this 
town,  to  fave  the  expence  of  an  apothecary,  or¬ 
dered  his  chamber-maid  to  make  him  up  a  Glyjler^ 
which  he  thought  he  had  occafion  for,  tho*  he  was 
well  enough  in  health..  This  girl,  inftead  of  Mer¬ 
cury  leaves,  boiled  up  thofe  of  which  are 

very  like  one  another  fie  added  Ibme  honey  to 
it,  and  gave  her  mafter  this  Glyfter^  who  imme¬ 
diately  felt  juft  fuch  pains  as  if  a  hot  iron  had  been 
put  into  the  Ams^  and  into  all  the  lower  belly. 
The  only  thing  that  could  be  done  for  him,  was 
to  repeat  feveral  other*  Glyjiers^  of  the  emollient, 
cooling  anodyne  kind,  as  alfo  fome  purging  ones, 
none  of  which  came  away  again  ;  fo  great  was  the 
inflammation  caufed  by  this  firft  Glyfter,  He  died 
in  the  greateft  torments. 

There  are  no  Remedies'  more  efficacious  than 
Glyfters^  if  they  are  fuited  to  the  v/oman’s  confti- 
tution,  and  to  the  nature  of  her  diforder  :  thofe 
which  have  a  purging  quality,  are  to  be  ufed  in 
the  moft  vigorous,  and  for  thofe  who  are  much 
bound,  and  after  thofe  of  a  milder  fort  have  been 
tried  in  vain  ;  with  v/eaker  people  the  deterfive 
ones  alone  ffiould  be  ufed  ;  thofe  which  are  ano¬ 
dyne,  ferve  to  appeafe  the  pains  of  the  cholic  and 
dyfentery,  or  to  foment  and  comfort  the  Inteftines, 

Observation  XXX VIIL 

In  the  year  1696,  a  lady  that  lived  four  leagues 
off,  who  was  naturally  coftive,  became  f  ill  more  fo, 
upon  her  firft  being  with  ciiild  ;  flie  defired  my  ad¬ 
vice  about  it.  I  thought  nothing  more  proper  than 
purging  Glyfters  at  firft,  compofed  of  two  ounces  of 
the  Mel  Mercur,  and  one  ounce  of  lenitive  eleftuary 
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in  an  emollient  decoftion  %  this  came  away  but  in 
parr,  and  the  reft  caufed  almofl;  continual  pains 
wherefore  1  changed  the  lenitive  for  a  different  fcrt,’ 
and  the  Mel  Mercur.  for  the  Mel  Violat:  and  at  laft 
the  lenitive  for  the  double  Cathalicon  ^  but  notwith- 
flanding  flie  remained  ftill  more  coftive,  till  at  laft 
I  injected  nothing  but  clear  whey;  which  fucceeded 
very  well,  and  made  her  eafy  to’  the  time  of  her 
Delivery, 


You  fee  that  the  fhafp  particles  of  the  purging 
Ingredients  I  ufed  in  thefe  Glyfters^  irritated  and  in¬ 
flamed  the  Intejiines^  and  by  that  means  hardened 
the  F^ces  {till  more. 

When  one  kind  of  Remedy  difagfees;  tho’  it  ap^ 
pears  never  fo  reafonable  to  us,  we  nlufl:  not  perflfi 
in  it,  but  change  it  for  others. 


CHAP.  XV. 


Of  Bleeding  during  Pregnane}/. 

H  O’  blood  is  the  treafure  of  life,  it  may  fee 
the  caufe  of  death,  either  by  its  too  great 
quantity  or  bad  qualities  ;  wherefore  one  Or  feveral 
VenefeMions^  during  the  time  of  Pregnancy^  often  fave 
the  woman  from  many  unlucky  diforders :  how¬ 
ever,  this  pradlice  is  not  to  be  indiferiminately 
ufed,  it  being  not  only  ufeleis,  but  hurtful,  to  bleed 
a  woman  that  is  quite  in  health  and  without  any 
complaints,  as  it  is  robbing  the  child  of  its  nourifli- 
ment,  and  may  caufe  abortion.  I  ufe  Bleeding  only 
in  perfons  of  a  plethoric  habit  of  body,  or  when 
a  woman  immediately,  on  her  breeding,  can  take 
nothing  but  bad  food,  having  a  diflike  for  thofe 
which  afford  good  juices.  I  advife  it  alfo  to  thofe 

who 
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who  are  attacked  with  heavinels,  naufeas,  vomit¬ 
ings,  faintings,  or  any  flight  lofs  of  blood,  which 
are  the  mofi:  evident  figns  of  a  fuperfluity  of  hu¬ 
mours. 


Observation  XXXIX. 


The  countefs  of  ...  .  tho’  of  a  laiiQ-uine  con-^ 

o 

flitution,  enjoy^i  a  very  good  ftate  of  health  da¬ 
ring  her  Pregnancy^  without  any  of  the  ufual  com^ 
plaints.  The  thirteenth  of  March  1697,  fhe  fent 
me  word  to  come  in  the  morning  to  bleed  her.  It 
was  to  no  purpofe,  I  told  her  flie  had  no  occaflon 
for  it,  and  that  llie  had  done  very  well  in  her  firfl: 
Pregnancy  without  it.  She  would  have  it  done,  and 
I  was  forced  to  obey.  I  took  away  eight  ounces  of 
blood  ;  fhe  bore  the  bleeding  very  well.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  her  reckoning  there  wanted  at  leaft  about 
twelve  days  to  have  the  nine  months  compleated. 
'I  fay,  at  leafl,  it  being  thereabouts  fince  her  huf- 
band  returned  from  a  long  journey.  She  felt  fome 
flight  pains  at  night,  and  fent  for  me  :  I  de¬ 
livered  her  that  very  night  of  a  boy  fo  very  fmall, 
that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  living,  as  he  did 
not  feem  to  be  more  then  feven  months  and  an  half 
old.  He  lived  neverthelefs,  and  is  now  a  good 
big  boy. 

Reflexion. 

The  child  had  probably  no  more  nourifhment 
than  what  was  requiflte  for  him  to  live  ;  Bleeding 
fobbed  him  of  part  of  this,  which  caufed  him  to 
agitate  himfelf  fo  violently,  as  to  irritate  the  Uterus^ 
which  thereby  was  no  longer  able  to  keep  him., 

I  make  no  account  of  the  fpecious  reafon  which 
is  given  for  Bleeding  women  when  they  are  half  gone 
'their  time  %  that  before  this,  the  child  is  not  big 

enough 
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enouo-h  to  confume  all  the  humours  which  are  re-* 

O 

tained  in  the  woman^'and  that  fhe  muft  confe- 
qnently  fufFer  a  Plethora  upon  that  account.’ 

To  bleed  a  woman  with  child,  her  wanting  it  is 
not  fufficient.  It  is  alfo  requifite  that  flie  have  no 
averfion  to  it,  and  be  able  to  bear  it  without  faint¬ 
ing  ;  otherwife  it  may  be  hurtful  to  the  child. 

Observation  XL. 

I 

A  lady  of  a  full  and  fanguine  habit  of  body,  who 
was  very  much  afraid  of  being  bled^  and  bore  it  ill 
when  fhe  was,  and  was  fubje6t  to  fome  evacuations, 
which  were  rather  floodings  than  regular  menfes^ 
was  very  much  indifpofed  the  whole  time  of  her  firft 
Pregnancy^  had  a  long  and  difficult  labour,  the  milk- 
fever  very  violent,;  and  in  fine,  all  the  diforders 
for  which  good  pradritioners  advife  Bleedings  either 
during  the  time  of  Pregnancy^  or  in  Labour  itfelf  t 
but  the  fear  of  haftening  Delivery^  during  Pregnancy^ 
or  of  making  her  worfe  while  in  labour,  upon  the 
great  averfion  fhe  had  to  it,  carried  it ;  with  this 
promife  however,  that  if  fhe  ever  was  with  child 
again,  no  fort  of  fear  fhould  hinder  me  from  put¬ 
ting  it  in  pradlice. 

Two  years  after,  fhe  became  big  again  ;  but  her 
complaints  were  lefs,  which  made  me  lefs  preffing 
about  Bleedings  knowing  the  great  diforder  fhe  un¬ 
derwent,  whenever  fne  w^as  bled  upon  any  other 
account,  being  alfo  very  difficult  to  bleed^  having 
very  huall  veffels,  which  had  been  miffed  feveral 
times :  but  the  time  of  Delivery  drawing  near,  and 
the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  being  too  much  ex¬ 
tolled,  fhe  conquered  her  averfion,  but  not  her 
fear.  I  took  away  eight  ounces  of  blood  ;  fhe  did 
not  feem  affedled  by  it  ;  fhe  neverthelefs  had  a 
fort  of  fainting  after  her  arm  was  tied  up,  and  was 
brought  tO'bed  that  night,  tho’  flie  had  above  a 

fortnight 
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fortnight  to  go.  The  child  was  very  fmall,  but 
lived  notwithftandlng. 

Reflexion. 

The  caufe  of  this  premature  Delivery  ought  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  commotions  of  the  whole 
habit  of  body^  as  well  as  to  the  fprings  the  child 
gave  itfelf 

CHAR  XVL 
Of  Purging. 

WHEN  a  big- bellied  worhan  labours  under 
thofe  complaints  which  call  for  Bleedings  and 
that  notwithftanding  we  are  obliged  to  forbear  it| 
for  the  reafons  heretofore  mentioned.  We  muff, 
to  avoid  a  Mifcarriage^  have  recourfe  to  purgers^y 
always  rhiriding  to  begin  gently^  and  never 
ufing  the  rough  ones,  which  may  bring  on  fatal 
confequences. 

Bleeding  is  not  requifite  in  all  the  complaints  of 
breeding  women  5  nay,  in  fome  it  is  altogether 
fruitlefsi  as  it  evacuates  the  good  humours  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  bad  i  and  Purging  is  what  mufl  be  had 
recourfe  to,  as  in  all  the  diforders  of  the  Prima  Vi^e, 

Observation  XLI. 

A  young  woman,  out  of  her  wits  at  being  big 
with  child,  ufed  all  ihe  could  think  of  to  get  rid 
of  it,  as  deco6lions  of  Rue^  Savin^  and  other  herbs 
of  this  nature,  with  frequent  Bleeding  in  the  arm 
and  foot ;  but  not  being  able  to  carry  on  this  courfe 
without  feveral  people  taking  notice  of  it,  the  par- 
fon  of  the  parifh  was  informed  of  it.  This  crafty 
girl  juftified  to  him  the  ufe  of  thcfe  remedies,  by 

F  the 
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the  diforders  her  fex  is  liable  to,  and  joined  tears 
and  oaths  to  perfuade  him  of  her  innocence  ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  that  very  evening  (he  added 
a  Coloquintida  apple  to  her  ufual  potion  ;  this  caufed 
fuch  violent  gripings  the  whole  night,  that  her  cries 
forced  many  of  her  neighbours  to  come  to  her  a^- 
fiftance,  which  ihe  obftinately  refufed  to  accept, 
and  kept  the  door  fhut  ;  it  was  broke  open  next 
day,  and  fhe  found  dead,  with  another  potion  ready. 
She  was  opened,  and  found  big  with  a  child  about 
fix  months  old. 

Observat  ion  XLII. 

A  young  fervant-maid  of  this  town,  whom  her 
miftrefs  thought  virtuous,  was  attacked  with  a  flow 
illnefs,  which  was  attributed  to  the  fuppreflion  of 
her  menfes.  She  was  for  feveral  months  under  the 
care  of  a  prudent  and  knowing  phyfician,  who  ufed 
all  the  proper  remedies  to  recall  nature  to  her  duty. 
She  was  much  fwelled  5  but  he  had  fo  good  fuccefs, 
that  one  day^  in  prefence  of  her  good  miftrefs  and 
feveral  other  perfons,  fhe  voided  on  a  hidden  frona 
the  Uterus^  a  great  quantity  of  water.  Her  miftrefs 
orderedherto  bed,  where  her  cure  went  on,  and  eight 
or  ten  days  after  flie  got  up  again  in  perfed:  health, 
her  belly  as  much  down  as  before  her  illnefs,  to  the 
great  honour  of  the  phyfician. 

This  poor  girl  was  feized  with  the  fame  diforder 
the  next  year,  and  was  treated  as  before,  but  with 
different  fuccefs  ;  for  whether  fhe  was  not  £tisfied 
with  the  remedies  preferibed  her  by  the  phyfician, 
or  that  fhe  had  not  ftrength  to  continue  the  ufe  of 
them,  fhe  fainted  away  under  the  operation  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  Purge  \  which  alfo  made  her  vomit  feveral  times. 
Being  near  at  hand,  I  was  defired  to  look  on  her ; 
having  examined  her  a  long  while,  I  warranted  her 
dead,  and  advifed  to  have  her  opened,  to  learn 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly  the  diftemper,  whofe  caufe  I  was  not 
acquainted  with.  At  night  I  was  fent  for  to  open 
her  in  the  prefence  of  a  phyfician;  and  two  of 
brethren.  As  I  did  not  want  to  know  what  was 
contained  in  the  upper  and  middle  parts,  I  fluck 
to  the  exarhination  of  the  lower  ones,  which  I  open¬ 
ed  as  well  as  the  Uterus  5  in  which  I  found,  as  I 
thought,  a  child  which  feemed  to  us  to  be  five  of 
fix  months  old,  lying  crofs-ways  with  the  arms  ex¬ 
tended  on  both  fides.  I  opened  afterwards  the  Ven¬ 
tricle^  whole  villous  membrane  was  red;  and  in  a 
manner  parched  up;  which  we  judged  to  be  the 
effedl  of  the  violent  contradions  and  ftruggles  it  had 
endured  from  the  rnedicine,  there  being  none  of 
that  mucilaginous  humour  which  defends  it  in  its 
natural  ftate, 

Reflexiok\ 

The  phyfician,  under  whofe  care  (he  was,  had 
feafon  to  be  furprized  when  he  heard  what  had 
happened,  as  he  had  adminiftefed  none  but  inno¬ 
cent  remedies,  not  gueffing  that  Ihe  had  had  re- 
courfe  to  fome  of  a  more  violent  nature,  finding  by 
what  had  happened  the  year  before,  that  her  phy- 
fician’s  remedies  would  not  anfwer  her  pUrpofe  ;  for 
the  waters  which  had  come  down;  were  only  thofe 
which  preceded  the  child,  whom  after  fome  flight 
pains,  file  brought  forth  in  the  night;  and  had  it 
fecretly  removed  out  of  the  houfe. 

-We  fee  by  this,  that  violent  remedies  will  oftener 
deftroy  a  woman,  than  make  her  get  rid  of  her 
burthem 
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CHAR  XVII. 


Of  the  Vomitings  which  happen  to  pregnant 

Women, 


HERE  are  fome  women  who  judge  of  their 


1  'Pregnancy  from  the  very  moment  they  have 
conceived  j  having  felt  a  more  than  ordinary  plea- 
fure  in  the  adf,  followed  by  a  fort  of  pain  at  the 
navel,  and  a  general  tremor  of  the  body  ;  the  Semen 
allb  not  coming  away. 

The  hufband  alfo  feels  a  kind  of  fucking  at  the 
end  of  the  Glands y  which  even  in  the  midft  of  plea- 
fure,  caufes  a  fort  of  pain. 

A  confeflion  of  this  nature  was  made  me  by  a 
man  and  his  wife,  whom  from  thence  I  affured  -to 
be  with  child  ;  which  happened  fo  exadlly,  that 
the  nine  months,  reckoning  by  hours,  were  ex¬ 
ceeded  but  by  twelve  hours. 

Though  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  truth  in 
this,  yet  it  is  not  infallible.  It  agrees  pretty  near 
with  the  manner  of  accounting  for  Generation  afferted 
by  fome  modern  authors.  But  as  all  women  arc 
not  attentive  enough  to  the  time  of  their  being  got 
with  child,  and  they  are  not  all  equally  fenfible  of 
it  *,  I  only  mention  thefe  marks  of  Conception^  with 
regard  to  Vomitingy  which  is  occafioned  by  it. 

Tho’  there  are  fome  women  fkilful  enough  to 
judge  of  their  Conception  as  foon  as  the  zSt  is  over  ; 
there  are  alfo  many  who  judge  of  it  only  by  the 
Vomitingy  which  follows  it  fo  clofe,  that  I  have 
known  fome  taken  with  it,  the  very  day  they  have 
conceived,  the  Uterus  immediately  feeling  a  con- 
tradlion,  which  is  an  unufual  motion  to  this  fenfible 
part,  which  receiving  a  branch  from  the  eighth 
pair  of  nerves,  and  the  fuperior  orifice  of  the  fto- 
nTach  doing  the  fame,  this  nerve  being  (haken  by 
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that  painful  fenfation,  the  motion  is  communicated 
to  the  fuperior  orifice  of  the  Stomachy  whence  Vomit¬ 
ing  is  occafioned. 

This  fympathy  of  the  Uterus  and  Stomach  is  fo 
evident,  that  fome  women  are  ready  to  vomit  upon 
Coition^  feveral  having  confulted  me  about  it,  one 
efpecially  who  was  frequently  fubje6t:  to  it. 

I  have  alfo  feen  fome  girls  who  fufFered  the  fame 
pains  a  woman  fuffers  in  labour,  together  with  a 
moft  violent  Vomiting  when  their  menjes  were  ready 
to  break  forth  :  one  was  the  daughter  of  an  officer 
belonging  to  the  law,  the  other  of  an  handicraft’s- 
man.  Marriage  proved  the  only  cure  to  both.  I 
have  delivered  them  twice  %  and  they  both  affirm, 
that  the  labour-pains  are  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
what  they  foffered  every  month,  juft  before  their 
menfes  broke  forth. 

This  ftrifl  correfpondence  between  the  Stomach 
and  Uterus^  does  not  always  produce  the  fame  ef- 
fe61:,  there  being  many  who  go  with  child  a  month, 
fix  weeks,  or  two  months  without  ever  vomiting  *,  in 
thefe  it  is  caufecl  only  by  the  fuperfluity  of  humours 
brought  on  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  menfes^  which 
the  child,  upon  the  account  of  its  fmallnefs,  not 
being  able  to  conlume  entirely,  nature  is  forced  to 
unload  herfelf  of  the  reft  ;  and  there  is  no  place 
fitter  for  this  than  the  Stomach  :  upon  the  account 
of  its  fituation,  being  in  the  middle  of  the  body, 
and  of  its  difpofition  ;  being  ready  to  receive  what¬ 
ever  is  feparated  by  the  falival  Glands^  which  is  not 
difcharged  by  [pitting. 

The  appetite  is  alfo  fpoiled  in  women  by  a  load 
of  humours  falling  upon  the  Stomach.^  and  blunting 
the  liquor  which  lay  in  its  folds,  and  thereby  weak¬ 
ening  its  fermentation  :  this  brings  on  a  defire  for 
hurtful  and  unufual  things,  from  whence  a  bad  chyle 
refults,  which  ftill  increales  this  depraved  tafte. 
There  are  many  ftories  told,  which  tho’  never  fo  im- 

F  3  probable, 
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probable,  are  neverthelels  true.  I  have  feen  forue 
eat  the  raw  inteftines  of  fifhes,  when  they  were  at 
liberty  to  have  the  fihi  itfelf :  others  have  not  been 
able  to  fmell  or  look  at  meat,  bread  or  foup.  They 
often  are  afhamed,  which  hinders  them  from  alk- 
ing  for  what  they  moft  long  for.  I  faw  one  who 
longed  for  a  pig  her  neighbour  was  fupping  upon, 
which  fhe  durft  not  afk  for,  nor  would  fhe  accept 
of  any  part  of  it,  tho-  much  entreated  to  it.  She 
was  fo  indifpofed  that  night,,  that  fhe  got  up,  threw 
herfelfdown,  and  bit  the  ground,  making  fuch  con- 
torfions  as  one  poffelTed  with  an  evil  fpirit,  not 
even  then  telling  her  hufband  what  fhe  ailed,  til] 
file  faw  him  call  for  help.  As  foon  as  the  hufband 
knew  this,  he  went  to  his  neighbour  and  fetched 
fome  of  this  pig ;  but  her  longing  was  then  over, 
and  fhe  would  not  fo  much  as  look  of  it.  She  did 
well  notwithdanding  this  accident. 

Sometimes  the  aliments  themfelyes  are  vomited 
up,  fometimes  only  the  fuperfluous  humours  ;  ha¬ 
ving  feen  women  who  immediately  after  eating, 
Vomited  nothing  but  ferofities;  as  if  intelligent  nature 
had  evacuated  thefe  fuperfluous  humours  to  make 
room  for  a  proper  food  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
mother  and  child. 

For  my  part,  I  do  not  look  upon  thefe  humours 
to  be  corrupted,  but  only  fuperfluous  *,  for  other- 
wife,  they  would  make  a  bad  impreflion  upon  the 
interior  membrane  of  this  vifcus^  and  was  never  fo 
frnall  a  quantity  to  flip  dov/n  with  the  food  into  the 
Intefiinesy  it  would  communicate  its  malignity  to  the 
blood  of  the  mother,  and  coniequently  to  the  child, 
who  receives  its  nourifhment  from  it  :  but  as  the 
child  comes  healthy  into  the  world,  tho’  the  mo¬ 
ther  has  laboured  under  thefe  Vomitings^  it  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  flgn  that  they  are  free  from  corruption. 

However, 
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'  However,  I  am  far  from  aflerting,  that  big- 
bellied  women  have  no  corrupted  humours,  fince  I 
fee  but  too  many  attacked  with  vapours  and;/aint- 
ings,  which  are  occafioned  by  them.  But  ^fey, 
that  this  corruption  proceeds  from  a  corrupted*l|ed, 
or  fome  portion  of  the  fluor  albiis^  which  the  Werus 
is  not  quite  cleared  of,  and  which  flick  within,  or 
round  about  this  part,  acquiring  by  its  flay  a  de¬ 
gree  of  corruption,  which  being  communicated  to 
the  brain,  either  by  fome  enfuing  fermentation  or 
otherwife,  there  dillurb  the  fpirits,  and  caufe  thefe. 
diforders ;  the  fuperfluous  humours  of  the  Stomach 
having  no  (hare  in  this. 

The  caufe  of  the  Vomiting^  being  then  attribute'd 
either  to  the  fympathy  between  the  Stomach  and 
Uterus^  or  the  fuperfluous  humours  which  remain 
from  the  fupprefTion  of  the  menfesy  when  the  child 
has  taken  its  nourifhment,  one  would  think  that  all 
women  fhould  be  fubjed  to  this  Vomiting  alike,  but 
experience  fhews  the  contrary  *,  fome  women  vomitr¬ 
ing  from  the  very  firft,  others  not  till  the  firfl  or  le- 
cond  month  ;  while  others  continue  to  vomit  to  the 
very  lafl: ;  fome  vomit  only  when  big  with  a  boy, 
and  others  never  but  when  big  with  a  girl  ;  others 
again,  never  vomit  at  all,  and  are  never  freer  from 
complaints  than  v/hen  with  child  ;  fo  that  Pregnancy 
in  thefe  women  feems  to  abforb  all  their  fuperfluous 
humours,  from  which  their  diforders  ufed  to  arife. 
Thus  we  fee  that  nothing  is  more  different  than 
Pregnancy  in  different  women  ;  we  fee  alfo  that  va¬ 
pours,  faintings,  and  convulfions  fome  big-bellied 
women  are  attacked  with,  proceed  from  fome  cor¬ 
rupted  humours  detained  in  the  lower  parts,  fincc 
,  women,  who  are  not  pregnant y  are  alike  fubje^t  to 
them. 

The  moft  likely  caufe  of  Vomiting  being  the  great 
quantity  of  fuperfluoushumours  the  woman  abounds 
with  fronpi  the  fupprelfion  of  her  menfes ;  our  inten- 
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tion  muft  be  to  leffen  them,  by  the  means  of  Bleed^ 
ing^  Purgings  and  GlyfterSy  fuited  to  the  flrength  and 
conditution  of  the  patient. 

Phyficians  generally  prefcribe  wholefome  and 
cafily  digefted  alimentis  to  women  feized  with  nau- 
feas  and  vomitings.  But  this  prefcription  is  ufelels, 
as  they  cannot  be  forced  to  take  what  they  have  a 
diflike  to ;  nay,  it  is  much  if  we  can  prevail  on  them 
to  forbear  thofe  things  which  are  hurtful.  Some  I 
have  condudled  happily  froni  the  firft  to  the  laft, 
>vho  took  fo  little  nourifliment,  and  that  of  fo  bad  a 
nature,  that  one  would  wonder  how  they  could  keep 
life  together,  and  bring  forth  fuch  healthy  children  : 
if  ever  I  did  prevail  on  thern  to  take  fomething  of 
better  nourifliment,  they  were  immediately  feized 
with  a  Vomitipg^  which  made  them  give  back  what 
they  had  taken  in. 

I  have  found  Bleeding  the  mofl  efficacious  remedy 
againft  Vomiting,,  as  it  evacuates  the  fulnels  the  wo^ 
man  labours  under.  Glyfters  and  gentle  Purges  are 
alfo  of  great  fervice, 

Obse  rvat  ion  XLIII. 

The  fixteenth  November  1693,  a  broker’s  wife 
of  this  town,  three  months  gone  with  child,  con- 
fulted  me  touching  a  general  diflike  ffie  had  for. 
every  thing  that  ffie  ufed  to  live  upon  before,  feed¬ 
ing  on  nothing  but  a  few  cockles,  oyfters,  ffirimps, 
or  the  like,  or  a  little  black  wheat  boiled  in  water, 
^either  bread,  meat,  or  any  thing  of  that  nature 
touching  her  lips,  and  having  had  a  continual  vomiV 
ing  upon  her  for  fix  weeks.  I  took  away  fix  ounces 
pf  blood  ;  ffie  bore  it  fo  well,  that  I  repeated  it 
three  days  after.  I  ordered  her  alfo  two  Glyfters  at 
three  days  diftance,  and  purged  her  afterwards 
with  a  drachm  of  rhubarb  infufed  in  a  glafs  of  wa^ 
ter  j  adding  to  it  an  ounce  of  manna,  and  an  ounce 
.  of 
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pf  the  laxative  fyrup  of  apples.  This  llicceeded  fo 
well,  that  her  vomiting  leflened  confiderably,  and 
fhe  began  to  eat  a  little  barley  bread,  and  fome 
foup.  T  made  her  afterwards  take  twenty  grains 
of  rhubarb  in  powder,  in  a  fpoonful  of  foup,  which 
carried  off  tht  vomiting  entirely,  and  brought  her 
to  her  ftomach  :  in  the  feventh  month  the  vomiting 
returned  with  more  violence  than  before,  which 
made  me  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  means  ;  but 
the  vomiting  way  fo  eafily,  I  was  forced  to 

ufe  the  powdered  rhubarb  for  three  days  before  it 
had  any  effedf.  The  vomiting  being  ceafed,  left  it 
Ihould  return,  I  made  her  take  twelve  grains  of 
rhubarb  now  and  then,  to  her  very  lying-in,  which 
was  very  eafy  ;  and  the  child  as  large  and  fat  as  if 
the  mother  had  always  taken  good  nourifhment. 

Reflexion. 

Bleeding  was  of  fervice  to  this  woman,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  weak  ftate  Ihe  feemed  to  be  in,  the 
weaknefs  being  caufed  by  nothing  but  repletion. 

Observation  XLI V. 

The  fifth  of  Fehmary  1687,  I  was  defired  to  go 
two  leagues  off,  to  fee  a  lady  two  months  gone  with 
child,  who  laboured  under  continual  Vomitings^ 
ftraining  moft  violently,  tho*  fhe  eat  nothing,  and 
was  exceeding  weak.  No  remedy  feemed  more 
advifeable  than  Bleedings  to  empty  the  vefTels,  and 
make  room  for  a  gentle  purge,  efpecially  as  this 
lady  feemed  very  much  heated,  having  no  fleep.  I 
took  away  eight  ounces  of  blood,  which  came  away 
freely,  and  which  fhe  bore  very  well  \  this  induced 
me  to  repeat  the  Bleedings  and  order  her  fome  Glyjlers 
of  whey  without  any  thing  elfe  :  being  now  able  to 
fleep,  her  ftomach  ibmewhat  better,  and  her  vomit¬ 
ing 
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ing  lefs,  I  boiled  the  pulp  of  four  ounces  of  caflia 
in  half  a  pint  of  water,  adding  to  it  an  ounce  of 
manna,  and  an  ounce  of  the  compound  fyrup  of 
apples.  I  divided  the  whole  in  two  parts,  which  flic 
took  at  two  hours  diftance  from  one  another.  I 
left  this  fpace  between  the  two  dofes,  that  if  flic 
threw  up  the  lirft,  the  fecond  might  anfwer  my  in^ 
tention,  which  was' to  evacuate  the  fuperfluous  hu- 
rrfours  which  corrupted  in  the  Stomachy  and  were 
voided  but  in  part  by  the  Vomitings  \  fo  that  there 
remained  always  enough  behind  to  fpoil  the  little 
food  (he  took. 

Thefe  remedies  anfwered  very  well  for  fomc 
time  *,  but  in  the  fixth  month  her  Vomitings  return¬ 
ing,  I  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  me¬ 
thod,  which  freed  her  entirely.  J  delivered  her 
of  a  daughter,  who  did  very  well,  neither  was  flie 
long  in  getting  up  again. 

Reflexion. 

This  lady  afterwards,  when  with  child,  always 
bled  and  purged  as  foon  as  flie  was  attacked  with 
the  leafl  naufea  by  which  means  flie  did  very  well, 

I  ufed  rhubarb  with  the  firfl:  of  thefe  women,  be- 
caufe  her  belly  was  opened,  the  lafl:  being  very 
coftive  and  reftlefs.  1  ufed  the  pulp  of  caffia, 
which  of  all  purgers  heats  the  leafl,  and  fooneft 
caufes  fleep. 

The  return  of  the  Vomitings  fliew  that  authors  fol¬ 
low  their  own  notions,  rather  than  experience,  wheri 
they  fay  that  the  child  when  bigger,  confumes 
more  nourifliment ;  and  there  being  confequently 
iio  more  fuperfluous  humours,  the  vomiting  ceafes  5 
for  was  this  true,  all  women  would  vomit  to  the 
Fourth  or  fifth  month,  and  no  farther  5  which  is 
far  from  being  fad. 


CHAP. 
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Of  the  Repletion  caufed  by  Pregnancy,  and  of  the 
Swellings  of  the  Hips  and  inferior  Extremities. 

Sometimes  the  fuppreflion  of  the  menfes  caufes  fo 
great  a  repletion  of  the  veffels,  that  the  whole 
habit  fuffers  from  it,  efpecjally  the  ftomach,  loins, 
and  hips  *,  there  is  alfp  a  wearinefs  in  the  arms  and 
legs,  and  a  general  indolence.  This  happens,  be- 
caufe/the  humours  npt  being  difcharged  by  vomit¬ 
ing,  tranfpi ration,  or  fome  other  way,  they  fall 
upon  the  feet  and  legs  upon  the  account  of  their 
fituation  *,  they  being  alfo  more  expo  fed  to  cold, 
and  their  pores  confequen^ly  left  open,  and  the  cir¬ 
culation  more  languid  from  their  diftance  from  the 
heart.  This  appears  plainly  from  women  having 
little  or  no  fwelling  at  all  in  the  feet  and  legs,  when 
they  have  kept  their  bed  any  time.  This  fwelling 
is  fometinaes  continued  to  the  hips,  but  rarely  to  the 
whole  habit  of  body, 

I  have  fometimes  feen  thefe  fuperduous  humours 
pafs  fuddenly  from  one  place  to  another  in  a  fur- 
prifing  manner.  In  thefe  cafes  I  have  always  put 
Bleeding  in  pradlice,  unleft  fomcthing  oppofed  it,  as 
a  woman  having  a  great  averfion  to  it,  in  which 
cafe  it  would  occafioh  fo  great  a  fhock  to  the  confti-  ■ 
tution,  as  to  be  better  let  alone,  tho’  never  fo  re- 
quifite  ;  other  evacuations  muft  then  be  fubftituted 
jn  its  place. 

Thofe  that  are  troubled  with  this  diforder,  have 
.  feldom  any  vomitings  which  Ihews  that  thefe  hu¬ 
mours,  not  being  difcharged  upwards,  mix  with 
the  blood  by  means  of  the  chyle^  and  are  after¬ 
wards  feparated  by  the  glands  of  the  Ikin,  but  be¬ 
ing  of  too  grofs  a  nature  to  tranfpire,  remain  there. 
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jind  form  ttimours  in  the  inferior  parts,  which  re¬ 
tain  for  fome  time  the  impreflion  of  the  finger. 

The  evacuation  of  the  humours  muft  be  at¬ 
tempted  by  bleedings  P^^girg^  dhiret,icksy  and  thole 
things  which  affift  perfpiration. 


Observation  XL V. 

The  eleventh  of  May  1687, 1  went  to  a  lady  five 
months  gone  with  child,  who  had  an  averfion  to  all 
fort  of  nourifhment,  and  who  was  fwelled  from  the 
feet  to  the  hips  ^  which  fwelling  ufed  to  leffen  con- 
fiderably  v/hen  fhe  kept  her  bed  %  but  refpiration 
was  rendered  more  difficult,  and  the  fwelling  pitted 
to  a  great  degree.  I  advifed  her  not  to  keep  her 
bed  much  ;  and  having  examined  her  well,  I  bled 
her  twice  in  four  days,  ordered  her  a  glyfier^  and 
the  next  day  purged  her  with  half  a  drachm  of  rhu¬ 
barb  and  a  pugil  of  annifeed  infufed  in  a  glafs  of  wa¬ 
ter,  with  the  addition  of  an  ounce  of  manna,  half 
an  ounce  of  recent  pulp  of  caffia,  and  an  ounce  of 
the  fyrup  of  peach  blolToms.  The  fwelling  began 
to  abate,  and  another  fuch  potion  repeated,  reftored 
her  appetite,  and  there  remained  to  her  Deliveryy 
which  was  an  eafy  one,  nothing  but  a  trifling  fwel- 
Hng  of  the  legs, 


R  E  F  L  E  X  I  O  N. 


The  difficulty  of  breathing  this  lady  laboured 
under  when  a  bed,  and  the  diminution  of  the  fwek 
ling  of  the  lower  parts,  made  me  fufpedl  a  reflux  of 
the  humours  towards  the  breaft,  which  might  eafily 
happen  when  the  body  was  upon  a  level ;  this  chiefly 
induced  me  to  bleed  her,  and  to  forbid  her  lying 
a  bed,  to  prevent  the  dropfy  of  the  TboraXy  which 
is  hardly  ever  cured  ;  whereas  I  never  faw  thofe 
forts  of  fwellings  bring  on  any  bad  confcquence,  they 

generally 
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generally  going  off  after  lying-in,  unleis  they  have 
been  occafioned  by  any  great  flooding,  or  are  ac¬ 
companied  with  convulfions. 

The  fwellings  abating  in  the  lower  parts  upon 
keeping  her  bed,  was  alfo  owing  to  the  perfpira- 
tion  of  part  of  thefe  humours. 

Thofe  women  that  lead  an  eafy  and  fedentary 
life  are  more  fubjed:  to  thofe  Jwellings^  than  thofe 
that  undergo  hard  labour,  becaufe  part  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  are  worked  off  by  them,  and  their  food  too 
being  lefs  fucculent,  lefs  fuperfluities  are  produced. 

I  have,  tho’  feldom,  feen  the  .  arms  and  hands 
feized  with  thefe  forts  of  fwellings.  The  greatefl: 
difficulty  that  attends  them,  is  to  know  how  to  adt 
when  a  woman  is  near  her  time  j  but  the  lochia  ge¬ 
nerally  carries  them  off  in  a  little  while. 

Observation  XLVL 

Two  ladies,  much  about  the  fame  time,  became  fo 
[welled  in  the  laft  months  of  their  Pregnancies^  from 
the  feet  to  the  hips,  that  they  were  forced  to  wrap 
up  their  legs  with  napkins,  the  boot-ftockings  of 
their  hufband^s  being  too  little  for  them  ;  their 
thighs  were  of  a  furprifing  bignefs ;  the  binding  of 
their  petticoats  made  an  impreffion  in  the  fkin  deep 
enough  to  bury  two  or  three  fingers  in ;  and  they 
could  not  be  turned  in  their  beds  without  help. 

I  laid  them  both  in  March  1699  *,  they  had  a 
good  time,  and  got  up  again  in  three  weeks,  their 
legs  and  other  parts  having  entirely  recovered  their 
former  condition. 

Reflexion. 

As  thefe  fwellings  did  not  become  fo  exceffive  till 
the  laft  months  of  their  Pregnancies^  and  their  fto- 
mach  was  good  without  naufeas  or  vomitings,  I 

left 
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left  it  to  the  lochia  to  feftdre  them,'  which  really 
happened  fo  5  after  which  I  purged  them,  this  bc-^ 
ing  neceffary. 

Though  hard  wdrldng  people  are  lefs  fubjefl  to 
thefe  complaints  than  others,  yet  they  are  not  ab- 
folutely  free  from  them  ;  the  badnels  of  their  food 
having  often  the  fame  efFeft  as  the  too  great  rich- 
nefs  of  it  has  in  others. 


•  r 

Observation  XLVIL 

February  feventh,  1691,  I  Was  fcnt  for  to  the 
wife  of  a  corn-threftier,  who  was  very  poor  *,  fhe 
'  was  fwelled  from  head  to  foot,  and  very  near  her 
time,  and  fo  weak  and  overpowered,  that  flie  could 
not  move  or  alter  her  pofition.  However^  fhe 
wanted  no  neceffaries,  they  being  furnilhed  to  her 
by  the  ladies  of  Charity  HofpitaL  As  I  faw  no  hope 
for  her  but  in  Delivery^  I  promifed  her  my  afTiftance 
at  that  time ;  accordingly  flie  fent  for  me  as  foon  as 
her  labour  came  on.  I  laid  her  in  a  little  time,  noN 
withftanding  the  pitiful  condition  fhe  was  reduced 
to.  I  attended  her  during  her  lying-in,  out  of 
which  fhe  foon  got  up  in  perfed  health  5  but  the 
child  died  almoft  as  foon  as  born. 


Reflexion^ 

I  think  we  may  wonder  how  the  child  could  re¬ 
main  alive  with  fuch  a  corrupted  nouriihment. 

The  lochia  having  cleared  her  body  of  all  thefe 
noxious  humours,  I  gave  her  two  purges,  and  pre- 
feribed  her  other  ilrengthening  things  *,  by  which 
means  fhe  recovered  fo  well  as  to  become  big  fome 
time  after,  without  any  of  thefe  complaints. 


CHAP, 


A  general  Treatife  c/^MiDwiFRir.  79 
CHAP.  XIX. 

Of  the  Cough,  Opprefjion  and  Difficulty  ^Breath¬ 
ing  which  pregnant  Women  are JubjeEl  to, 

f'Oughing  is  one  of  the  worft  fymptoms  a  big- 
bellied  woman  can  be  troubled  with,  the  vio¬ 
lent  lhakings  it  caufes  to  the  thorax  and  con¬ 
tents  of  the  lower  belly,  putting  her  in  danger  of 
being  delivered  before  her  time.  There  are  fome 
Coughs  fo  violent,  as  to  hinder  them  from  fleeping 
day  and  night,  and  which  make  them  throw  up  all 
they  take.  They  are  allb  attended  often  with  vo¬ 
mitings  of  blood,  and  fometimes  with  floodings,  by 
the  Placenta  being  loofened,  which  forces  us  to  de¬ 
liver  the  woman  immediately  to  fave  her  and  the 
child’s  life,  if  pofTible.  The  Uterus  is  alfo  fbme- 
times  fo  compreflfed  by  the  aftion  of  the  diaphragm 
and  abdominal  mufcles  occafioned  by  the  Coughs  that 
it  is  forced  open,  and  throws  out  the  child  it  con¬ 
tains.  » 

Big-bellied  women  are  fubjedl  to  many  other 
complaints,  which  leave  them  as  foon  as  they  are 
delivered  ;  as  naufeas,  vomitings,  fwellings  of  the 
extremities  :  but  when  Coughing  attends  Pregnancy  as 
far  as  Delivery^  it  then  gets  ftrength,  and  is  ftill 
more  intolerable,  by  the  violent  fhakings  it  caufes 
during  labour,  and  is  an  additional  evil  to  the  fever 
mofl:  women  are  liable  to  during  the  flowing  of  the 
lochia^  and  to  that  which  attends  the  forming  of  the 
milk. 

Coughing  is  caufed  by  Ibme  fharp  ferous  humours 
feparated  by  the  falival  glands^  and  difeharged  in 
the  mouth,  part  of  which  is  fpitted  out,  the  reft 
efcapes  under  the  epiglottis^  and  falls  into  tl\e  tracheva 
arteria^  where  it  irritates  the  membrane  which  lines 
this  part,  whofe  feeling  is  fo  cxquifite,  that  the  lead 

things- 
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thing,  even  tho’  void  of  fharpnefs,  brings  on  a  con» 
tinual  contra6lion  upon  ir,'  till  it  be  thrown  off,’ 
which  contraction  is  the  more  violent^  the  lefs  the 
humour  be  in  quantity,  there  being  more  difficult^ 
in  throwing  it  off,  upon  the  account  of  its  fmall- 
nefs.  This  humour  may  alfo  be  filtrated  in  the 
very  lungs,  by  the  means  of  the  glands  which  are 
interlperfed  in  its  fubftance,  a^nd  fpread  itfelf  upon 
its  merhbranes,  and  irritate  them,  thereby  caufing 
a  Cough, 

Observation  XLVIII. 

The  twenty-third  of  December  1683,  a  citizen^ 
wife  of  this  town,  three  months  gone  with  child; 
fent  for  me.  I  found  her  tormented  with  the  moft 
grievous  Cough  imaginable  ;  it  was  rather  a  howl¬ 
ing  ;  fhe  for  the  moft  part  vomited  up  all  (he  took  ; 
and  thefe  vomitings  were  often  intermixed  with 
blood ;  fhe  was  alfo  continually  wet  with  her  tirine; 
which  fhe  could  not  keep  in.  As  luckily,  fhe  had  no 
averfion  for  any  food,  I  began  by  making  her  ufe 
fome  light  foups  during  the  day,  with  very  little 
fait  in  them,  and  fome  good  broth  at  night,  with¬ 
out  any  thing  folid  *,  and  for  her  drink,  in  fix  pint^ 
of  w'ater,  an  ounce  and  an  half  of  dates,  jujubs  and 
febeftians,  and  two  fat  figs ;  making  her  drink  this 
lukewarm.  I  bled  her  twice  at  four  daysdiftance, 
eight  ounces  at  a  time  *,  aUd  as  her  belly  was  flug- 
gifh,  I  ordered  her  fome  glyfters  made  up  with  the 
emollient  decodlion,  and  two  ounces  of  honey  of 
violets.  At  night  fhe  took  an  ounce  of  fyrupof 
wild  poppies  in  a  glafs  of  her  ptifan  *,  and  I  purged 
her  afterwards  with  an  ounce  of  manna  diflblved  in 
an  infufion  of  a  drachm  of  rhubarb  made  alfo  in 
her  ptifan.  Her  Cough  diminifhed  gonfiderably, 
but  did  not  quite  leave  her.  I  repeated  the  fame 
remedies,  with  the  addition  of  fome  chicken  water, 

with 
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with  an  ounce  of  the  four  cold  feeds  bruifed,  three 
or  four  fweet  almonds,  and  a  little  ffick  of  liquo- 
fifh,  of  which  fhe  drank  three  glafles  every  day. 
With  this  new  help  the  Cough  leifened  ftill  more, 
but  not  fo  muft  but  that  fhe  was  ftill  troubled  with 
it,  and  was  fo  to  her  delivery  and  during  her  lay-  . 
ing  in  j  neither  did  fhe  quite  get  rid  of  it  after 
fhe  was  got  upj  till  I  prefcribed  her  the  afs^s 
milk.  I  was  but  a  very  little  time  in  delivering 
her,  and  the  child  fuffered  no  bad  efFedl  from  her 
diforder. 


ReflexioFt. 

Bleeding  was  neceffary  here,  to  empty  the  veffels 
in  the  lungSj  and  by  that  means  prevent  their 
breaking,  as  alfb  to  hinder  the  Joofening  of  the 
Placenta. 

It  is  entirely  neceffary  to  drink  your  liquors 
warm  in  Coughs^  there  being  nothing  more  difa- 
greeable  to  the  lungs  than  cold^  if  they  be  never 
fo  little  affedted. 

Obse  rvation  XLIX. 

The  long  and  hard  winter  we  had  in  1684, 
produced  many  colds ;  among  others  a  merchant’s 
wife  of  this  town  was  attacked  Vi^ith  One.  Fler 
Cough  was  very  ftrong,  and  fhe  fpit  abundance  of 
thick  vifcous  humour,  as  it  generally  happens  in 
great  colds.  She  fent  for  me  the  feventh  of  March, 
Her  Cough  and  fpitting  fpared  her  the  trouble  of 
telling  me  what  llie  ailed.  I  hied  her  but  once, 
and  advifed  her  to  ufe  for  her  common  drink  an 
Hydromel^  made  with  a  handful  of  barley,  and  a  fpoon- 
ful  of  honey  boiled  in  two  pints  of  water,  till  no 
more  fcum  appeared.  A  long  ufe  of  this  drink 
fo  well  fqftened  the  acrimony  of  the  humours,  and 

G  deterged 
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deterged  fo  well  that  fhe  fpit  plentifully  and 
eafily.  She  was  quite  cured  fometime  before  her 
laying  in,  and  both  mother  and  child  did  very 
well. 

I 

Reflexion. 

This  woman  being  already  advanced  in  her 
Pregnancy^  I  did  not  judge  it  neceffary  to  purge 
her,  becaufe  the  Conco5fion  of  the  humour  being 
already  made,  there  was  nothing  more  to  do,  than 
to  eafe  her  of  it,  for  which  there  is  no  better  Re¬ 
medy  than  barley.  The  difficulty  of  breathing  in 
big-bellied  women  has  two  caufes :  repletion,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  flopping  of  the  menfes^  efpecially 
in  thofe  who  ufed  to  have  them  in  great  quantity, 
and  where  the  evacuations  by  smiting  and  perfpira- 
tion  are  flopped  :  and  the  fmall  fize  of  the  perfon, 
whence  the  child  is  carried  fo  high  as  to  prefs  the 
ftomach  and  fucceffively  the  diaphragm. 

1 

Observation  L. 

I  have  five  times  delivered  a  woman  of  this 
town  who  was  very  tall,  but  very  flender,  who 
carried  her  children  fo  high  that  they  feemed  to 
be  in  her  ftomach ;  and  the  wife  of  an  officer  of 
the  court  four  times,  who  was  fo  fhort  and  fat, 
that  the  aliments  could  hardly  find  room,  her 
flomach  being  comprefTed  between  the  Uterus  and 
diaphragm:  whence  thefe  women  ufed  to  throw 
up  vdiatever  they  took  more  than  their  flomach 
could  hold,  and  laboured  under  a  very  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing  in  the  lafl  months  of  their 
Pregnancy.  I  advifed  them  to  eat  rather  often  than 
much  at  a  time.  By  thefe  means  they  avoided 
thefe  forts  of  Vomitings^  digefted  better,  and  their 

refpiration 
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telpiration  was  much  freer.  Their  Labours  which 
were  fomewhat  long,  had  always  a  good  ilTue. 

Reflexion. 

-f 

Notwithftanding  what  Mauriceau  fays,  I  never 
found  that  thefe  forts  of  Pregnancies  which  I  have 
feen  in  feveral  other  women  of  this  make,  ever 
pccafioned  Coughing^  except  when  there  were  any 
fharp  ferofitieSj  or  too  great  repletion  in  the  lungs, 
which  complaints  are  often  cured  before  Delivery^ 
and  then  the  Cough  ceafes :  whereas  Delivery  alone 
carries  off  the  difficulty  of  breathing. 

CHAP.  XX; 

Of  the  fupprejjion^  difficulty  and  frequency  of 

making  water. 

A  GREAT  heat,  fharp  humours,  or  gravel 
that  has  fallen  from  the  kidneys  into  the 
bladder,  or  has  formed  itfelf  in  it  are  the  mod  fre¬ 
quent  caufes  of  a  difficulty  of  JJrine^  and^are  cured 
by  medicines  *,  whereas  a  fuppreffion  of  Urine  v>^hich 
is  caufed  either  by  a  done  lodged  in  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  or  by  the  head  of  the  child  prefiing  - 
its  neck  againd  the  Os  Puhis^  is  cured  only  by  the 
catheter  ;  an  inflammation  at  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  brought  on  by  the  exceffive  pain  of  the  piles 
or  any  other  caufe,  produces  the  fame  diforder  and 
requires  the  fame  cure.  The  frequency  of  making 
water  arifes  from  fome  fharp  or  hot  humours,  or 
by  the  child’s  head  approaching  the  padage  which 
encreafes  as  Delivery  draws  nearer. 
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Observation  LL 

In  April  1701,  a  citizen’s  wife  who  was  big  with 
child,  confulted  me  about  a  heat  of  Urine  fhe  was 
often  troubled  with,  even  a  long  while  before  her 
Pregnancy^  but  which  had  fo  encreafed  fince,  that 
Hie  found  a  prodigious  difficulty  in  making  water, 
which  fometimes  flopped  by  intervals,  that  lafled 
not  long :  but  ffie  never  made  water  without  pain 
fince  her  being  attacked  with  this  diforder.  I  hied 
her  and  ordered  her  feme  emollient  Glyjiers^  and  a 
Ptifan  made  with  the  roots  of  marfb-mallows  and 
dog’s-tooth,  in  a  glafs  of  which  at  night  was  put 
a  fpoonful  of  the  fyrup  of  the  five  opening  roots, 
and  the  next  the  like  quantity  of  that  of  Nenufar^ 
and  thus  alternately  %  this  brought  away  a  great 
deal  of  gravel  with  feveral  fmall  flones* 

I  was  furprized  the  third  of  July  following,  to 
fee  her  come  into  my  chamber  by  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  complaining  of  the  greatefl  pains 
a  woman  can  fuffer,  without  being  willing  to  tell 
me  the  caufe  of  it,  but  at  lafl  forced  by  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  torment,  fhe  laid  herfelf  down  in  the 
middle  of  the  chamber  and  made  me  touch  a  flone 
which  occupied  the  Urethra^  fo  large  that  I  alrhofi: 
defpaired  being  able  to  deliver  her  from  it,  confi- 
dering  her  prefent  condition.  After  as  long  a  re- 
fledlion  as  this  accident  would  permit,  I  took  my 
myrtle  leaf  with  the  right  hand,  introduced  the 
middle  finger  of  my  left  into  the  Vagina^  upon 
which  I  refled  the  flone,  having  firft  pufhed  it 
back  a  little,  to  make  room  for  the  inftrument ; 
after  this  I  pufhed  the  flone  forwards  violently 
with  my  finger  without  regarding  the  tendernefs 
of  the  parts  I  was  working  upon,  dilating  at  thc- 
fame  time  the  Urethra  with  the  myrtle  leaf  5  fb 
that  I  happily  finifhed  the  operation  by  the^ex- 

traftion 
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traftion  of  the  flone,  which  was  bigger  than  a 
large  almond,  and  weighed  a  full  ounce.  She  was 
eafy  three  days  after,  and  had  a  happy  Delivery  with¬ 
out  ever  after  feeling  any  complaints  of  this  nature. 

Observation  LII. 

A  woman  five  or  fix  months  gone  with  child 
lying  under  the  mofl  violent  pain,  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  of  a  fupprefTion  of  Urine  fent  for  me.  She 
had  a  continual  lift  to  make  water,  without  ever 
a  drop  coming  away,  which  had  made  her  fet  up, 
ever  fince  the  day  before.  I  introduced  the  ca¬ 
theter,  but  finding  an  infurmountable  rcfiftance, 
tho’  I  tried  never  lb  hard,  without  her  making 
the  leaft  complaints,  from  the  hope  flie  conceived 
of  being  eafed,  I  introduced  my  finger  into  the 
Vagina^  by  which  means  I  difcovered  the  child’s 
head  quite  near,  and  refting  on  the  infide  of  the 
Os  Pubis^  between  which  was  comprefled  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  out  of  which  the  water  flowed  in 
great  plenty  as  foon  as  I  had  a  little  pufhed  back 
the  head  of  the  child,  and  fhe  found  herfelf  en¬ 
tirely  eafy.  I  flaid  with  her  for  fear  of  a  relapfe, 
which  happened  that  very  night  which  engaged 
me  to  teach  her  the  means  of  helping  herfelf,  in 
which  fhe  fucceeded  fo  well  that  fhe  put  it  in  prac¬ 
tice  the  very  next  morning  before  I  went  into  her 
chamber ;  fhe  was  forced  to  keep  to  this  method 
till  her  Delivery  which  was  quick,  tho’  it  was  one 
of  the  largeft  children  fhe  ever  had. 

Observation  LlII. 

A  fhoemaker*s  wife  of  this  town  in  her  three 
firft  Pregnancies  fufFered  at  different  times  a  total 
fupprefTion  of  Urine^  occafioned  by  the  piles,  which 
brought  on  an  inflammation  in  all  the  lower  parts 
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not  being  able  at-  the  fame  time  to  go  to  ftool  with¬ 
out  a  great  deal  of  pain  ;  which  forced  her  to 
come  to  me  feveral  times  by  day  and  night  when 
file  was  able,  other  wife  to  fend  for  me,  I  always 
ufed  to  make  her  Urine  by  ufing  the  catheter, 
after  which  fhe  thought  her  felf  well,  counting  - 
for  nothing  the  pains  of  the  piles  in  comparifon  of 
thofe  of  probing.  She  took  feveral  emollient  Glyfiers^ 
and  was  bled  twice.  I  prepared  her  a  bath  with  the 
decortion  of  emollient  herbs  with  the  addition  of  two 
pints  of  milk,  in  which  die  was  dipped  almofl  as 
high  as  her  navel,  her  feet  hanging  out  j  fhe  re¬ 
mained  in  it  an  hour,  morning  and  night.  Thefe 
parts  were  entirely  re-eftablifhed  by  the  ufe  of  thefe 
remedies  in  two  or  three  days  time,  during  which  I 
was  forced  to  ufe  the  catheter.  She  was  generally 
fubje61:  to  this  diforder  two  or  three  times  in  the 
courfe  of  one  Pregnancy^  but  it  kept  abating  ever 
fince  the  ufe  of  the  bath,  and  afterwards  fhe  was 
quite  free  from  it, 

✓ 

Reflexion. 

1  ufed  the  bath  at  firft  with  circumfpedion,  for 
fear  of  making  her  mifcarry,  but  finding  how  well 
it  agreed  with  her,  I  ufed  it  as  freely  as  I  fhould 
Vvhth  a  v/oman  that  was  not  with  child,  and  I  have 

always  found  a  great  benefit  from  it. 

\ 

Observation  LIV. 


Mr.  Uoucet^  doftor  of  phyfick  defired  me  in 
February  1692,  to  go  to  the  parifh  of  Feurterille^ 
to  fee  a  poor  woman  a  neighbour  of  his,  who  was 
a  dying  with  a  total  fuppreffion  of  Urine^  which 
had  baffled  all  the  remedies  he  could '  prefcribe,  lb 
that  he  faw  no  other  means  left  but  ufing  the  ca¬ 
theter,  I  went  immediately,  and  found  him  there. 

■  '  ^  ^  Had 


A  general  Treatife  ^  M  i  D  w  i  f  r  Y.  87 

Had  this  woman  been  big  with  feveral  children, 
her  belly  could  not  have  been  larger,  ilie  was  con¬ 
tinually  tormented  Vv^ith  the  moft  grievous  pains 
from  the  piles,  which  was  the  real  caufe  of  the 
retention  of  the  feces  and  Urine^  notwithftanding 
all  the  Glyfters  fhe  had  taken  by  the  do6lor’s  order 
for  three  days.  I  placed  her  on  her  back  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  catheter  well  oiled,  as  gently  as  ever 
I  could,  notwithftanding  which  it  was'very  painful 
to  her,  on  account  of  the  great  tendernefs  of  the 
parts.  She  made  almoft  nine  pints  of  water.  And 
found  herfelf  fo  much  relieved,  that  turning  on 
her  fide  with  her  head  down  and  her  hips  raifed, 
fhe  lifted  up  her  fhift,  and  faid  ferenely :  Sir,  you 
that  fee  all,  and  from  whom  nothing  is  hid,  as  you 
have  made  me  void  on  this  fide,  do  the  fime  to 
that:  to  which  I  confcnted  and  gave  her  a  Glyfter^ 
which  proved  of  as  great  fcrvice  as  the  catheter. 

Reflexion. 

I  would  fain  know  whether  if  the  author  of  the 
book  entitled.  Of  the  Indecency  of  Women  being  laid 
by  Men^  had  been  with  me,  he  would  have  tried 
to  perfwade  this  woman  to  prefer  death  to  my 
aftiftance  after  the  example  of  the  princefs,  heirefs 
of  Burgundy, 

Observation  LV. 

A  young  girl  of  this  town  having  confulted  me 
about  an  intolerable  heat  fhe  felt  in  her  private 
parts,  which  caufed  a  very  troublefome  fcalding  of 
Urine ;  I  guefled  by  chance  that  fhe  eat  pepper, 
as  many  do,  to  make  them  as  they  imagine  whiter 
and  handfomer  than  they  naturally  are.  I  taxed 
her  home  with  the  immoderate  ufe  of  this  drug, 
which  caufed  an  intolerable  heat  in  her  flomach 
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and  belly,  and  excited  in  her  at  the  fame  time 
a  violent  inclination  to  venery,  whence  enfued  a 
total  or  partial  fuppreflion  of  the  menfes^  and  confer 
quently  a  palenefs  on  her  face  and  all  oyer  her 
body.  I  charged  her  to  forbear  this  drug,  which 
had  its  ufe  in  feafoning  ragoos,  but  taken  in  fuch 
great  quantities  would  expofe  her  to  a  paffion  hard 
to  conquer,  and  make  her  liable  to  difhonour  her» 
felf  and  family  j  I  told  her  that  at  prefent  fhe  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  dilute  and  cool  herfelf,  after 
which  I  left  her  and  heard  no  more  of  her. 

A  year  after  as  I  was  paffing  by  the  door,  the 
mother  defired  me  to  go  in,  telling  me  that  her 
daughter  had  a  fuppreffion  of  Urine,  I  afked  her 
whether  her  water  was  entirely  flopped,  or  whether 
fhe  felt  only  a  heat,  and  had  any  pain  in  making 
it.  She  told  me  very  compofedly,  that  fhe  had 
not  ceafed  to  make  water,  but  that  it  came  in 
fmall  quantities,  and  often.  You  flill  feel,  faid  I, 
the  effedl  of  pepper,  whofe  ufe  I  am  fure  you  have 
not  forborn  according  to  my  advice ;  but  as  you 
have  no  fuppreffion,  do  but  take  the  fame  remedies 
i  advifed  before  and  you  will  do  very  well.  A 
woman  told  me  as  I  was  going  out,  that  her 
courfes  had  been  flopped  for  a  long  while,  for 
which  fhe  was  adlually  under  a  courfe  of  phyfick, 
and  every  morning  had  taken  a  Glyfter  of  the  de- 
co6lion  of  rue,  by  the  order  of  a  phyfician.  I 
was  hardly  come  home  before  I  heard  fhe  was 
brought  to  bed. 

IIeflexion, 

We  fee  here  the  two  caufes  of  that  frequency 
of  making  water :  one  from  the  irritation  of  the 
parts  by  fome  hot  humours ;  the  other  by  the  bear¬ 
ing  of  the  Uterus  and  child  upon  the  bladder, 
whence  not  being  able  to  dilate  to  contain  the  wa- 
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ter^  it  is  forced  to  evacuate  it  as  foon  as  received^ 
as  we  fee  it  happens  not  only  during  labour  but 
fome  days  before  \  and  this  ought  not  fo  much  to 
be  called  an  incontinency  of  Urine  as  a  frequent 
lift  to  make  water. 

CHAP.  XXL 

Of  the  fitnation  of  the  child  in  the  Uterus. 

All  authors  agree  that  the  child  in  the  Uterus 
has  its  back  towards  that  of  the  mother, 
the  heels  backwards,  the  hands  upon  the 
knees,  with  the  head  refting  on  them  till  the  fe- 
venth  month ;  that  at  this  time  the  head  growing 
heavier  by  the  encreafe  of  its  bulk,  draws  the 
body  down,  making  it  topple,  and  that  then  the 
head  is  below  and  the  feet  above,  the  face  to¬ 
wards  the  mother’s  back,  as  to  any  thing  elfe,  re¬ 
maining  in  the  fame  pofture  it  was  in  before, 
which  is  the  fituation  in  which  it  remains  to 
the  ninth  month,  and  in  which  it  comes  into 
the  world  ;  that  all  other  fituations  are  againft 
nature. 

But  if  this  fituation  was  conftant,  all  children 
that  come  into  the  world  before  the  feventh  month 
muft  neceflarily  prefent  the  feet  or  buttocks,  and 
thofe  that  come  after  that  time  fhould  prefent  the 
head  or  hands  j  whereas  all  pradlitioners  muft 
agree  that  they  have  delivered  women  whofe  chil¬ 
dren  before  the  feventh  month  prefented  the  head 
or  hands,  or  after  the  feventh  prefented  the  feet 
or  buttocks,  and  this  by  the  meer  adi;  of  nature, 
the  furgcon  or  midwife  not  having  any  ways  con¬ 
tributed  towards  making  them  come  in  that 
pofture. 

It  is  very  true  that  in  the  firft  months  the  child 
has  no  certain  fituation;  as  we  fee  when  in  the  fe- 

cond 
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cond  or  third  month  it  unhappily  comes  forth 
wrapped  up  in  the  membranes  and  fwimming  in 
the  waters ;  but  when  it  grows  bigger,  there  is  a 
necedity  for  it  to  take  an  advantageous  fitnation, 
agreeable  to  the  place  in  which  it  is  lodged,  and 
according  to  the  different  degrees  of  bignefs  it  ac¬ 
quires,  it  ought  to  have  the  legs  bent,  the  heek 
towards  the  buttocks,  the  head  refting  on  the 
knees,  and  the  hands  hanging  down  on  the  fides, 
without  however  this  fitnation  being  conftant. 

To  clear  up  this  miftake,  we  need  only  attend  to 
the  motions  of  the  child.  If  it  was  alv/ays  in 
one  pofture,  its  whole  body  muft  move  at  once  ; 
but  on  the  contrarv,  there  are  fome  children  who 
move  fo  diftindlly,  that  they  feem  to  threaten 
piercing  their  mother’s  bellies,  with  the  fliarp  an¬ 
gles  formed  by  the  part  they  move,  or  by  the 
exceffive  fwelling  perceivable  both  to  fight  and 
touch,  fometinies  in  one  part  of  the  belly,  fome- 
times  in  another,  as  if  it  was  the  head,  buttocks, 
or  knees,  and  by  feveral  other  marks,  which  any 
man  may  take  notice  of,  when  he  is  in  bed 
with  his  wife.  At  other  times  children  ftrike 
the  belly  fo  regularly,  that  I  have  been  told  by 
feverai  women  that  their  children  were  iubjedl  to 
the  hickups.  All  thefe  motions  are  very  fenfible 
to  women  who  enjoy  a  good  date  of  health,  are 
not  too  fat,  and  whofe  children  are  not  too  large,, 

'  becaufe  in  this  cafe  the  Uterus  is  fo  filled  that  no 
motion  can  be  felt  but  that  of  the  whole  child  at 
once,  like  that  of  a  ball. 

It  is  objedled  that  a  delivery  before  its  time  can¬ 
not  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  proof,  becaule  the  child 
at  that  time  feeling  fome  extraordinary  pains, 
changes  its  natural  pofture  tor  fome  unnatural  one, 
fuch  as  chance  may  give  it;  neither  can  we  judge  of 
the  fituation  of  a  child  by  that  we  find  it  in,  at 
the  opening  a  woman  who  died  of  any  diftemper ;  ^ 

,  becaufe 
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becaufe  no  doubt  can  be  made  but  that  the  woman 
buffered  greatly  before  her  death,  and  that  the 
child  whofe  life  is  connecled  with  hers  muff  have 
been  a  partaker  in  her  fuffering,  which  may  have 
occafioned  fome  violent  motions,  fufficieiit  to  make 
it  change  its  fituation. 

But  I  would  fain  know  whether  raifcarriages,  and 
the  opening  of  women  who  died  when  with  child, 
are  not  more  likely  means  to  bring  us  to  the 
knowledge  of  this,  than  a  meer  hypothefis  raifed 
vhthout  any  foundation  on  experience.’  Befides,  all 
children  that  come  into  the  world  before  their 
time  do  not  feel  pain,  and  confequently  are  not 
forced  to  take  an  unnatural  pofture  ;  fince,  to  de¬ 
liver  women  in  floodings,  I  have  often  been  forced 
to  break  the  membranes  which  contained  the 
waters  to  feek  for  the  feet,  the  children  having 
had  no  room  to  alter  their  fituation,  which  I  have 
generally  found  contrary  to  that  which  is  fixed 
by  authors. 

As  to  children’s  changing  their  fituation  when 
their  mothers  die  before  the  time  of  delivery^  I  can¬ 
not  clear  up  this  matter  more  than  by  the  cafe  of 

Mrs. - — -  who  died  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy 

which  was  very  fliort,  and  without  any  convulfions 
for  if  we  ever  die  without  pain,  it  muff  be  in 
that  diftemper,  where  we  are  deprived  both  of 
motion  and  fenfe. 

Observation  LVI. 

I  was  defined  in  April  1712,  to  go  to  the  parifli 
of  Colomhi:  to  fee  a  lady  fix  months  gone  with 
child,  that  was  fallen  in  an  apopledic  fit;  I  foon 
got  there,  tho’  it  was  a  long  league  off.  I  car¬ 
ried  along  with  me  an  emetic,  the  fal  armoniac, 
cupping-glaffes,  and  veficatories  %  but  the  lady 
expiring  juft  as  I  came,  I  wanted  nothing  but  my 

incifion 
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incifion  knife  to  open  her  body,  to  procure  the 
benefit  of  baptifm  to  the  child.  But  notwithfland- 
ing  all  my  hafte  I  found  it  dead,  the  head,  hand, 
and  feet  occupied  the  inferior  part  of  the  Uterus^ 
being  kept  up  by  the  infide  of  the  offa  ilia^  and 
the  back  formed  a  fort  of  vault,  which  anfwered 
to  the  fhape  of  the  Uterus^  the  'Placenta  being  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Reflexion. 

I  make  no  doubt  of  this  child’s  being  in  the 
fame  pofture,  before  the  lady  was  taken  ill,  and 
of  its  remaining  fo  to  the  time  of  delivery^  as  he 
feemed  no  ways  conflrained :  fo  that  his  head  would 
indubitably  have  come  forwards,  when  the  pains 
came  on,  to  come  naturally  into  the  world. 

Observation  LVIL 

The  thirteenth  of  November  1704,  I  was  fent 
for  in  hafte  to  fee  a  tall  young  woman,  about  five 
months  gone  with  child,  whom  they  thought  in  a 
fainting  fit,  but  I  judged  her  certainly  dead,  and 
propofed  the  opening  her,  to  procure  holy  bap- 
tifm  to  the  child,  who  might  flill  be  alive :  but 
as  they  perfiffed  in  believing  her  in  a  fit,  out  of 
which  fhe  might  recover,  they  made  me  delay  the 
operation  too  long  *,  I  found  the  child  dead,  lay¬ 
ing  acrofs  in  the  Uterus^  the  arms  extended  along 
its  body  on  both  fides,  the  legs  bent  up,  and  the 
heels  towards  the  buttocks ;  I  emptied  the  waters, 
and  left  the  reft  in  the  mother’s  belly. 

Observation  LVIII. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  May  1705,  I  opened  the 
body  of  a  .woman  five  or  fix  months  gone  with 

child;^ 
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child,  who  died  of  a  fluxion  upon  her  bread  at¬ 
tended  with  a  continual  fever,  whofe  child  had 
the  legs  towards  the  bottom  of  the  Uterus ^  and  bent, 
the  heels  towards  the  buttocks,  the  arms  extended 
along  its  body,  and  the  head  downwards,  as  it 
happens  in  natural  labours.  This  woman  did  not 
feel  her  child  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her  ill- 
ncfs,  and  felt  no  pains  in  her  belly  and  loins  5 
which  inclined  me  to  believe  that  this  child  was  ‘ 
not  yet  fixed,  and  that  it  might  ftill  have  altered 
its  fituation  feveral  times,  before  its  coming  into 
the  world. 

Reflexion. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  I  judge  that  the  child’s 
fituation  in  the  Uterus  is  without  any  rule,  and  that 
it  alters  upon  any  thing  extraordinary  happening 
to  the  mother  or  child. 

CHAR  XXII. 

^'he  circumvolutions  of  the  navel-ftring  round 
different  parts  of  the  Child,  are  proofs  that 
it  is  not  always  in  one  and  the  fame  Jituation 
in  the  Uterus. 

HOW  can  we  conceive  the  Child  to  have  a 
fixed  and  conftant  fituation  in  the  Uterus, 
when  at  the  time  of  delivery  we  find  the  navel-ftring 
furroiinding  fo  many  different  parts  ?  Thefe  circum¬ 
volutions,  muff  either  be  from  the  very  firft  confor¬ 
mation,  or  after  the  Child  is  not  only  formed  but 
grown  up  to  fome  ftrength ;  which  cannot  hap¬ 
pen  v/ithout  the  Childs  moving  the  parts  of  its 
body  differently,  for^  otherwife  the  chord  could 
only  furround  its  body  in  that  fituation  it  is  fup- 
pofed  in,  that  is,  bind  the  body,  legs  and  arms 
together  like  a  lump,  which  the  mother  could  not 

get 
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get  rid  of  in  delivery^  before  the  firing  was  broke  | 
which  I  have  never  feen,  nor  heard  related  by 
others.  Now  if  the  Child  entangles  itfelf  in  the 
firing  only  during  its  different  motions  in  the  Ute¬ 
rus^  this  firing  muft  have  the  liberty  of  pafling  be¬ 
tween  the  head  and  knees  to  make  one  two  and 
even  three  circumvolutions  round  the  neck ;  it 
muft  alfo  pals  between  the  body  and  thighs  to 
be  able  to  go  from  one  fhoulder  to  the  armpit 
of  the  other  fide,  after  the  manner  of  a  fafh,  and 
from  the  neck  between  the  thighs  *,  it  would  alfo 
be  impradicable  for  it  to  make  fo  many  turns  round 
the  arm  like  bracelets,  and  round  the  leg  like  gar¬ 
ters,  if  the  hands  were  fixed  upon  the  knees,  or 
the  legs  againft  the  buttocks. 

CHAP.  XXIIL 

The  pretended  toppling  which  happens  to  the 
Child  at  the  fevejtih  months  is  without  foun¬ 
dation^  and  contra?y  to  'reafon, 

IT  is  the  fentiment  of  all  authors,  that  by  the 
order  of  a  forefeeing  nature,  the  Child  topples 
in  the  feventh  month,  to  be  prepared  for  its  go¬ 
ing  out,  the  violence  of  this  motion  fo  fatigues 
it,  and  the  Uterus  is  fo  irritated  thereby,  that 
the  mother  often  brings  forth,  and  the  Child  dies 
by  the  inability  it  is  in  to  fuffer  two  fuch  violent 
fhocks,  fo  near  one  another.  But  I  dare  affirm 
that  if  this  toppling  happens  at  all,  it  does  not  to 
all  children,  nor  in  the  fixed  time  of  feven  months, 
fince  otherwife  they  would  all  come  with  the  head 
firft ;  and  fuppofe  this  happened  fome  time  before 
delivery^  which  I  don’t  believe,  (but  only  when  na-" 
ture  is  difpofed  to  it,  according  to  the  natural  or¬ 
der,  both  by  the  means  of  the  glairy  humour  which 
diftills  from  the  Uterus^  and  the  waters  which  the 
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pains  force  out)  it  is  not  reafonable  to  believe  that 
the  Uterus  fliould  fuffer  more  from  thence  than 
from, all  the  other  violent  motions  the  Child  daily 
makes  when  it  is  ftrong  and  vigorous :  and  if  the 
woman  happens  to  mifcarry  at  that  time  and  the 
Child  dies,  its  death  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  irritation  the  Uterus  fuffered,  or  to  its  want  of 
ftrength  to  bear  two  fuch  violent  fhocks  one  upon 
another  j  but  rather  to  fome  natural  indifpofition, 
or  to  the  weaknels  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofe 
children,  who  come  into  the  world  too  young  to 
take  what  is  neceffary  for  their  fuflenance  and 
growth. 

If  we  refledf  ferioufly  as  far  as  reafon  and  expe¬ 
rience  can  guide  us,  do  not  we  find  the  Child  in 
the  Uterus  refembling  a  longifh  ball,  and  in  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  if  not  fufficient  to  make  it  fwim, 
at  lead:  capable  of  facilitating  to  it  any  motion 
it  is  inclined  to,  whether  it  be  to  move  the  head 
up  or  down,  fideways,  forwards  or  backwards,  be¬ 
ing  alfo  aiTiffed  in  thefe  by  the  different  fituations 
of  the  mother,  as  fhe  is  ftanding,  fitting,  or  lying 
on  any  fide?  This  appears  plain  enough  to  the 
furgeon  when  he  is  forced  to  break  the  mem¬ 
branes  to  feek  for  the  feet,  when  he  finds  that  the 
Uterus  gives  liberty  to  the  Child  to  take  indifferently 
any  fituation,  without  its  being  forced  to  keep  to 
any,  unlefs  refrained  to  it  by  fomething  extra¬ 
ordinary. 

If  authors  agree  that  it  is  only  during  the  many 
and  often  repeated  motions  that  the  circumvolu¬ 
tions  of  the  firing,  round  the  neck  and  arms  hap¬ 
pen,  muff  they  not  alfo  be  forced  to  grant  that  it 
muff  be  by  the  Childd^  feveral  times  toppling  over, 
that  the  firing  paffes  from  the  neck  between  the 
thighs,  and  from  the  thighs  to  the  neck  again,  as 
I  have  feen  feveral  times  ? 


From 
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From  thence  I  am  perfwacled  that  the  Child  has 
no  certain  fituation  in  the  Uterus^  and  that  if  rt 
topples  over  at  a  time  remote  from  delivery^  it 
Is  merely  by  chance,!  there  being  no  otcafion  to  do 
it  before  the  time  of  delivery. 


CHAR  XXIV. 


Of  the  ufe  of  the  membranes  and  Waters, 


The  formation  and  ufe  of  the  membranes 
have  been  fo  juftly  fpoken  of  by  Mauriceau^ 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  pretend  to  add 
any  thing  further.  As  for  the  waters^  authors 
difagree  fo  much  about  their  origin  and  ufe,  that 
I  muft  fay  fomething  of  them.  Du  Laurens  and 
Bartholin  are  of  opinion  that  the  urine  of  the  Child 
contributes  chiefly  to  them.  The  laft  would  have 
it  come  by  the  Penis^  others  by  the  XJracus  \  which 
Mauriceau  has  refuted  beyond  a  reply :  to  which  I 
add,  that  was  the  urine  to  furnifh  thefe  waters,^  if 
would  no  doubt  acquire  a  bad  fmell  by  its  long 
flay  in,  one  place,  as  it  happens  to  that  which  is  de¬ 
tained  too  long  in  the  bladder  from  any  caufe, 
either  in  adults  or  the  youngefl  children,  having 
been  forced  to  fearch  one  three  days  after  he  was 
born,  that  had  not  made  a  drop  of  water ^  whofe 
belly  was  hard,  tenfe  and  painful,  making  a  con¬ 
tinual  moaUj  and  who  muft  foon  have  died,  if 
he  had  not  been  helped.  I  found  his  little  Penis 
«iot  at  all  obftru6led  as  far  as  the  neck  of  the  blad-^ 
der,  where  was  found  a  fort  of  adherence  ftrong 
enough  to  intercept  the  courfe  of  the  water ;  but 
.which  yielded  to  the  leaft  preflure  of  the  catheter, 
which  I  afterwards  pafied  quite  into  the  bladder,  . 
and  by  that  means  difcharged  a  pretty  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water ^  confidering  the  age  of  the  Child ^ 
which  had  a  very  dilagfeeable  fmell,  whereas  the 

other 
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other  waters  have  generally  no  fmelJ  at  all.  Be- 
fides,  if  the  waters  of  the  Child  proceeded  from 
the  urine,  there  ought  to  have  been  none,  or  very 
little  in  the  delivery  of  this,  who  in  all  likelihood 
made  no  water  at  all  $  whereas  I  found  them  in 
great  quantities. 

There  is  never  any  bad  fmell  in  the  waters^  ex-» 
cept  it  be  occafioned  by  the  Chilals  death,  or  fome 
other  foreign  body  *,  and  even  then  this  fmell  is  not 
perceived  till  after  the  membranes  are  broke,  and  the 
air  has  introduced  itfelf. 

Maurkeau  imagines  thefe  waters  to  be  produced 
from  the  humours  which  exhale  continually  from 
the  Child^s  body.  But  is  it  not  likely  that  thefe  ivaters 
are  feparated  from  the  blood  in  the  Placenta^  by  the 
means  of  glands^  and  difeharged  afterwards  in  the 
cavity  of  the  membranes  by  the  lymphatic  veffels,  which^ 
are  found  in  great  quantities  in  ail  thefe  parts,  as 
the  learned  Mr.  Meri  fhewed  us  once  at  the  Hotel- 
Dieu^  in  the  Lying-in  JVard^  at  the  opening  of  a  wo¬ 
man  that  was  juft  dead,  to  draw  out  the  Child  f 
This  excellent  anatomift  fhev/ed  us  very  plainly  thefe 
lymphatic  veffels,  full  of  a  very  tranfparent  ferum^ 
creeping  not  only  on  the  membranes  which  contained 
the  waters^  but  on  all  the  parts  of  generation,  there 
being  alfo  fome  very  confiderable  ones  on  the  coats 
of  the  large  veins  and  arteries.  This  was  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity,  as  thefe  veffels  difappear  a 
very  little  time  after  death. 

The  ferum  being  difeharged  continually  in  the 
membranes  by  the  means  of  thefe  veffels,  the  moft 
fubtle  parts  of  it  infinuate  themfelves  into  the  pores, 
and  are  received  into  the  capillary  veffels  which  ter¬ 
minate  in  the  membranes^  proceeding  from  thence  to 
larger,  till  they  reach  the  umbilical  vein,  to  be  car¬ 
ried  back  again  to  the  mother  *,  fo  that  thefe  waters 
really  circulate,  tho’  not  fo  faft  as  other  humours  5 
and  without  this,  would  be  in  danger  of  corrupting* 

H  This 
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This  happens  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  the  waters 
which  are  contained  in  the  pericardium,  Befides, 
may  not  thefe  waters  infinuate  themfelves  into  the 
pores  of  the  ChiWs>  Ikin,  and  circulate  that  way,  as 
we  fee  abfcejfes  of  the  lower  belly  penetrate  into  the 
intedines  thro’  their  coats,  which  are  of  a  harder 
contexture  than  the  fkin  of  a  to  be  difcharged 
by  ftool  ?  or  as  matter  in  the  thorax  makes  its  way 
into  the  lungs,  and  is  vomited  up  thro’  the  wind¬ 
pipe,  or  gets  into  the  circulation,  and  is  voided  by 
urine  ? 

Tho’  the  ufe  of  thefe  waters  be  to  keep  up  the 
Child^  and  hinder  it  from  flriking  too  roughly 
againft  the  fides  of  the  Uterus  *,  yet  it  is  requifite 
that  it  (hould  be  alive  :  for  when  once  it  is  dead, 
the  waters  are  of  very  little  fervice  to  the  mother  ; 
one  of  the  chief  diagnojlicks  of  this  accident  being 
the  Child*s>  falling  like  a  lump  on  that  fide  on  which 
the  woman  lies,  or  caufing  an  intolerable  weight  in 
the  lower  belly,  when  fhe  is  ftanding,  which  brings 
on  a  continual  defire  of  making  water ^  by  the  com- 
prelTion  the  bladder  fuffers  ;  or  a  total  fuppreflion 
of  it  by  the  neck  of  the  bladder  being  fqueezed 
between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Child,  when  it  is  come 
down  into  the  Pelvis, 

The  waters  are  of  great  fervice  in  Delivery,  A 
block  of  wood,  carried  away  by  the  ftream  of  a 
flowing  water,  which  leflens  as  it  runs,  and  flopping 
where  the  water  fails  it,  bears  a  great  refemblance 
to  a  happy  Delivery,  where  the  Child,  immediately 
after  the  membranes  are  broke,  follows  the  waters^ 
juft  before  they  are  entirely  come  away  *,  as  it  hap¬ 
pens  generally  to  four  or  five  women  of  this  town, 
who  are  my  patients. 


Obse  R* 
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Observat  ion  LIX. 

Thefe  women  have  fuch  happy  Deliveries^  that 
awaking  with  fome  flight  pains,  and  lending  for  me 
immediately,  I  have  not  time  to  drefs  before  they 
are  brought  to  bed. 

Observation  LX. 

One  of  thefe  women  being  one  day  feized  with 
labour-pains,  and  being  alone  in  her  chamber,  went 
to  call  fome  of  her  neighbours  out  of  the  window  5 
and  was  delivered  there,  letting  the  Child  fall  upon 
the  floor  :  from  the  window  fhe  went  to  her  bed, 
drawing  the  Child  acrols  the  room  by  the  firings 
and  yet  neither  mother  nor  child  buffered  by  it  % 
the  firing  did  not  break,  nor  the  Placenta  come 
away. 

This  is  what  we  call  the  ChiWs  following  the  wa¬ 
ters^  as  the  block  which  is  carried  alotig  the  flream, 
from  whence  refults  a  happy  Delivery  j  as  the  waters 
are  more  or  lefs  come  away,  it  becomes  more  or 
lefs  difficult,  and  exceedingly  fo,  when  there  are 
none  left. 

I  am  always  eafy  with  a  woman,  let  her  labour 
be  never  fo  long,  provided  the  membranes  are  not 
broke,  never  opening  them  myfelf,  unlefs  fome 
unlucky  accident  at  firft,  or  to  be  feared  afterwards, 
forces  me  to  it  ;  which  method  I  advife  to  all 
young  praditioners,  fome  midwives,  by  their  un- 
feafonable  hurry,  and  with  the  vain  hopes  of  for- 
v/arding  Delivery^  daily  putting  women  in  danger 
of  their  lives.  When  the  waters  come  away  at  the 
firfl:  pains,  and  the  parts  are  grown  dry,  your  hand 
being  drawn  away  without  being  wetted  in  the  leaft, 
the  woman  muft:  then  undergo  a  great  deal  of  fa- 

H  2  ^  tigue. 
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tigue,  ^fpecially  if  the  pains  are  flight,  and  more 
likely  to  weaken  her,  than  to  forward  Delivery, 

All  we  can  do  in  thefe  cafes,  is  to  wait  with  pa¬ 
tience,  without  diflurbing  the  patient,  refting  fa- 
tisfied  with  making  her  take  fomething  ealy  of  di- 
geftion  ;  as  a  little  foup,  or  broth,  or  a  toafl  in  wine, 
to  revive  and  refrcfh  nature. 

Observation  LXI. 

I  made  ufe  of  this  method  with  a  carpenter’s 
wife  of  this  town,  whofe  waters  had  been  come 
away  five  days,  during  which  fhe  fuffered  fome 
flight  pains,  which  kept  returning  now  and  then, 
but  bore  not  downwards  in  the  leafl,  which  made 
me  fear  this  labour  would  have  had  a  bad  iflue.  I 
gave  her  fome  good  nourifhment,  fuffering  her  to 
lie  in  that  pofture  which  was  moft  commodious  to 
her.  I  kept  her  in  this  manner,  till  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  pains  came  on,  two  or  three  of  which  would 
have  been  fiifficient  with  the  help  of  the  waters,,  but 
the  Child  being  now  dry,  fhe  was  forced  to  endure 
the  moft  violent  pains  for  five  hours,  tho’  I  kept 
continually  anointing  the  parts  with  oil,  as  far  as  ever 
I  could,  to  fupply  in  fome  meafure  the  want  of  the 
waters.  She  was  at  laft  brought  to  bed  of  a  ftout 
girl,  that  was  in  good  health.  She  was  of  a  ftrong 
robuft  conftitution,  without  which  fhe  never  could 
have  gone  thro’  fo  hard  a  labour. 

Reflexion. 

I  never  tried,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  purging  potions 
and  bleedings,,  which  are  fo  much  recommended  by 
many,  without  being  convinced  of  their  infignifican- 
cy  ;  it  being  more  requifite  to  keep  up  the  patient’s 
ftrength,  than  to  diminifh  it,  as  thefe  remedies 
itiuft  do. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

f 

Of  what  a  Surgeon  ought  to  know,  to  carry  a 
woman  fafely  thro  a  natural  Delivery. 

There  are  many  things,  befidcs  what  has 
been  faid  in  the  chapter  of  natural  Deliveries 
in  general,  which  deferve  the  furgeon’s  attention  *, 
fince  it  is  certain,  that  there  are  more  women  perifh 
after  thefe  Deliveries,  by  fome  error  or  other,  than 
after  the  moft  painful  and  moft  laborious  ones. 

When  the  time  of  Delivery  is  come,  the  child 
ought  to  have  the  head  downwards,  which  will 
caufe  an  indolence  in  all  the  woman’s  adions,  a  dd- 
ficulty  in  walking,  and  painful  fenfations  about  the 
loins ;  and  as  the  child  comes  more  forwards,  thefe 
complaints  increafe,  and  new  ones  come  on,  as  the 
frequent  defire  of  making  water,  the  flowing  down  of 
a  glairy  humour,  to  Delivery  ;  thefe  are  fome- 

times  fereaked  here  and  there  with  red  filaments, 
which  fome  imagine  to  foretei  a  boy  ;  but  this  is 
caufed  by  the  head  of  the  child,  dilating  and 
Itretching  out  the  parts,  as  it  advances  towards  the 
pafTage,  whereby  fome  fmall  vefTeis  are  tore,  and 
afford  a  few  drops  of  blood,  which  appear  equally, 
whether  it  be  a  boy  or  a  girl.  I  have  iometimes  feen 
this  blood  in  fuch  a  quantity,  as  to  make  me  fear  a 
flooding, 

.The  painful  fenfations  in  the  loins  change  to  real 
pains,  which  affedl  all  the  lower  belly,  and  bear 
downwards,  increafing  more  and  more,  together 
with  the  other  complaints,  as  the  child’s  head  ad- 
■  vances.  There  comes  on  alfo  a  defire  of  going  to 
ftool  and  making  water,  without  being  able  to  do 
either,  on  account  of  the  prefllire  of  the  head  upon 
the  Anus  and  neck  of  the  bladder  •,  alfo  vomitings, 
by  the  fympathy  there  is  betv/een  the  Uterus  and 
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Stomachy  and  by  the  fame  fympathy  with  all  the 
membranous  parts,  fhe  is  feized  with  fhiverings, 
which  are  the  immediate  forerunners  of  the  pains. 

Inquietudes,  fhrieks,  the  inability  of  keeping  one 
fame  pofture,  a  difturbed  countenance,  a  variable- 
nefs  of  temper,  are  fo  many  figns  of  the  approach 
of  'Delivery. 

The  furgeon  ought  at  this  time  to  touch  the  wo¬ 
man  with  one  finger  dipped  in  oil ;  if  during  a  pain, 
he  finds  the  membranes  too  much  diflended  by  the 
waters,  he  mufl  flay  till  the  pain  be  off,  becaufe  then 
the  reflux  of  them  gives  "room  to  difcover  what 
part  prefents ;  if  it  be  the  head,  let  him  examine, 
whether  the  face  is  downwards.  When  all  things 
are  right,  he  muft  caufe  a  little  flanting  bed  to  be 
made  near  the  fire  in  winter,  tho*  even  in  fummer 
there  muft  be  fome  fire  at  hand  to  warm  the  clouts, 
upon  the  account  of  the  fhiverings  the  woman  is  fub- 
jedl  to.  The  patient  muft  lie  with  the  head  fome- 
what  raifed^  with  an  equal  defcent  from  the  fhoui- 
ders  to  the  hips,  with  a  fort  of  hollowing  in, 
or  fall  from  that  part  to  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  that 
nothing  may  obftruft  the  birth  *,  there  muft  be  a 
folded  cloth  underneath  to  receive  the  child,  or 
any  other  thing,  as  glairy  humours,  urine,  waters, 
or  faeces :  there  muft  be  a  cloth  four  times  double 
under  the  loins,  the  knees  raifed  and  kept  afunder, 
with  two  perfons  to  hold  the  ends  of  the  cloth  with 
one  hand  to  raife  the  patient  when  there  is  occafion, 
and  with  the'  other,  the  knees  afunder,  with  the 
heels  as  near  the  buttocks  as  poffible,  and  refting 
againft  the  feet  of  the  bed,  or  any  other  folid 
thing  *,  fhe  muft  take  hold  of  fomething  that  makes 
a  refiftance  ;  and  fome  perfon  muft  be  at  the  bed’s 
head  to  lean  on  her  fhoulders,  if  there  is  occafion, 
to  hinder  her  from  drawing  herfelf  upwards,  in  the 
violence  of  the  pains  ;  which  would  be  very  trou- 
bleforne  to.  the  furgeon. 
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A  large  cloth  muft  alfo  be  laid  over  the  woman’s 
knees  to  cover  her  as  low  as  the  feet,  not  only  to 
defend  her  from  the  cold,  but  for  decency  fake. 

She  muft  be  encouraged  to  ftrive  as  if  going  to 
ftool,  if  this  ftiould  happen,  as  it  often  does,  the 
fullied  cloths  muft  be  changed  for  clean  ones.  If 
the  labour  lafts  fo  long  as  to  fatigue  the  woman,  flie 
may  extend  her  legs  while  the  pains  are  off,  putting 
them  in  the  fame  pofture  as  foon  as  they  return. 

The  furgeon  muft  be  provided  with  clean  water, 
a  waxed  thread,  and  a  pair  of  fciffars,  with  fome 
fort  of  cordial  liquor,  to  give  a  fpoonful  of  now 
and  then  to  the  patient,  not  forgetting  the  broth, 
toaft  in  wine,  or  any  thing  elfe  of  that  fort,  as  time 
and  place  v/ill  afford. 

The  furgeon  muft  be  placed  commodioufly  near 
the  patient,  to  be  at  hand  after  the  membranes  are 
broke  and  waters  come  away,  to  help  the  birth  of 
the  child,  by  affifting  the  pains,  that  it  may  not  ftay 
long  in  the  paffage.  He  ^muft  examine,  w^hether 
the  umbilical  chord  is  not  twifted  round  the  child’s 
neck,  or  any  other  parts,  that  he  may  ffifentangle 
them.  When  the  child  is  born,  it  muft  be 
placed  between  the  mother’s  legs,  till  the  Placenta 
be  come  away,  then  let  her  reft  a  little,  after  ha¬ 
ving  given  her  fome  broth  ;  the  umbilical  chord  muft 
be  tied  at  an  inch  diftance  from  the  child’s  navel, 
and  cut  off  at  the  like  diftance  from  the  ligature. 
After  this  a  foft  warm  cloth  folded  in  feveral  dou¬ 
bles,  muft  be  laid  over  the  woman’s  breaft  ;  fhe 
muft  put  on  a  fort  of  waiftcoat,  with  her  fhift  over 
it,  a  folded  table-cloth  round  her,  in  which  fhe  is 
to  be  wrapped  up  from  the  waift  to  the  feet,  with  a 
comprefs  five  or  fix  double,  on  her  private  parts, 
then  be  put  into  a  warm  bed,  there  to  reft  quietly. 
The  negledt  of  fome  of  thefe  cautions  has  given 
rife  to  the  following  obfervations. 

H  4 


O  B  S  E  R- 


I P4  A  general  Treatife  M  i  d  w  i  f  r 

Observation  LXII. 

A  woman  of  this  town  being  in  labour,  ftmt  for 
me  the  third  of  July  1687.  1  found  all  things  in  a 

right  way,  the  child  being  in  a  right  pofition,  got 
lower  down  at  each  pain,  and  confequently  dilated 
the  mouth  of  the  Uterus^  and  caufed  the  rupture  of 
fome  fmall  vefTel,  which  gave  the  glairy  humours 
that  came  down,  a  flight  tindlure  of  blood,  which 
increafed  by  the  further  opening  of  the  vefTel,  as 
the  head  advanced  more  forwards,  To  that  it  came 
forth  as  the  blood  does  in  a  gentle  bleeding,  which 
diminifhed  immediately  upon  the  head's  going 
back  ;  this  made  me  hope  that  Delivery^  which  by 
thefe  marks  could  not  be  far  off,  would  put  an  end 
to  this  fymptom  :  but  two  women,  who  feemed 
ffruck  with  it,  by  wdiifpering  to  one  another,  put 
the  patient's  mind  into  fuch  a  confufion,  that  .fhe 
was  immediately  taken  with  a  fiiivering,  and  the 
pai  ns  left  her  from  eleven  in  the  morning  till  fix  at 
night  ^  during  all  this  time,  I  ftrove  all  I  could  to 
perfuade  her  that  there  was  nothing  uncomimon  in 
this  complaint,  as  it  ceafed  with  the  pains  :  at  laft: 
the  pains  returned  again,  and  the  blood  came  down 
again  more  and  more,  as  they  increafed,  without 
her  being  willing  to  encourage  her  pains,  from  the 
apprehenfion  fhe  was  in  of  increafing  this  flux  of 
blood  :  but  the  child  being  ftrong,  joined  its  own 
endeavours,  and  finifhed  this  Delivery  ,  to  which  I 
dare  to  fay,  that  the  confidence  fhe  repofed  in  me, 
was  of  great  fervice,  which  in  fome  degree  relieved 
her  from  the  uneafinel^  fhe  had  been  thrown  into 
by  thefe  two  women,  thinking  fhe  had  heard  them 
fay,  that  flie  fhould  die  by  that  lofs  of  blood. 
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Reflexion. 

If  this  bleeding  had  come  from  the  bottom  of 
the  Uterus^  it  would  have  rather  hopped,  as  the 
head  came  forwards,  and  returned  again  with  more 
force,  as  the  head  went  back,  having  then  room 
to  how  out. 

We  fee  of  how  great  importance  it  is  not  to 
whifper  on  thefe  occafions,  a  woman’s  mind  being 
ingenious  in  forming  from  thence  conjedlures  dif¬ 
ad  van  tageous  to  herfelf. 

Observation  LXIII. 

The  2  of  July  i  the  Marchionefs  of .  ,  . 
whom  I  was  with,  about  thirty  leagues  from  this 
town,  was  taken  in  the  morning  as  flie  awoke 
with  the  mod  violent  pains.  I  went  into  her 
chamber,  and  finding  the  child  well  placed,  the  wa¬ 
ters  formed,  and  the  membranes  ready  to  break 
at  the  next  pain,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  long 
before  fhe  wasTrought  to  bed,  as  alfo  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  of  her  frequent  moanings,  her  violent  moti- ' 
ons,  and  her  continual  inquietudes  •,  which  by  ex¬ 
perience,  become  furer  figns  than  can  well  be  ex- 
preffed  in  writing :  but  I  had  no  fooner  laid  her 
on  the  little  bed,  but  every  thing  changed,  by  the 
fear  fhe  was  in,  lead  I  fhould  ufe  my  eyes  as  v/ell 
as  hands.  She  could  not  be  got  out  of  this  error 
becaufe  fhe  did  not  mention  it,  till  her  waiting- 
maid  in  whom  fhe  put  a  great  confidence,  was 
come  to  her,  to  whom  fhe  declared  the  reafon  of 
her  didurbance ;  but  being  afTured  that  it  was  even 
impoflible  to  fee  her  feet,  fhe  recovered  from  her 
error,  the  pains  returned  more  violently  than  be¬ 
fore,  and  fhe  was  delivered  in  a  little  time,  afking 

her 
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her  waiting-maid  whether  fhe  was  well  covered, 
even  in*  the  midfl:  of  the  ftrongeft  pains. 

Reflexion. 

The  prefence  of  difagreeable  people  during  7^- 
hur  is  as  great  an  obftacle  to  delivery^  as  the  neg- 
le6l  of  the  two  forementioned  cautions. 

I 

Observation  LXIV. 

Being  fent  for  to  deliver  a  lady^  her  labour  came 
on  fo  as  to  make  me  exped:  that  it  would  foon  be 
over :  but  a  neighbour  of  hers,  I  fuppofe  an  inti¬ 
mate  one,  being  come  to  pay  her  a  vifit,  and  finding 
her  ill,  without  any  other  ceremony  entered  into 
her  chamber,  to  offer  her  fervices ;  but  at  this  time 
they  happened  to  be  but  ill  received  by  the  Tick 
lady,  without  her  daring  to  difeover  it  either  to 
me  or  to  thofe  that  were  about  her  *,  this  made  the 
pains  leave  her  from  the  evening  till  twelve  at 
night,  whereupon  I  advifed  her  friend  to  go  to 
bed,  promifing  to  have  her  called  up,  if  things 
Ibonld  take  a  better  turn  *,  which  happened  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  Ihe  was  gone.  But  the  patient 
very  far  from  being  willing  to  have  her  called  up, 
feemed  very  much  diffatisfied  with  her  being  come 
in  without  afking  leave.  I  delivered  her  a  little  while 
after  the  return  of  her  pains,  of  a  flout  jolly  boy, 
and  brought  away  the  ;placenta^  and  all  went  well. 

Observation  LX V. 

The  third  of  December  1691,  a  poor  woman  of  this 
town,  whofe  pains  were  prefling,  defired  me  to 
come  to  her.  At  my  coming  I  found  the  child 
well  placed,  far  advanced,  and  the  membranes 
ready  to  break,  which  happened  at  the  very  next 

pain  I 
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pain ;  but  inftead  of  pufhing  down  and  helping 
herfelf,  fhe  gave  herfelf  up  to  fuch  violent  fhriek- 
ings,  that  they  feemed  rather  the  howling  of  a  wild 
b,eafl',  than  a  human  voice,  flopping  her  breath 
at  the  fame  time :  by  this  means  the  child’s  head, 
whofe  crown  appeared,  and  which  was  jufl  a  com¬ 
ing  forth,  feemed  as  nailed  in  the  paflage.  I  tried 
during  two  or  three  pains  to  make  her  underfland 
reafon,  but  this  availing  nothing,  I  fpoke  to  her 
in  an  angry  tone,  threatning  to  leave  her  if  fhe 
would  not  do  as  I  bid  her.  She  yielded  to  fear, 
and  pulhed  downwards  with  the  fame  force  that 
fhe  fhrieked  before.  The  child,  upon  this,  leaped 
between  my  hands  like  an  eal,  at  the  very  firfl 
pains,  without  my  having  time  to  affift  her  any 
ways. 

Reflexio'n. 

Nothing  delays  deliveries  more  than  thefe  ufelefs 
fhrieks  which  caufe  a  hoarfenefs  afterwards,  and  a 
very  great  foarnefs  in  the  breafl,  with  an  intolerable 
head  ach,  befides  they  hinder  the  woman  from 
fhutting  her  mouth  and  pufhing  downwards,  which 
make  delivery  quicker,  and  fpare  a  great  number 
pf  pains. 

Observation  LX VI. 

The  feventh  of  February  1689,  a  feamflrefs  of 
this  town,  whofe  pains  were  generally  foon  over, 
and  fhe  very  patient,  took  it  in  her  head  in  her 
lafl  labour^  where  I  found  the  waters  come  away, 
and  the  child  ready  to  come  forth  at  the  next  pain, 
to  give  herfelf  up  to  fhriek  out  fo  loud  and  fo  long, 
th^t  her  voice  was  quite  gone  *,  in  vain  I  repre- 
fented  to  her  that  this  would  prolong  her  labour^ 
and  that  if  fhe  would  but  fhut  her  mouth,  and  pufh 
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downwards  to  help  her  pains,  which  were  conti¬ 
nual,  fhe  would  be  delivered  as  foon  as  ufual ; 
Hie  did  not  yield  to  my  reafons  before  Ihe  was  un¬ 
able  to  cry  out  any  longer,  and  ^was  brought  to 
bed  full  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  than  what  wc 
might  have  expedfed  from  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
and  the  frequency  of  the  pains. 

Observation  LXVII. 

A  cooper’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  ’Tamerville^  a 
league  off,  who  had  been  paralytic  for  many  years 
from  the  waift  downwards,  vdthout  being  able  to 
bend  any  more  than  a  Hick,  having  conceived 
notwithftanding,  defired  me,  by  fome  of  my 
friends,  to  deliver  her  when  her  time  fhould  come, 
which  I  promifed  her.  She  fent  for  me  accord¬ 
ingly,  I  found  her  with  true  labour-pains,  the  child 
W'ell  placed  and  far  advanced,  but  I  could  not 
place  her  in  a  convenient  pofture,  not  only  becaufe 
her  inferior  extremities  v/ere  rigid,  but  alfo  upon 
the  account  of  the  impoffibility  of  keeping  her 
thighs  afunder,  to  facilitate  the  ^coming  forth 
of  the  child  •,  this  engaged  me  to  raife  the  fide  of 
the  bed,  and  to  make  her  reft  the  os  facrum  upon 
that  part,  which  made  her  body  go  flanting  down 
to  the  head,  tv/o  ftrong  women  holding  up  her 
legs  at  the  fame  time,  which  were  very  ftiff;  now  I 
began  to  help  the  woman  and  child  underneath,  I 
mean  backwards,  finding  there  more  room  for  the 
birth  than  forwards,  for  tho’  her  legs  and  thighs 
w’ere  fb  inflexible,  there  neverthelefs  remained  a 
convexity  towards  the  articulation  of  the  femur  with 
tX\et'ifchium^  and  a  finking  in  on  the  fore-part  of  the 
thighs.  By  this  management,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe 
difficulties  which  feemed  infurmountable,  the  de¬ 
livery  was  pretty  foon  over :  the  fmallnels  of  the 

child 
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child  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  it,  and  the  pla¬ 
centa  followed  eafily. 

Reflexion. 

Ge'neral  rules  mud  fometimes  yield  to  particular 
circumftances. 

The  child  notwithftanding  its  mother’s  infirmi¬ 
ties  went  its  full  time,  and  was  born  full  of  life. 

Observation  LX VIII. 

A  poor  woman  fcrophulous  in  almofl:  every  part 
of  the  body,  but  particularly  in  the  groin,  and  in 
all  the  joints  of  the  inferior  parts,,  whofe  whole 
fubfiftence  was  begging  at  the  church»door,  be¬ 
came  pregnant  in  that  condition  j  as  I  had  deli¬ 
vered  her  before  fhe  fell  into  thefe  diforders, 
flie  defired  me  to  continue  this  charity,  which  I 
readily  promifed  her. 

The  fourth  of  December  1701,  the  time  of  her 
delivery  being  come,  (he  fent  for  me*,  her  pains  from 
flow,  in  a  little  time  became  ftrong  enough  to  en¬ 
gage  me  to  place  her  in  as  good  a  fituation  as  fhe 
could  bear,  not  having  confined  her  to  any  before 
the  waters  were  come  away,  and  the  child  fliewed 
the  crown  of  the  head.  As  the  thighs  had  ftill 
kept  their  power  of  flexion,  in  fpite  of  the  ulcers 
in  the  groins,  and  the  knees  only  were  fixed,  her 
legs  and  thighs  being  rigid  ^  I  laid  her  upon  the 
little  bed  as  ufua),  and  committed  to  two  ftrong 
women  the  care  of  holding  up  her  legs,  the  thighs 
with  the  buttocks  formed  a  fort  of  angle,  which 
left  the  paflage  almofl:  as  free,  ,  as  if  the  heels  had 
been  towards  the  buttocks.  She  had  a  flout  girl. 


O  B  S  E  R 


110  'A general Urtatip  ^MiD\^iFRlf. 

Observation  LXIX. 

The  fifth  of  June  1 694,  I  was  defired  to  deliver 
a  merchant’s  wife  of  this  town,  whom  I  found  ill 
enough  to  make  me  expedl  a  quick  delivery ;  but  fhe 
was  exceeding  uneafy,  on  the  account  of  her  vo¬ 
miting  at  every  pain,  having  never  fufFered  this 
complaint  in  her  former  labours;  Ihe  was  foon  freed 
from  her  trouble,  -by  her  being  delivered  before  I 
could  tell  her  that  this  complaint  was  a  fign  of  de¬ 
livery  being  at  hand. 

Reflexion. 

The  number  of  deliveries  I  have  performed, 
where  this  vomiting  has  accompanied  all  the  other 
marks  of  delivery  being  near,  feem  to  perfuade  me 
that  this  is  a  certain  omen  of  it  *,  but  here,  as  in  all 
other  things,  we  muft  not  truft  too  much  to  gene¬ 
ral  rules,  the  moft  promifing  appearances  often 
change,  without  our  being  able  to  affign  a  reafon 
for  it  *,  fo  that  a  furgeon  ought  never  to  be  fure  of 
the  fuccefs  of  a  delivery  before  it  be  over. 

To  imagine  labour  near,  a  woman  befides  thefe 
complaints  muft  have  gone  her  full  time,  that  is, 
the  child  muft  be  perfedly  formed,  and  have  ac¬ 
quired  ftrength  enough  to  be  able  to  live. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

Of  the  time  of  Pregnancy, 

For  2i  delivery  to  be  natural,  a  woman  rhuft 
have  gone  her  full  xime,  which  according  to 
all  authors  is  that  of  nine  compleat  months.  Man- 
riceau  is  fo  exadl  in  it,  that  he  brings  many  cafes  to 
prove,  that  a  day  more  or  lefs  always  caufes  fome- 

thing 


I 


A  general  Treatife  ^Midwifry.  hi 

thing  extraordinary.  To  maintain  bis  affertion, 
he  brings  the  example  of  the  females  of  feveral 
animalS)  who  are  very  regular  in  this,  and  he  looks 
upon  it  as  a  law  eftablifhed  by  nature.  I  don’t 
deny  the  pofTibility  of  it,  but  I  dare  affirm  that 
it  is  what  very  rarely  happens. 

Observation  LXX. 

The  feventh  of  O^ioher  1692,  I  delivered  a  wo« 
man  who  was  married  the  feventh  of  January  \  fhe 
conceived  that  very  night,  and  was  brought  to 
bed  at  the  fame  hour,  on  the  fame  day  of  the 
week,  which  happened  by  chance  to  be  the  fame 
day  of  the  month,  without  there  being  the  lead: 
difference  over  or  under. 

Being  with  a  lady  feven  leagues  off  this  town 
to  deliver  her,  I  was  defired  the  third  of  January 
1706,  to  go  and  lay  a  lady  in  the  fame  pariffi, 
who  had  the  fame  happened  to  her  as  that  juft 
mentioned. 

Reflexion. 

Here  are  only  two  deliveries  among  feveral  thou- 
fands  I  have  performed,  where  I  can  exadlly  rec¬ 
kon  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  indeed  it  rarely 
happens  but  that  there  are  a  day  or  two  more 
or  lefs. 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

Tloe  term  of  nine  months  is  not  certain^  but  only 

the  mojl  frequent. 

WHEN  I  fay  that  to  have  a  delivery  natural, 
a  woman  muft  have  gone  her  full  time,  I 
mean  that  fhe  muft  be  at  about  the  end  of  the  ninth 

month. 
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month,  having  never  obferved  that  a  few  days 
more  or  lefs  were  of  any  confequence ,  nay,  I  am 
fo  far  from  looking  on  this  term  as  a  certain  rule 
for  all  deliveries^  that  I  think  the  child  may  come 
at  its  full  time  from  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
month,  to  the  tenth,  twelfth,  and  even  the  thir¬ 
teenth  ;  this,  in  my  opinion,  being  of  no  confe¬ 
quence,  when  it  does  not  happen  from  any  violent 
caufe,  but  becaufe  nature  is  obliged  to  rid  herfelf 
of  a  load  which  is  burthenfome  to  her,  as  the  child 
has  taken  more  or  lefs  nourifhment  in  its  mother’s 
belly';  when  the  delay  happens,  I  fuppofe  then  the 
child  too  fmall  and  too  weak,  wherefore  the  mo¬ 
ther  is  not  difiurbed,  nor  the  Uterus  fliimulated  ; 
for  let  the  child  be  never  fo  little  and  weak,  as 
foon  as  it  irritates  the  Uterus^  it  muft  come  forth, 
this  irritation  bringing  on  the  pains,  which  muft 
caufe  delivery^  as  well  in  the  feventh  or  eighth 
months,  as  in  the  tenth  or  twelfth. 

Things  thus  ftated,  I  always  fuppofe  the  child 
born  at  its  full  time,  when  it  is  able  to  live,  and 
to  take  the  breaft,  whatever  time  the  mother  is 
brought  to  bed  at. 

Observation  LXXI. 

The  wife  of  a  gentleman,  farmer  of  the  reve* 
nues,  being  come  down  from  Paris  into  this  coun¬ 
try,  to  pafs  fome  time  with  her  hufband  that  lived 
here,  became  pregnant  almoft  as  foon  as  fhe  came. 
Being  in  a  remote  country  'far  from  Paris ^  fhe 
could  not  conquer  the  uneafinefs  fhe  was  in,  for  fear 
of  not  being  well  delivered ;  wherefore  fhe  rcfolved 
upon  returning  to  Paris  in  a  chaife,  which  feemed 
to  her  a  pretty  eafy  carriage  ;  but  before  fhe  had 
gone  half  a  league,  fhe  found  herfelf  fwimming  in 
blood,  which  forced  her  to  return  in  a  chair  car¬ 
ried  by  men ;  reft  foon  cured  this  complaint,  and 

finding 
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finding  hcrfelf  every  way  in  good  health,  flie  took 
again  the  refolution  of  going  in  home  eafier  car¬ 
riage  ;  but  the  flooding  returned  in  a  more  violent 
manner,  and  before  fhe  had  gone  as  far  as  fhe 
went  before,  fhe  was  forced  to  flop,  being  taken 
with  fuch  fharp  pains,  that  flie  fent  for  me  ;  fhe 
told  me  that  fhe  was  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fe- 
venth  month;  I  afllired  her  that  her  pains  wTre 
thofe  of  labour j  I  had  but  jufl  time  to  prepare 
matters ;  the  waters  which  v/ere  prepared  came 
away,  and  the  child  who  was  v/ell  placed,  followed 
immediately. 

Reflexion. 

This  child  was  exceeding  fmall,  but  it  fucked 
very  well,  and  having  been  but  weakly  for  the  two 
firfl  months,  in  two  months  more  it  grew  fo  flrong 
as  to  come  up  with  the  ftouteft  children  of  its 
ftanding. 

O  B  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N  LXXII. 

The  fourth  of  Augujl  1703,  a  lady  living  four 
leagues  off,  fent  for  me,  being  taken  very  ill  with 
a  cholick  :  as  it  was  only  eight  months  flnce  fhe 
was  brought  to  bed,  and  flie  was  only  ftven 
months  gone,  fne  did  not  think  herfelf  labour. 
I  took  the  proper  medicines  for  the  cholick,  and 
went  to  her.  But  at  my  coming,  inftead  of  cho- 
lick-pains,  I  found  thofe  of  a  near  delivery.  I 
laid  her  upon  the  little  bed,  and  found  the  child 
well  fituated  and  very  much  advanced,  the  waters 
beginning  to  form,  after  the  fecond  or  third  pain, 
the  waters  came  away  and  the  child  followed  them. 
It  was  fmall,  but  very  flrong:  I  made  them  offer 
tp  the  child  the  nipple  of  a  nurfe  who  happened 

I  .  ,  tQ 
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to  be  there,  it  took  it  and  fucked  wonderfully  well,, 
and  fed  very  well  afterwards. 

Obse  rvation  LXXIII. 

The  fourth  of  Augvji  1690,  I  delivered  a  mer¬ 
chant’s  wife  of  this  town,  who  was  hut  feven 
months  and  a  half  gone  with  child,  if  we  took  it 
for  granted  that  fhe  became  fo  the  very  firfl  night 
that  fhe  laid  with  her  hufband  after  her  lying  in. 
Her  child  who,  was  a  girl,  was  ftronger  than 
thofe  I  have  been  a  fpeaking  of,  tho’  very  fmall,^ 
fed  well,  and  at  fe  months  end  was  as  big  as  any 
of  her  age. 

Observation  LXXIV. 

Lady  .  .  .  having  been  on  a  journey  for  feveral 
months,  and  not  having  laid  with  her  hufband  fince 
her  laft  lying  in,  became  big  with  child  at  her  return^ 
and  laid  in  eight  months  after  day  for  day  of  a  flout 
boy,  v/lio  took  his  nourifliment  exceedingly  well. 
This  lady  having  no  thought  of  her  going  to  be 
brought  to  bed,  fent  for  me  fo  late  that  the  worl^ 
was  over  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  I  came. 

Observation  LXXV, 

The  countefsof  .  .  .  complained  of  a  grievous 
cholick,  without  any  fufpicion  of  labour  being  the 
caufe  of  it,  her  hufband  having  been  but  eight 
months  returned  from  Faris  \  I  was  fent  for  in  a 
hurry :  tho’  it  v/as  five  long  leagues  off,  I  arrived 
half  an  hour  before  flie  was  brought  to  bed.  Every 
body  was  furprized  when  I  told  the  news,  I  fet 
every  body  at  work  to  get  the  things  ready,  to 
receive  a  pretty  little  girl,  who  was  in  good  order, 
and  fed  well. 


O  B  s  E  R- 
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Observation  LXXVI. 

The  thirteenth  of  May  1696,  I  went  to  de¬ 
liver  the  countefs  of  .  .  .  who  did  not  fend  for 
me  tiJl  the  waters  were  come  away,  not  thinking 
herfelf  in  labour^  tho*  fhe  was  tormented  with  the 
ftrongeft  pains  becaufe  there  wanted  fourteen  days 
for  the  compleating  of  the  nine  months,  fince  the 
return  of  her  hufband  from  a  long  journey :  1  had 
hardly  time  to  get  things  ready,  fo  quick  was  the 
ddivery.  It  was  a  ftout  boy,  who  took  his  nourifh- 
ment  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

We  fee  that  children  born  in  the  feventh  month 
do  live,  but  they  are  generally  very  fmall  and 
weak,  they  that  are  born  in  the  eighth  are  much 
ftronger,  and  more  of  them  live,  than  of  thofe 
who  come  fooner,  their  delivery  being  to  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  force  of  their  motions,  whereby  the 
Uterus  is  ftimulated.  What  confirms  me  in  this  is, 
that  thefe  deliveries  are  generally  very  expeditious 
and  favourable,  whereas  thofe  in  the  feventh  month 
are  generally  long  and  laborious. 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Pregnancy  goes  Jometimes  beyond  the  ferin  of 

nine  months, 

IS  there  any  thing  more  natural  than  to  imagine 
that  a  child,  who  has  not  taken  more  nourifh- 
ment  and  growth  in  nine  months,  than  another  in 
feven  or  eight,  fhould  flay  in  that  place  which  is 
defigned  for  it,  to  accomplifh  what  is  fo  hap¬ 
pily  begun,  and  this  place  being  the  Uterus^ 

I'  2  where 
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where  it  is  to  take  nourifhment,  growth  and 
ftrength,  why  fhould  it  leave  it  before  it  has  at- 
tained  to  its  degree  of  perfedlion  ?  as  we  fee  in 
fruits,  fome  of  which  remain  much  longer  upon 
the  trees  than  others,  becaufe  they  have  not  at¬ 
tained  their  full  ripenels.  However,  obfervations 
will  prove  this  more  ftrongly  than  any  reafoning. 

O  BSERVATION  LXXVII. 

A  lady  fifteen  leagues  difiant,  defired  me  to 
come  to  her  the  twelfth  of  June  1699,  thinking 
to  lye-in  about  the  eighteenth  or  twentieth,  her  huf- 
band  being  returned  from  a  long  journey  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  of  September^  fell  ill  three  days  after  *,  but  nor- 
withflanding  this,  (he  was  not  brought  to  bed  till 
the  thirtieth,  which  was  ten  days  above  the  nine 
months. 

ObS  E  R  VAT  ION  LXXVIII. 

I  delivered  a  lady  the  eighteenth  of  November  1702, 
whofe  hufDand  went  the  twenty-fifth  of  January^ 
upon  a  journey  which  took  him  almolt  four  months. 
She  fhould,  to  be  exadi:  as  to  time,  have  been 
brought  to  bed  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ocloher,  where¬ 
fore,  fhe  went  twenty-three  days  more  than  the 
nine  months,  if  we  fqppofe  that  fhe  did  not  be¬ 
come  pregnant  before  the  laft  day  that  her  hufband 
was  with  her ;  whereas  fne  was  fo  afilired  of  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  fhe  got  me  to  flay  with  her  from  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  O5ioher^  having  had 
fome  of  thofe  complaints  which  pregnancy  caufes, 
before  the  departure  of  her  hufband. 


Ob  s  E  R* 
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Observation  LXXIX. 

The  wife  of  a  fpur-maker  whom  I  had  laid  feve- 
ral  times,  who  had  always  been  pretty  right  in  her 
reckonings^  being  with  child  for  the  lafl:  time, 
dehred  me  to  perform  the  fame  office  for  her  when 
fhe  fhoilld  v/ant  it,  which  fhe  told  me  would  be 
about  the  latter  end  of  Lent^  and  it  v/as  then  Chrift- 
mas  1688.  Hov/ever  fhe  was  not  brought  to  bed 
till  the  day  before  Midjummer^  three  long  months 
after. 

A  draper’s  wife  whom  I  had  alfo  delivered, 
made  me  the  fame  requefl  about  Midfummer^  a 
little  after  this  had  been  brought  to  bed,  telling  me 
Ihe  was  five  months  gone  \  notwithftanding  which 
fhe  did  not  lye-in  till  January  in  the  next  year*,  both 
affirming  to  me  that  they  had  gone  with  child 
above  a  year,  both  by  the  ufual  figns,  and  having 
felt  their  children  ftrong  and  hearty,  as  they  ufed 
to  do  at  other  times  at  four  months  and  half. 

Reflexion. 

\ 

There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  a  Vvo- 
man  cannot  be  brought  to  bed  by  a  meer  effed:  of 
her  will,  but  only  when  the  child  irritates  the  Ute¬ 
rus  by  its  weight  or  motions,  both  which  may  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  feventh  or  eighth  months,  or  may  not 
till  the  tenth,  twelfth,  or  even  thirteenth,  either 
by  the  infenfibility  of  the  part,  or  by  the  lightncfsji 
weaknefs  or  want  of  motion  in  the  child. 

Observation  LXXX, 

A  gentleman’s  wife  three  leagues  off,  laid  in  fc- 
ven  months  after  being  married,  of  a  child  \Vho 
took  its  nourifhment  very  well. 

1 3 
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I'he  hufband  was  very  uneafy  all  the  time  (he 
laid  in,  and  ihe  was  not  a  little  dilbrdered  upon  that 
account  *,  but  being  well  recovered,  as  flie  was 
handfome  and  young,  the  hufband,  in  fpite  of 
the  refolution  he  had  taken,  forgot  what  was  paft, 
and  renewed  his  embraces.  She  became  pregnant 
immediately,  and  feven  months  after  laid  in  of  a 
fine  boy :  this  proved  a  great  comfort  to  both ;  and 
to  put  this  ftory  pail  doubt,  the  daughters  of  this 
lady  always  lay  in  at  feven  months.  Both  the  chib 
dren  were  afterwards  life-guardmen  to  the  duke  of 
Orleans. 


O  BSE  R  VAT  I  ON  Lxxxr. 

The  lady  of  a  manor  four  leagues  off,  laid  in  ex* 
a£lly  feven  months  after  from  the  day  fhe  was  mar¬ 
ried,  tho’  her  hufband  had  taken  her  juft  at  her 
coming  out  from  the  convent :  his  imagination  did 
. not  fuffer  lefs  by  it;  but  having  concealed  his  re- 
fentment,  he  neverthelefs  laid  with  her  as  foon  as  fhe 
was  got  up.  She  became  pregnant  immediately,  and 
laid  in  again  at  the  end  of  feven  months.  Imagin¬ 
ing  before  that  her  hufband  was  difpleafed  with  her 
fruitfulnefs,  flie  was  furprized  to  find  that  he  con¬ 
gratulated  her  about  this  fecond  hafty  delivery.^  tel¬ 
ling  her,  that  indeed  he  had  never  been  weak 
enough  to  condemn  her  about  her  firft,  neither  had 
he  had  the  courage  to  abfolve  her,  for  which  he 
afked  her  a  thoufand  pardons.  Thefe  two  children 
born,  at  feven  months  end,  grew  up  fo  well,  that 
one  was  killed  at  Ramillies^  and  the  other  at  MaU 
plaquet. 


Observation  LXXXII. 

The  marchionefs  of  .  .  .  in  her  way  back  from 
an  eftate  in  high  Normandy ,  called  at  lady  .  .  . 

her 
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her  coufin,  who  was  big  with  child,  aAid  fo  near 
her  time,  that  imagining  herfelf  a  going  to  be 
brought  to-bed  the  night  before,  flie  had  lent  for 
her  midwife,  who  did  not  ftir  from  her.  The 
marchionefs  fell  ill  there,  where  after  having  re- 
♦mained  fix  weeks,  and  recovering  a  little  ihe  went 
away  leaving  her  coufin  as  big  as  fhe  found  her  ; 
and  fhe  was  not  brought  to  bed  till  the  beginning 
of  February^  of  a  boy  who  was  much  larger  than 
thofe  Ihe  had  when  fhe  went  but  her  ufual  time. 

This  lady  affirms  pofitively  that  fhe  was  thirteen 
months  big  with  child.  She  had  fuffered  all  the 
ufual  complaints  of  breeding  women  the  whole 
month  of  January^  and  had  felt  her  child  in  the 
midfl  of  May  as  fhe  ufed  to  do  in  her  former  freg- 
nandes^  r and  cxpcdicd  to  lye-in  at  the  latter  end  of 
September. 

Reflexion, 


1  have  remarked  as  well  as  Mauriceau.^  that  thofe 
children  that  ftay  in  the  Uterus  above  nine  months 
are  flouter  and  ftronger  than  thofe  that  come  forth 
exadlly  at  nine  months  end. 


CHAP. 


JL.K  xiLA.  « 


Whatever  part  the  child  prefents.^  if 
without  help^  the  delivery  ought  to 

natural. 


it  comes 
be  called 


IT  is  generally  faid  that  no  delivery  is  natural^ 
but  that  where  the  child  prefeiics  the  head, 
whereas  every  delivery  ought  to  be  coiuued  natural 
where  the  child  comes  forth  by  the  help  oi  iiatiirc 
alone,  art  having  little  or  nothing  to  do  in  it. 


I 
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Observation  LXXXIII.  ‘ 

The  feventeenth  of  February  1686,  a  lady  of 
this  town  of  a  weak  and  tender  conftitution,  de- 
fircd  me  to  come  to  her ;  flie  told  me  that  llie  was 
in  labour^  but  otherwife  than  fhe  ufed  to  be  •,  not 
knowing  what  made  her  fpeak  after  this  manner, 
1  touched  her,  and  found  the  v/aters  prepared  ; 
the  membranes  ready  to  break,  and  fome  part  or 
other  pretty  far  advanced.  Without  ftopping  to 
examine  whether  it  was  the  legs  or  arms,  I  ordered 
the  little  bed  to  be  made  up  immediately  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  they  could  do  it,  the  membranes  broke  and 
the  feet  prefented.  The  delivery  was  fo  quick, 
that  I  had  fcarce  time  to  help  her  in  the  leaft.  The 
mother  and  child  (who  was  a  boy)  both  did  very 
well. 


Reflexion. 

This  fitiiation  deferves  fo  little  to  be  called  againft 
naiture,  that  it  is  mofl:  to  be  wifhed  for  of  any,  it 
being  the  only  one  where  we  can  promife  that  the 
work  will  ioon  be  over,  if  v^e  do  but  ufe  the  pre¬ 
cautions  which  have  been  laid  down  before. 

Observation  LKXXIV. 

November  the  twenty-fourth  1703,  being  dit  Cher^ 
hourg^  to  fee  an  officer  that  was  wounded,  I  was 
fent  for  at  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  to  a  currier’s 
wife  who  was  in  labour^  whofe  child  prefented  the 
hand ;  I  went  immediately.  I  found  the  child’s  hand 
out  of  the  vagina^  and  the  head  on  one  fide,  rea¬ 
dy  to  fhew  the  crown,  with  very  fharp  pains,  which 
encreafed  every  moment:  I  encouraged  the  woman 
with  the  hopes  of  a  quick  delivery.  I  endeavoured 

to 
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to  free  the  head  with  two  fingers,  on  the  contrary 
fide  to  that  where  the  arm  prefented,  not  meddling 
with  the  other  fide,  the  arm  being  of  more  fervice 
than  I  could  have  been  :  I  kept  on  this  way  till 
the  head  was  advanced  far  enough  in  the  pafiage 
to  help  its  coming  forth,  which  I  did  without 
making  any  ufe  of  the  arm,  leaving  it  to  come 
out  its  ov/n  w^ay,  drawing  it  no  more  than  was  re- 
quifite  to  hinder  it  from  bending  in  the  vagina  \ 
had  I  adfed  otherv/ife,  I  fhould  infallibly  have 
made  the  head  come  fianting  on  one  fide,  and 
change  delivery  from  natural  as  it  was  (fince  it 
came  aimofl:  without  any  help)  entirely  again  (I  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  child  could  not  have  come  forth 
without  my  help,  and  even  then  would  have  been 
in  danger  of  its  life. 

Reflexion. 

As  the  head  was  placed  direclly  in  the  pafiage, 
and  the  arm  v/as  no  other  hindrance  than  as  it  en- 
creafed  its  bulk,  the  pains  being  very  firong,  there 
was  but  little  help  required. 

Observation  LXXXV. 

March  the  twenty-eighth  1687,  the  w^ife  of  a 
bafket-maker  who  was  very  young  and  big  with 
her  firfi:  child,  finding  herfelf  attacked  in  a  very 
prefling  manner,  fent  for  me  as  I  was  at  dinner,  I 
found  the  waters  come  away  and  the  child  prefent- 
ing  the  buttocks,  it  was  too  far  advanced  to  be  re¬ 
turned  and  too  little  to  admit  of  any  help,  in 
which  however  I  foon  fucceeded  by  the  means  of 
the  pains  v/hich  came  very  quick  upon  one  another. 
I  fiid  a  finger  of  each  han^d  between  the  bendings 
of  the  thighs,  towards  the  groins ,  and  by  this 
trifling  help,  delivered  her  in  a  little  time.  She 

had 
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had  done  very  well,  if  her  breaft  had  not  apofthe- 
mated  by  her  ill  condudl,  which  accident  was  worfe 
to  her  than  her  lying-in. 

REPLEXiOf^. 

I  . 

Is  it  not  more  natural,  that  the  happy  iffue  of  a 
delivery  ihovild  give  it  a  denomination,  than  the  part 
which  prefents  ?  there  being  two  children  makes 
no  difference  in  the  cafe  ;  the  fargeon  however 
muft  mind,  that  fometimes  there  are  two  placenta^ 
fometimes  but  one. 

Observation  LXXX VL  ^ 

The  fourteenth  of  June  i68^^  I  laid  a  carpenter’s 
wife  of  this  town  of  a  girl,  of  a  middling  fize,; 
that  came  with  the  head  firfl,  as  I  was  going  to 
bring  away  the  placenta  I  found  fome  refiftance  in 
it,  which  obliged  me  to  run  my  hand  along  the 
ehord  to  know  the  reafon  of  it^  which  foon  difco- 
vered  itfelf  by  fome  new  membranes  occupying  the 
bottom  of  the  vagina  with  waters  ready  prepared^ 
which  came  away  immediately,  with  another  girl 
whofe  head  prefented,  and  came  away  at  the  firft 
pain.  I  tied  the  two  chords^  each  with  two  ligatures, 
between  which  I  cut  them' off,  to  get  rid  by  this 
means  of  the  two  children,  whom  I  gave  to  hold 
to  two  women.  I  brought  away  afterwards  the 
placenta^  which  was  very  large  and  common  to  both 
children j  by  holding  the  chords  with  both  hands, 
which  I  made  ad:  alternately. 

Observation  LXXXVII. 

The  nineteenth  of  January  1687,  ^ 
torney^s  wife  of  a  flout  boy,  whofe  placenta  fol¬ 
lowed  of  itfelf  j  other  waters  which  came  down 

immediately, 


A  general  Treaftfe  M  i  D  w  i  f  R  y.  1^3 

I  immediately,  attended  with  lharp  pains,  made  me 
return  to  the  patient,  apprehending  a  flooding,  the 
bignefs  of  the  child  and  place7tta  not  giving  me 
room  to  fufped  any  thing  elfe  *,  but  I  was  foon  in¬ 
formed  by  the  head  of  a  fecond  child,  which  I 
I  found  in  the  paflage,  it  came  away  at  the  next 
[  pain,  aUd  was  a  girl,  who  had  her  own  placenta^ 
1  which  1  brought  away. 

Reflexion. 

When  you  find  any  refiilance  in  bringing  away 
I  the  placenta^  you  moil:  examine  whence  it  pro- 
)  ceeds,  if  from  a  fecond  child,  you  muft  wait 
r  with  patience,  when  all  things  are  in  a  right 
i  order. 

CHAP.  XXX. 


) 


Of  the  extraction  of  the  placenta,  of  tying  the 
navel-ftring,  of  fuperfluous  parts^  of  the  im¬ 
perforated  Anus,  and  of  the  Penis  without 


a  duSi, 


t 


WHEN  the  child  is  come  into  the  world  it 
mufl:  be  laid  on  its  fide,  between  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  legs,  fo  that  it  may  have  a  free  refpiration, 
and  nothing  fall  into  its  mouth.  The  operator 
muft  afterwards  twifl:  the  chord  twice  round  two 
fingers  of  his  left  hand,  and  above  this  as  near  the 
part  as  he  can,  draw  gently  by  fhaking  it  on  both 
fides  with  the  thumb  and  two  fingers  of  the  other 
hand.  This  not  fucceeding,  the  woman  mufl:  blow 
in  her  hand,  firive  as  if  going  to  flool,  put  her 
finger  in  her  mouth  as  if  to  provoke  vomiting, 
the  operator  mufl;  pull  all  the  while  vfithout  any 
violence,  leafl;  the  Jtring  fhould  breaka  When  this 

proves 
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proves  to  no  purpofe,  he  mufl:  do  as  will  be  fhewrt 
v/here  we  treat  of  deliveries  againft  nature. 

When  things  fucceed  by  the  ufual  helps,  the 
child  and  after-birth  muff  be  given  to  hold  to 
the  nnrfe,  on  whofe  lap  there  fhould  be,  if 
pofTible,  a  fofc  cufliion ;  then  the  furgeon  is  to 
tie  up  the  chord  at  a  finger’s  breadth  from  the 
child’s  belly,  with  a  waxed  thread  of  a  middling 
bignefs,  the  ligature  muft  be  neither  too  tight  nor 
too  loofe,  the  firfl:  would  cut  the  chord  too  foon, 
the  other  would  not  flop  the  bleeding  at  all.  The 
navel-Jlring  muft  be  cut  off  at  a  full  finger’s  breadth 
from  the  ligature  >  if  it  was  either  too  big  or  tOo 
fmail,  and  it  was  apprehended  leafl:  the  ligature 
fhould  cut  thro*  too  foon,  it  mufl  be  tied  but  loafed 
ly,  and  another  made  an  inch  further,  as  tight  as 
you  pleafe,  and  the  chord  cut  beyond  this  fecond 
ligature:  this  precaution,  very  far  from  being  hurt¬ 
ful,  may  have  its  ule.  To  fee  whether  the  liga¬ 
ture  is  fecure,  you  mufl:  wipe  the  end  of  the  firings 
to  fee  whether  any  thing  comes  from  it  or  not. 

The  child  muff  be  wailied  with  hot  wine  all  over 
the  body,  efpecially  the  head  and  face  ;  you  mull: 
alfb  examine  carefully,  whether  there  is  any  thing 
extraordinary  about  it,  as  fix  fingers  or  fix  toesj 
or  wdiether  the  Penis  or  Anns  be  imperforated. 

Observation  LXXX VIIL 

The  nineteenth  of  December  1694,  I  laid  a  ba¬ 
ker’s  wife  tv7o  leagues  off,  whofe  child  had  fix  fin¬ 
gers  on  each  hand,  and  fix  toes  on  each  foot ;  the 
five  ufual  ones  were  well  formed  and  moveable, 
the  preternatural  ones  \vere  nothing  but  fiefh, 
without  any  appearance  of  bones  or  tendons,  and 
faftned  to  the  little  finger  and  toe,  out  of  rank. 
I  tied  them  up  with  a  waxed  thread,  with  the  fur- 
geon’s  knot,  that  I  might  tie  them  tighter  now 
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£nd  then,  to  prevent  the  ligature’s  growing  loofe  *, 
they  all  fell  off  in  three  or  four  days,  without  the 
child’s  feeming  to  have  been  under  any  uneafinefs, 
and  the  places  healed  of  themfelves. 

I  often  fee  a  man  who  came  into  the  world  with 
fuch  additional  fingers,  which  are  very  trouble- 
fome  to  him  *,  for  having  neither  bone  nor  ten¬ 
don,  they  often  catch  and  give  him  very  great 
pd^in. 

Among  all  the  women  I  ever  laid,  I  never  met 
but  with  one  child  that  had  a  fuppreffion  of  urine^ 
caufed  by  an  adherence  at  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der  \  I  have  feen  another  whofe  penis  was  wholly 
without  any  hollow,  with  a  little  opening  above 
the  fcrotum^  w^hich  remained  after  an  ahfcefs  thro’ 
which  the  water  came  away  :  his,  being  fomewdiat 
growm  up  when  fhown  to  me,  and  the  fifiula  very 
callous,  which  callofities  mull  have  been  dellroyed  by 
an  incifion  all  round,  or  by  fome  other  like  means, 
which  w'ould  have  caufed  a  confiderable  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance,  and  admitted  of  re-union  but  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  ih^fflulaioo^  being  fo  placed  as  not  any  ways 
to  injure  the  fphinbder^  befjdes,  the  long  opening 
which  mull  have  been  made  in  the  penis^  and  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  it  open,  deterred  me  from  un¬ 
dertaking  the  cure. 

It  ffappens  fometimes  that  children  are  born 
v/ith  the  anus  wholly  clofed. 

Observation  LXXXIX. 

I  have  feen  two  forts  of  imperforated  anud^s: 
fome  where  the  clofing  has  reached  fo  far  in  the 
inteftine^  that  the  catheter,  canula  or  finger  have 
not  been  able  to  reach  the  bottom  of  it,  which 
made  the  feparation  impoffible  *,  death  here  has 
been  unavoidable  :  the  other  fpecies  was  nothing 
but  a  membrane  fomev/hat  thick,  which  covered  the 

entrance 


entrance  of  the  anus.^ 
rior  parts  which  I  have  open 


or  tile  adnenoe'  or  its  exte- 


ea  vvitii 


let  out  the  contents,  w 


a  Iarjcet5  and 
ing  the  parts  with  a  little 


brandy,  and  laying  on  nothing  bora  little  dry  lint^ 
and  a  plaifter  over.  The  next  day  1  drcfled  them 
with  a  digeftive,  doing  it  every  time  they  foul 
themfelves,  cleaiifing  the  wound  with  brandy. 
The  fourth  day  I  dreffed  them  with  nothing  but 
lint  dipped  in  brandy,  never  ufing  any  tent  all  the 
while,  which,  like  fuppofitories,  would  continually 
be  exciting  the  child  to  go  to  flool. 

The  furgeon  ought  to  be  careful  lead  the  child 
fhould  be  fwathed  up  too  tight,  which  by  com?, 
prefiing  the  bread,  hinders  its  refpiration  for  the 
prefent,  and  fpoils  afterwards  the  fhape  of  the 
throat,  as  happened  to  a  gentleman’s  fon,  whofe 
bread  points  forwards  like  that  of  a  turkey,  the- 
arms  having  made  their  impreflion  on  both  fides, 
forced  the  ftermm  outwards. 

It  is  not  at  this  time  that  children’s  legs  are  fub- 
jedt  to  grow  crooked,  This  is  fb  true  that  I  have 
feen  two  loofe  women  who  had  feveral  children, 
who  never  were  fwathed  up  at  all,  but  abandoned 
to  their  ill  fortune  and  jud  covered  over  loofely, 
who  neverthelefs  grew  up  to  be  tall  and  draight, 
and  perhaps  more  fo  than  others  who  had  had  all 
imaginable  care  taken  of  them.  But  when  chil¬ 
dren  begin  to  walk,  the  parts  being  weak,  eafily 
bend  by  the  weight  of  the  body,  d  have  feen  it 
happen  to  feveral,  by  being  made  to  walk  too 
loon,  and  not  by  being  ill  fwathed  up.  How¬ 
ever,  there  are  very  few  whofe  legs  do  not  grow 
draight  as  they  grow  up  5  as  for  the  bandages, 
boots,  irons,  they  do  no  good,  but  caufe  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  child,  and  among  thofe  childrea 
who  are  fo  far  ricketty  as  never  to  recover  entirely, 
thofe  come  off  bed  who  are  never  plagued  with 
them. 


CHAP. 


A  general  T y'eatife  ^Midwifry.  127 

CHAP.  XXXI. 

Of  the  choice  of  a  Nurfe, 

TH  E  figns  of  a  good  Ntirfe  are  taken  from 
her  age,  teeth,  the  colour  of  her  fldn,  and 
hair,  from  the  fmell  of  her  mouth  and  whole  body^ 
from  her  condition  and  family,  from  her  manners 
and  quantity  and  quality  of  her  miHc. 

Her  age  ought  to  be  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
eight  *,  when  they  are  younger,  they  are  too  care- 
lefs  and  fleep  too  found,  fo  as  to  endanger  the 
ftifling  of  their  children  ;  when  older,  their  milk 
is  in  too  fmall  quantity  to  nourifh  the  child. 

Fine  teeth  denote  good  health,  and  there  is 
danger  lead  thofe  who  have  bad  ones,  Ihould  have 
a  dinking  breath,  which  may  be  communicated 
to  the  child,  whofe  mouth  often  reds  upon  that  of 
its  Nurfe  *,  befides,  many  Nurfes  have  the  idle  cuf- 
tom  of  pading  the  pap  thro’  their  own  mouths 
before  they  give  it  the  child,  whereby  a  bad  quar 
]ity  may  be  communicated  to  it. 

The  colour  of  her  fkin  and  efpecially  that  of 
her  face,  ought  to  be  neither  yellow  nor  black  ; 
the  one  denotes  a  bilious,  the,  other  a  melancholy 
temperament,  neither  ought  it  to  be  too  pale  or 
too  red  *,  the  palenefs  is  a  iign  of  cacochymy,  and 
the  rednefs  of  a  very  great  heat  i  a  middling  co¬ 
lour  is  what  .fhows  good  blood. 

As  for  the  colour  of  the  hair,  the  brown,  the 
chefnut,  and  that  which  is  moderately  fair  are  de- 
firable  colours;  as  for  thofe  who  are  red-haired, 
or  too  fair,  or  too  black,  they  are  fubjedt  to  fome 
very  bad  fmells,  and  other  diforders,  known  only 
to  thofe  who  lie  with  them,  which  may  prejudice 
a  child’s  health. , 
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The  bad  fniell  of  the  whole  body  is  intolerable, 
that  of  the  breath  denotes  bad  lungs  or  flomach^  and 
that  of  the  nofe,  fonie  defcd;  in  that  or  fome 
neighbouring  part,  and  all  thefe  infeblions  may 
be  communicated  to  the  child. 

As  to  her  circumftances,  they  ought  to  be  fuch, 
as  to  enable  her  to  live  upon  good  food,  which 
may  produce  a  wholfome  chyle,  and  confequently 
a  good  milk.  Her  family  ought  to  be  free  from 
the  king^s-evil^  epilepfy^  venereal  dijiemper^  &c. 

She  ought  to  be  cheerful,  neither  proud  nor 
quarrelfome-,  becaufe  her  milk  would  participate  of 
thofe  bad  qualities.  .  Her  manners  ought  to  be 
good,  there  being  nothing  more  certain  than  that 
children  fuck  in  the  good  and  bad  inclinations  of 
their  Nurfes. 

Tho’  I  infiLl  upon  the  colour  of  the  fldn  and 
hair,  thefe  rules  are  not  without  exception.  I  mud 
confefs  that  the  choice  of  a  Nurfe  is  one  of  the 
nicefi:  things  that  is,  and  I  have  been  fo  often  de¬ 
ceived  in  them,  that  I  have  made  a  refolu'tion,  ne-. 
ver  to  trouble  my  head  about  any  thing  elfe,  but 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  milk,  which  is  an 
elTential  thing. 

CHAR  XXXII. 

Whence  the  Milk  is  formed^  and  how  it  is  car^- 

ried  to  the  Breads. 

TH  E  antients  attributed  to  the  Breajis^  a 
particular  faculty  of  converting  the  blood 
into  Milk^  and  to  the  tejlicles^  that  of  convertingdt 
into  femen  ;  but  fince  the  difeovery  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood,  the  receptacidum  chyli^  and  ufe 
of  the  glands^  many  authors  have  found  out  by 
exceeding  probable  experiments,  that  the  Milk  is 
formed  from  the  chyk  \  but  they  have  not  been 


I 
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able  to  find  out  yet  the  vefTels  which  bring  this 
^yle  to  the  Brenjb^  nor  how  it  is  feparated.  But 
is  it  harder  to  attribute  the  reparation  of  the  Milk 
to  tht  glands  of  the  Breafts^  by  the  means  of  the 
f  particular  conformation  of  their  pores^  than  that  of 
I  the  femen  to  the  tefiicles^  or  the  lile  to  the  liver  by 
the  like  means  ? 

The  chyle  being  thus  carried  to  the  Breafts  with 
the  bloody  by  the  mamillary  arteries^  it  is  there  fepa- 
j  rated  by  the  particular  conformation  of  the  oval 
glands^  which  compofe  thefe  parts.  The  firfi:  fepa- 
'  ration  is  generally  nothing  but  a  whitifh  ferum^  re- 
:  fembling  whey^  whofe  ufe  feems  to  be  to  prepare 
the  way,  many  women  having  it  while  pregnant  % 
after  delivery  this  whey  takes  the  colour  and  confif- 
tence  of  Milk  ;  it  is  more  liquid  than  chyle^  the: 
moft  fubtle  parts  of  this  paffing  through  the  pores 
of  the  glands^  whiift  the  groffer  part  remains  in 
the  mother’s  body  for  her  nourifhment,  by  which 
means  a  fuitable  food  is  produced  for  the  child. 
This  is  proved  by  experience,  which  fhows  that 
.  blood  is  heavier  than  Milk^  and  that  the  clearer  the 
Milk  is,  the  fatter  and  healthier  the  child  growls, 
whereas  a  thick  Milk  affords  a  bad  nourifliment, 
and  makes  it  lean  and  reftlefs. 

This  whey^  which  in  fome  women  is  feparated 
during  the  lad  months  of  their  pregnancies^  iit 
'  Others,  only  during  the  iafl:  days,  efcapes  through 
the  nipple  as  it  is  filtrated  by  the  glands^  caufing 
no  other  inconveniency  but  that  of  wetting  them, 
which  force  them  to  cover  the  part  with  cloths  to 
;  foak  up  the  moifture  :  but  alter  delivery^  when 
I  either  through  the  largenefs  of  the  pons  of  thefe 
^  glands^  or  the  ill  confidence  or  quality  of  the  Milk^ 
'[  or  through  its  too  great  abundance,  there  happens 
1  any  obdrudlion  or  too  great  a  fulnefs  in  the  glands^ 
1  violent  pains  follow  from  the  extenfion  the  Breafts 
are  forced  to  undei'go,  which  raife  a  jever^  com- 

K  monly 
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monly  called  the  milk  fever ^  as  this  abates,  the 
pains  go  off.  This  remiffion  of  the  pains  proceeds 
from  the  diminution  of  the  Milk^  which  fometimes 
efcapes  through  the  nipple^  but  oftener  by  infenfible 
perfpiration  in  thofe  who  don’t  give  fuck :  where¬ 
fore,  I  never  advife  any  thing  but  foft  warm  cloths 
to  be  laid  on  the  parts  to  encourage  this  perfpira¬ 
tion,  avoiding'  any  fat,  oily  thing,  and  all  that 
might  cool  the  parts,  all  thefe  things  by  flopping  up 
the  pores^  may  curdle  the  Milk  and  indurate  the 
glands. 

It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  fay  that  the  Milk  efcapes 
below,  the  white  fluid  which  follows  the  bloody  is 
ufual  as  well  to  thofe  women  who  fuckle  two  or 
three  children,  as  to  thofe  who  fuckle  none  *,  this 
happens  as  to  a  wound  with  lofs  of  fubftance,  where 
there  is  a  neceffity  for  fuppuration.  The  placenta  in 
its  feparation  from  the  Uterus^  leaves  many  little 
wounds  which  are  the  openings  of  the  veffels  by 
which  it  was  faflned,  through  which  the  fluids  that 
filled  the  fubftance  of  the  Uterus  are  difeharged 
little  by  little  •,  this  begins  by  the  blood  and  ends 
by  the  white  liquor  which  is  a  true  pus  j  this  hap¬ 
pens  in  fome  fooner  than  others. 


CHAR  XXXIIL 


Of  the  choice  of  the  Milk. 
UTHORS  diftinguifh  three  forts  of  Milkj 


\  the  thick,  the  thin,  and  that  of  a  middle 


confiftence,  which  laft  they  prefer  before  the  other 
two.  The  way  to  know  them  is  to  lay  fome  upon 
your  nail,  if  it  forms  a  large  drop,  it  is  a  fign  it 
is  too  thick,  if  it  runs  oft’  without  forming  any, 
or  hardly  any,  it  is  too  thin  ;  but  if  the  drop  is 
not  too  large,  and  does  not  run  off,  it  is  then  of 
a  good  confiftence. 
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The  number  of  nurles  I  have  chofeii,  and  the 
long  experience  I  have  had  in  examining  the 
has  proved  to  me,  that  that  of  a  middle  confif- 
tence  is  not  beft,  but  that  the  thinned  is  preferable 
to  any,  thofe  children  that  are  fuckled  with  it, 
being  fat  and  jolly,  whereas  thofe  that  fuck  a  thick 
Milk,  are  always  lean  and  feveriilt. 

It  ftands  to  reafon,  that  a  thin  Milk  fhould  did 
tribute  itfelf  through  the  habit  of  body  of  the 
child  more  eafily,  than  that  w^hich  is  compofed  of 
grofs  particles,  which  pafs  quickly  into  the  thick 
guts,  without  furnifhing  much  nourifhment  to  the 
child  *,  I  have  alfo  remarked  that  thofe  who  fuck 
a  thick  Milk,  wet  their  clouts  much  lefs  than  thofe 
who  take  a  thinner  Milk, 

A  clear  Milk  has  a  loft  fweet  tade,  it  dreams 
out  with  a  great  force,  when  the  nurfe  gives  the 
bread,  which  is  a  fign  that  fhe  has  it  in  plenty. 

If  die  is  any  time  without  giving  fuck,  her 
breads  are  fo  filled  as  to  have  the  Milk  flow  out 
through  the  nipple. 

That  which  is  thick  has  a  fait  bitter  fade,  comes 
out  drop  by  drop,  when  the  nurfe  predes  her  bread. 
The  bread  is  always  foft  which  diows  that  it  does 
not  fill  well. 

To  tade  the  Milk  rightly,  you  mud  clean fe  your 
f  mouth  well  vv^ith  water,  get  fome  of  the  Milk  upon 
\  a  plate,  and  take  feveral  mouthfuls,  a  little  of  it 
\  not  being  fufficient  to  make  a  right  judgment. 

-Large  breads  have  feldom  much  Milk,  thofe  of 
I  a  middling  fize  with  a  red  prominent  nipple,  are 
I  much  preferable. 

ilt  is  a  difticult  mattter  to  'know  wdiether  a  nurfe 
be,  with  child  or  not,  the  child  by  fucking,  con- 
I  fuming  the  fuperduous  humours,  occafioned  by  the 
I  fuppredion  of  their  menjes,  and  confequently  the 
caufc  of  their  vomitings,  naufeas,  faintings,  &c. 

,  K  3  '  The 
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The  Milk  does  not  change  or  diininifh  in  fefveral 
women  till  they  be  far  advanced  in  their  preg¬ 
nancy^  when  they  are  no  longer  able  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  the  child  they  carry,  and  of  that  they 
fockle  :  at  this  time  the  child  that  fucks,  grows 
ill ;  they  become  lean  themfelves,  and  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  their  Milk  lefTens  by  degrees,  till  it  goes 
quite  off ;  this  fometimes  does  not  happen  till  very 
late,  and  the  fuckled  child  fuffers  thereby  greatly 
in  its  health,  fometimes  loofes  its  life  by  it.  As 
foon  as  there  is  the  lead:  fufpicion  of  a  woman  be¬ 
ing  a  breeding,  I  make  her  wean  her  child. 

Nurfes  may  have  their  menfes^  ''and  yet  their  chil¬ 
dren  do  well,  this  proceeding  from  their  being 
fuller  of  juices  than  what  the  child  can  confume. 
They  are  more  liable  to  become  pregnant  than 
others,  and  may  difcover  it  fooner  than  thofe  who 
have  them  not. 

/ 

Observation  XC 

In  March  1711,  a  widow  lady  left  big  with 
child,  chofe  a  nurfe  among  feveral,  and  took  her 
into  the  houfe  at  that  very  time,  fometime  after 
I  delivered  her  of  a  girl.  The  nurfe  affu- 
red  me  that  (he  had  not  her  menfes^  and  never  , 
had  them  while  fhe  gave  fuck  fhe  might  fay  , 
true,  and  they  come  down  afterwards.  The  lady  1 
trufled  the  nurfe  with  the  cook-maid,  who  having 
lived  with  her  a  long  while,  and  not  being  very 
young,  fhe  thought  to  be  flaid,  in  which  however  ■ 
fhe  was  miftaken  j  for  the  cook  having  a  fweet- 
heart,  whom  the  nurfe  hindered  from  feeing  ia  | 
her  chamber  as  fhe  ufed  to  do,  they  compounded 
the  matter  together.  When  the  lady  was  out,  the. 
fweetheart  and  hufband  of  the  nurfe  fupped  andj 
laid  at  her  houfe ;  this  being  difcovercd,  fhe  was  1 
very  uneafy  at  her  being  deceiv( 
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being  afraid  leaft  the  nurfe  fliould  be  with  child, 
from  which  fhe  cleared  herfelf,  by  fhowing  her 
Ibift  which  denoted  the  contrary  in  characters  of 
blood.  As  the  child  was  fomewhat  grown  up,  and 
pretty  well  in  health,  I  advifed  the  lady  to  keep 
the  nurfe  fome  months  longer,  this  llie  did  for 
four  months,  during  v/hich  I  perceived,  that  when  > 
ilie  had  her  menfes  actually  upon  her,  the  child 
did  not  care  to  take  the  bread,  and  was  out  of 
order,  'but  that  as  foon  as  they  were  off,  Ihe  re¬ 
covered  her  ufualdate;  1  advifed  her  to  be  wean¬ 
ed,  and  fhe  did  very  well,  the  food  that  was  given 
her,  not  differing  fo  much  from  the  ufual  nourifh- 
ment,  as  the  nurfc’s  Milk  did,  when  under  thofe 
fituatjons. 

Reflexion. 

As  the  children,  by  having  thefe  nurfes  are  ex- 
pofed  to  fome  inconveniences,  I  think  it  advifable 
never  to  chufe  thofe  that  are  in  that  condition. 

CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Of  the  diet  and  regimen  of  a  lying- m 

woman* 

T  GENERALLY  give  fome  broth  to  the  wo- 
1  man  as  foon  as  fhe  is  delivered,  and  for  the 
iirfi:  days  I  feed  her  with  foop  and  broth  alter¬ 
nately,  you  may  alfo  give  her  new  laid  eggs,  and 
if  there  is  no  apprehenfion  of  a  fever,  a  few  fpoon- 
fuls  now  and  then,  of  a  liquor,  made  Vv^ith  a  piece 
of  bread  toafted  and  boiled  in  fugar  and  water,, 
after  which  you  add  to  it  a  glafs  of  wine.  If  her 
belly  is  fluggifh  to  the  third  day  l  give  her  a  gentle 
glyfter^  and  the  fifth  day  v/hen  the  fever  occafioned  by 
tile  milk  is  over,  I  give  her  leave  to  eat  fome  boiled 
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or  roafled  chicken.  After  this  I  prefcribe  her  no 
particular  regimen,  but  to  avoid  excefs  in  every 
thing,  and  guard  herfelf  from  cold  as  long  as 
her  lochia  are  on,  which  keep  on  longer  on  fome 
than  others ;  fome  being  better  able  to  go  QUt  after 
fifteen  days  than  fome  after  fix  weeks. 

CHAP.  XXXV. 


Of  driving  hack  the  Milk. 


OST  women  have  Milk  after  lying-in, 
__  which  thofe  who  do  not  fuckle,  find  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  driving  back  ;  feveral  remedies 
have  been  tried  which  all  prove  to  no  purpofe, 
time  alone  being  able  to  effed  it,  among  the  fpe- 
cificks  we  are  told  of  box-wood  water,  and  honey 
by  themfelves,  or  a  deco^ion  made  of  a  handful  of 
the  young  twigs  of  this  wood,  boiled  in  a  pint  of 
water  with  tw’^o  fpoonfuls  of  honey,  you  are  to  ap¬ 
ply  upon  the  part,  a  comprefs  dipped  in  this  liquor 
as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  and  over  .this  the  populneum 
cintment  fpread  upon  brown  paper  ,  they  advife 
alfo  the  white  wax  cerate^  cork^  or  a  piece  of  gold^ 
to  be  hung  round  the  neck.  After  the  trial  of  all 
of  them,  I  perfer  a  foft  napkin  v/ell  warmed  ;  it 
encourages  perfpiration,  and  keeps  up  the  warmth, 
which  the  other  remedies  can  hardly  do. 

You  mufl:  obferve,  that  the  more  violently  the 
Mdk  comes  on,  the  fooner  the  pains  go  oft,  and 
this  happens  oftner,  when  the  Milk  does  not  flow 
out,  becaufe  otherwife  the  breafl;  is  not  fo  much 
filled,  and  confequently  the  pains  are  lefs,  but  lafl: 
longer. 

When  the  Milk  does  flow  out,  you  muft  be  very 
careful  to  take  away  all  the  wetted  clouts,  leaft 
'  |he  breafl  fhouid  fuffer  cold  from  them.  Any  part 

of 
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✓ 

®f  the  body,  even  the  hands,  being  expofed  to 
the  cold  may  endanger  the  curdling  of  the  Milk^ 
which  makes  me  bid  v/omen  to  keep  them  in  bed, 
if  they  can,  for  fome  women  cannot  do  it  without 
expofing  themfelves  to  the  ftrongeft  hyftericks,  in 
which  cafe  they  muft  wear  long  (leeves  and  warm 
mittens. 


Observat  ion  XCI. 

The  feventh  of  February  1692,  it  being  ex- 
ceffive  cold  weather,  I  delivered  a  young  lady  who 
loved  her  pleafure,  and  would  not  be  debarred  one 
day  from  feeing  company,  having  had  a  very  eafy 
delivery.  Her  head  was  dreffed  lightly,  her  fleeves 
were  Ihort,  and  her  arms  were  always  out  of  bed, 
I  told  her,  tho’  to  no  purpofe,  what  fhe  expofed 
herfelf  to,  elpecially  her  breafts,  v/hich  w^ould  be  in 
danger  of  curdling,  ilie  was  deaf  to  it,  but  felt 
the  effedfs  of  it.  One  of  her  breaffs  fwelled,  grew 
hard,  inflamed  and  painful.  She  tried  feveral 
old  womens  receipts,  not  caring  to  apply  to  me 
lead:  I  fhould  be  angry  *,  but  at  laft  fne  was  forced 
to  do  it  \  I  opened  her  bread:  and  let  out  fix  porrin¬ 
gers  of  matter.  I  foon  cured  that  and  then  the 
other  underwent  the  fame  fate. 

Observation  XCI  I. 

The  fixth  of  January  1699,  I  delivered  a  lady 
of  her  firfl  child,  the  labour  v/as  lingering,  but  all 
came  right ;  fhe  complained  of  a  great  heat  in  her 
feet,  and  was  conftantly  putting  them  out  of  bed, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  which  was  then  very 
cold.  She  perfifted  in  this  notwithflanding  my  en¬ 
treaties,  and  was  fo  well  that  fhe  thought  of  getting 
up  entirely  the  feventh  day,  when  fhe  was  fuddenly 
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taken  with  a  (hivering  and  grew  exceeding  feverifh, 
her  breads  fwelled  and  fuppiirated,  one  after  ano-r 
't|ier.  I  was  forced  to  open  them  after  having 
tried  to  no  purpofe,  all  the  means  I  could  think 
of  to  procure  the  perfpiration  of  the  extrayafateej 
humour.  Her  cure  proved  very  long. 

Reflexion. 

The  expofing  themfelves  to  cold  not  only  en» 
dangers  their  breads,  but  may  caufe  a  fuppredion 
pf  the  lochia^  which  being  driven  back  into  the 
habit  of  body,  caufe  abfeeffes  in  fome  part  or  other 
pf  the  body. 


CHAR  XXXVL 

Of  Purging^/  the  latter  end  of  cl  lying-in, 

IT  is  a  midake  to  imagine  that  a  woman  is 
cleanfed  enough  during'  her  lying-in,  not  to 
want  Purging  after  it  ^  there  is  a  neceility  to  clear 
the  body  of  the  vicious  humours  fhe  has  contraded 
during  her  ^regnancy\  and  thereby  prevent  the  mid 
chief  they  might  occafion. 

Observation  XCIIL 

I  happily  delivered,  the  thirteenth  of  Augiijl 
1698,  a  young  woman  of  a  very  weak  conditutTon 
who  was  very  fickly  all  the  time  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy^  her  lochia  dopped  a  month  after  her  lying- 
in  I  purged  her  with  a  drachm  of  rhubarb  and  as 
much  vegetal  fait,  infufed  in  a  large  glafs  of  veal 
broth,  in  which  was  didblved  an  ounce  of  manna, 
and  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of  peaches  added  to  it  \ 
which  fucceeded  exceeding  well. 


When 
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When  a  woman  is  ftrong,  I  make  the  Purge 
fomewhat  ftronger,  as  I  did  with  the  following 
woman. 

Observation  XCIV. 

The  eighteenth  of  July  1700,  I  delivered  a  wo¬ 
man  who  had  a  very  good  time,  both  during 
her  pregnancy  and  all  the  time  of  her  lying-in,  fhe 
had  a  mind  to  be  purged  which  I  did  with  two 
drachms  of  fenna  half  a  one  of  rhubarb,  a  drachm 
of  fal  prunello  and  a  pinch  of  annifeeds,  infufed 
in  a  glafs  of  water  all  night,  with  the  addition  of 
an  ounce  of  manna,  half  an  ounce  of  double  catho- 
licon,  and  an  ounce  of  laxative  fyrup  of  apples. 

As  fhe  had  fweated  very  much  during  the  firft 
eight  or  ten  days  of  her  lying-in,  and  thefe  fweats^ 
by  drying  upon  her  fkin  caufed  troublefome  itch- 
ings,  I  advifed  her  to  bathe  in  luke-warm  water, 
and  to  remain  no  longer  in  it,  than  was  necefiary 
to  cleanfe  her,  leaft  by  opening  her  pores  too  much 
Ihe  fhould  be  apt  to  catch  cold  afterwards. 

Reflexion. 

I  do  not  imagine  there  is  a  neceffity  for  all  wo¬ 
men  to  purge  after  lying-in,  but  thofe  who  aro 
fickly  cannot  difpenfe  with  it  with  fafety  \  and 
Purges  of  this  nature  cannot  hurt  any  body. 

CHAP.  XXXVIL 
Of  Sweating. 

IT  is  very  ufual  for  women  to  fweat  in  their 
lying-in,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  refults  from 
it.  I  have  feen  feveral  feized  with  fhiverings,  fob 
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lowed  by  violent  fevers,  with  pains  in  their  breafts 
and  hips,  get  rid  of  thefe  complaints  by  Sweating  % 
and  others,  who  by  interrupting  this  benefit  of 
nature,  have  expofed’themfelves  to  very  dangerous 
confequences,  which  in  fome  have  lafted  a  long 
nvhile,  and  in  others,  have  terminated  in  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Sweats^  which  were  v/ith  great  trou¬ 
ble,  *  brought  on  again  by  the  moft  efficacious  re¬ 
medies. 

Observation  XCV. 

The  fixth  of  March  1684,  I  laid  a  young  wo¬ 
man  of  her  firil  child,  who  from  the  firfl:  to  the 
eighth  day  had  very  copious  Sweats.  She  encou¬ 
raged  them  at  firfl  very  carefully,  but  growing 
tired  at  lad  of  being  kept  in  this  fort  of  natural 
-  bath,  (he  would  fuffer  no  more  covering,  than 
what  v/as  neceffiary  juft  to  keep  out  the  cold,^  de- 
figning  to  get  up  the  tenth  day.  But  ffie  was  very 
much  furprized  to  awake  in  the  morning  with  a 
terrible  ftiivering,  followed  by  a  fever,  'hard,  fwek 
led  and  painful  breafts,  pains  in  her  head,  hips  and 
groins,  and  almoft  all  over  her  body.  I  bid  her 
do  her  endeavours  to  recall  back  the  Sweats  which 
file  had  fo  fatally  interrupted,  ffie  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  it,  on  account  of  the  great  difpofition  ffie 
was  in  to  fweat^  and  inftead  of  two  or  three  days 
longer  flic  muft  have  laid  in  them,  ffie  was  forced 
to  bear  them  eight  or  ten,  after  which  ffie  found 
herfelf  quite  well  with  no  other  help  but  that  of 
nature. 


Observat.ion  XCVI. 

The  thirtieth  of  July  1698,  I  delivered  a  lady, 
who,  tho’  ffie  ufed  to  fweat  in  all  her  former  ly- 
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ings-in,  was  willing  to  difpenfe  herfelf  from  it 
this  time,  upon  the  account  of  the  feafon.  I  told 
her  tho’  to  no  purpofe,  the  confequences  of  it,  which 
would  ftill  be  worfe  for  her  that  was  wont  to  fweat^  ^ 
than  it  would  be  for  fome  vfho  fweat  but  rarely/ 
But  as  fhe  difliked  it,  the  only  reafon  fhe  gave  me 
was,  that  fhe  always  laid  in  before  in  winter,  which 
forced  her  to  keep  herfelf  well  covered  to  keep 
out  the  cold,  which  occafioned  her  Sweatings  but 
that  now  it  being  the  warmeft  feafon  in  the  year, 
fhe  had  no  occafion  to  cover  herfelf  to  encourage 
the  heat  which  fhe  felt  but  too  much  already, 
which  at  the  fame  time  would  fave  her  the  trouble 
of  Sweating,  Thefe  reafons  would  have  appeared 
plaufible,  to  one  who  ha*d  not  feen  the  dangerous 
turns  lying-in  women  are  fubjedl  to  *,  nor  was  I  fur- 
prized,  when  news  was  brought  me,  fix  days  after 
at  two  in  the  morning,  that  fhe  was  very  ill.  I 
found  her  in  a  moft  violent  fhivering  fit,  followed 
by  a  burning  heat,  fharp  pains  in  the  breaff,  along 
the  back,  legs  and  arms :  all  I  could  do  while  this 
fhivering  lafted,  was  to  have  her  well  covered,  and 
as  it  was  going  off,  I  gave  her  a  large  cup  of 
broth,  which  threw  her  into  a  violent  fweat  that 
lafted  thirty  hours,  and  carried  off  all  her  pains. 

Reflexion. 

Thefe  Sweatings  agree  very  much  with  the  cri¬ 
tical  Sweats  of  other  diftempers,  they  both  carrying 
off  fome  noxious  matter,  which  if  done  imper- 
fedlly,  will  caufe  abfcefTes  in  fome  part  or  other  of 
the  body. 
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O  bservation  XCVII. 

The  thirteenth  of  Fehruary  1711,  I  delivered  a 
young  lady  of  her  firft  child,  eight  leagues  off*.  I 
ifaid  four  days  with  her,  during  which  (he  was  con¬ 
tinually  in  very  plentiful  Sweats  *,  but  as  fhe  went  on 
well,  the  impetuofity  of  the  milk  was  abating,  and 
there  remained  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  up  her 
Sweats^  I  left  her  to  the  care  of  her  nurfe,  giving 
her  a  ftridt  charge  to  avoid  the  leaft  cold.  The 
child  was  to  be  chriftened  the  next  day,  and  the 
young  lady  who  was  naturally  of  a  chearful  difpo- 
fition,  finding  herfelf  well,  refolved  to  change  her 
linnen  to  get  rid  of  her  Siveats^  and  be  able  by 
that  means  to  receive  her  company  more  agree¬ 
ably.  The  day  paffed  merrily,  every  body  wifh- 
ang  her  joy  about  her  being  fo  well,  but  fhe  had  a 
very  reftlefs  night,  and  the  next  morning  was 
taken  with  a  fhivering,  attended  with  a  loofenefs 
which  made  her  get  up  every  minute,  very  fharp_ 
pains  and  a  vomiting.  Thefe  belly-achs  commu¬ 
nicated  themfelves  to  her  back,  arms  and  legs,  fo 
that  fhe  could  not  keep  one  fituation  a  minute, 
nor  get  a  wink  of  fleep.  Being  informed  of  this 
I  went  to  her,  and  found  her  with  her  head  at  the 
feet  of  the  bed,  fhe  gave  me  her  hand,  and  juft 
fmiling,  begged  of  me  to  get  her  out  of  the  con¬ 
dition  her  rafhnefs  had  thrown  her  into.  I  learned 
that  her  lochia  had  not  left  her,  and  having  caufed 
her  to  lay  on  her  back,  with  her  knees  raifed  and 
heels  bent  backwards,  I  found  her  belly  foft 
and  flat,  upon  which  I  gave  her  good  encourage¬ 
ment.  I  ordered  her  immediately,  half  a  glyjier 
of  broth,  and  two  hours  after,  an  ounce  of  oil  of 
fweet  almonds  in  three  or  four  fpoonfuls  of  broth, 
and  an  hour  after  that,  a  large  difh  gf  broth.  \ 

covered 
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covered  her  up  a  little  more,  fhe  fell  afleep  and 
the  fweating  returned,  her  flux  and  all  other  pains 
left  her,  and  fhe  found  heffelf  quite  eafy  the  very 
next  day.  Her  Sweats  were  very  excelTive  for  two 
days,  but  being  almoit  off,  I  was  for  going  away, 
but  flie  was  fo  afraid  of  a  relapfe  that  fhe  forced 
me  to  flay  fix  days  longer,  after  which  I  left  her 
quite  eafy. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  lefs  natural  Delivery. 

TH  E  lefs  natural  'Delivery  differs  from  that 
which  is  natural^  by  its  being  difficult  and 
lingering,  the  child  notwithftanding,  com¬ 
ing  into  the  world  without  the  help  of  the  furge- 
on’s  hand. 

This  Delivery  is  the  rock  againft  which  the  learn^ 
ing  and  experience  of  the  moft  knowing  furgeons 
bulge.  The  fureft  way  is  to  do  nothing,  but  re¬ 
mit  the  whole  to  nature^  which  often  works  mira- 
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cles  when  it  was  the  lead  expedled,  and  after  three^ 
four,  nay  feven  days  a  woman  is  brought  to  bed,  and 
both  mother  and  child  do  well,  juft  as  the  opera- 
tor  began  to  defpair  of  every  thing. 

It  is  in  thefe  cafes  that  the  furgeon  muft  feek 
out  all  imaginable  means  to  help  the  woman,  by 
a  proper  nourifliment,  by  reft,  and  a  great  tran¬ 
quility  of  body  and  mind  and  by  an  eafy  pofturcj 
that  he  may  preferve  her  ftrength,  and  facilitate 
the  birth  of  the  child  without  fatiguing  the 
mother. 


CHAP.  11. 


What  are  the  caufes  of  the  lefts  natural  Delivery.- 


HE  caufes  of  a  lefs  natural  Delivery  can  pro¬ 


ceed  but  from  three .  things^  from  the'  mo¬ 


ther^  from  the  child,  or  from  both. 

From  the  mother,  when  (lie  is  too  young,  too 
old,  or  too  weak  either  through  any  diftemper 
as  a  fever,  or  any  accident  as  flooding,  dyffen- 
tery,  i^c. 

From  the  child,  who  may  be  too  large,  for 
having  taken  too  much  nourifhment  in  its  mother’s 
belly :  or  too  weak  for  not  having  taken  enough 
for  its  growth,  either  through  fome  obftrudiion  in 
the  veffcls  of  the  umbilical  chords  whereby  the  blood 
was  intercepted,  or  becaufe  the  mother,  by  fome 
accident  or  other,  very  frequent  in  pregnant  wo¬ 
men,  did  not  take  nourifhment  enough  to  breed  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  blood  for  the  child’s  growth  j 
or  in  fine  by  its  being  dead  in  the  uterus. 

The  mother  and  child  may  both  caufe  this  fort 
of  Delivery.^  when  they  are  both  fo  weak  as  not 
to  be  able  to  help  one  another. 

An  uneafy  pofture  of  the  mother  during  labour ^ 
tnay  be  an  obftacle  tq  Delivery^ 


It 
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It  is  faid  that  the  os  coccygis^  by  being  too  near 
the  os  pubis ^  and  con  fluently  flreightening  the 
palTage,  may  retard  Delivery^  as  alfo  that  the  firft 
Deliveries  are  generally  the  moil  lingering  ;  but  to 
confeis  the  truth  we  can  affign  no  certain  caufe  for  the 
length  of  2ilaboury  having  often  an  eafy  delivery 
every  thing  meets  both  on  the  mother’s  and  child^s 
fide,  that  could  make  us  apprehend  a  dillicult  one, 
and  at  other  times,  every  thing  taking  a  bad  turn 
when  we  have  the  greateil  appearance  of  a  fpeedy 
Delivery,  fothat  the  operator  m  uO:  always  be  between 
hope  and  fear  till  the  work  is  over. 

Observation  XCVIII. 

A  taylor’s  wife  thirteen  years  old,  being  in  la¬ 
bour  fent  for  me.  I  found  the  pains  very  ftrong, 
the  waters  prepared  and  the  child  well  placed  % 
her  labour  was  pretty  eafy,  and  I  delivered  her  in 
lefs  than  an  hour,  fhe  and  her  child  both  doing 
well,  notwithftanding  fhe  was  fo  young.  She  was 
the  head  lefs  at  that  time  than  Ibe  was  at  twenty- 
one,  v/hen  I  laid  her  for  the  third  time. 

O  B'  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N  XCIX, 

A  pewterer’s  wife  fourteen  years  and  a  day  old^ 
enjoyed  a  very  good  fate  of  health  during  her 
pregnancy*,  her  mother  judging  flie  was  in  labour, 
by  fome  extraordinary  gefture  fhe  made  without 
complaining,  fent  for  me  the  twelfth  of  April  1691^ 

!  Thefe  motions  left  me  no  more  doubt  of  the  vio- 
fence  of  her  pains,  than  the  loudef  cries  would  in 
another  wherefore  I  would  enquire  into  the  fitu- 
8  ation  of  the  child  by  touching,  bur  fhe  was  fo 
[  young  that  fhe  begged  me  nor,  in  the  fame  man- 
i  ner  as  a  little  girl  would,  not  to  be  whipped.  I 
^  delivered  her  in  lefs  than  two  hours.  The  child 

L  who- 
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who  was  a  boy,  was  very  well,  as  was  alfo  the  mo¬ 
ther.  I  laid  her  feven  times  by  that  time  Ihe  was 
twenty-five. 


Reflexion. 

Thefe  women,  tho*^  really  meer  ehildren,-  not 
only  as  to  their  age  but  in  their  way  of  behaviour, 
had  as  good  and  fpeedy  'Deliveries  as  one  could 
wifh.  For  that  Delivery  cannot  be  called  the  bed:, 
where  the  child  comes  forth  at  the  very  firft  pain, 
this  endangering  a  great  laceration  of  the  parts, 
which  are  not  yet  dilated  fufficiently,  as  they  are 
gradually  when  the  child’s  head  is  pufhed  down  a 
little  by  every  pain,  and  draws  up  again  as  it  goes 
off  •,  wherefore  We  may  look  upon  that  as  a  fpeedy 
and  happy  Delivery  which  lafts  but  one  or  two 
hours. 

Observation  C. 

A  lady  of  the  parifh  of  Darneville^  three  leagues 
ofF,  having  lived  in  a  happy  tranquility  to  the  age 
of  forty-eight,  without  being  willing  to  liften  to 
matrimony,  at  laft  engaged  in  that  ftate,  in  the 
hopes  of  being  pad:  the  time  of  bearing  children  ; 
the  marks  of  youth  beginning  to  difappear,  and 
her  courfes  not  coming  down  regularly,  whereby 
her  health  was  very  much  impaired,  fhe  was  in¬ 
hopes  that  marriage  would  be  of  fervice  to  her  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  her  indifpofitions  encreafed, 
her  legs  and  feet  fwelled  firff,  then  her  belly  \ 
naufeas  and  vomitings  came  on  ;  her  phyficians 
tried  in  vain  all  the  means  of  giving  her  eafe,  fhe 
grew  worfe.  The  encreafe  of  her  belly,  and  fall¬ 
ing  away  of  her  whole  body,  put  it  pad:  doubt  of 
its  being  a  real  dropfy,  till  the  child  manifefting 
itfelf  by  its  motions  drew  them  put  of  their  miftake. 

When 
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When  labour  came  on,  I  was  fent  for  to  deliver  her^ 
whrch  I  did  in  a  very  little  time  of  a  line  boy, 

/  » 

! 

Reflexion. 

,  Phyficians  Ihould  be  very  cautious  how  they  or¬ 
der  remedies  to  new  married  women,  efpecially  if 
tieir  complaints  have  the  leafl:  likenefs  to  thofe  of 
breeding  women.  They  were  miftaken  with  this 
woman,  whofe  age  left  hardly  any  rooio  to  fufped: 
any  thing  of  this  nature.. 

Her  age  and  weak  (late  of  health  during  the 
whole  time  of  pregnancy^  did  not  hinder  het  from 
having  a  very  happy  Delivery, 

Observation  CL 

*•  ' 

An  old  maid  of  the  parilli  of  Seprille  fifty-one 
years  old,  took  it  into  her  head  to  marry  Ihe  ne¬ 
ver  would  liften  to  it  before,  for  fear  of  having 
children,  and  was  willing  to  tafte  the  pleafure  of 
matrimony  without  its  fmarts :  fihe  neverthelefs  be¬ 
came  pregnant^  without  being  fenfible  of  it,  imput¬ 
ing  all  her  complaints  to  her  years,  which  had 
flopped  the  coming  down  of  her  menfes^  till  the 
iTiotions  of  the  child  were  fo  ftrong,'  as  not  to  fuffer 
her  to  doubt  any  longer  of  her  condition.  As  fhe 
had  been  particularly  recommended  to  fome  per- 
fons  that  I  had  a  very  great  refped:  for,  and  they 
looking  upon  this  as  fomething  out  of  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe,  defired  me  to  attend  her  in  her  labour^ 
I  was  no  fooner  informed  that  Ihe  was  in  it,  but  I 
fet  out,  notwithilanding  which  I  found  her  happily 
delivered  before  I  came,  which  fhov/s  that  old  ago 
is  no  hindrance  to  an  eafy  Delivery. 

L  2  C)  B  S  E 
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^  Observation  CII. 

The  twelfth  of  May  1688,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
carpenter’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  Sl  Germans,  f 
found  her  in  labour.,  there  was  nothing  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  her  cafe  befides  her  being  fifty,  her  pains 
were  flrong  and  prefTing,  the  membranes  ready  to 
break  and  the  child  well  placed.  The  waters  came 
away  foon  after,  and  after  having  well  allured  my- 
felf  of  the  fituation  of  the  child,  whofe  head  was 
come  out  as  far  as  the  crown,  I  touched  her  no- 
more  till  it  was  advanced  far  enough  to  be  taken 
hold  of  by  the  two  hands  under  the  ears,  faving 
her  by  that  means  the  trouble  of  another  pain. 

I  found  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  bringing, 
away  the  'placenta^  which  was  very  fmall  and  ffirunk 
up,  and  very  clofely  united  to  the  uterus,  I  was 
forced  to  tie  up  the  chord.,  and  take  the  child  out 
of  the  way  to  have  more  liberty.  However  I 
brought  it  away  at  laft  without  introducing  my 
hand  into  the  uterus^  by  the  means  of  the  chords 
which  tho’  very  fmall  bore  the  pulling  without 
breaking. 


Reflexion. 

When  I  firft  began  to  praffife,  I  ufed  the  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  and  embrocations  which  the  an- 
tients  advife  during  and  at  the  latter  end  of  preg- 
7iancy^  with  a  defign  of  procuring  an  eafier  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  parts,  but  having  by  experience  found 
them  of  no  figniEcation,  I  have. entirely  laid  them 
afide. 

The  furgeon  ought,  during  the  labour,,  to  life 
his  hand  no  oftner  than  is  need  ;  and  the  frequent 
a6ling  with  the  fingers  dipped  in  oil  round  the  head 
of  the  childj  may  bring  on  an  inflammation  and 

fwelling 
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fwelling  on  thefe  membranous  parts,  which  will  hin¬ 
der  them  from  dilating.  And  when  the  child 
pufhed  on  by  the  pains  comes  to  force  a  paflage, 
they  will  be  liable  to  be  lacerated. 

I  have  always  found  that  thofe  placenta^ s  which 
have  but  little  thicknefs,  and  appear  more  membra¬ 
nous  than  flediy,  are  much  more  apt  to  adhere, 
but  that  when  once  they  are  loofened,  they  come 
away  of  themfelves ;  whereas  we  are  forced  to  help 
the  coming  away  of  the  others  at  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus^  where  they  often  hop  through  their  ex¬ 
treme  thicknefs. 

I  always  prefer  bringing  away  the  placenta  by  the 
chord  to  the  introducing  the  hand  to  loofen  it,  the 
uterus  fuffering  much  lefs  thereby  ;  but  it  muft  be 
done  very  gently  and  leifurely  for  fear  of  caufing 
an  inverfion  of  the  uterus. 

CHAP.  III. 

I 

^he  weaknefs  of  the  mother^  that  of  the  cbild^ 
or  of  both  together^  do  not  al%vays  make  the 
Labour  lingering. 

I  CAN  affirm  that  I  have  found  that  thofe  wo¬ 
men  who  enjoy  a  good  hate  of  health,  have  oft- 
ner  lingering  and  difficult  Labours  than  thofe  who 
are  fickly,  who  are  often  brought  to  bed  with  a 
great  deal  of  eafe  and  fpeed  *,  they  are  indeed  in 
more  danger  during  their  lying-in,  not  having 
ftrength  to  bear  the  fatigue  occafioned  by  the 
pains,  to  encounter  with  the  throws  which  feve- 
ral  feel  ftill  for  fome  days  after  being  brought 
to  bed,  the  difeharge  of  the  lochia^  and  the 
inilk-fever. 


N 
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Observation  GUI. 

\ 

An  officer’s  wife  of  this  town  was  ill  the  whok 
time  of  her  being  with  child,  and  eat  lefs  in  a 
fortnight  than  fhe  ufed  to  do  at  one  meal  \  fhe  be¬ 
came  fo  weak  that  fhe  was  hardly  able  to  go  from 
the  bed  to  the  fire.  The  time  of  delivery  being 
come,  fhe  fent  for  me  the  feventeeth  of  Odiober 
J687,  three  quarters  after  twelve  at  night,  fhe 
was  delivered  at  half  an  hour  after  one  of  a  flout 
boy. 

Observation  GiV. 

A  bead-maker’s  wife  of  this  town,  being  in  the 
beginning  oi pregnancy  troubled  with  the  very  worfi: 
complaints  of  it,  as  a  general  diflafie,  and  a  con¬ 
tinual  vomiting,  was  above  forty  days  without  go¬ 
ing  to  flool,  tho’  fhe  was  fometimes  inclined  to  it ; 
file  confiilted  me  feyeral  times,  hut  would  never 
take  any  thing  I  ordered  her.  If  we  might  rely 
on  herfelf  and  mother,  fhe  eat  but  two  prunes 
during  five  days,  and  even  them  fhe  vomited  up, 
and  lefs  than  two  pounds  of  bread  during  pine 
months.  She  was  fo  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to 
get  up,  tho!  fhe  was  naturally  very  brifk  and  in- 
dullrious.  I  delivered  her  the  twenty-feventh  of 
Aprils  of  a  flout  girl  in  lefs  thap  an  hour.  She 
recovered  her  flomach  and  did  very  well,  and  the 
child  alfo,  which  was  very  flour,  notwithflanding 
the  fmall  quantity  of  food  f^e  had  taken. 

Observation  CV* 

The  thirteenth  of  July  1 697,  I  laid  a  waggo^ 
ner’s  wife,  who  was  but  an  hour  and  half  in  jL:?- 
hour,  of  a  child  that  was  fo  weak  that  fhe  had  not 
■  . ■  ■  felt 
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felt  it  for  feveral  days.  I  had  but  juft  time  to 
chriften  it,  and  1  brought  away  the  after-birth  be¬ 
fore  it  died. 

In  January  1700,  I  delivered  the  wife  of  an 
cer  in  the  army,  and  that  of  an  officer  of  the 
court,  each  in  lefs  than  two  hours,  of  dead  chil¬ 
dren,  without  my  being  able  to  know  it  before  de¬ 
livery^  and  without  the  women  being  fenfible  of 
haying  any  way  contributed  to  it. 

Observation  CVI. 

A  lockfmith’s  wife  whom  I  have  delivered  feve^ 
ral  times,  groy/ing  very  infirm,  became  big  with 
child  not>vithftanding,  ffie  was  alfo  troubled  with  a 
very  great  palpitation  of  heart.  She  was  continu¬ 
ally  uneafy  about  her  delivery^  not  only  upon  her 
own  account  but  upon  that  of  the  child,  whom 
fhe  perceived  to  be  very  weak.  The  twelfth  of 
Aiigufi  1698,  fhe  lent  for  me  at  ten  at  night-,  I 
found  her  with  pains  flrong  enough,  to  affure  my- 
felf  of  the  right  fituation  of  the  child,  and  I  de^, 
livered  her  in  lefs  than  an  hour  of  a  very  tall  but 
very  lean  girl,  who  died  fome  days  after,  and  the 
mother  was  very  near  it  feveral  times,  which  flie 
did  not  get  over  of  a  long  time. 

R  E  F  L  E  X  I  0  N. 

It  is  really  furprizing  how  this  woman  could 
ever  go  her  full  time,  it  being  impoffible  for  a 
Jiving  creature  to  undergo  more  than  ffie  did. 
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CHAR  IV. 

T'fMt  the  length  and  difficulty  of  Labour  does, 
not  proceed  from  a  womaris  never  having 
had  any  children  before  ^  that  the  fir  ft  makes 
not  way  for  the  others^  and  that  the  coccyx 
is  no  obftacle.  ^  *'■ 

The  length  and  difficulty  of  the  firft  delive¬ 
ries  are  owing  to  this,  that  women  imagine 
the  very  firft  pains  they  feel  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  be  brought  to  bed,  whence  they  complain 
and  cry  out  immediately.  V/hat  inclines  me  to 
believe  this  is,  that  when  I  am  called  to  thefe  fort 
of  patients,  I  generally  in  touching  them  find  the 
child  very  high,  and  often  the  waters  do  not  apK 
pear  of  two  or  three  days  or  more  ;  and  when  once 
thefe  falfe  pains  which  are  fhort  and  flow  become 
flrong  and  frequent,  a  delivery  foon  follows.  But 
the  next  time,  they  fuffer  all  thefe  flight  pains  with¬ 
out  complaining,  and  do  not  call  for  help  till  they 
v/ant  it,  which  makes  us  look  upon  their  deliveries 
as  much  more  fpeedy. 

Out  of  fix  women  I  lay  of  their  firfl  children, 
hardly  one  has  a  fingering  Labour^  and  it  is  more 
rare  to  fee  a  woman  die  of  her  firfl;  child,  than 
afterwards. 

If  any  one  confiders  the  figure,  life  and  articu¬ 
lation  of  the  os  coccygis^  he  will  foon  be  perfuaded 
that  it  can  be  no  obflacle  to  the  coming  forth  of 
the  child  by  its  bending  forwards. 

% 

Observation  CVIL 

i 

In  the  year  1684,  a  merchant’s  •wife  twenty- 
eight  years  old,  foon  after  marriage  fell  into  afi 
the  complaints  of  breeding  women,  as  diflafte, 

lofs 
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lofs  of  appetite,  not  being  able  to  bear  even  the 
fmell  of  foop  or  meat ;  the  vomiting  kept  on  upon 
her  to  the  very  moment  of  delivery^  which  never- 
thelefs  proved  a  very  eafy  one,  tho’  it  was  her  firfl. 
I  had  hardly  time  to  make  up  the  little  bed,  and 
going  to  affure  myfelf  of  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
the  membranes  broke  and  the  child  and  placenta 
followed  with  the  waters.  It  was  a  very  ftout 
boy. 

The  year  after  fhe  was  with  child  again,  with¬ 
out  having  any  difiiaffe  or  vomiting,  but  on  the 
contrary,  her  complexion  Vv^as  frefli,  and  fhe  v/as 
every  way  welL  When  fhe  was  near  her  time  fhe 
went  to  fee  a  friend  of  hers  in  Labour^  whofe 
pains  were  but  flow,  and  was  taken  ill  herfelf. 
As  fhe  lived  but  juft  by,  fhe  defired  me  to  "go 
home  with  her,  which  I  granted,  the  lady  I  was 
with  not  being  in  any  hurry  ;  I  was  afraid  leaft 
fhe  fhould  be  brought  to  bed  in  the  ftreet,  having 
a  ftrong  pain,  which  lafted  till  fhe  got  to  her  houfe, 
I  had  but  Juft  time  to  throw  her  upon  the  bed, 
the  waters  being  already  come  away  and  the  child’s 
head  far  advanced.  I  finilhed  the  work  with  a 
great  deal  of  eafe,  and  both  mother  and  child  did 
very  well.  I  have  delivered  this  woman  eight 
times  fince  that  *,  but  her  Labours  have  kept  grow¬ 
ing  worfe  and  worfe,  fhe  was  twenty-four  hours  in 
the  laft,  and  yet  the  children  are  neither  ftronger 
por  weaker  for  it. 

Obse  rvation  CVIIL 

A  lady  of  Cherbourg  had  ten  children  by  the 
age  of  twenty-eight,  and  all  her  deliveries  were 
very  happy.  She  was  in  Labour  of  the  eleventh 
child,  and  tho^  it  was  well  fituated,  after  waiting 
with  hope  three  days,  it  was  refolved  I  fhould  be 
fent  for.  I  found  her  quite  exhaufted.  I  made 
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her  take  a  porringer  of  broth,  making  nfe  of 
authority,  as  fhe  had  refufed  to  take  any  for  fome 
time*,  the  pains  giving  her^fome  refpite,  I  made 
her  lie  down,  fhe  refted  a  little,  which  proved  of 
great  fervice  to  her.  I  made  her  afterwards  take 
a  little  wine  and  water  with  a  toaft  in  it,  without 
fatiguing  her.  I  fuffered  her  to  lie  till  the  pains 
came  on  pretty  ftrong,  then  I  made  her  get  up 
and  fit  in  the  lap  of  a  woman  that  was  fitting  in 
a  great  chair,  garnifhed  with  pillows,  and  placed  ' 
fome  other  women  on  the  fides.  The  child  began 
to  pufh  downwards,  and  this  fituation  appearing  j 
very  favourable  I  kept  her  in  it  till  the  child^s  head 
was  far  advanced,  when  I  made  her  lie  down  upon  i 
the  little  bed,  becaufe  the  weaknefs  fhe  was  re-  | 
duced  to,  would  not  permit  me  to  keep  her  any  j 
longer  in  fuch  an  uneafy  pofture,  the  pains  conti¬ 
nued  and  I  delivered  her  of  a  flout  boy  who  was  in  | 
good  health.  I  delivered  her  once  fince,  and  fte  j 
had  much  the  fame  time,  ' 

t 

Observation  CIX.  I 

A  woman  of  Montelourg  having  had  twelve  ! 
children  without  the  leaf!:  misfortune,  always  giv¬ 
ing  notice  to  the  midwife  herfelf,  often  delivering 
herfelf  and  bringing  away  the  placenta  without  any  ; 
help*,  and  if  the  midwife  was  fomewhat  long  in  , 
coming,  fhe  even  found  the  child  fwathed  up.  i 
This  woman  being  in  Labour  of  the  thirteenth  child, ' 
fuffered  the  moft  violent  pains  for  five  days  *,  at  laft 
fhe  grew  fo  weak  that  fhe  fainted  quite  away ;  af¬ 
ter  fhe  had  been  three  full  hours  in  this  condition, 
they  refolved  to  come  for  me.  I  found  her  in 
another  fainting  fit,  the  child  was  well  placed  and 
the  head  far  advanced.  The  long  while  it  had 
been  in  that  ftate,  together  with  fome  other  figns 

' "  ~  whic^, 
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which  (bowed  that  the  child  was  dead,  engaged 
me  to  “deliver  her,  which  I  was  going  to  fet 
about,  when  fhe  expired. 

Reflexion. 

Authors  in  general  pretend  that  in  the  firft  deli¬ 
very  the  vagina  is  tore,  which  makes  more  room  for 
the  fucceeding  ones  ;  but  fappofing  this  tearing,  the 
contrary  would  happen,  as  the  re-union  mud  caufe 
a  cicatrice,  which  would  render  the  parts  lefs  yield¬ 
ing  than  they  were  before. 

Tho’'  I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing  any  obfervation  about  the  pretended  hindrance 
caufed  by  the  os  coccygis^  yet  the  cafe  of  a  young 
girl  who  had  a  diforder  in  that  bone  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  ,  . 

Observation  CX. 

A  young  girl  fell  down  upon  the  (lairs  Aiding 
with  her  backAde  over  feveral  of  them.  She  im¬ 
mediately  felt  a  great  pain  about  the  os  coccygis^ 
without  complaining  for  fear  of  being  obliged  to 
Ihow  the  ailing  part.  The  violence  of  the  contu- 
fion  caufed  an  abfcefs,  which  forced  her  to  have 
recourfe  to  me.  1  opened  it  s  the  firft  and  fecond 
bone  of  the  coccyx  loofened  themfelves  and  came 
away  with  the  matter,  and  the  third  followed 
fome  days  after.  I  cured  her,  and  (he  has  never 
felt  any  inconvenience  fince. 

Reflexion. 

Is  it  pofiible  that  fome  authors  (hould  advanc^ 
that  the  os  ifchion  and  pubis  feparate  from  one  ano¬ 
ther  to  facilitate  delivery  (tho*  it  is  very  well  known 
that  two  ftrong  men  could  not  be  able  to  do  it) 

and 
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and  yet  that  fuch  a  flight  bone  as  the  coccyx  fhould  1 
hinder  delivery^  by  bending  forwards.  But  fuppofe  , 
the  operator  could  not  pufh  it  back  with  his  thumb, 
which  he  may  eafily  do,  yet  it  could  never  relift 
the  impetuous  rufhing  forth  of  the  child,  who  in 
a  quick  delivery  tears  every  thing  that  flops  it  in 
its  way,  which  the  furgeon  is  forced  to  guard 
againfl,  lead  the  two  openings  fhould  be  made  | 
into  one.  I 

Nay  I  fay  more :  If  the  child  was  not  able  to 
throft  back  the  os  coccygis^  it  would  neverthelefs 
force  its  way  out,  fuftering  rather  an  imprefTion 
from  it  upon  its  face  or  iome  other  part  of  the 
body.  :i 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

Of  the  true  caufes  of  a  lingering  and  dificiilt 

Labour, 

HE  chief  caufe  of  a  lingering  and  difficult 
^  Labour  is  the  projecting  forwards  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  vertebra  of  the  loins,  and  upper  part  of  the 
os  facYum^  'or  of  this  whole  bone,  as  aKb  if  the  os, 
pubis  inftead  of  rifing  up  before,  is  fiatened  down, 
by  this  means  there  will  be  but  a  fmall  fpace  left 
between  the  ps  pubis  and  os  facrura.  When  fome  : 
wrong  fituation  of  the  child  forces  us  to  feek  for  1 
the  feet,  it  is  then  we  are  made  fenfible  that  women  ' 
tho’  alike  externally  are  very  different  internally. 

It  is  this  fpace,  as  it  is  larger  or  fmalier  which 
makes  the  birth  of  the  child  more  or  lefs 
eafy  :  and  when  the  firft  deliveries  have  gone  on 
well,  the  fucceeding  ones  proving  otherwife,  tho* 
the  children  appear  of  a  like  bignefs  ;  it  muff  be 
that  the  heads  of  the  former  were  either  fmalier 
or  more  tender,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  conform  them- 

felves 
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felves  to  the  pafiage :  and  indeed  a  very  trifling.. 
diflerence  here  alters  the  cafe  very  much. 

As  no  body  befpre  me  ever  advanced  that  the 
ill  conformation  of  the  parts  was  an  obftacle  to 
livery^  I  expedl  that  this  will  not  go  down  with 
1  many  people.  But  what  refiftance  can  the  exte- 
I  rior  parts  which  are  all  membranous  make  to  the 
!  coming  forth  of  the  child  ?  if  they  do  not  dilate 
[  fall  enough,  it  will  tear  them  through,  rather 
!  than  be  Hopped  by  them  *,  and  when  once  the 
)  other  Hreight  is  paflfed,  a  few  pains  more  or  lefs 
\  finifh  the  work. 


*  Observation  CXI. 
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A  lady  four  leagues  diftant  from  Caen^  and 
twenty-two  from  this  town,  befpoke  me  to  deliver 
her.  I  went  to  her  the  twentieth  of  April  1699, 
fome  days  after  flie  found  herfelf  attacked  with  fome 
flight  pains,  and  fome  glairy  humours  tinctured 
with  blood  came  down.  As  fhe  aflced  me  the 
meaning  of  it,  I  told  her  that  it  was  the  forerun=- 
ner  of  delivery ;  flie  was  a  little  vexed  at  it,  hav¬ 
ing  pitched  upon  that  day,  which  was  funday,  for 
her  devotions,  I  bid  her  make  herfelf  eafy,  that 
fhe  need  not  baulk  her  intention,  provided  fhe 
was  carried  there  very  gently.  She  heard  mafs, 
and  came  home  again,  but  buffered  continually 
fome  flight  pains ;  I  advifed  her  to  encourage  them 
as  little  as  fhe  could,  judging  by  thefe  beginnings 
that  it  would  be  a  lingering  Labour,  The  mon- 
day  paffed  on  after  the  fame  manner,  on  the  tuef 
day  the  pains  came  on  more  and  ftronger.  The 
wednefday  they  encreafed  the  whole  day  without 
however  making  us  expedl  any  thing,  being  ftii! 
too  weak  and  flow.  She  was  exceeding  low,  not 
having  had  any  reft  ever  fince  the  friday :  but  the 
truft  fhe  put  in  me  made  her  uneafinels  lefs,  I  con- 

ftrained 
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ftrained  her  in  nothing,  till  in  the  evening  the  pains 
cncreafed,  and  the  child  who  all  this  while  had  ap¬ 
peared  very  ftrong  came  down  lower,  the  head 
pulhing  with  every  pain^  it  had  till  then  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  paflage  without  getting  forwards,* 
and  the  waters  had  come  away  the  very  firft  day 
without  my  perceiving  it ;  I  aflfured  her  fhe  would 
foon  be  brought  to  bed^  as  fhe  was^  an  hour  after 
the  encreafe  of  her  pains  of  a  ftout  boy,  who  was 
pretty  well  in  health.  I  brought  away  the  placenta 
with  Ibme  labour  and  time,  after  which  fhe  made 
up  that  very  night  the  long  time  Ihe  had  pafied  i 

without  reft.  ■ 

Reflexion.  i 

I 

The  length  of  this  Labour  began  to  make  me  | 

uneafy,  lead  the  patient  being  weakened  hf  | 

the  continual  pains,  want  of  fleep  and  nourifh-  f 

ment  which  flie  was  loath  to  take,  I  fhould  be  | 

forced  to  take  other  means.  All  the  hope  I  had 
was,  that  the  child,  tho’  engaged  in  the  paftage, 
being  ftrong  and  not  far  advanced,  would  add  its 
forces  to  thofe  of  the  mother,  as  it  really  did. 

Observation  CXII. 

A  Ihoe^maker’s  wife  of  this  town,  big  with  her  1 1 
firft  child,  feeling  fome  pains  in  the  belly  and  'I 
loins,  which  bore  downwards,  and  being  at  the  | 
end  of  the  ninth  month,  fent  for  me,  on  mon-  | 
day  night  the  fifteenth  of  May  1698.  I  found  j 
her  with  pretty  ftrong  pains,  but  not  frequent,  the  ! 
child  w'as  well  placed,  and  ^the  waters  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  form.  As  I  was  her  next  neighbour  * 
I  went  home  again,  not  feeing  any  thing,  that  yet-  ! 
required  my  prefence.  In  the  morning  I  found' 
her  as  I  had  left  her,^  and-  continued  feeing  her 

now 
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now  and  then  in  the  day,  till  the  friday  evening, 
when  the  pains  increafed  confiderably,  the  Childs's 
head .  advanced  very  much,  and  the  membranes 
pufhed  down  fo  as  to  appear  outwardly  ;  which 
engaged  me  to  break  them  to  let  the  waters  out, 
and  by  that  means  forward  the  delivery^  which  I 
had  never  done  before  ;  but  it  proved  ufelefs :  the 
pains  remained  the  fame,  and  ihe  was  not  brought 
to  bed  till  the  funday  night,  of  a  flout  boy,  whofe 
head  by  being  fqueezed  in  the  paflage,  was  length- 
ened  out,  and  the  integuments  were  fo  fwelled, 
that  it  looked  as  if  he  had  two  heads.  The  mo¬ 
ther  did  very  well,  and  I  have  delivered  her 
twelve  times  fince,  but  her  Labours  were  always 
lingering. 


Reflexion. 

This  woman  was  ill  the  whole  time,  and  did 
not  deep  one  fingle  hour,  but  luckily  for  her,  her 
courage  did  not  fink,  and  Ihe  continually  kept  tak¬ 
ing  things  to  recruit  her  flrength.  All  the  town 
having  heard  of  the  length  of  this  delivery^  was 
aflonifhed  to  fee  this  child  carried  to  church,  and 
ftill  more  to  fee  the  woman  ten  days  after,  walking 
in  the  flreets  in  perfect  health.  I  fuffered  her  to 
go  on  her  ovm  way  the  whole  time,  without  re- 
llraining  her  in  any  one  thing. 

The  child  being  fo  long  in  forcing  its  way,  not- 
withftanding  the  length  and  flrength  of  the  pains, 
as  alfb  the  confiderable  fwelling  of  the  head,  at 
the  place  w^here  it  prefented,  occafioned  by  the 
contufion  of  the  Jcalp^  are  evident  proofs  that  the 
delivery  was  hindered  by  the  too  great  nearnefs  of 
the  os  pubis  and  facrum. 

If  1  had  at  every  return  of  the  pains  kept  touch¬ 
ing  this  woman  with  a  defign  of  dilating  the  parts, 
1  fhould  have  endangered  bringing  on  a  mcrtifica- 

tioo. 
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tion  on  them  by  the  bruifing  fuch  frequent  touch¬ 
ing  mull  have  occafioned. 

The  fituation  of  the  child^  and  pains  of  the 
mother,  were  what  engaged  me  to  break  the  mem¬ 
branes^  imagining  that  it  was  their  hardnels  which 
hindered  delivery^  but  I  repented  it  feveral  times 
afterwards :  and  I  have  taken  -the  refoludon  never 
to  do  it,  when  the  child  is  well  placed,  unleis  the 
head  be  far  enough  advanced  to  be  helped  in  com¬ 
ing  out,  as  it  happens  fometimes.  This  is  what  is 
called  being  born  with  a  caul,  and  is  looked  upon 
as  an  omen  of  the  future  happinefs  of  the  child. 

Observation  CXIII. 

I  was  fent  for  in  the  month  of  October  1701,  to 
a  lady  hear  Vire^  twenty  leagues  from  this  town. 
Her  Labour  beginning  as  kindly  as  one  could  wifh, 
made  me  expedl  a  good  ilfue.  The  pains  would- 
not  give  us  time  to  drefs  her  head,  nor  to  make 
up  the  little  bed.  I  imagined  I  fhould  have  no¬ 
thing  more  to  do  than  receive  the  child,  finding 
its  head  pretty  near  j  a  vomiting  came  on,  which 
Ifill  confirmed  me  in  my  belief,  the  waters  came 
away  and  the  head  advanced  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
as  to  make  me  think  the  head  was  juft  a  coming 
out.  This  however  did  not  happen  of  fix  and 
thirty  hours,  and  that  after  the  moft  violent  Labour 
I  ever  faw,  both  as  to  the  greatnefs  and  frequency 
of  the  pains,  attended  with  vomitings,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  fhiverings,  and  all  the  other  figns  of  a 
fpeedy  delivery.  Nothing  but  the  great  courage 
^nd  ftrength  of  mind  of  this  lady  could  have  faved 
her,  having  kept  in  all  this  while,  neither  wine, 
broth  nor  any  thing  elfe  that  could  recruit  her 
ftrength  ;  fo  that  •  the  vomiting,  which  might  at 
firft  be  looked  on  as  a  happy  omen,  was  very  near 
eaufing  her  ruin,  by  exhaufting  her  fpirits ;  all 

thefe 
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thefe  things  together  with  her  want  of  fleep  began 
to  make  me  defpair,  the  child  too  who  at  firft  was 
very  ftrong,  being  grown  fo  weak  that  it  was^not 
felt  for  three  hours  before  it  came  into  the  world, 
wherefore  I  chriftened  it  an  hour  before  ;  it  was 
a  very  fine  boy,  and  very  healthy,  tho’  the  head 
was  lengthened  out  and  fwelled  by  the  narrownefsof 
the  paflage  between  the  bones.  Her  fecond  delivery 
was  not  lefs  difficult,  the  reft  have  been  very  eafy, 
by  reafon  the  children  were  not  fo  large. 

¥ 

Reflexion^ 

To  know  whether  a  child  is  alive  we  are  bid  to 
feel  for  the  beating  of  the  arteries  at  the  fontanel^ 
but  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  impoflible,  there  being  fwel- 
lings  upon  it  fometimes  two  or  three  inches  thick. 
There  is  another  way  advifed,  to  feel  whether  the 
arteries  of  the  chord  have  any  pulfe,  when  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  impoflible  to  introduce  the  fmalleft 
probe,  much  lefs  the  hand  to  come  at  it,  where¬ 
fore  we  had  better  confefs  that  in  thefe  cafes  we 
have  no  certain  fign  whereby  to  judge  of  the  life  of 
the  child,  and  in  chriftening  it  I  ufe  thefe  words. 
If  thou  art  alive,  I  baptize  thee,  &e. 

It  is  a  hard  matter  for  a  furgeon  in  thefe  occafi- 
ons  to  keep  a  fteady  countenance,  which  however 
ought  to  be  done,  leaft  the  woman’s  mind  ffiould 
be  difturbed,  and  ffie  lofe  her  life  by  it. 


M 
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C  H  R  VI. 

^The  child  coming  with  the  face  upwards  is 
one  of  the  caufes  of  a  long  and  difficult 
Delivery. 

7  HEN  a  woman  is  in  labour^  the  v/aters 
'I/Y  come  away,  and  the  child’s  head  fome- 
what  advanced,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  whether 
the  face  is  upwards  or  downwards ;  becaufe  in 
either  cafe,  that  part  which  prefents  has  much  the 
fame  figure,  thus  the  furgeon  is  often  miftaken 
and  knows  not  his  error  till  it  is  too  late  to  remedy 
it if  the  pains  are  ffrong  and  frequent,  the  wo¬ 
man  is  neverthelefs  well  brought  to  bed,  but  the 
labour  is  the  longer  for  it.  You  can  only  know 
where  the  face  is,  when  in  the  beginning  of  labour^ 
the  head  is  not  far  advanced,  and  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  breaking  of  the  membranes  and  coming 
away  of  the  waters,  you  have  the  liberty  of  intro¬ 
ducing  the  hand  into  the  uterus^  while  there  is  no 
pains  on,  for  when  once  the  child  is  advanced, 
the  hand  cannot  be  introduced. 

Observation  CXI V. 

A  lady  whom  I  had  delivered  feveral  times, 
and  who  always  had  a  happy  time,  fent  for  me 
the  thirteenth  of  December  1689.  I  found  her  with 
flow  pains,  which  encreafed  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after,  and  began  tv^o  full  hours  before  the  waters 
came  away.  I  found  the  head  of  the  child  at  a 
very  little  diftance,  but  coming  forwards  very 
flowly  and  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ;  fo  that 
the  child  who  in  her  former  Deliveries  ufed  to  fol¬ 
low  the  waters,  did  not  come  of  two  hours  after 
them,  and  ihe  fuffered  the  ttrongeft  and  moil  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  pains,  that  the  nioft  hearty  woman  could 
endure.  I  was  furprized  when  I  faw  that  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  child’s  prefenting  with  the  face 
upwards,  without  my  having  perceived  it,  tho*  I  ' 
had  attended  to  iC  very  carefully. 

Eighteen  months  after  I  delivered  her  with  the 
greateft  eafe,  of  a  child  whofe  face  laid  right. 
And  the  twelfth  of  September  1703,  fhe  had  ano¬ 
ther  difEcult  labour^  the  child  coming  with  the  face 
upwards,  without  my  perceiving  it  till  it  was  paft 
my  power  to  help  her. 

Reflexion. 

After  all,  I  have  not  found  that  more  children 
perifh  in  this  fituation,  than  when  they  come  with 
the  face  downwards,  but  the  labour  is  rendered 
I  more  difficult,  the  children  not  being  able  to 
■  ftruggle  fo  well,  as  when  they  are  in  their  natural 
pofture,  as  a  man  gets  more  ground  a  fwimming 
I  upon  his  belly  than  his  back. 

All  authors  advife  to  feek  for  the  feet  when  the 
child  prefents  with  the  face  upwards,  but  there  is 
nothing  harder  than  to  difcover  it,  as  I  fpeak 
L  knowingly,  having  feveral  times  been  deceived  in 
i,  it,  for  near  thefe  thirty  years  that  I  have  pradifed. 

L  For  to  difcern  this  before  the  waters  are  come 
I  away,  you  mufl  introduce  your  hand  into  the 
'i  'uterus^  and  feel  through  the  membranes  and  wa- 
}  ters ;  nay  it  Vv^ould  be  requifite  to  break  the  mem- 
i  branes  which  nobody  would  advife.  Befides  when 
a  once  the  Vv^aters  are  come  away  and  the  head  ad- 
i  vanced  in  the  paffage,  we  cannot  inform  ourfelves ; 

Iand  when  it  is  advanced  fo  far  as  to  be  difcovered, 
then  it  is  no  longer  in  our  power  to  return  the  child. 
But  tho’  I  fliould  know  it  from  the  firfl,  if  the 
pains  were  flrong  and  the  waters  well  prepared,  I 
d  would  not  ad  vile  to  return  the  child,  as  I  have 
■  M  2  never 
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never  loft  but  one  of  all  thofe  that  I  have  had  come 
in  this  fituation:  whereas  I  have  loft  many  that 
came  with  the  face  downwards. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  face  prefenting, 

PIEN  a  woman  has  ftrong  labour  pains,  the 
waters  are  prepared,  and  the  membranes 
very  foon,  the  child  at  the  fame  time  rufh- 
ing  with  impetuofity,  the  head,  tho’  before  found 
to  prefent  right,  will  hit  with  the  forehead  againft 
the  os  pubis ^  and  fix  itfelf  there,  caufing  the  child 
to  prefent  the  face ;  in  thefe  cafes  the  women  have 
violent  pains  without  any  rcfpite,  but  I  have  never 
feen  any  but  what  have  done  well. 

Observation  CX V. 

A  lady  from  near  Caen  came  into  thefe  parts 
about  fome  bufinefs.  Finding  labour  coming  on, 

(he  fent  for  me  the  twenty-third  of  March  1697. 

I  found  her  with  frequent  prefting  pains;  the 
child  prefented  the  head,  but  ftill  very  high,  the 
waters  were  prepared  and  ready  to  come  away ; 
which  really  happened  at  the  very  next  pain,  as  I  ■ 
was  making  up  the  little  bed  ;  as  the  pain  ftill  |. 
kept  on,  I  made  her  lie  down  immediately,  ex- 
pedling  to  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  receive  the 
child.  I  was  furprized,  when  inftead  of  the  head, 
which  I  had  touched  but  a  moment  before,  and 
had  plainly  difcovered  by  its  equal  roundnefs,  hard- 
nefs  and  folidity,  I  found  the  face  filling  up  the 
whole  pafiage  and  very  near.  I  tried  to  lower  it 
by  pulhing  down  the  chin,  but  could  not  efFe6l  it; 
but  by  the  help  of  ftrong  pains  which  came  on 
fafter  and  fafter,  together  with  what  affiftance  I 

could 


break 
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could  give  her,  flie  was  brought  to  bed  about  an 
hour  and  half  after  I  came.  I  brought  away  the 
'  placenta^  and  left  her  to  reft  without  putting  on 
any  of  the  ufual  dreflings  *,  fhe  was  fo  exhaufted 
with  the  violence  of  the  labour^  tho*  it  had  not  lafted 
long,  that  Ihe  was  not  able  to  fpeak.  She  foon 
got  up  again  by  the  means  of  great  care  and  good 
nourilhment. 

The  child  was  frightful,  the  face  being  fwelled 
and  of  a  leaden  colour;  but  it  recovered  its  com¬ 
plexion  in  twelve  hours.  • 

Reflexion. 

'  It  was  a  lucky  thing  for  this  woman  that  (he 
was  brought  to  bed  fo  foon,  confidering  the  ill  fitu- 
ation  of  the  child,  which  is  one  of  the  word  that 
can  happen,  efpecially  when  it  is  too  far  advanced. 
The  pains  were  of  fuch  a  nature  that  I  was  forced 
to  forbid  her  encouraging  them  leaft  flie  fhould 
break  fome  veflel  within  her;  thefe  pains  too  would 
have  hindered  me  to  feek  for  the  feet,  in  cafe  I 
had  been  able  to  introduce  my  hand. 

Observation  CXVI. 

A  draper’s  wife  big  with  her  firft  child  fent  for 
;  me  the  thirteenth  of  June  1699.  ^  found  her  with 

■  very  ftrong  pains,  the  waters  come  away  and  the 
child  prefenting  the  face.  As  it  was  not  far  ad¬ 
vanced  I  tried  to  return  it,  but  the  pafiage  was  fo 
^  filled,  and  the  uterus  bore  fo  much  upon  it,  that 
I  fhould  fooner  have  tore  every  thing,  than  ac- 
complifhed  it.  Next  I  tried  to  bring  the  head 
into  its  natural  fituation,  by  puftiing  down  the  chin 
•  with  one  hand,  and  deprefting  the  upper  part  of 
the  head  with  the  other,  but  all  in  vain  ;  fo  that 
;  I  was  forced  to  commit  the  whole  to  nature.  The 

M  3  labour 
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^akur  lafted  half  a  day  and  widi  fuch  a  violence^ 
that  both  mother  and  child  muft  have  perifhed 
had  they  had  lefs  courage  and  ftrength.  It  was  a 
flout  boy,  who  was  as  hideous  as  the  former,  and 
altered  in  the  fame  manner.  The  mother  v/as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fatigued  but  did  very  well,  I  have  deli¬ 
vered  her  feveral  times  fince,  and  always  of  large 
children  that  prefented  wrong. 

Reflexion. 

/  When  the  head  or  buttocks  prefent,  thefe  parts, 
tho®  large  and  apparently  foiid,  after  a  long  iahour 
lengthen  out  themfelves  to  fit  themfelves  to  the  pafi 
fage  ”,  but  here  the  longer  the  Mour  is,  the  more  the 
head  fwells  out^  fo  that  I  really  cannot  comprehend 
how  a  woman  is  brought  to  bed  at  all,  when  the 
child  prefents  in  this  manner :  when  it  is  not  far 
advanced,  and  the  woman  has  but  moderate  or  no 
pains,  then  I  feek  for  the  feet  and  bring  them 
out, 

CHAP.  VIIL 

Of  the  throafs  prefent ing, 

TFIIS  is  one  of  the  worfl:  and  oddeft  fituation 

that  can  happen,  but  it  very  rarely  does,  for  ^ 
the  child  muft  have  the  head  leaning  back  on  the  f 
fpine^  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Jlernum  on  one  fide, 
and  the  chin  on  the  other,  or  one  above  and  the 
other  below,  by  which  marks  it  may  be  known.  ■ 

Obse  rvation  CXVIL 

The  fifth  of  November  1707,  I  v/as  defined  to 
deliver  the  wife  of  a  worker  of  cloth,  who  had 
been  in  labour  for  three  days,  and  was  given  over 

by 
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by  the  midwife.  I  found  her,  tho’  naturally  ftrong 
and  hearty,  almofl  quite  worn  out  with  the  length 
and  violence  of  the  labour.  I  begun  by  examining 
the  fituation  of  the  child,  which  appeared  to  me 
very  extraordinary ;  I  (laid  till  the  pain  was  off  to 
inform  myfelf  better,  which  however  I  could  npt 
do  before  feveral  trials.  Indeed  in  carrying  my 
hand  along  the  flit,  I  found  the  fuperior  part  of 
the  fternum  below,  the  clavicles  leaving  me  no  room 
to  doubt  it,  and  the  chin,  mouth  and  face  towards 
the  os  pubisy  confequently  the  throat  muft  occupy 
the  paflage  ;  but  the  novelty  of  this  fituation  was 
what  puzzled  me.  I  took  the  opportunity  between 
the  pains,  tho’  they  followed  clofely  and  were  very 
ftrong,  to  pufli  up  the  Jlerftum  with  one  hand, 
while  1  drew  the  head  towards  the  paflfage  with  the 
other  ;  all  I  was  able  to  do  was  to  make  it  prefent 
the  face,  in  which  fituation  it  came  into  the  world, 
tho’  dead  for  want  of  timely  aflifcance.  The  mo¬ 
ther  being  of  a  good  conftitution  got  up  again  in 
a  little  time. 

Observation  CXVIIL 

'The  twenty-feventh  of  September  1709,  two  of 
my  brethren  defired  me  to  meet  them  at  the  houfe 
of  a  tanner,  whofe  wife  was  in  labour  of  her  firfl 
child,  whofe  fituation  was  very  extraordinary.  I 
was  not  able  to  declare  my  opinion  after  the  firfl 
trial,  the  lips  being  fo  fwelled  as  to  make  it  hard 
to  judge  whether  they  were  lips  or  no,  and  the 
more  I  tried  the  further  I  was  off ;  for  as  foon  as  I 
touched  her,  the  irritation  caufed  by  my  hand 
brought  on  pains  which  gave  her  no  refpite ;  which 
forced  me  to  wait  till  flie  v/as  a  little  more  quiet ; 
when  I  eafily  perceived  the  chin,  then  mouth  be¬ 
tween  two  large  lips,  then  the  reft  of  the  face  to 
lie  downwards,  and  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Jiernum 
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towards  the  os  piibis^  which  I  knew  by  the  clavicles^ 
and  that  confequently  the  throat  prefented :  this 
I  declared  to  my  brethren,  and  they  came  into  it, 
after  which  I  would  have  yielded  them  the  place 
to  finifh  the  delivery ;  but  as  I  was  their  elder,  they 
w’ould  not  accept  of  it.  Wherefore  I  endeavour¬ 
ed,  by  introducing  one  hand  towards  the  os  ptihis 
to  pufli  back  the  fiernum  gently  betwixt  the  pains, 
holding  it  fad  while  they  were  on,  that  I  might 
not  lofe  the  ground  which  I  had  got ;  I  drove  alfo 
to  bring  the  head  to  the  paflage,  by  holding  the 
fternum  fad  with  one  hand,  and  introducing  the 
other  as  far  as  I  could  along  the  lower  part  of  the 
opening  of  the  vagina  ;  but  all  I  could  do,  v/as  to 
bring  the  face  to  it,  in  which  fituation  the  child 
came  into  the  world.  It  was  a  boy,  who  hardly 
refembled  a  human  creature,  his  face  being  pro^ 
digioufly  fwelled  and  of  a  frightful  colour,  and  his 
lips  of  an  immoderate  fize.  But  by  the  means  of 
a  cloth  dipped  in  warm  wine  and  applied  to  the 
contufed  parts,  he  recovered  his  natural  date  in  lefs 
than  twenty-four  hours.  The  mother  got  up  again 
in  ten  days. 

Reflexion. 

The  reafon  of  this  fituation  I  attribute  as  before 
to  the  violence  of  the  pains  which  forcing  the  head 
down  before  the  parts  are  fufficiently  dilated,  it  is 
forced  to  bend  down  as  the  fternum  advances  lower, 
which  will  then  caufe  an  extraordinary  dilatation, 
and  the  throat  will  be  diredlly  at  the  paffage. 

I  was  not  able  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  to  pulh 
back  the  dioulders  fufficiently  to  make  the  head 
prefent  right,  nor  feek  for  the  feet,  becaufe  after 
the  coming  away  of  the  waters  the  uterus  em¬ 
braced  the  child  fo  clofely  as  not  to  admit  of 
either. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  circumvolutions  of  the  navel-ftring  round 
any  part  of  the  child's  body, 

WHEN  a  woman  has  ftrong  and  continual 
pains,  that  the  waters  are  come  away,  and 
the  child  prefents  right,  advancing  with  the  pains, 
and  retiring  as  they  ceafe  ;  when  this  lafts  a  long 
while,  the  child  getting  little  or  no  ground,  and 
keeping  it  with  difficulty  *,  we  may  conje(fl:ure  that 
the  chord  is  the  hindrance,  which  cannot  be  reme¬ 
died  till  the  child  is  fo  far  advanced  that  the  fur- 
geon  be  able  to  introduce  the  ends  of  his  fingers 
into  the  vagina  during  the  pains,  his  hands  being 
at  the  fame  time  flattened  on  both  fides  of  the 
head,  pufhing  them  forwards  as  far  as  he  can,  to 
keep  by  that  means,  the  progrefs  which  the  head 
made  during  the  laft  painj  he  ought  alfo  to  turn  his 
fingers  round  the  head,  and  efpecially  towards  the  ^ 
lower  parr,  till  by  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  methods 
he  finds  the  opportunity  of  bringing  it  forth. 

Observation  CXIX. 

I  was  fent  for  in  Odicher  1708,  to  an  officer’s 
wife  twenty-five  leagues  off,  whofe  labour  began  as 
well  as  I  could  wiffi.  The  child  prefented  right, 
the  membranes  were  ready  to  break,  the  pains 
were  ftrong  and  frequent,  when  the  waters  came 
away  the  pains  encreafed,  and  forced  out  the  child 
as  far  as  the  crown  of  the  head,  which  retired  back 
again  as  the  pains  ceafed.  At  firft  I  did  not  mind 
it,  but  feeing  no  alteration  for  two  or  three  hours, 
in  fpite  of  her  endeavours  and  my  help,  I  doubted 
no  longer  of  the  umbilical  chords  being  twifted 
round  fome  part  or  other  of  the  child  j  wherefore 

I  ap- 
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I  applied  my  hands  to  the  Tides  of  the  head,  and 
pullied  on  my  fingers  at  every  pain,  v/ith  a  defign 
to  make  it  get  Tome  ground,  or  at  leafi:  to  hinder 
in  Tome  meafurd  its  drawing  back,  I  encouraged 
her  all  the  while  to  ufe  both  her  ftrength  and  rea- 
fon.  After  working  four  hours  in  this  manner, 
the  head  came  out,  and  as  I  was  about  difengag- 
ing  the  neck,  the  child  flipped  out  like  an  eel, 
the  back,  buttocks  and  legs  toppling  over  the 
head,  which remained  faftened  quite  clofe  to  the 
paiTage,  by  the  Jlring,  This  Vv^as  not  a  foot  long  from 
its  root  to  the  neck  of  the  child,  upon  the  account 
.  of  three  turns  it  made  round  it,  and  of  which  I 
freed  it  inffantly.  I  was  fome  time  in  bringing 
away  the  after-birth,  not  being  willing  to  have  the 
mother  flrain  in  the  leafi,  having  undergone  To 
much  already  in  her  labour^  that  her  face  was  very 
much  fwelled,  and  her  throat  even  with  her  chin. 
This  fwelling  was  abated  but  in  part  four  days 
after,  when  I  left  her,  but  went  off  entirely  before 
file  got  up. 


Reflexion. 

The  head  advanced  during  the  pain,  becaufe  at 
that  time  the  uterus  was  prefied  down  by  the  muf- 
cles  and  contents  of  the  abdomen^  and  along  with 
iixht  placenta^  from  whence  fprings  the  chords  which 
is  thereby  relaxed,  and  gives  leave  to  the  head  to 
advance  *,  but  when  the  pain  is  off,  the  uterus  re¬ 
covers  its  natural  fituation,  and  the  chord  is  drawn 
up  again,  and  the  head  forced  to  follow.  When 
the  head  is  too  large,  it  does  not  advance  in  the 
vagina^  w^hatever  pains  the  mother  fuffers  *,  when 
the  fault  is  from  the  fhoulders,  the  head  is  pufhed 
dov/n  as  far  as  it  can  into  the  vagina^  and  remains 
there  without  coming  forwards  or  going  back. 
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and  always  leaves  room  enough  to  pals  the  finger, 
and  often  the  hand  round  it,  becaufe  the  crown 
does  not  come  out,  However  it  is  not  impoffible 
but  what  the  child  may  advance  and  retire  again, 
without  the  chord  having  any  fhare  in  it,  nay  it  is 
frequent,  efpecially  where  the  fiioulders  or  head 
are  fomevvhat  too  large  ;  but  this  happens  when 
the  pains  are  not  ftrong  or  frequent  enough,  and 
feldom  otherwife. 

Observation  CXX. 

A  fadler’s  wife  of  this  town  being  ill,  defired 
me  to  come  to  her  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft  1694, 
I  found  her  with  fuch  flight  and  remote  pains, 
that  I  went  away  without  touching  her ;  I  went 
again  the  next  day,  and  finding  no  alteration,  I 
ordered  her  a  gentle  glyfter,  and  heard  nothing 
more  of  ten  days,  then  her  illnels  returning,  but 
more  brifkly,  Ihe  again  fent  for  me.  I  found  her 
v/ith  true  labour  pains,  the  child  well  placed  and 
ftrong,  the  waters  formed  and  ready  to  come 
away,  which  happened  loon  after,  and  the  pains 
encreafed  to  an  inexprelTible  degree,  the  head 
which  was  pufhed  out  as  far  as  the  crown  by  the 
pain,  and  which  drew  back  again  as  they  dimi- 
nifhed,  for  they  never  went  quite  olf,  fixed  itfelf 
at  lafi:  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  part  appeared  out¬ 
wardly,  and  feemed  ready  to  come  out  every  mo¬ 
ment  :  this  did  not  however  happen  till  three  in 
the  morning,  the  waters  having  come  away  at 
eleven  at  night,  her  pains  for  thefe  five  laft  hours 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  but  one  pain.  She  had 
a  little  girl,  quite  alive,  the  chord  made  one  turn 
round  her  neck,  then  pafled  underneath  the  arm- 
pit  after  the  manner  of  a  fcarf,  then  round  the 
neck  again.  There  v/as  hardly  a  foot  of  the  chord 

left. 
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Jefr,  from  the  place  where  the  circumvolutions 
ended  to  the  placenta^  I  was  forced  to  Joofen  away 
the  after-birth » 

Reflexion. 

It  was  a  (hocking  fight  to  fee  this  woman  who 
was  young  and  handfome,  entirely  disfigured  by 
the  excefs  of  the  pains.  Her  eyes  looked  as  if  they 
were  going  to  fall  out  of  her  head,  fhe  foamed  at 
the  mouth,  her  face  was  blue,  and  her  throat  even 
with  her  chin,  notwithftanding  which  fhe  got  up 
again  in  eight  days. 

Thefe  two  placenta^s  miift  have  adhered  very 
ffrongly  and  the  chords  mufl:  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  ftrength,  to  have  withftood  fo  long  without 
loofening  the  placenta^ s^  or  the  chords  breaking. 

Observation  CXXI. 

h.  young  woman  of  this  town,  big  with  her 
firil  child,  who  had  been  very  healthy  during  her 
pregnancy^  found  herfelf  attacked  with  flight  pains, 
that  foon  became  very  lharp  and  prelfing.  I  was 
called  to  her  in  a  hurry  the  thirteenth  of  November 
1697.  I  found  the  waters  come  away,  and  the 
child  well  fituated.  As  the  pains  were  brifk  and 
frequent  I  thought  the  work  would  foon  be  over ; 
but  tho’  the  child  kept  moving  continually,  was 
well  fituated  and  far  advanced,  it  remained  fix 
hours  at  the  crowning.  I  was  well  aflfured  that 
nothing  but  the  chord  could  keep  it  there  fo 
long,  when  the  pains  were  fo  exceffive ;  but  I  faw 
no  way  to  help  her,  there  being  no  room  to  pafs 
the  finger  nor  even  the  nail,  between  the  head  and 
bottom  of  the  vagina^  except  towards  the  lower 
parr,  where  I  flipped  my  finger  dipped  in  oil 
as  far  as  the  chin,  which  I  brought  forwards  little  by 

little. 
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little,  and  then  the  head  alfo :  and  kept  pufliing 
6n  my  finger  farther  notwithftanding  the  fharpnefs 
of  the  pains.  I  reached  at  laid  the  neck,  which  I 
found  entangled  with  the  chord  ;  I  introduced  my 
finger  between  them,  and  Aid  the  fcifiars  upon  it, 
with  the  button  end  towards  the  neck,  and  cut 
the  chord  through,  the  child  came  out  immediately. 

I  gave  it  to  hold  to  a  woman,  bidding  her  to 
prels  the  end  of  the  chords  till  I  had  brought  away 
the  placenta^  which  I  was  forced  to  loofen,  there 
not  being  enough  of  the  firing  left  to  pull  it  away 
in  the  ufual  manner. 

Reflexion. 

I  thought  the  child  dead  at  the  latter  end  of 
labour^  but  it  came  into  the  world  living  •,  it  kept 
groaning  for  two  hours,  and  then  did  very  well, 
except  that  it  remained  dumb  *,  whether  there  was 
any  thing  difplaced  in  the  organs  of  fpeech ;  or 
the  recurrent  nerve  obftruded,  and  its  ufe,  which 
is  to  convey  fpirits  to  the  tongue  and  larynx  to 
form  the  voice,  loft  thereby,  I  know  not  *,  for 
now  that  he  is  grown  a  good  big  boy,  he  is  not 
deaf,  and  wants  not  for  fenfe. 

The  chord  made  three  turns,  I  cut  only  the  laft, 
which  was  that  next  to  the  placenta. 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  child* s  having  the  Jhoulders  too  large, 

WHEN  the  fhoulders  of  the  child  are  too 
large,  they  are  ftopped  by  the  os  pubis  and 
facrum^  and  cannot  come  down  into  the  vagina.^ 
tho*  the  woman  fuffers  very  violent  pains,  the  waters 
be  come  away,  and  the  head  fo  far  advanced  in  the 

paftage. 
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palTage,  as  to  appear  outwardly,  without  being  any 
ways  confined,  leaving  room  for  the  hand  to  pafs 
round  it,  without  reaping  any  benefit  from  it.  The 
ftrength  and  frequency  of  the  pains  are  only  able 
after  a  long  while  to  make  thefe  fhoulders  advance, 
which  will  pufh  out  the  head  before  them,  then 
the  furgeon  is  to  help  with  his  hands  on  both  fides, 
without  however  making  ufe  of  too  great  force  for 
fear  of  feparating  the  head  from  the  body,  and  to 
Aide  as  foon  as  he  can  his  fingers  under  the  axilla’s, 
and  bring  out  each  arm  one  after  another,  and 
finifh  by  this  means  this  delwery^  which  is  one  of 
the  moft  difficult. 

Observation  CXXII. 

The  twentieth  of  November  1689,  I  was  fent  for 
to  lay  a  merchant’s  wife.  The  pains  which  were 
ftrong  and  frequent,  made  me  expedl  a  quick  deli-^ 
'\ery^  confirmed  indt  by  the  fituation  of  the  child. 
The  membranes  foon  broke  and  the  head  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  crowning,  but  (he  had  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  pains  after,  till  at  lafl,  by  drawing  on  my 
part,  and  fhe  pufhing  downwards,  I  difengaged 
the  head,  and  made  myfelf  room  to  introduce  my 
fingers  under  the  axilla’s,  by  which  means  I  drew 
out  the  arms,  one  after  another ;  after  this  I  had 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  draw  without  any 
fear. 

The  child  who  was  a  boy,  was  alive  notwith- 
fianding  all  thefe  ftruggles,  and  the  placenta  fol¬ 
lowed  eafily.  I  fuffered  the  woman  to  take  breath 
as  long  as  ffie  would,  before  I  dreft  her  and  put 
her  to  bed. 
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Reflexion. 

1  ' 

That  the  fhoulders  were  our  hindrance  appeared 
from  the  head  being  far  advanced,  from  its  being 
loole  and  free  in  the  vagina^  and  by  its  not  going 
back  when  the  pains  ceafed,  but  maintaining  the 
ground  it  got,  however  flowly  it  got  it. 

CHAP.  XI. 

i  Of  the  head  being  too  big, 

These  are  the  figns  whereby  the  head  of 
the  child  is  known  to  be  too  big :  the  wo¬ 
man  labours  under  the  fharpeft  pains,  the  waters 
are  come  away,  and  the  child  is  well  placed,  the 
head  which  is  very  far  off,  advances  but  very  flow¬ 
ly,  and  with  great  difficulty ;  when  the  head  has 
begun  to  pafs  between  the  os  pubis  and  facrum^  and 
is  juft  engaged  in  the  vagina^  it  remains  there  a 
long  while  without  mounting  up  during  the  inter- 
I  val  of  the  pains,  and  the  child  does  not  come  into 
i  the  world  *,  but  after  having  remained  a  long  while 
in  the  paffage,  and  that  part  of  the  head  which 
offers  is  fo  contufed  and  fv/elled,  that  it  looks  as 
if  it  had  a  falfe  head  on  ;  but  this  fwelling  foon 
goes  off,  by  the  means  of  a  cloth  dipped  in 
warm  wine. 

1 

Observation  CXXIII. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  April  1711,  I  was  fent 
for  to  lay  a  lady  four  leagues  off ;  I  found  her  with 
flow  pains,  wherefore  I  only  advifed  her  to  go  to 
bed,  and  take  all  the  reft  flie  could,  to  preferve 
her  ftrength  againft  fhe  fhould  want  it.  The  night 
[  paffed  on  in  the  fame  manner,  till  fix  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  when  labour  mauifefted  itfelf  by  pretty  ftrong 
pains.  I  found  upon  examination^  the  head  of  the 
child  pretty  high  ftill,  and  the  waters  beginning 
to  prepare,  which  came  away  but  the  next  day, 
tho*  the  pains  had  not  left  her,  the  head  which  wa3 
far  advanced,  feemed  ready  to  come  forth  at  every 
pain ;  which  however  did  not  happen  of  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters^ 
and  after  being  three  whole  days  in  violent  labours 
the  child  however  who  was  a  boy  was  in  good 
health,  tho’  his  head  was  confiderably  lengthened 
out  by  the  ilay  it  had  made  in  the  pafTage,  through 
its  extraordinary  bignefs. 

Reflex:ion^ 

The  head  being  too  big,  or  the  paffage  between 
the  bones  too  narrow,  caufe  the  fame  difficulty  in 
the  delivery ;  and  this  paffage  between  the  bones  is 
the  only  obftacle  that  can  happen  when  the  child 
prefents  right. 

CHAP.  XIL 

Which  is  the  beft  Jituation  for  a  woman  in 

labour. 

WOMEN  in  labour  ought  not  to  be  re-  i 
ftrained  to  any  one  fituation,  they  may  fit,  ' 
walk  or  lie,  juft  as  they  fancy  themfelves,  neither 
ought  they  to  ftrain  along  with  the  pains,  till  they 
become  more  fliarp  and  preffing,  rhe  waters  be 
come  away,  and  the  head  advancing  in  the  paf¬ 
fage,  when  we  muft  feek  for  the  moft  eafy  fitua¬ 
tion,  both  for  the  mother  and  child,  which  b 
that  which  contributes  moft  to  the  forwarding  the 
delivery  \  but  this  is  different  in  different  occafions,. 

it 
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it  being  requifite  for  feme  to  be  fitting  or  flandingj, 
others  kneeling  or  lying. 

Observation  CXXIV. 

The  third  of  January  1684,  a -glover’s  wife  de- 
fired  me  to  come  and  fee  her.  I  found  her 
very  much  fatigued,  having  for  a  long  while  la- 
‘boured  under  very  ftrong  and  frequent  pains.  I 
found  the  child  well  placed,  but  ftill  very  high, 
and  the  waters  beginning  to  gather.  I  advifed  her 
to  lie  down,  fhe  refufed  it  a  long  v/hile,  being  ufed 
to  be  delivered  (landing,  and  having  an  utter 
averfion  for  the  bed,  till  her  (Irength  being  quite 
exhaiifted  by  (landing  fo  long,  (lie  confented  t£>  lie 
down,  with  this  promife,  that  (lie  fhould  get  up 
whenever  (he  pleafed  :  but  the  pains  encreafed  im- 
mediattdy,  the  waters  came  av/ay,  and  the  child 
advanced  as  far  as  the  crowning,  and  came  quite, 
out  after  two  or  three  pains. 

Observation  CXXV. 

The  thirteenth  of  September  1697,  a  lady  that; 
lived  near  this  town,  trufiing  entirely  to  a  midwife 
who  had  been  her  nurfe,  could  not  refolve  to  make 
ufe  of  a  man,  having  an  unconquerable  averfion  to. 
it.  Having  fuffered  for  -three  days  arid  three 
nights  the  mofl:  violent  pains,  and  her  (Irength 
and  courage  being  exhaufted,  her  mother  fent  for 
me  in  hade,  vdth  her  cenient.  I  found  her  in  a 
fituation  juft  contrary  to  that  (he  fhould  have  been 
in.  With  the  head  and  feet  hanging  down,  the  loins, 
hips  and  belly  raifed  up,  and  the  child  fo  far 
advanced  that  its  head  appeared  outwardly  the 
breadth  of  one’s  hand.  I  v/as  told  that  it  had 
been  two  or  three  hours  in  this  fituation  :  the  motions 

N  '  of 
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of  the  child,  which  tho’  very  weak  fhe  could  per¬ 
ceive  now  and  then,  fhowed  that  it  was  alive,  and 
the  pains  which  kept  on,  made  me  alTure  her  of 
a  fpeedy  help,  and  that  her  ill  pofture  was  the  only 
caufe  of  the  length  of  her  labour,  I  caufed  her 
waiting-maid  who  was  a  ftrong  body,  to  fit  in  a 
great  chair  which  refted  againft  the  wall,  then  I 
helped  the  lady  up,  and  made  her  fit  upon  the 
maid’s  lap;  whofe  knees  were  open,  lead  they 
fhould  be  in  the  v/ay,  fhe  held  her  miftrefs  fad  un¬ 
der  the  arms,  however  without  preding  her  bread, 
on  which  a  cudiion  was  laid,  her  legs  were  held, 
her  knees  railed  up  and  kept  afunder,  and  the 
lower  parts  freed  from  whatever  might  hinder  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  indeed  after  the  fecond 
pain  die  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  boy,  who  was 
very  well,  only  a  little  weak. 

Reflexion, 

This  podure  I  prefer  to  any,  in  lingering  la^ 
hows  *,  notwithdanding  which,  danding  iometimes 
anfwers,  where  this  will  not. 

Observation  CXXVI. 

A  lady  who  lived  a  league  off  this  town,  whorn 
I  had  delivered  feveral  times  dedred  me  the  twenty-  ‘ 
fourth  of  April  1692,  to  help  a  neighbour  of  her’s.  ' 
who  had  been  in  labour  for  feveral  days.  I  found 
this  w^oman  with  pretty  drong  pains,  which  en- 
creafed  when  die  fat  up,  and  diminifhed  again  as 
fhe  laid  down ;  this  engaged  the  midwife  to  keep 
her  up  as  much  as  her  drength  would  permit,  ex- 
pecling  every  minute  that  die  would  be  delivered. 
Finding  the  child  prefenting  right,  and  pretty  far 
advanced,  I  made  her  fit  down  upon  a  drong  wo- 

man. 
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tnan,  with  the  fame  precautions  I  juft  mentioned, 
bnt  this  would  not  do.  Her  pains  went  entirely 
off,  whereupon  I  made  her  reft  in  bed  for  two  long 
hours,  giving  her  a  little  wine'  and  fome  broth, 
when  fhe  awoke;  then  I  made  her  get  up,  and 
reft  upon  tw^o  ftrong  women,  the  pains  began 
afrefhj  and  ftie  helped  them  fo  well,  that  after 
two  or  three  of  them,  ftie  was  brought  to  bed  of 
a  healthy  girl.  I  delivered  her  afterwards  of  a 
very  large  'placenta^  and  put  her  to  bed  very  much 
fatigued* 

/ 

Reflexion. 

Lying  or  fitting  did  not  agree  with  this  wo¬ 
man,  {landing  was  moft  convenient  to  her,  but 
fhe  wanted  reft  and  nouriftiment  to  go  through  the 
work* 

Observation  CXXVII. 

The  fecond  of  March  1692,  a  woman  whom  I 
had  delivered  feveral  times,  defired  once  more  my 
afliftance.  1  found  her  with  weak  and  flow  pains, 
which  became  ftronger  and  more  frequent  two 
hours  after  my  coming.  The  waters  came  away, 
and  the  pains  encreafed  confiderably,  without  do¬ 
ing  any  thing.  I  tried  in  vain  all  the  different 
poftures  I  could  think  of,  at  laft  tired  out,  I  ad- 
vifed  her  to  kneel  down,  and  reft  upon  her  hands. 
To  my  great  furprize,  at  the  very  next  pain  fhe 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  healthy  girl,  whofe  face 
came  downv/ards,  whereas  in  this  pofture  it  fliould 
have  been  upwards,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  lalout 
proceeded  from  thence. 

N  2  Re- 


i  8o  A  general  T^reatife  <?/  M  i  d  w  i  f  r  y. 

Reflexion. 

The  pains  did  not  leave  this  woman  in  any  fitii- 
ation,  but  this  agreed  beft  with  her,  as  it  made  an 
alteration  in  the  pofture  of  the  child,  which  before 
was  a  hindrance  to  its  coming  out.  I  hit  upon 
this  by  chance,  which  Ibows  that  we  ought  to  try 
every  pofture.  I  have  delivered  feveral  women 
kneeling  upon  cufhions,  others  leaning  upon  a 
chair  or  a  table  *,  but  I  don’t  approve  of  a  clofe 
ftool,  as  it  muft  be  in  one’s  way,  when  we  find 
any  difficulty  in  bringing  away  the  placenta, 

CHAP.  XIII. 

^hat  we  ought  not  to  take  the  faJfe  pains  for 
a  lefs  natural  delivery. 

All  the  pains  which  a  woman  near  her  time 
feels  in  the  belly  and  loins,  tho’  they  bear 
downwards,  don’t  always  denote  delivery^  even  tho* 
by  introducing  the  finger  forwards  you  be  able  to 
feel  the  child’s  head  ;  and  if  thefe  pains  are  not 
attended  with  glairy  humours,*  and  the  waters  are 
not  gathering,  we  muft  not  then  put  a  woman  in 
labour^  but  on  the  contrary  let  her  reft,  and  leave 
time  to  clear  up  the  matter,  which  will  foon  hap¬ 
pen  either  by  the  continuation  and  augmentation 
of  the  pains  if  they  are  real,  or  by  their  diminu¬ 
tion,  if  they  are  caufed  only  by  fome  crude,  acrid, 
corrofive  humours,  or  by  winds  *,  in  this  cafe  the 
moft  anodine  glyfters  will  caiTy  them  off ;  and  if 
labour  fhould  really  come  on,  the  delivery  will  be 
much  more  happy,  than  if  the  woman  had  been 
fatigued  feveral  days  %o  no  purppfe. 


ObS  E 
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Observation  CXXVIII. 

A  failor’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  Breterville^  four 
ftagues  off,  was  left  by  her  hufband  fome  days 
after  marriage  to  go  aboard  where  he  remained 
thirteen  months ;  the  firfi  news  he  heard  at  his  re¬ 
turn  waS’,  that  his  wife  was  big  v/ith  child,  and 
that  the  parfon  had  forbid  her  the  church,  upon 
the  account  of  the  fcandal  of  fuch  a  pregnancy. 
She  trufting  to  her  innocence  was  not  at  all  call 
down,  but  bore  with  courage  the  reproaches  of  this 
rafh  paftor,  and  thofe  of  her  hufoand,  affuring 
him  with  a  great  deal  of  mildnefs,  that  his  abfence 
had  caufed  all  her  illnels,  and  that  he,  the  parfon, 
and  all  the  parifh  fhould  be  fatisfied  of  it  after¬ 
wards.  The  hufband  thought  his  anger  too  well 
grounded  to  yield  fo  foon,  but  finding  her  to  per¬ 
severe  in  what  fhe  faid,  without  changing  counte¬ 
nance  in  the  lead,  he  began  to  liden  to  her,  be^ 
ing  already  prejudiced  in  her  favour  by  his  former 
love.  Eight  months  and  a  few  days  being  elapfed, 
fhe  felt  fbme  pains,  fomewhat  like  thofe  of  labour. 
The  midvvdfe  was  fetched  and  fhe  daid  two  days 
with  her,  putting  her  to  a  great  deal  of  pain, 
without  any  thing  coming  of  it.  The  hufband 
unwilling  to  have  any  thing  to  reproach  himfelf 
with  in  this,  having  enough  otherwife,  came  and 
defired  me  to  come  to  his  houfe  the  Seventh  of  iVi?- 
vember  16^2,  I  found  his  wife  big  with  a  hearty 
child,  with  pains,  but  without  any  of  thofe  com¬ 
plaints  which  ufually  precede  delivery.  The  head 
was  fo  high,  that  it  was  impofTible  to  be  dire  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  .a  head  or  no,  and  there  was  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  waters.  I  advifed  her  to  make 
her  midwife  give  her  a  carminative  and  anodyne 
glyder  and  fend  her  home  *,  and  indeed  it  was  a 
great  piece  of  happinefs  that  the  rude  and  conti- 
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nual  touchings  of  this  woman,  did  not  caufe  her 
to  be  brought  to  bed  at  that  time  ;  whereas  it  did 
pot  happen  of  more  than  three  weeks  after. 

Reflexion. 

The  bignefs  of  the  belly  of  this  woman  which 
had  brought  this  fcandal  upon  her,  was  owing  to 
the  fiippreffion  of  her  menfes^  caufed  by  the  grief 
Hie  felt  for  the  departure  of  her  hufband,  whom 
file  tenderly  loved. 

The  child  indeed  was  felt,  but  it  was  through 
the  uterus^  whofe  orifice  was  well  clofed,  and 
it  was  lucky  the  midv/ife  did  not  attempt  to  di¬ 
late  it. 

Observation  CXXIX, 

I 

The  fecond  of  May  1703,  a  weaver’s  wife  who 
thought  lierfelf  ready  to  ly-in,  found  herfelf  feized 
with  flow  intermitting  pains,  which  bore  down- 
yards.  She  fent  for  the  midwife,  who  having 
paifed  die  night  with  her,  without  being  able  to 
find  the  child,  tho’  fhe  had  touched  her  continu¬ 
ally,  fent  to  defire  me  to  come.  I  found  her  with 
flight  pains  in  the  belly,  but  the  orifice  of  the  uterus 
was  clofed,  and  the  child  in  a  right  {fate.  I  put 
her  to  bed,  and  ordered  her  a  glyfler,  the  pains 
went  off.  1  delivered  her  a  month  after,  and  Ihc 
had  a  fpeedy  and  pretty  eafy  labour. 

Reflexion. 

Thefe-  two  women  had  been  put  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  their  lives,  if  their  labours  had  beep 
haflened. 

O  B  S  E  R- 
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Observation  CXXX. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  March  a  lady  five 

leagues  off,  fent  for  me  to  deliver  her.  I  found 
her  with  flight  and  remote  pains,  the  little  bed  and 
all  things  were  prepared  as  if  flie  was  juft  going  to 
be  brought  to  bed.  Inftead  of  making  her  lie  down 
to  encourage  her  pains,  as  the  midwife  had  done, 
I  made  her  take  a  walk  till  dinner,  the  fame  the 
reft  of  the  day,  fitting  down  now  and  then,  and 
putting  herfelf  in  different  pofitions,  tho’  the  pains 
ftili  kept  on,  but  very  remote.  I  kept  her  on 
after  this  manner  till  bed-time,  and  went  to  bed 
myfelf,  her  fleep  was  very  much  interrupted,  and 
fhe  got  up  feveral  times.  In  the  morning  early 
I  went  into  her  room  and  found  her  upon  the  bed 
but  dreffed,  as  foon  as  fhe  felt  a  pain  coming,  fhe 
jumped  up,  I  begged  of  her  not  to  do  it,  but  to 
let  the  pain  go  off.  We  fpent  this  day  much  as 
the  day  before,  but  inftead  of  going  to  bed,  I  fet 
myfelf  down  in  a  great  chair  by  the  fire.  She 
refted  a  little  at  firft,  but  having  kept  on  her  pe- 
ricoat  and  night-gown,  flie  got  up  at  every  pain. 
Thus  till  tv/elve  fhe  did  nothing  elfe  but  get  up 
and  lie  down  again,  till  at  laft  I  perfwaded  her  to 
undrefs  quite,  the  inclination  of  getting  up  ftill  re¬ 
mained  upon  her,  (women  in  Mour  always  think¬ 
ing  the  pofture  they  are  in  the  worft  of  any,)  but 
before  flie  could  put  on  her  peticoat  the  pain  was 
off,  which  forced  her  in  a  manner  to  remain  in 
bed.  Things  remained  in  this  condition  from  the 
monday  morning  to  the  wednefday  at  noon,  when 
the  pains  began  to  encreafe  and  to  follow  clofer 
upon  one  another.  I  touched  her  to  inform  my¬ 
felf  of  the  fituation  of  the  child  which  was  right, 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  flie  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
healthy  boy,  fhe  was  pleafed  with  having  been  but 
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an  hour  in  labour^  whereas  her  midwife  iifed  always, 
to  be  tormenting  her  for  three  days,  tho^  Ihe  was^ 
no  otherwife  ill  than  Ihe  had  been  this  time,  which 
fo  fatigued  her  that  ihe  was  not  abb  to  get  up  of 
a  long  while, 

,  •  Reflexion. 

I  did  not  touch  this  woman  till  two  hours  beforb 
file  was  brought  to  bed,  becaufe  till  then  the  pains 
WQve  not  of  that  nature  as  to  require  it,  and  tho’ 
this  is  the  fore  ft  way  v/hereby  we  can  judge  how 
near  delivery  is,  yet  we  ought  never  to  put  it  in 
pradlife  till  there  is  occafion,  as  it  is  alv/ays  difa- 
greeable  to  the  woman.  Some  days  after,  I  v/ent 
to  a  neighbour  of  this  lady,  whole  pains  were  fo 
like  thofe  of  real  ones,  that  I  touched  her  im.me- 
diately,  whereby  I  was  enabled  to  tell  her  that 
file  fbould  not  ly-in  of  fome  time,  and  fhe  did 
not  dll  fifty  days  after, 

t 

CHAP.  XIV. 

,  Of  the  buttocks  prefenting, 

TPIE  buttocks,  through  the  membranes  and 
waters  are  eafily  miftaken  for  the  head  *,  till 
the  waters  coming  away  and  the  continuation  of  the 
pains  pufhing  them  on,  the  furgeon  is  forced  to 
let  the  child  come  in  that  fitnation,  which  fome- 
times  happens  without  any  difficulty,  at  other 
'  dnies  occafions  a  lingering  and  difficult  labour, 

\ 

Observation  CXXXI. 

The  feventh  of  July  1706,  a  young  woman 
begged  of  me  to  promife  to  attend  her  in  Ia~ 
lour  when  fine  fhould  want  me,  accordingly  fhe 

fent 
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/ent  for  me.  I  found  her  with'  fuch  flight  and  re^ 
mote  pains,  that  I  faw  no  occafion  for  me  to  fit 
lup,  in  the  morning  I  found  the  pains  fl:rong  enough 
to  affure  myfelf  of  the  fltuation  of  the  child,  it 
was  (till  very  high,  the  hardnefs  and  roundnefs  of 
the  part  I  felt  engaged  me  to  believe  it  to  be  the 
head.  The  pains  having  encreafed  the  waters 
■came  away,  but  fhe  would  not  fuffer  me  to  touch 
her  again,  to  fee  whether  I  was  right.  She  re¬ 
mained  in  that  condition  the  refl:  of  the  day,  and 
part  of  the  night  before  {he  would  fuffer  it,  when 
I  found  the  buttocks  prefenting,  and  I  was  not 
then  able  to  help  her  till  the  child  was  advanced 
enough  to  introduce  my  fingers  at  the  groin,  and 
help  it  out  that  way.  1  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  about  it,  v\7hich  would  have  been  all  fpared, 
if  ihe  had  fuffered  me  to  touch  her  once  more  be¬ 
fore  the  waters  were  come  away.  I  fhould  then 
have  returned  the  child,  and  made  the  delivery 
much  eafier.  Both  mother  and  child  did  very 
well. 

CHAP.  XV. 

1 

Of  Mifcarriages, 

Delivery  before  its  time  has  two  caufes, 
an  internal  and  external  one.  The  internal 
one  arifes  from  the  diftempers  which  may  attack 
women  with  child  ^  as  floodings,  convulfions, 
External  caufes  are  all  violent  exercifesor  wounds. 

A  Mifcarriage  through  any  diftemper,  is  the 
more  dangerous  according  to  the  malignity  of  the 
diftemper,  as  when  it  is  a  malignant  fever,  th®» 
fmall  pox,  almoft  all  women  with  child  that 
are  attacked  with  any  of  thefe  mifearty,  and  are 
in  great  danger  of  tHeir  lives.  The  children  in¬ 
deed  generally  come  into  the  world  alivca  and 
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have  the  benefit  of  baptifrn,  v/hereas  thofe  Mifcar- 
rmges  which  follow  a  great  fright,  a  fall,  a  ftroke, 
a  flooding,  or  any  accident  of  that  kind  are  gene¬ 
rally  dead,  becaufe  after  fuch  a  violent  ihock  they 
change  their  natural  fituation  into  one  that  is  con- 
ftrained,  whereby  the  blood  is  hindered  from  flow¬ 
ing  into  the  navel-flring  to  carry  nouriihment  as 
before,  and  they  generally  do  not  come  into  the 
world  till  fome  time  after,  and  not  jufl:  nine  days 
after,  as  is  generally  imagined,  there  being  fome 
women  w^ho  have,  carried  their  children  a  month 
or  two  after  they  were  dead,  which  fhows  that  the 
delivery  of  a  child  who  died  in  its  mother’s  belly 
through  any  accident,  does  not  happen  till  the  ute¬ 
rus  is  difpoied  to  it,  by  fome  means  entirely  un» 
known  to  us. 

When  Women  are  attacked  with  any  dangerous 
illnefs  their  children  come  forth  before  their  time, 
becaufe  the  weaknefs  which  is  brought  on  the 
whole  habit  of  body,  alfo  affedls  the  uterus^ 
which  at  the  fame  time  is  irritated  bv  the  violent 
motions  of  the  child,  and  the  humours,  grown 
lharp  by  the  heat  of  the  fever.  Thefe  caufe  tke 
cxpulfion  of  the  child,  before  it  has  had  time  to 
grow  too  weak,  or  to  lofe  its  life,  efpecially  if 
helped  in  time  ;  but  they  don’t  live  long,  being 
partakers  of  their  mother’s  diftemper,  and  fp  fick 
as  not  to  be  able  to  take  the  breaft. 

Observation  CXXXII. 

In  the  year  1687,  the  fmall  pox  raged  in  this 
town,  it  was  more  fatal  than  general,  moft  of  thofe 
that  caught  it  dying  of  it.  Among  others  a  lady 
of  diflindion  fix  months  gone  with  child  or  there¬ 
abouts,  fell  ill  with  it,  all  went  exceeding  well, 
the  fever  was  moderate,  the  puftles  large,  raifed, 
and  white,  when  on  a  fudden  fhe  was  taken  with 
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j  a  convulfion  ;  in  iefs  than  half  an  hour  the  puftles 
went  in,  and  her  whole  body  turned  black  and 
Ck  mortified.  Happening  to  be  there  by  chance,  I 
j  gave  her  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  wine,  fome  pains  fol- 
^  lowed,  and  I  delivered  her  immediately,  of  a  live 
»  child  who  died  foon  after  j  another  convulfion  came 
<  on,  and  Ihe  died. 

Observation  CXXXIIL 

In  the  year  1692,  we  had  a  great  number  of 
i  foldiers  here,  who  brought  the  bloody  flux  along 
4  with  them,  and  fpread  it  in  this  town,  where  it 

^  made  a  great  havock.  But  thofe  got  over  who 

II  had  fcrength  and  reafon,  and  who  were  in  good 
i  circumflances.  There  were  very  few  exempt  from 
i  it,  from  the  magiftrate  to  the  fhepherd,  except 
the  phyficians,  furgeons  and  apothecaries,  or  I 
[  may  fay,  the  furgeons  alone,  for  we  pradife  here 

:  all  the  three  branches.  In  the  month  of 

j  hr  a  glover’s  wife  whom  I  had  under  hand  fix 
J  days  with  this  illnefs,  and  whom  I  defpaired  off 
the  very  firft:  day,  fent  to  defire  me  to  come  to 
her  the  fixth  day  in  the  afternoon,  bccaufe  fhe  felt 
violent  pains.  I  found  her  in  labour^  the  child  well 
placed  and  the  waters  gathered,  and  'they  came 
aw^ay  loon  after.  The  child  foon  follow^ed,  and 
lived  two  days.  I  brought  away  the  'placenta  which 
was  very  fmall ;  fhe  died  eight  days  after. 

Reflexion. 

The  danger  this  woman  was  in,  encreafed  upon 
her  being  brought  to  bed,  the  pains  which  the 
lochia  caufed,  joining  themfelves  to  the  violent 
flrainings,  forced  her  to  be  continually  upon  the 
clofe  ftool.  The  remedies  proper  for  her  difeafe 
were  alfo  forbid,  for  fear  of  fupprelTing  the  lochia, 
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Thefe  flopped  after  four  daySj  when  I  gave  her  a>  ii 
grain  of  laudanum,  which  had  a  w’onderful  effedl^ 
but  ihe  died  notwithftaiiding  eight  days  after  her  f 
Jyiog-in,  nature  being  entirely  exhauiled. 

Observation  CXXXIV. 

In  the  year  1704,  both  town  and  country  were  : 
infeiled  with  a  pretty  extraordinary  diftemper,  ^ 
which  carried  off  mofl  of  thofe  that  were  feized  f 
with  it ;  but  contrary  to  what  happened  in  that  X 
juft  mentioned  *5  the  old,  weak  and  poor  people  ^ 
recovered  better  than  the  rich,  and  thofe  who  were 
young  and  hearty.  The  ftek  laboured  under  a  I 
violent  heat  or  a  continual  fhivering,  with  oppref- 
lion,  pain  in  the  fide,  cough,  fpitting  of  blood  | 
4nd  vomiting.  A  vomit  given  at  firft  was  found.  ■ 
by  us  the  moil  ferviceable,  tho’  every  thing  feemed  i 
to  forbid  it.  but  experience  ought  to  go  before  i 
all  reafoning. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  June^  a  lady  about  three  I 
months  gone  with  child,  v/as  feized  with  it.  She  i 
had  all  the  lymptoms  at  once,  and  inftead  of  heat  ' 
a  continual  cold.  Seeing  the  great  danger  flie 
was  in,  upon  the  account  of  her  pregnancy^  I  defired 
hgr  to  fettle  her  aliairs,  as  flie  had  a  manly  fpirit 
in  a  female  body ;  (he  made  herfelf  eafy,  and  , 
trufted  wholly  to 'me.  Vomiting  being  forbid  in  , 
her  circumftances,  I  began  by  bleeding,  upon  the  1 
account  of  her  violent  oppreffion  *,  but  the  coldnefs  i 
file  laboured  under,  feemed  to  have  drove  all  the  i 
blood  to  the  center.  I  fet  about  recalling  the  heat  i 
to  one  of  the  arms,  by  fridion,  and  holding  fome  j| 
live  coals  under  it,  wrapping  it  up  afterwards  in  | 
warm  napkins,  till  I  found  a  veftel  which  feemed  ,i 
pretty  full.  I  opened  it,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  it  yielded  two  porringers  of  blood.  I 
was  in  hopes  this  great  coldnefs' would  go  off,  which  ji 
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v^as  ftill  more  furprlzing,  as  it  was  midfummer  time  ^ 
but  I  got  no  ground^  the  coldnefs,  opprefiion  and 
vomiting  remained,  v/hich  made  me  refolve,  not- 
withftanding  the  lownefs  of  her  pulfe  and  the  del^ 
perate  condition  (he  was  in^  to  bleed  her  again,  I 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  means  as  the  day  before, 
and  made  fhift  to  take  away  three  porringers  of 
blood,  which  helped  her  confiderably  and  carried 
off  the  cough,  coldnefs  and  fpitting  of  blood. 
There  remained  now,  nothing  behdes  a  flight  pain 
in  the  fide,  and  a  little  oppreffion,  for  which  I 
was  going  to  repeat  bleeding,  if  fome  fmall  pains  fhe 
felt  in  the  belly  and  about  the  loins,  had  not  hiiv 
dered  me  from  it,  which  fiiowed  fhe  was  going  to 
mifcarry,  this  happened  about  an  hour  after.  For 
the  pains  encreafed,  the  waters  gathered  and  the 
membranes  broke,  the  child  followed,  rightly  fitu- 
ated  and  no  bigger  than  a  flead  moufe.  1  chiftened 
it,  and  then  tried  to  bring  away  the  placenta^  in 
which  I  found  a  great  difficulty,  the  chord  being 
too  fmall  to  pull  with,  which  forced  me  to  follow 
it  to  its  root  and  loofen  it  from  the  uterus^  before 
the  os  tinea  was  clofed'.  She  remained  ftill  very- 
ill  for  three  or  four  days.  Her  regularity,  in  tak¬ 
ing  broth,  gellies  and  every  thing  I  advifed  her  to, 
brought  down  the  lochia  in  as  great  plenty  as  if 
fhe  had  gone  her  full  time,  upon  which  account 
the  Mifcarriage  which  we  were  afraid  of  at  firfl:, 
proved  of  great  fervice  to  her  \  ilie  was  quite  well 

■?n  fix  weeks  time. 

> 

Reflejcion. 

There  feemed  to  be  a  fort  of  poifon  in  this  dif* 
temper  which  by  its  malignity  coagulated  the  blood 
and  fluids,  which  ffiowed  itfelf  by  the  great  cold- 
nefs  and  flownefs  of  the  pulfe.  i  preferred  evacu- 
atjpns  to  volatile  and  fpiri.tuoijs  m.edecines. 

O  S  S  E  R- 
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Observation  CXXXV. 

A  thrafher’s  wife  living  at  Beaumont ^  five  months 
gone  with  child,  ill  with  a  malignant  fever,  hef 
whole  body  being  covered  with  purple  fpots,  fent 
for  me  the  third  of  November  1704,  upon  finding 
herfelf  attacked  with  violent  pains,  which  had  be¬ 
gun  in  her  flomach  with  a  continual  vomiting, ^  and 
communicated  themfelves  to  her  belly  and  loins. 
I  touched  her,  the  waters  which  were  gathered, 
and  feveral  parts  of  the  child  which  I  felt  confuf- 
edly  through  the  membranes,  did  not  fufFer  me  to 
doubt  of  a  Mifcarriage.  I  broke  the  membranes 
at  the  very  next  pain,  and  found  the  hands  and 
feet  of  this  child,  which  were  fo  fmall,  that  I  had 
no  trouble  in  chufing  the  laft  to  draw  it  out  by. 
It  came  alive  and  I  chriflened  it ;  it  took  me 
fome  little  time  and  labour  to  brino;  awav  the 
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Reflexion. 

I 

Finding  that  this  woman  could  keep  in  neither 
wine,  cider  nor  broth  in  her  flomach  without  vo¬ 
miting  it  up,  I  was  obliged  to  try  fome  clear  water, 
which  flaid  with  her,  as  it  did  again  upon  my 
repeating  it  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after.  1  ^ 

kept  her  to  it,  giving  her  a  little  dry  bread  to  eat  1 
afterwards,  She  got  up  in  fifteen  days. 

It  feems  as  if  there  was  a  bad  acid  in  this  wo-" 
ihan’s  flomach,  which  turned  four  her  liquids  and  • 
corrupted  her  broth  and  food,  which  afterwards 
flimuiated  the  flomach,  and  caufed  a  continual  vo¬ 
miting.  Water  proved  the  only  remedy,  by  cool¬ 
ing,  wafhing  and  cleanfing  the  part. 
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Observation  CXXXVL 

The  thirteenth  of  July  1696,  a  lady  of  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Huberville^  a  league  and  half  diftant,  being 
four  months  gone  with  child,  had  two  violent  fits 
of  a  tertian  fever.  I  was  defired  to’  fee  her,  in 
order  to  bleed  her  before  the  third  fit.  I  met  a 
footman  by  the  way  who  was  fent  to  haften  me. 
I  found  her  with  true  labour  pains,  the  waters  gone 
off,  and  the  child  prefen  ting  the  buttocks,  on 
which  I  poured  a  little  water  to  chriflen  it,  the  mo¬ 
ther  afTuring  me  fhe  had  felt  it  but  a  little  before. 
As  it  was  very  fmall  I  let  it  come  in  that  pofture, 
for  fear  of  worfe  by  turning  it.  The  pains  having 
encreafed,  and  the  child  advanced,  I  Aid  a  finger 
of  each  hand  as  far  as  I  could  towards  the  groins, 
bringing  forwards  by  that  means,  the  thighs  and 
legs,  thefe  I  drew  out,  and  taking  hold  of  the* 
little  body  with  a  cloth  I  finifhed  the  work.  I 
ufed  a  great  deal  of  gentlenefs  in  every  thing,  leail 
the  mufcles  of  the  head,  being  ftill  weak  Aiould 
yield,  and  the  head  fhould  be  left  behind,  thro^ 
the  ftreightnefs  of  the  parts.  I  had  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  jn  bringing  away  the  placenta^  which 
adhered  very  firmly,  and  the  paffage  was  not  di¬ 
lated  enough  to  fuffer  me  to  loofen  it  eafily. 

Reflexion., 

Thus  we  fee  that  it  is  not  violent  illnelTes 
®nly,  but  that  the  ilighteft  will  fometimes  caufe 
abortion. 

The  child  at  firft  bad  no  fign  of  life,  but  groan¬ 
ed  afterwards  for  fome  time. 
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Observation  CXXXVII. 

The  eleventh  of  OEioher  1698,  an  officer’s  wife 
about  two  months  gone  with  child^  was  taken  ill 
with  a  continual  but  gentle  fever,  without  any 
bad  fymptoms.  The  fecond  day  at  night,  I  took 
away  two  porringers  of  blood,  fhe  felt  fome  pains, 
which  Teeming  to  her  like  thofe  flie  had  felt  in  her 
firfl  lying-in,  fhe  fent  for  me  in  a  hurry*  Some 
time  after  I  was  come,  a  bladder  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  hen’s  egg  full  of  water  came  away,  I  opened 
it  immediately,  and  found  in  it  a  living  child,  of 
the  bignefs  of  a  cockfhafer,  I  chriftened  it,  after 
which,  it  was  fo  intermixed  with  the  clouts  that 
it  could  not  be  found  again.  I  believe  it  was  trod 
under  feet,  having  fallen  upon  the  floor  with  fome 
clods  of  blood.  The  fever  went  off  fome  days  af¬ 
ter,  and  fhe  was  as  well  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  her. 

Reflexion. 

I  cannot  attribute  the  caufe  of  this  abortion,  to 
any  thing  elfe  but  to  the  violent  motion  of  the 
blood  and  heat  of  the  fever,  whence  the  fluids 
grew  fharp  and  irritated  the  uterus.  I  never  faw 
but  one  embryo  fmaller  than  this :  it  was  that  of  , 
a  chandler’s  wife,  who  did  not  know  of  her  being  1 
with  child,  who  after  one  pain  only  and  vv^ithout 
any  apparent  caufe,  had  a  little  bladder  of  water 
come  away,  in  which  was  a  child  of  the  bignefs  • 
of  a  bee,  the  parts  were  fo  coafufed  dxat  I  could 
hardly  diftiuguiffi  theoi. 

i 
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CHAP.  XVL 


Of  Mifcarriages  through  any  external  cauje. 


HERE  is  fuch  a  numerous  variety  of  thefe 


X  caufes,  that  it  would  be  impciTible  to  enu» 
inerate  them  all:  a  fudden  joy  or  fright;  any  an¬ 
ger  or  refentment ;  any  ftrong  or  unpleafant  fmell ; 
a  falfe  ftep,  may  bring  on  floodings  and  mifcarri- 
a^es,  I  could  make  up  a  volume  of  obfervations 
about  this  article,  but  a  few  are  fufficient. 


Observation  CXXXVIIL 


I  was  called  one  day  to  one  of  my  indmatefl; 
friends,  a  reafonable  fenfible  woman,  '  whom  I 
had  delivered  feveral  times.  She  was  between 
four  and  five  months  gone  with  child.  Slie  had 
fome  pains  in  her  loins  and  belly,  v/hich  bore 
dov/nwards,  and  the  whole  v/as  occafioned  by  her 
hufband,  who  was  very  fond  of  her,  bidding  her 
remove  a  cupboard  into  another  place,  and  make 
fome  fmall  alterations  in  it. 

Observation  CXXXIX. 

The  feventh  of  December  1688,  a  v/aggoner^s 
wife  five  months  gone  with  child,  in  changing  baf- 
kets  a  horfeback,  held  one  upon  her  belly.  The 
two  days  .and  nights  following  (he  felt  her  child 
ftir  more  than  ufuai ;  after  which  it  feemed  like 
a  lump,  v/hich  fell  on  the  fide  fhe  laid  on,  and 
Weighed  heavy  upon  her  lower  belly,  which  made 
her  make  urine  often.  She  lofl  her  ftomach,  her 
complexion  became  wan,  and  fhe  had  pains  all 
over  her.  She  confulted  me,  and  I  made  no 
doubt,  but  that  all  thefe  fy mptoms  were  owing  to 
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a  contufion  which  had  caufed  the  death  of  the 
child.  I  bid  her  take  reft,  which  fhe  was  forced 
to  do  through  neceffity,  not  being  able  to  ftir. 
Seventeen  d^ys  after  labour  pains  came  on  ;  fhe  fent 
to  defire  me  to  come.  I  found-^  her  with  very 
lharp  pains,  and  very  much  exhaufted.  I  helped 
her  as  much  as  I  could  with  wine  and  cordial  li¬ 
quors,  after  which  I  delivered  her  of  a  child  that 
came  with  the  feet  firfe  *,  the  'placenta  followed,  the 
whole  very  black,  but  without  any  bad  fmell. 
She  was  a  longer  time  before  fhe  got  up  again, 
than  fhe  had  ever  been  after  any  other  lying-in. 

Reflexion. 

Tho’  !  was  very  well  fatisfied  that  the  child  was 
dead,  yet  I  did  not  attempt  to  deliver  her,  for  this 
ought  always  to  be  left  to  nature,  except  when  a 
flooding  or  any  accident  of  that  nature  forces  us 
to  it  5  for  there  have  been  women  who  have  la¬ 
boured  under  the  fame,  or  very  near  the  fame 
complaints  with  this  woman,  who  have  neverthe- 
lefs  gone  their  full  time,  and  brought  forth  living, 
tho’  perhaps  weak  children. 

Observation  CXL. 

The  nineteenth  of  July  1693,  a  plowman’s  wife  | 
of  the  parifh  of  Gourheville^  fell  off  a  horfe  fo  vio¬ 
lently,  as  to  remain  without  any  fenfe  for  fome 
time.  She  was  fix  months  gone  with  child  *,  I  was 
fent  for  immediately.  I  found  her  fomewhat  come 
to  herfelf,  her  head  was  not  hurt,  tho*  I  had  at¬ 
tributed  to  that  the  lofs  of  her  fenfes.  She  felt  her 
child  ftir  extraordinarily,  I  did  not  wonder  at  it, 
after  the  great  commotion  fhe  had  fuffered.  She 
was  carried  home  upon  a  fort  of  litter.  I  advifed 
her  to  take  good  nourifliment,  and  to  keep  her 

bed  i 


A  general Tr eat ife  of  Vli  dwi  F  R  r.  195 

bed  feven  or  eight  days.  From  that  time  fhc  did 
hot  feel  her  child  ftir  any  more ;  but  fhe  felt  it  as 
a  load  on  the  fide  Ihe  laid  on,  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  lower  belly,  when  fhe  was  {landing  *,  which 
forced  her  to  make  water  often.  She  remained 
thus  to  the  time  of  delivery^  which  happened  when 
expedled,  without  the  fall  having  either  forwarded 
or  retarded  it.  I  was  fent  for,  but  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  Jong  before  t  came,  of  a  child  fo  weak  that 
it  died  fome  hours  after. 

REFLEX10N4 

Had  this  wom.an  taken  a  great  deal  of  red, 
as  I  advifed  her,  her  child  might  perhaps  have 
lived. 

I  gave  the  fame  advice  to  a  lady  fifteen  leagues 
off,  who  laboured  under  the  fame  complaints  \  a 
fortnight  after  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of  a -dead 
child,  who  as  I  have  feen  feveral  times  in  thefe 
cafes,  came  away  very  eafily,  upon  the  account  of 
its  fmallnefs. 

When  a  child  is  dead  in  the  tho’  for  two 

months,  as  long  as- it  is  fhut  up  in  the  membranes, 
there  is  no  danger  of  its  corrupting,  this  corrup¬ 
tion  proceeding  only  from  the  externa]  air. 

Observation  CXLI. 

The  twenty-fird  of  June  1687,  a  poulterer^s  wife 
of  this  town  three  months  gone  with  child,  whom 
I  had  laid  feveral  times,  defired  to  fee  me.  I 
found  her  with  labour  pains,  brought  on  by  a  kick 
Ihe  had  received  upon  the  loins,  feven  or  eight 
days  before.  I  delivered  her  of  a  little  dead  child, 
who  cam.e  very  eafily  5  but  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
I  trouble  in  bringing  away  the  placenta^  the  utertis 
\  not  being  dilated  enough  to  introduce  my  fingers 
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to  loofen  it,  and  the  chord  being  fo  weak  that  I 
could  make  no  ufe  of  it  ;  I  finiflied  the  work 
at  laft. 

Observation  CXLII. 

A  young  lady  about  three  months  gone  with 
child,  made  up  a  party  of  pleafure  with  fome  of 
her  acquaintance,  upon  fome  very  uneafy  horfes. 

By  fome  accident  flie  jumped  off,  lighting  upon 
her  feet,  without  feeling  any  inconvenience  at  that 
time  ;  but  at  night  there  came  away  a  reddifh  fe^ 
ruyn^  the  pains  followed,  and  fhe  was  brought  to 
bed,  without  letting  any  body  but  her  maid 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter,  not  imagining 
things  would  go  fo  far.  As  the  after-birth  had 
not  followed,  fhe  was  forced  to  confult  her  fur- 
geon,  who  carried  me  along  with  him  to  the  lady. 
They  fhowed  me  the  child,  who  was  exceeding 
fmall,  with  a  fmall  end  of  the  chord.  I  placed  her 
in  a  convenient  pofture,  and  found  the  chords  which 
I  followed  to  the  entrance  of  the  uterus^  which 
was  fo  clofed,  that  I  was  hardly  able  to  introduce 
my  finger,  by  whofe  means  I  loofened  the  placenta 
from  the  fides,  after  which  I  made  ufe  of  the  chords 
which  was  more  ferviceable  to  me  than  I  could 
have  expedled,  I  helped  at  the  fame  time  with  my  ^ 

finger,  ading  Vv^ith  it  on  all  Tides ;  at  laft  I  brought  1 

it  away  whole,  but  lochia  flopped,  and  a  fever 
Came  on.  I  made  it  pafs  for  a  common  fever, 
and  bled  her  in  the  arm  and  foot,  but  in  fpite  of 
all  remedies,  fhe  died  fourteen  days  after  her  Mif- 
carriage  ;  fhe  laboured  under  feveral  extraordinary 
fymptoms,  among  others  that  of  being  blind,  for 
fome  days  before  fhe  died. 
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¥ 

o  BSE  RVATION  CXLIII. 

The  feventeenth  of  November  1703,  the  wife  of 
an  officer  of  judicature  fent  for  me  at  three  in  the 
morning.  She  told  me  ffie  had  been  at  a  wedding, 
where  every  body  was  very  merry,  and  that  ffie 
had  been  forced  to  dance ;  that  fince  that,  ffie  had 
not  been  well  in  health,  that  ffie  was  unwieldy 
and  loath  to  dir  about ;  that  ffie  was  continually 
inclined  to  go  to  ftool,  without  being  able  to  do 
it,  and  that  being  three  months  gone  with  child, 
ffie  was  afraid  of  fome  bad  confequences,  having 
fince  twelve  o’clock  felt  fome  pains  like  thofe  ffie 
had  felt  when  ffie  was  brought  to  bed  before.  I 
touched  her,  and  found  all  fo  well  difpofed,  that  I 
brought  away  with  my  hand,  a  very  fmall  child, 
with  its  membranes  and  placenta^  all  together,  and 
ffie  hardly  found  herfelf  ill  v^^ith  it,  neither  did 
her  mod  intimate  friends  knov/  any  thing  of  the 
matter. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

That  Mifcarriages  happen  fo?netmes  voithout 
any  evident  caufe ;  as  alfo  that  women  fome-- 
thnes  go  their  full  time^  when  there  is  all 
the  reafon  imaginable  to  expeSl  that  they 
Jhould  mifcarry, 

Both  thefe  will  appear  by  the  following 
obfervations. 

Observat  ion  CXLIV. 

The  fecond  of  O^ober  1691,  a  lady  three  leagues 
pff  this  town,  five  months  gone  with  child,  who 
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had  all  along  enjoyed  a  very  good  Hate  of  health, 
found  herfelf  feized  with  fome  flight  pains,  which 
upon  their  encreafing,  forced  her  to  fend  for  me 
at  twelve  o’clock  at  night.  I  found  her  with  pains 
refembling  thofe  of  labour  \  but  the  goodnefs  of 
her  conftitution  joined  to  the  cheerfulnefs  and 
mildnefs  of  her  temper,  and  no  fort  of  accident 
having  happened  to  her,  made  me  hope  that  a 
glyfter  might  relieve  thefe  pains;  yet  notwithiland- 
ing  this  help,  they  kept  encreafing,  and  diminifc 
ing  ;  fo  that  I  was  kept  between  hope  and  fear  to 
the  third  night,  when  after  feven  or  eight  pains, 
the  waters  gathered,  and  a  little  girl  came  forth^ 
who  lived  three  days. 

Reflexion. 

I  did  not  touch  her  but  at  the  very  laff,  the 
fituation  of  fo  young  a  child  not  being  of  confe- 
quence  enough  to  be  minded  till  there  is  need. 

Observation  CXLV. 

The  countefs  of  ...  .  four  months  gone  with 
child,  came  into  this  country  towards  the  end  of 
May  1703.  She  defired  me  to  come  and  fee  her. 
1  found  her  in  bed,  and  very  hearty,  notwith- 
flanding  the  fatigue  of  the  journey.  She  faid  flie 
had  confuited  Mr.  Bes  Forges  before  (he  came  away, 
who  had  ordered  her  to  keep  her  bed  for  nine 
days,  to  be  bled  three  weeks  after,  and  then  keep 
her  bed  again  as  many  days.  She  aiked  whether 
this  was  the  cufom  of  our  ladles !  I  told  her  that 
the  merit  of  Mr.  Bes  Forges  was  too  well  known 
to  me  to  find  fault  with  his  prefcriptions,  and  that 
our  ladies  not  ufing  the  fame  methods  might  be 
owing  to  the  difference  of  climates,  that  they  were 
t)Ied  only  when  it  was  thought  they  had  occafion 
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for  it,  and  were  fuffered  to  go  about  their  bunnefs 
as  ufual  without  being  detained  in  their  beds. 

I  bled  her  at  the  time  (lie  had  fet,  and  flie  again 
kept  her  bed  for  nine  days.  I  faw  her  every  week, 
and  after  two  months  (lay  in  this  country,  during 
which  file  hardly  (lirred,  having  left  her  the  tuef- 
day  night  after  fupper,  on  the  thurfday  a  fervant 
came  for  me,  telling  me  fhe  had  been  afflidfed 
with  the  cholick  ever  fince  twelve  at  night.  As  I 
was  getting  on  horfeback  another  fervant  came  to 
hurry  me.  I  found  her  with  all  the  marks  of  de¬ 
livery  being  near.  Every  body  was  furprized. 
The  child  foon  came  away  along  with  the  placenta^ 
s,  it  was  a  boy,  v/ho  lived  an  hour,  he  was  fix 
months  old.  She  got  up  again  in  eight  days,  and 
fix  weeks  after  returned  back  to  Paris. 

Reflexion. 

This  lady’s  mother  hearing  of  this  accident, 
wrote  to  her  ten  days  after  it,  to  keep  her  bed  for 
a  fortnight,  and  herfelf  fwathed  up  for  a. month. 
The  firlt  thing  fhe  did  not  regard,  having  walked 
about  for  two  days  already,  but  Ihe  afleed  me  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  fecond  :  I  told  her  that 
thofe  who  iifcd  it,  intended  to  retain  the  uterus  in 
its  place,  to  help  the  lochia^  and  reftore  the  fliape. 
She  abruptly  replied  that  the  firfl:  intention  ap¬ 
peared  to  her  hurtful,  fince  after  her  being  deli¬ 
vered  fhe  had  felt  her  uterus  in  her  belly  like  a 
great  ball,  which  fell  on  whatfoever  fide  fhe  laid, 
and  that,  had  (lie  been  fwathed  up,  the  bandage, 
inftead  of  keeping  it  in  its  place,  would  have  puflied 
it  downwards  *,  that  to  anfwer  the  fecond  intention 
the  bandage  muft  have  been  pretty  light,  which 
would  have  been  very  troublefome  and  ufelefs  too, 
her  lochia  having  come  down  of.  therpklves  without 
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this  help ;  as  for  the  third  flie  knew  the  contrary, 
the  {lays  fhe  had  wore  before  fhe  was'  married  be¬ 
ing  now  too  big  for  her. 

Observation  CXLVL 

I 

This  fame  lady  being  three  months  gone  of  her 
time,  a  large  Ihiitter  fell  upon  her  belly,  fhe  fuf- 
fered  a  great  deal  of  pain  from  it,  and  a  flight  lois 
of  blood  followed.  She  took  to  her  bed  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  wrote  to  me  to  know  what  ilie  fhould 
do,  or  to  come  down  myfelf  if  there  was  occafion. 
The  blood  came  in  fmail  quantity  when  fhe  v/as  up 
or  fitting,  and  more  abundantly  when  fhe  was  laid. 
I  wrote  to  her  to  luffer  general  rules  to  give  way 
to  neceifity,  and  not  to  keep  her  bed  but  when 
forced  to  it,  to  be  bled  twice,  two  porringers  at  a 
time,  and  to  remain  very  quiet.  I  heard  no  more 
of  her  till  I  was  fent  for  to  lay  her  of  a  boy,  who 
was  very  well  in  health  notwithftanding  this  ac¬ 
cident. 

Reflexion. 

I  have  delivered  three  women  in  a  flrort  fpacc 
of  time,  two  of  which  mifcarried  when  they  were 
between  four  and  five  months  gone  of  their  time  ; 
for  haying  feen  bailiffs  arrefl  their  hufbands  about 
fome  taxes,  and  the  other,  for  fear  any  harm 
fhould  have  happened  to  her  hufband,  who  did 
not  return  home  at  night  as  he  had  promifed  ; 
whereas  feveral  women  have  undergone  the  mofl 
terrible  accidents,  without  any  mifchief  enfuing 
from  i,t. 
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Observation  CXLVIL 

Lady  .  .  .  four  months  gone  with  child,  go¬ 
ing  from  one  of  her  eftates  to  another,  was  over¬ 
turned  in  a  very  bad  road,  and  as  fhe  got  out  of 
the  coach,  faw  one  of  the  footmen’s  head  engaged 
under  the  hinder  wheel.  He  came  off  with  a 
contufion  upon  the  eye,  and  fhe  fuffered  nothing 
by  her  fright. 

Observation  CXLVIII. 

The  marchionefs  of  .  .  .  fix  months  gone  with 
child,  ftepped  into  her  coach  before  the  coachman 
was  upon  the  box.  He  running  rafhly  to  get  up, 
frighted  the  horfes,  who  ran  away.  She  jumped 
out  of  the  coach  door,  and  fell  on  a  bad  pave¬ 
ment  upon  her  back,  without  any  other  harm  bu^ 
the  fright. 

Observation  CXLIX. 

Lady  .  .  .  five  months  gone  with  child,  go¬ 
ing  into  the  country  to  fee  a  filter,  did  not  get  out 
of  her  coach  to  dine.  The  coachman  having 
taken  off  the  bridles  from  the  horfes,  to  give  them 
fome  oats,  and  going  too  roughly  to  bridle  them 
again,  they  run  away  at  the  beginning  of  a  heath 
two  leagues  broad  •,  by  good  luck  the  hinder  horfe 
fell  down,  which  forced  the  reft  to  flop.  The 
lady  got  out  of  the  coach,  without  receiving  any 
damage. 
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Observation  CL. 

A  woman  fix  months  gone  with  child,  going 
down  a  fquare  ftair-cafe,  tell  with  her  belly  and 
ftomach  upon  the  banifters,  being  two  pair  of  ftairs 
high.  Her  backfide  proving  heavier  than  her 
head,  hindered  her  from  falling  over,  without 
the  pain  and  fright  fte  muft  have  been  in,  being 
,  of  any  ill  confequence  to  her. 

I " 

CHAP.  xvnr. 

Of  Mifcarriage  through  rafo  adlions, 

WOMEN  with  child  ought  to  be  very  cir-f 
CLimfpcdl:  in  all  their  actions,  fince  a  falfe 
flep  may,  by  its  lliock,  loofen  part  of  the  placenta^ 
and  bring  on  a  flooding,  w^hich  may  not  only 
endanger  her  life,  but  deprive  the  child  of  its 
eternal  happinefs. 

Observation  CLI. 

I  faw  a  lady  fomewhat  in  years,  who  having 
three  daughters  and  four  boys,  was  very  uneafy  at 
jier  being  with  child  again,  not  through  any  apr^ 
prehenfion  of  the  pains  Ihe  muft  undergo,  but  be- 
caufe  fo  many  children  vtould  impoverifh  her  fa^ 
mily.  Through  grief  upon  this  account  or  other- 
wife,  fhe  mifearriedy  without  letting  any  body  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  I  fhould  not  have  known 
it,  had  not  her  waiting-maid  told  me,  that  a  little 
dead  feetus  had  come  away,  which  had  been  thrown 
into  the  fire.  The  lady  kept  her  bed  fome  days, 
every  body  imagining  that  nature  was  now  mak¬ 
ing  amends  for  her  former  omifTions,  which  had 
caufed  a  fufpicion  that  fhe  was  a  breeding. 
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Observation.  CLII. 

The  twenty-fifth  of  July  1696,  afadler’s  wife  of 
this  town,  five  months  and  a  half  gone  with  child, 
brifk  and  young,  being  at  romps  in  her  fhop,  went 
to  give  a  kick  to  her  boy,  but  miffed  him,  which 
caufcd  fuch  a  violent  extenhon,  and  fhock  to  the 
lower  parts,  that  great  pains  feized  her  immedi¬ 
ately  about  the  loins  and  groin,  and  in  the  whole 
belly,  fo  that  fhe  had  fallen  on  the  ground,  if 
luckily  there  had  not  been  a  chair  at  hand.  She 
was  fo  faint,  as  to  make  every  thing  apprehended 
as  to  her  life  and  that  of  her  child’s,  whom  we  could 
plainly  perceive  to  be  in  a  very  great  agitation  by 
its  continual  reftlefsnefs.  I  made  no  doubt  but 
that  a  flooding  or  convulfions  would  enfue,  which 
delivery  only  could  remedy,  wherefore  all  the  fer- 
vice  I  could  do  her  was  to  put  her  to  bed.  For 
fix  weeks  longer  that  fhe  carried  her  child,  fhe 
had  no  other  complaint  but  this  extreme  weaknefs; 
I  adminiftred  good  nourifhment  to  her,  bled  her 
twice,  which  made  her  neither  weaker  nor  ftrong- 
er,  gave  fome  dofes  of  theriaca,  with  cordial  ju¬ 
leps,  which  proving  of  no  manner  of  fervice,  I 
had  recoLirfe  to  good  food  only,  with  a  little  wine 
and  water.  At  the  feventh  month  fhe  felt  fome 
pains,  and  fent  for  me,  I  found  them  ftrong 
enough  to  exarpine  into  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
finding  the  buttocks  prefentingl  tore  the  membranes^ 
pufhed  them  back  to  feek  for  the  feet,  and  foon 
finifhed  the  delivery.  She  got  up  three  weeks  after, 
but  ftill  very  v^reak,  a  cough  came  on  which  touch¬ 
ed  her  lungs,  and  in  fpite  of  affe’s  and  cow’s 
milk,  and  all  other  remedies,  fhe  was  carried  off 
in  the  twenty- fourth  year  of  her  age.^ 
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Observation  GLIIL 

A  peafant’s  wife  living  two  leagues  offj  eighteen 
years  old,  and  big  with  her  firft  child,  very  ftrong 
and  hearty  for  her  age,  being  a  threlhing,  at  each 
flroke  hit  her  belly  with  the  handle  of  the  iiail, 
v;hich  made  a  black  bruife  two  hands  broad,  t 
From  that  time  fhe  ceafed  feeling  her  child.  As 
fhe  was  eight  months  gone,  Ihe  minded  it  but 
little,  but  fome  time  after  llie  was  taken  with  labour 
pains,  when  ilie  had  endured  them  for  three  days, 
her  hufband  came  for  me,  I  found  her  as  big  as 
a  tub,  her  belly  up  to  her  chin,  as  tight  as  a  drum, 
and  as  hard  as  wood.  Flaving  heard  of  what  had 
happened,  and  fmelling  a  cadaverous  fcent  exhal¬ 
ing  from  the  private  parts,  with  a  noife  compared 
by  Mr,  Peu^  to  that  which  fheep  make  when  they 
are  a  iheering,  I  made  no  queftion  of  the  child^s 
death.  The  broth,  wine  and  reft  I  made  her 
take,  fomewhat  recalled  her  ftrength  ;  the  pains 
coming  on,  and  the  head  prefenting  right,  and 
being  already  far  advanced,  I  refolved  upon  let¬ 
ting  the  child  come  that  v\ray,  without  giving  it 
any  other  help,  tho’  I  was  fully  perfuaded  that  it 
was  dead.  The  head  was  pufhed  out  by  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  pains,  I  imagined  then  that  I  had  , 
nothing  to.  do,  but  to  pull  gently  with  my  hands  y 
applied  to  the  ears,  but  the  body  was  fo  putrified,  i 
tliat  1  found  no  more  folidity  in  the  mufcles  of  the 
neck  than  in  wet  paper,  and  the  head  remained 
in  my  hands.  I  puftied  up  the  body  immediately,  ■ 
and  fought  for  the  feet ;  'I  pulled  the  firft  I  could 
lay  hold  of,  but  it  came  off  in  my  hand,  I  took 
hold  of  the  other,  and  to  avoid  the  like  accident, 

I  joined  the  two  legs,  and  drew  them  down  to¬ 
gether,  that  which  had  a  foot  left  came  off  at  the 
knee,  without  my  being  fenfible  of  drawing  one 
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fi  more  than  the  other,  tho’  certainly  I  did:  I  then 
h  drew  the  other  leg  as  gently  as  I  could,  till  I  had 
brought  it  out ;  I  joined  the  two  thighs  together, 

•  and  by  foftly  drawing  engaged  them  in  the  paf- 
.  fage  •,  I  wrapped  them  up  in  a  fine  cloth,  and  took 
hold  of  them  with  both  hands,  and  finifhed  by 
1  this  means  the  delivery^  in  which  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
;  ceive  what  I  fufFered  ;  fortunately  the  child  was 
fo  fmall,  that  I  don’t  think  it  was  above  leven 
months  old  ;  it  was  fo  rotten,  that  taking  hold' 
□  of  it  by  the  hand  to  raife  it  up,  it  remained  in 
■  mine,  and  the  little  body,  v/hich  could  not  be' 
r  very  heavy,  fell  down.  I  brought  away  a  pla- 
i  centa  as  (linking  and  rotten  as  the  child.  This 
I  poor  young  creature  bore  every  thing  with  the 
i  greateft  calmnels  and  refignation.  The  blacknels 
)  of  the  belly  reached  up  to  her  neck,  and  (he  died 
I  four  days  after,  mortified  all  over. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


i  Why  feveral  women  mifcarry  without  any  ma- 


nifejl  caufe. 


HO’  the  uterus  is  membranous,  and  de- 


1  figned  by  nature  to  ffretch  out,  to  contain 
one  or  more  children  ;  this  extenfion  happening 
allb  fometimes  upon  the  account  of  waters,  or 
any  other  foreign  body ;  yet  we  mud  not  imagine 
that  they  all  admit  of  the  like  extenfion.  If  this 
wont  go  down  with  reafon,  yet  experience  will 
juftify  it. 

Observation  CLI  Y. 

< 

A  young  woman  that  lived  two  leagues  off, 
having  reached  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy^ 
found  herfelf  ill,  as  (he  thought,  with  the  cholick. 


Her 
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Her  ‘mother  fent  for  me  in  hafte,  Jeafl:  iOfie  fhould 
be  in  labour^  as  fhe  really  was^  for  I  found  her 
brought  to  bed  of  a  child ^  five  months  old,  who 
was  fiill  alive  when  I  came.  As  the  'placenta  had 
followed  I'  left  her  to  the  care  of  her  mother. 

This  young  woman  being  again  with  child  fom.e 
time  after,  mifcarried  again  about  the  fifth  months 
•  and  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  had  not  time  to  let 
me  know  it.  She  came  off  as  well  this  time  as 
before. 

Being  a  third  time  with  child,  (he  was  exceed¬ 
ing  watchful  over  herfelf,  to  do  nothing  that  could 
forward  her  delivery,  I  bled  her  three  times  in  the 
fix  firfi:  naonths,  and  kept  her  to  a  very  regular 
moiftening  diet.  She  carried  her  child  to  the  fe- 
venth  month,  it  lived  but  a  few  days. 

Imagining  that  it  was  owing  to  her  regularity 
that  {he  carried  this  child  longer  than  ufual,  fhe 
refolved  to  be  {till  more  cautious  the  next  time  5 
to  that  effed:  I  bled  and  purged  her  twice,  after 
her  getting  up  from  this  lying-in.  I  repeated  the 
bleeding  as  foon  as  fhe  was  a  breeding,  and  kept  to 
it  every  month.  I  kept  her  to  a  cooling  moiftening 
diet,  not  fuffering  her  to  eat  any  thing  roafted,  or  to 
drink  any  ftrong  liquor :  whether  it  was  owing  to 
this  condud,  or  any  other  reafon,  fhe  was  not 
brought  to  bed  before  the  ninth  month,  and  her 
labour  was  eafy,  as  it  happened  •'To  twice  after 
this. 

But  being  with  child  again,  and  more  difor- 
dered  at  the  fifth  month,  than  fhe  had  been  at 
nine,  in  her  three  preceding  pregnancies^  fhe  was 
at  the  fixth  month  feized  with  labour  pains,  and 
die  waters  came  away,  fhe  fent  for  me,  and  I  de¬ 
livered  her  in  a  little  while  of  two  little  boys,  who 
were  alive,  but  died  foon  after.  I  afterwards 
brought  away  a  large  placenta,,  commoii  to  both 
children^  and  fiie  fgga  recovered.  . 


I  have 
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I  hr\p  feveral  times  fince  laid  her  of  one  child 
onl}  5  wnom  fhe  has  carried  her  full  time  without 
siny  inconvenience, 

I 

Reflexion. 

The  uterus  in  this  young  perfon  ‘was  too  hard, 
tough  and  folid  to  admit  of  an  extenfion  fufficienc 
to  contain  the  child  to  the  end  of  nine  months  *, 
when  its  contents  had  once  attained  a  certain  fize, 
they  began  to  caufe  pains,  which  ftill  kept  encreaf* 
ing  till  the  fibres  being  ftretched  beyond  their 
power,  a  ftimulus  was  bought  on  the  whole 
uterus,  and  this  caufed  it  to  contract  and  expel  the 
child,  which  was  the  caufe  of  it.  Her  carrying 
her  child  longer  in  her  third  pregnancy,  and  to  the 
full  time  in  the  three  next,  muft  be  ov/ing  to  the 
uterus  becoming  afterwards  fufceptible  of  a  further 
dilatation,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  able 
to  retain  mo  children  at  once  to  their  full  term. 

Observation  CL V, 

A  lady  that  lived  fifteen  leagues  off,  who  had 
always  good  labours,  without  any  bad  complaints 
during  her  pregnancy,  came  into  thefe  parts  with 
her  hufband,  about  fome  family  affairs.  Being 
with  child,  and  detained  longer  than  fhe  propofed, 
fhe  found  herfelf  fo  difordered,  that  after  having 
confulted  me  once  or  twice  by  letter,  fhe  delired 
me  to  come  to  her.  I  found  her  as  big,  and  rather 
bigger  than  fhe  ufed  to  be  at  her  full  time, 
and  much  more  difordered,  tho’  fhe  was  but  about 
the  end  of  the  fixth  month.  She  had  felt  very  vio¬ 
lent  pains  for  fifteen  days,  not  refembling  thofe  of 
labour,  but  as  if  her  belly  was  going  to  burff.  Ly¬ 
ing  on  her  back  with  her  knees  raifed,  her  belly 
appeared  to  me  hard  and  tenfe,  and  leaving  fo  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  fpace  to  the  ftomach,  that  flie  threw  up  the 
greatefl  part  ot  what  fhe  eat,  her  food  riot  having 
time  to  digeft.  Befides  her  child  ftirred  but  little, 
which  made  me  judge  that  Ihe  had  more  than  one. 
Fler  uterus  was  more  filled  at  five  months  and  a  half 
than  it  ufed  to  be  at  nine,  and  not  being  able  to 
bear  fo  great  an  extenfion,  it  fuffered  a  violent  un- 
cafinefs,  which  kept  encreafing  as  the  Contents  en- 
creafed.  As  fhe  wanted  three  months  or  there¬ 
abouts  of  her  time,  there  was  no  likelihood,  cori- 
fidering  the  fize  of  her  belly  and  her  continual  pains, 
that  fhe-  fhould  ever  go  her  full  time ;  but  being 
near  the  feventh  rnonth,  flie  had  no  feafon  to  be‘ 
uneafy,  delivery  at  this  time  not  being  more  dangerous 
than  at  nine.  1  bled  her  with  an  intent  to  take 
off  her  fulnefs,  and  prefcribed  her  reft.  Eight 
days  after,  I  was  fent  for  in  hafte,  but  before  I 
could  be  with  her,  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of  two 
children,  who  died  fome  hours  after.  The  lady 
did  very  well,  and  has  had  feveral  children  fince, 

,  but  one  only  at  a  time,  and  her  labours  have  always 
been  eafy. 

Reflexion. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  fufticient  to  fhow  that 
fome  wombs' will  dilate  to  a  certain  degree,  and  no 
further  ;  which  is  known  by  the  hardnefs  of  the 
belly  and  pains,  which  too  great  an  extenfion  muft 
caufe  to  the  nervous  fibres. 

The  little  motion  of  thefe  children  was  owing 
to  the  narrov/nefs  of  the  place  in  which  they  were 
confined.  / 


chap: 
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CHAP.  XX. 

/ 

T^hat  labour  pains  are  often  brought  on  by  other 

pains, 

WE  ought  to  be  thoroughly  fkilled  in  diilin- 
guifhing  lahoiir  pains  from  others,  that  we 
may  remedy  thefe,  which  othervdfe  might  bring 
on  the  firft,  pain  in  any  part  of  the  body  being 
able  to  do  it,  as  I  have  often  feen. 

Observation  CL VI. 

The  fevcnth  of  Auguft  1692,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
lady  tv/o  leagues  off,  who  was  very  near  her  time. 
I  found  her  ill  with  a  very  fharp  pain  in  her  fide, 
a  troublefome  cough  and  a  great  opprefiion,  but 
fortunately  without  any  fever.  Some  fiiarp  hu¬ 
mours  which  had  fallen  upon  her  lungs  and  pleura 
feemed  partly  to  caufe  thefe  complaints,  I  fay 
partly,  becauie  the  child  lying  too  high,  or  wind 
may  do  the  fame.  A  glyfter  was  given  her  im¬ 
mediately,  and  an  hour  after  1  rook  away  too  por¬ 
ringers  of  blood  ;  her  difficulty  of  breathing  lef- 
1  fened  by  degrees  as  well  as  her  cough,  and  the 
pain  file  had  in  her  breafl  fpread  itfelf  to  her  loins 
I  and  belly,  and  from  continual  came  on  only  by 

,  fits,  ending  after  this  manner  in  true  labour  pains, 

j.  v/hich  were  happily  over  four  hours  after  my  com- 

,  ing.  I  left  the  mother  and  child  very  well  con- 

:  fidering  their  fituationi 

.  Observation  CLVII. 

j  A  barber’s  wife  fent  for  me  the  fourth  of  Jam- 
\  ary  1687.  I  found  her  as  cold  as  ice,  with  a  violent 
I  loofenels  aud  exquifice  paiii  in  her  fide,  being  alfo 

F  very 
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very  near  her  time.  If  fhe  had  been  a  little 
ftronger,  and  not-fo  cold,  I  fhould  have  bled  her*, 
but  all  I  could  do  for  her,  was  to  bid  her  prepare 
herfelf,  as  fhe  would  foon  be  brought  to  bed,  mak¬ 
ing  no  doubt  but  labour  pains  would  follov/  thofe  of 
her  fide ;  this  furprized  her  very  much,  feeling 
none  in  the  lead  at  that  time,  but  notwithftanding 
this,  two  hours  after,  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
little  boy,  who  died  immediately.  She  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  ill,  but  the  great  care  I  took  of  her  and 
her  good  courage  faved  her  at  laft. 

Reflexion. 

There  was  fo  general  a  weaknefs  and  relaxation 
in  this  woman,  that  it  was  impofTible  but  that  the 
uterus  fhould  partake  of  it.  Had  fhe  been  ftronger 
I  fliOLild  have  given  her  fome  anodyne  glyflers. 

I  have  delivered  fome  women,  who  were  fo  ill 

as  to  be  only  able  to  make  figns  for  what  they  ' 

wanted,  and  w^ho  neverthelefs  have  recovered  to-  j 

aether  with  their  children  tho’  delivered  w^hen  i 

their  fenfes  were  quite  gone.  i 

•  *  I 

Observation  CLVIIL 

The  fecond  of  December  1699,  a  baker’s  wife  ' 
of  this  town  being  near  her  time,  fent  for  me.  ' 
She  had  a  mod  violent  pain  in  the  infide  of  her  ' 
right  thigh,  -from  her  groin  down  to  her  knee  *, 
the  diarpnefs  of  her  pain,  was  but  too  evident  . 
from  the  didortions  of  her  face.  I  fufpefted 
that  labour  might  have  fome  dtare  in  this.  I 
touched  her  and  found  the  waters  ready  prepar¬ 
ed,  they  came  away  half  an  hour  after,  and  the 
child  followed.  The  pain  went  off,  as  if  it  had 
been  taken  away  with  the  hand. 

Re- 
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Reflexion. 

?  • 

I  imagine  that  this  pain  proceeded  from  the 
round  ligament  being  affedled  by  feme  motion  or 
other,  caufed  in  the  iiierus  by  the  weight  of  the 
child. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

Of  the  pains  which  fucceed  delivery, 

WOMEN  fometimes,  notwithftanding  the 
due,  evacuation  of  the  lochia^  are  feized 
with  the  moft  dangerous  illnelTes,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  their  being  brought  to  bed. 

Observation  CLIX, 

The  third  of  December  1685,  I  delivered  a  wood¬ 
cutter’s  wife  a  league  off  this  town,  whofe  labour 
was  vei-y  lingering  and  laborious.  The  night  fol¬ 
lowing  her  hufband  came  for  me,  and  told  me  ilie 
was  very  near  being  choked  by  a  moil  violent  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  which  fhe  had  begun  to  com¬ 
plain  of  at  about  fix,  fhe  had  alfo  a  very  fharp 
pain  in  her  fide.  I  found  her  with  a  flrong  full 
pulfe,  tho’  the  lochia  had,  and  flill  came  down 
plentifully  :  I  made  no  fcruple  about  bleeding 
hetj  which  I  did  twice  in  five  hours,  it  carried  off 
the  pain,  and  reflored  her  to  a  free  refpiration- ; 
fo  that  fhe  rofe  up  as  foon  as  if  this  illnefs  had 
not  happened  to  her  at  all. 

Reflexion. 

Tho’  nature  did  much,  it  was  evident,  that  it 
was  not  fufficient  to  evacuate  all  the  humours,  with 

P  2  '  which 
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which  the  habit  of  body  of  this  woman  was  over¬ 
loaded. 


Observation  CLX. 

The  feventh  of  January  1698,  I  was  fent  for 
to  lay  the  wife  of  a  magiftrate  of  this  town, 
who  was  young.  I  found  her  with  pains  that 
were  flight  and  flow,  whereupon  I  told  her  that 
not  being  able  to  do  her  any  fervice,  I  might  go 
home,  but  flie  would  not  fuffer  me  to  do  it.  I 
fpent  the  night  there,  and  fhe  was  not  brought  to 
bed  till  the  next  day  at  noon,  after  a  very  painful 
labour^  which  lafted  fix  hours,  but  all  went  well  at 
lad.  I  bid  her  lie  quiet,  but  fhe  was  too  young 
and  airy  to  mind  what  I  faid.  She  no  fooner  be¬ 
gan  to  fweat,  but  fhe  put  her  hands  and  feet  out 
of  bed,  throwing  the  covering  afide,  which  by 
flopping  the  perfpiration  of  the  humours  which 
nature  threw  upon  the  flcin,'  raifed  a  very  high 
fever,  attended  with  a  cough,  pain  in  the  fide, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing,  tho’  the  lochia  came 
down  as  they  fhould.  I  began  by  taking  away 
two  porringers  and  half  of  blood  from  the  arm, 
and  fome  time  after  I  ordered  her  a  glyfler  of 
whey,  to  cool  and  refrefh  the  inteflines,  and  by 
that  means  abate  the  heat  fhe  was  in. 

Thefe  remedies,  together  with  a  fimple  decoc¬ 
tion  having  had  no  effedl,  I  was  forced  to  repeat 
them  the  next  day  but  the  diftemper  got  ground, 
fhe  was  always  forced  to  lie  on  her  ill  fide,  I  found 
myfelf  under  the  neceffity  to  repeat  the  bleeding, 
glyilers,  decoflions  and  emulfions.  I  bled  her  for 
fix  days  together,  without  any  abatement  of  the 
pain  till  the  fixth  day  at  night,  and  I  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  bleeding  her  every  other  day  till  the  fever, 
difficulty  of  breathing  and  pain  had  quite  left  her  ; 
which  did  not  happen  till  the  ninth  day,  when 

fhe 
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fhe  began  to  grow  better  and  better.  Her  lochia 
did  not  leave  her  all  the  while,  and  they  feemed 
rather  encreafed  by  thefe  frequent  bleedings,  which 
was  an  evident  fign  of  the  abundancy  of  humours, 
and  a  guide  to  me  how  long  to  continue  this  re¬ 
medy,  which  if  omitted  an  abfeefs  in  the  breaft 
would  certainly  have  enfued. 

Observation  CLXI. 

I  was  fetched  the  thirteenth' of  Ohlohcr  1700, 
to  a  young  woman  at  GoabeviUe^  three  leagues  off. 

I  found  her  with  flow  pains,  which  encreafed  in 
two  or  three  hours,  and  I  delivered  her  happily  of 
a  girl.  She  had  a  good  night,  and  I  left  her  the 
next  morning  in  very  good  health. 

Seven  days  after  I  was  again  fetched  to  her, 
upon  her  being  feized  on  the  fourth  day  with  a 
fhivering,  followed  by  a  very  high  fever,  pain  in 
the  fide,  and  great  opprefiion  at  her  breaft  ;  but 
,  the  exceflive  fweats  fhe  laid  under,  making  them 
hope  for  an  amendment,  hindered  them  from  fend¬ 
ing  for  me  fooner.  I  found  her  worfe  than  they 
had  been  able  to  tell  me,  v/ith  fuch  a  fluxion  and 
oppreffion  at  her  breaft  that  fhe  was  ready  to  be 
choked.  I  bled  her  four  times  in  three  days,  in 
both  arms,  which  eafed  her  refpiration  ;  but  the 
pain  in  the  fide  ftill  remaining,  and  her  cough 
bringing  up  purulent  matter,  I  gave  her  hydromel 
for  her  common  drink,  and  purged  her  gently, 
with  a  defign  to  carry  off  the  matter  which  was 
formed  in  the  lungs,  after  having  facilitated  its  ' 
coming  away  by  that  digeftive  and  deterfive  drink^ 
This  woman  had  fome  very  particular  cpniplaints. 
She  paflfed  the  day  pretty  eafy,  and  flept  fix  or 
feven  hours  in  the  night,  being  awaked  at  five 
in  the  morning  by  a  little  cough,  which  kept  cn- 
creafing  till  it  brought  up  a  little  purulent  fpittle, 

P  3  which 
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which  by  degrees  grew  more  in  quantity  till  at  laft 
it  came  pouring  fo  as  to  fill  three  large  napkins5 
after  which  fhe  was  free  from  the  cough,  fpitting 
and  opprefTion,  till  the  next  morning  at  the  fame 
hour,  when  the  fame  fcene  began  again ;  this  lafted 
for  three  months  after  which  thefe  complaints 
leffened  gradually  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  and 
then  went  off  entirely.  She  was  ill  twenty  months 
in  all,  reckoning  from  her  lying-in.  She  has  been 
quite  well  ever  fince. 

% 

Reflexion. 

The  matter  was  already  formed  when  I  came. 
The  evacuation  which  was  made  thro^^  the  mouth' 
proved  very  fortunate  to  her,  and  the  purge  which 
fhe  took  every  *  week,  by  carrying  off  the  hu¬ 
mours  another  way,  hindered  them  from  accumii^ 
fating  themfelves  in  the  lungs.  I  gave  her  after¬ 
wards  affe’s  milk,  and  at  laft  cow's  milk  mixed 
with  barley  water,  leafl  her  ftomach  fhould  not  be 
ftrong  enough  to  digeft  it  alone.  I  leffened  the 
proportion  of  the  barley  water  by  degrees  till  I 
gave  her  at  laft  the  milk  alone,  purging  her  be¬ 
fore,  during,  and  after  the  couffe. 

Observation  CLXII.  ; 

i 

The  wife  of  a  major  of  foot:  in  a  foreign  regi-  i 
ment  which  was  quartered  here  in  the  year  1692, 
finding  herfelf  ill  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  preg-  ' 
nanc)\  fent  for  me.  ’  I  found  her  wdth  very  brific 
pains,  I  told  her  that  delivery  would  put  an  end  to 
them,  but  this  ftie  would  by  no  means  believe,  till 
the  waters  came  away,  followed  by  a  dead  child. 

She  was  very  well  for  the  four  firft  days,  her  lochia 
which  flowed  as  well  as  if  fhe  had  gone  her  full 
time,  left  her  no  other  uneafinefs  but  the  thought 
. ^  '  ■  of 
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of  being  forced  to  keep  her  bed  fome  days  longer  ^ 
when  we  leaft  fufpedled  it,  a  fever  came  on,  her 
lochia  flopped,  her  belly  became  hard,  tenfe, 
fwelled  and  painful  j'  flie  was  alfd  fubjedl  to  va¬ 
pours  and  hyfterick  complaints.  As  I  often  faw 
her,  and  had  found  her  a  little  feverifh'in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  fee  all  thefe  complaints 
come  on  gradually.  I  ordered  her  an  em.ollient 
glyfter  immediately,  and  two  hours  after  it  was 
come  away,  I  took  away  two  porringers  of  blood  ; 
I  applied  on  her  belly  little  bags,  filled  with  emol¬ 
lient  herbs  and  feeds,  v/hich  I  kept  changing  as 
they  grev/  cold,  and  fhe  had  four  glyfters  a  day 
given  her  with  the  decodfion  of  them,  as  hot  as 
fhe  could  bear  them.  I  bled  her  again  the  fecond 
day  ;  the  third  kept  to  the  glyfiers  and  bags.  The 
fever  lefTened  at  night,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
complaints,  and  went  off  entirely  on  the  fourth. 
The  lochia  appeared  again,  but  in  fmall  quantity, 
as  it  was  a  mifcarriage  they  could  not  be  expefted 
to  be  in  fo  great  a  quantity  as  if  fhe  had  gone  her 
full  time.  She  got  up  again  in  three  weeks,  after 
having  been  purged  twice  •,  but  fhe  was  fome  time 
before  flie  recovered  her  ftrength. 

®  Reflexion. 

This  accident  was  occafioned  by. the  fhaking  of 
a  coach.  I  have  always  found  bleeding  the  rnofl 
fuccefsful  remedy  in  thefe  cafes. 

Observation  CLXIII. 

The'  twenty-firfl  of  January  1706,  I  delivered 
an  attorney’s  wife,  fhe  had  a  good  labour^  the  milk 
fever  was  over  in  five  days,  and  when  there  feemed 
nothing  to  be  feared,  fhe  Vvas  feized  with  a  fhiver- 
ing,  followed  by  an  extraordinary  heat ;  a  flux 

P  4  came 
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came  on  which  gave  her  forty  or  fifty  flools  in 
twenty-four  hours,  her  lochia  flopped  entirely,  her 
belly  was  hard,  tenfe  and  painful,  and  flie  had  no 
reft  at  nights.  I  bled  her  three  times  in  the  arm  in  , 
five  days,  kept  her  to  a  cooling  ptifan,  and  weak 
broth,  and  to  two  half  glyfters  a  day.  By  this* 
management  file  got  well,  fo  as  to  get  out  in  five 
)veeks. 

Reflexion. 

■  When  lying-in  women  are  attacked  with  a  loofe- 
nefs,  their  lochia  generally  flop  ;  but  whether  the 
flopping  is  owing  to  the  loofenefs,  or  theloofe- 
nefs  caufed  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  lochiay  I  am  not 
able  to  determine.  I  am  fomewhat  inclined  to  re¬ 
fer  both  to  the  fever,  which  rendering  by  its  heat 
the  humours  acrimonious,  and  they  being  dif- 
charged  upon  the  inteftines  ftimulate  them  and 
encreafe  their  periftaltick  motion,  whereby  the  ali¬ 
ments  being  hurried  downwards  undigefted,  there 
enfues  a  loofenefi,  and  at  the  fame  time  no  ne\y 
thyk  is  made  m  fupply  the  natural  evacuation. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Of  lame  and  crooked  women, 

Mr.  Pen  would  hardly  allow  any  women  to 
marry  that  labours  under  either  of  thefe 
indifpofitions :  but  this  would  be  hard  upon  themjj 
as  they  have  no  lefs  inclination  for  this  facrament 
than  others.  They  are  fubjedl  to  painful  and  lim 
gering  labours,,  and  fo  are  the  beft  made  women; 
but  this  is  not  owing  to  their  wrong  conformation^ 
fince  the  contrary  as  often  happens  to  them. 


Obse  r- 
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Observation  CLXI  V. 

The  marchionefs  of  ,  .  .  who  lived  twenty- 
five  leagues  off,  having  befpoke  me  to  lay  her,  I 
went  to  her  in  June  1698.  She  was  lame  by  the 
diflocation  of  one  of  her  hips,  which  had  happened 
to  her  in  her  infancy,  and  for  which  fhe  had  been 
ill  treated.  She  began  to  feel  fome  flight  pains  by 
eleven  in  the  morning,  which  continued  in  that 
manner  till  half  an  hour  after  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  they  encreafed.  I  found  the  child  in 
a  right  pofture,  the  waters  foon  came  away,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  child,  and  I  brought  away  the  pla-^ 
centa  immediately.  She  got  up  without  any  acci-c 
dent,  and  her  child  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

The  head  of  the  femur  when  diflocated  does 
not  lie  in  the  paflTage  of  the  bones,  fo  confequently 
can  be  no  hindrance  to  the  coming  forth  of  the 
child.  Lame  women  indeed  are  more  liable  to 
fall,  therefore  ought  to  be  very  much  upon  their 
guard  during  their  pregnancies. 

Observation  CLX  V. 

I 

!  An  officer’s  wife  five  leagues  off^  who  was  lame 
'  of  both  feet,  through  a  wrong  conformation  of  the 
j  parts,  and  from  thence  very  fubjedt  to  fall  down, 

I  being  v/ith  child,  took  fo  great  care  of  herfelf, 
that  fhe  had  no  fall,  and  went  happily  her  full 
time.  Perceiving  fome  of  the  forerunners  of 
delivery^  fhe  fent  for  me,  labour  came  on  foon 
after,  and  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  in  lefs  than  an 
hour. 


I 


Re- 
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Reflexion. 

The  parts  which  are  fubjedl  to  be  Jame  having 
no  relation  to  thofe  which  are  fubfervient  to 
vcry^  can  he  no  obftacle  to  it.  There  feems  to  be 
more  reafon  to  apprehend  this  in  crooked  women, 
becaufe  in  fome  the  fpine  bending  outwards  in  the 
middle  of  the  back,  projebls  otten  too  forwards 
towards  the  vertebrm  of  the  loins,  fo  that  the  dif- 
tance  between  the  qs  facrum  and  puhis  is  made  nar^ 
rower,  which  muft  make  delivery  very  difficult,  if 
not  impoffible.  But  you  muft  take  notice  that 
lame  or  ilraight,  high  or  low,  women  are  all  fub- 
jecl  to  this  inconvenience. 

Qbservation  CLXVI. 

A  lady  five  leagues  off  this  town,  very  much 
deformed  both  behind  and  before,  enjoying  a  very 
bad  fcate  of  health,  being  very  lean  and  fhort 
breathed,  upon  her  being  with  child,  refolved  to 
come  and  Jive  with  her  mother  in  this  town,  that 
^ffie  might  be  nearer  me.  I  promifed  to  give  her 
all  the  afliifance  in  my  power,  but  I  even  then 
defpaired  within  myfelf  of  ever  faving  her,  oonfir 
dering  the  many  indifpofitions  ffie  laid  under., 
Her  complaints  encreafed,  as  fhe  drew  nearer  her 
time,  and  betv/een  the  fixth  and  feventh  month 
ffie  had  fome  flight  pains,  of  which  ffie  gave  me 
notice.  I  immediately  judged  them  to  be  labour 
pains,  which  were  even  ftrong  enough  to  engage 
me’to  enquire  into  the  fituation  of  the  child,  I  felt 
its  head  through  the  membranes  and  waters,  which 
were  in  fmali  quantity,  it  was  very  foft,  which 
made  me  judge  that  the  child  was  very  fmali,  the 
waters  gathered,  and  foon  came  away,  and  the 
child  followed  in  lefs  than  an  hour.  It  was  very 

fmali. 
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fmall,  and  lived  eight  days  without  taking  any 

nourifhment.  The  chord  v/hich  was  very  weak 

✓ 

did  not  hinder  the  placenta  from  adhering  very 
firmly.  I  vv^ould  for  fear  of  any  accident,  have 
introduced  my  hand  to  loofen  it,  but  the  os  fa- 
(rum  and  pubis  were  fo  near  one  another  that  I 
found  it  impolTible  ;  thus  I  was  forced  to  make  ufe 
of  the  chords  encouraging  her  to  bear  downwards, 
to  blow  in  her  hand,  and  put  her  finger  down  her 
throat,  as  to  excite  vomiting,  by  thefe  means  I 
got  away  the  placenta  whole. 

She  got  up  again  *,  but  never  enjoyed  a  good 
ftate  of  health,  a  cough  came  on,  which  fell  upon 
her  lungs,  and  Ihe  died  fix  months  after  of  aia 
univerfal  dropfy. 

Reflexion. 

Had  this  woman  gone  her  full  time  (lie  never 
could  have  been  delivered,  betaufe  the  child  would 
have  been  too  big  to  come  through  j  it  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  its  finallnefs  that  flie  was  brought  to  bed 
fo  foon. 

She  died  dropfical  at  laff,  a  difiemper  which 
afthmatick  people  are  very  liable  to,  for  the  blood 
not  being  fufficiently  attenuated  in  the  lungs,  which 
in  this  woman  had  not  full  liberty  to  play,  and  oc- 
cafioned  her  frequent  refpiration,  it  eafily  turns  fe- 
rous,  and  being  afterwards  filtrated  by  the  glands 
of  the  fkin,  caufe  this  general  inundation. 

I  have  fince  this  woman  delivered  two  others 
in  the  fame  cafe,  and  both  ok  dead  children:  one 
of  them  died,  and  the  other  recovered  with  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty. 

Tho’  it  often  happens  that  this  ill  conformation 
of  the  back  is  continued  to  the  os  Jacrum^  whereby 
the  fpace  between  this  bone  and  os  pubis  is  too 
narrow  to  admit  a  full  grown  child  between  them, 

.  "  ^  which 
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which  puts  us  under  the  neceflity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Csefarean  operation  ;  yet  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  the  cafe,  and  I  have  delivered  fevera!  crook¬ 
ed  women  who  have  come  off  very  well.  The 
mofl:  (iraight  women  may  labour  under  this  wrong 
conformation,  and  it  is  the  ftraightnefs  of  this  paC- 
fage,  to  which  I  almoft  alone  refer  all  lingering 
labours^  and  often  thofe  againft  nature. 

A  particular  Observation. 

The  lixteenth  of  March  1714,  a  man  of  this 
town  came  to  defire  me  to  fee  his  daughter,  who 
had  been  ill  for  fome  days  of  a  pleuritic  fever,  in- 
ftead  of  which  I  found  her  with  labour  pains,  but 
,  fo  remote  from  one  another,  that  they  were  un¬ 
able  to  bring  forwards  the  head  of  a  very  little 
child,  who  was  engaged  in  the  paffage,  and  fo 
prefTed,  that  the  bones  of  the  head  rid  over  one 
another.  She  was  the  fmalleft  woman  that  I  ever 
faw,  and  all  her  extremities  were  deformed.  Thd 
meconium  came  away  in  great  quantity,  whence  I 
judged  that  the  child  was  dead,  the  mother  befides 
not  having  felt  it  fince  the  day  before,  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  was  fo  compreffed,  as  not  to  fuffer 
a  drop  of  urine  to  come  away,  whence  her  belly 
was  fo  fwelled  out  as  to  touch  her  chin,  fhe  was 
weak,  cold  and  almoft  without  any  puife.  This 
engaged  me  to  deliver  her  immediately,  which  I 
did  by  opening  the  cranium,  part  of  the  bones 
I  drew  away,  with  all  the  brain,  which  fo  leffened 
'  the  bignefs  of  the  head  that  I  extradfed  it  without 
much  trouble  ;  the  fhoulders  at  firft  feemed  to 
ffick,  without  my  being  able  to  Aide  my  fingers 
under  the  axillas,  becaufe  of  the  ftraightnefs  of 
the  paffage,  but  I  fucceeded  at  lafl:  by  taking  a 
great  deal  of  care,  for  fear  of  pulling  away  the 
head.  I  took  all  the  precaution  imaginable  after¬ 
wards 
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wards  to  manage  the  chord  which  was  very  fmali 
and  weak,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  bring  away  the 
placenta  without  breaking,  I  made  her  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  all  the  ufual  methods,  but  in  vain,  the  chord 
broke,  or  rather  loofened  away  at  its  root  from 
the  placenta.  The  paflage  between  the  bones  be¬ 
ing  too  narrow  to  admit  of  the  introdudion  of 
my  hand,  and  the  difficulty  of  this  extraclion  not 
depending,  as  is  ufually  faid,  on  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus,,  having  never  met  with 
any  obftacle  from  it,  whenever  I  have  been  able 
to  introduce  my  hand  between  the  bones  *,  I  was 
forced  to  truft  it  to  nature  which  expelled  it  in 
three  days  after,  without  its  being  corrupted  in  the 
ieaft,  and  the  mother  did  very  well,  contrary  to 
my  expedation.  Had  the  child  prefented  in  any 
other  pofture,  as  I  was  fure  of  its  death,  I  ffiould 
have  been  forced  to  let  the  mother  periffi  without 
help ;  had  it  been  living,  I  muft  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Csefarean  operation,  this  being  the 
only  cafe  which  requires  it. 

Reflexion. 

I  carefully  vifited  this  woman  every  day,  and 
conceived  no  fmall  hopes  from  finding  that  her 
belly  was  not  hard  and  painful,  and  that  fhe  was 
free  from  any  bad  fmell,  which  would  certainly 
have  befallen  her,  if  this  placenta  had  flayed  any 
longer,  as  it  happened  to  a  woman  of  the  pariffi 
of  Gourheville  whofe  placenta  flayed  behind  ;  I  was 
not  called  to  her  till  the  feventh  day,  it  w'as  then 
quite  corrupted,  in  fpite  of  the  many  remedies 
which  were  ordered  her  by  feveral  pliyficians  and 
furgeons,  who  had  negle(5led  helping  her  with  the 
-  hands  which  was  the  only  means  that  could  fuc- 
ceed,  the  child  who  was  very  large,  having  been 
but  a  little  while  in  coming  forth.  She  efcaped 

at 
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at  lad,  after  having  Iain  Jor  fix  weeks  under  the 
moft  intolerable  ftencli,  and  fhe  was  above  fix 
months  before  fhe  quite  recovered. 

Now  was  the  time  to  adrhinifter  to  her  all  thofe 
remedies  fo  much  boafted  of  to  expel  a  dead  child, 
or  a  placenta  left  behind  ;  but  tl^e  forrowful  confe- 
quences  which  have  befallen  fo  many  girls,  fof 
having  put  them  in  pradfice,  with  a  defign  to  rid 
their  wombs  of  what  they  contained,  nature  hav¬ 
ing  quite  funk  under  their  violence^  have  per- 
fivaded  me  to  abftain  abfolutely  front  their  ufe.  Be- 
fides,  I  am  fully  aifured  that  the  pains  of  labour 
depend  entirely  on  fome  adlion  peculiar  to  the  ute¬ 
rus^  which  no  remedies  can  bring  on,  as  the  im- 
pLilfe  of  the  blood  into  the  arteries  depends  upon 
the  heat,  and  the  expulfion  of  the  feces,  upon 
the  inteftines :  for  how  can  we  conceive  that  the 
virtue  of  thefe  fpecific  remedies  fhould  be  carried 
to  the  uterus  to  procure  there  the  expulfion  of  the 
'Child  and  placenta^  fince  they  can  arrive  there  but 
by  the  circulation  and  muft  confequently  have  fuf- 
fered  a  confiderable  alteration.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  dependance  to  be  had  on  glyfters  and 
emollient  fomentations,  when  the  belly  is  hard, 
tenfe  and  painful.  Injedfions  are  of  little  fervice 
as  they  don’t  penetrate  into  the  cavity  of  the  ute¬ 
rus^  it  being  impoffible  to  introduce  the  end  of  the 
pipe  into  it,. upon  the  account  of  its  being  clofed. 
They  miay  be  of  fervice  in  the  fiiwr  alhus^  which 
may  and  oftner  than  is  thought,  take  its  rife  in  the 
vagina^  and  in  gonorrhoeas,  which  are  always  feated 
there. 


Observation  CLXVII. 

A  lady  that  lived  two  leagues  off,  befpoke  me 
before  hand  to  deliver  her,  being  apprehenfive  that 
the  ill  make  of  her  body  fhould  expofe  her  to  a 

hard 
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hard  labour.  She  was  exceedingly  crooked  both 
before  and  behind,  and  very  much  deformed  in 
every  thing  elfe.  She  no ,  fooner  perceived  the 
lead  pains  but  (he  fent  for  me  in  a  hurry.  I  found 
her  with  flight  fliort  pains,  but  which  encreafed 
two  hours  after  my  coming,  and  came  on  fo 
brifldy  that  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  flout  boy  and 
placenta.,  intlefs  than  half  an  hour.  The  next 
day  I  left  both  mother  and  child  in  pretty  good 
health. 

Reflexion. 

This  woman  being  brought  to  bed  with  fo  much 
cafe 'was,  becaufe  the  inferior  vertebra  of  the  loins 
and  thofe  of  the  os  facrum^  inflead  of  bending 
forwards,  rather  bunched  outwards,  which  facili¬ 
tated  the  coming  away  of  the  child. 

This  woman  enjoyed  a  better  ffate  of  health 
than  that  before-mentioned.  However  they  all 
have  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  it  is  remarked, 
that  very  few  of  them  live  to  an  old  age.  1  never 
delivered  this  woman  (ince,  her  labours  having  al¬ 
ways  been  fb  expeditious,  that  they  had  not  time 
to  fetch  me. 

There  are  alfo  two  women  in  this  tov/n,  who, 
tho’  they  are  exceedingly  crooked,  are  almoft  al¬ 
ways  brought  to  bed,  and  of  large  children  too, 
before  I  can  poffibly  comie  to  them. 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

Of  two  children  at  a  birth. 

The  birth  of  two  children  may  be  as  natu¬ 
ral  as  that  of  one,  when  they  follov/  clofe 
after  one  another  ;  but  it  is  feldom  fo  fuccefsfu], 
the  fkill  of  the  furgeon  being  often  wanted  to 

make 
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make  up  the  defe6l  of  nature,  the  weaknefs  and 
exhaiifted  {late  the  woman  is  reduced  to  by  the 
length  of  the  firft  labour^  rendering  her  incapable 
to  help  the  coming  forth  of  the  fecond  child.  We 
often  meet  here  with  complicated  deliveries^  that 
of  the  firft  child  being  natural,  and  that  of  the 
fecond  lefs  natural  or  againft  nature,  or  contrary- 
wife.  It  happens  alfo  fometimes  that  the  firft  child 
the’  dead,  comes  naturally,  and  the  fecond  tho* 
living  and  hearty,  will  not  come  without  time  and 
labour ;  as  alfo,  the  firft  may  come  with  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  tho’  living,  and  the  fecond  tho* 
dead,  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  and  immediately 
after  the  firft. 

Observation  CLXVIII. 

The  nineteenth  of  January  1687,  I  was  fent  for 
to  an  attorney’s  wife,  who  had  been  in  labour  ever 
fince  the  day  before,  her  pains  were  fo  flow  and 
lafted  fo  little,  that  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  that 
induced  me  to  examine  into  the  fituation  of  the 
child,  till  about  two  hours  after,  when  they  began 
to  encreafe,  fo  as  to  make  me  expe(ft  a  quick  deli¬ 
very.  I  found  the  child  well  placed,  the  waters 
which  were  in  fmall  quantity  came  out  before  the 
child,  hanging  out  of  the  vagina  in  the  membranes. 
The  pains  encreafing,  the  child  came  away,  with¬ 
out  the  membranes  breaking,  its  head  was  fo  wTap- 
ped  up  in  them  that  it  had  been  choked,  if  I  had 
not  tore  them  away  immediately.  I  fought  after¬ 
wards  for  the  placenta.^  but  having  found  more 
than  an  ufual  refiftance,  I  fiid  my  hand  along  the 
chord  into  the  uterus.,  where  I  found  the  membranes 
and  waters  of  another  child  that  prefented  right. 
I  made  two  ligatures  between  the  chord  and  cut  it 
off  between  them,  then  waited  for  the  pains  to 
put  an  end  to  this  feegnd  delivery.  It  was  twenty 

hours 
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hours  before  they  returned,  and  the  woman  was 
fo  exhaufted,  that  I  doubted  feveral  times,  whether 
fhe  would  have  ftrength  to  go  through  with  it, 
but  fhe  did  at  lad:.  I  brought  away  a  large  pla¬ 
centa  belonging  to  both  children.  She  was  fome- 
time  before  fhe  got  quite  well. 


Reflexion. 

The  firfl  child  was  what  is  vulgarly  called  being 
born  with  a  cawl,  which  never  happened  to  me 
afterwards,  becaufe  whenever  the  membranes  hanged 
out  in  this  manner,  I  always  took  care  to  tear 
them  open. 


Observation  CLXIX. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  December  1689,  I  was 
fetched  to  lay  a  poulterer’s  wife.  The  child  was 
rightly  fituated,  the  pains  were  flrong  and  urging, 
and  yet  the  waters  did  not  gather.  Seeing  the 
child  fo  far  advanced,  I  began  to  think  that  they 
would  not  gather  at  all,  but  would  come  av/ay  af¬ 
ter  the  child,  or  that  they  were  in  fmall  quantity, 
tho’  fhe  was  exceeding  big.  The  pains  which 
kept  growing  ftronger  and  flronger,  and  came 
very  thick  upon  one  another,  made  ixie  exped:  a 
fpeedy  end,  which  however  did  not  happen  till 
after  twenty-four  hours  of  a  mod  violent  labour. 
It  was  a  large  boy,  who  was  very  weak  ;  the  pla¬ 
centa  followed  immediately,  with  abundance  of 
water :  as  I  was  thinking  of  nothing  but  putting 
her  to  bed,  flie  complained  of  new  pains,  going 
to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  them,  I  found  ocher 
waters  in  fmall  quantity,  which  came  away,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  very  little  boy,  the  whole  in  a  mp- 
ment  without  any  more  pain  but  what  I  mentioned. 
The  placenta  came  away  immediately/ 
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Reflexion. 

Tho*  T  found  no  waters  I  knew  they  were  not 
gone  off,  becaufe  the  woman  muft  have  perceived 
it,  and  I  knew  there  were  fome,  becaufe  the  child 
cannot  live  and  grow  in  the  uterus  without  them: 
but  the  child’s  head  often  clofes  the  -paffage  fo  ex- 
acftly,  that  the  waters  tho’  very  fubtle,  cannot 
find  room  to  come  down  and  facilitate  the  birth 
and  by  remaining  behind  they  hinder  the  uterus 
from  ading  fo  flrongly  upon  the  child,  during  its 
contradlions,  whereby  the  delivery  is  retarded. 

I  confefs  ingenuoufly  that  if  the  pains'  had  not 
followed  as  they  did,  I  fhould  not  have  thought 
of  this  fecond  child  *,  and  who  would  not  have 
been  deceived  in  it  after  a  long  labour^  plenty  of 
waters,  a  large  child,  and  one  placenta^  nnlefs  they 
follow  Peu^s  method,  who  after  almoft  every  deli¬ 
very  introduces  his  hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  ute¬ 
rus^  to  reftore  to  it  its  natural  form.  For  my  part 
I  cannot  approve  of  this,  for  tho’  lome  women 
bear  it  without  pain,  the  greateft  number  receive 
from  it  the  greateft  uneafinefs  upon  the  account  of 
the  contnfions  and  lacerations  thefe  parts  have  en¬ 
dured  either  from  the  too  frequent  touchings  of 
unfkilful  midwives,  or  from  the  extreme  largenefs 
of  the  child  *,  wherefore  I  never  put  this  in  prac- 
tice  but  in  extraordinary  cafes.  ' 

Observation  CLXX. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  January  1 690,  I  was  de- 
fired  to  lay  a  cobler’s  wife  in  my  neighbourhood. 

I  could  find  thro’  the  membranes  and  waters  which 
were  in  fmall  quantity  that  the  child  was  rightly 
fituated,  and  this  even  while  her  ftrongeft  pains  ^ 
were  on.  The  child  by  its  motions  appearing , 

ftrong ; 
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ftrong  and  hearty,  I  made  no  doubt  but  the  labour 
would  foon  be  over,  as  it  really  did  happen,  but 
contrary  to  my  expedation  the  child  was  dead, 
and  feemed  to  have  been  fo  for  fome  time  *,  I  im¬ 
mediately  brought  away  a  very  ill-coloured  placenta ; 

I  began  to  think  that  the  motions  the  mother  felt, 
and  which  were  very  apparent  to  us,  proceeded 
from  another  child.  I  palled  my  hand  into  the 
uterus^  where  I  found  other  waters,  and  the  head 
of  a  child  rightly  placed,  and  far  enough  advanced 
in  the  palfage  to  make  us  exped  a  fpeedy  delivery^ 
provided  the  pains  came  to  our  afTiftance  •, ‘which 
happened  immediately.  According  to  Mr.  Mauri^ 
ceauh  advice  I  tore  the  membranes  to  forward  the 
delivery^  by  letting  the  waters  out  i  but  unluckily 
this  contrivance  which  has  fo  often  fucceeded  with 
this  excellent  praditioner,  proved  fo  difadvantage- 
ous  to  me,  that  the  child  being  left  dry,  and  the 
pains  growing  fhort  and  flow,  Ihe  v/as  not  brought 
to  bed  till  twenty-four  hours  after,  of  a  feeble  dy- ' 
ing  child  *,  tho’  it  was  very  ftrong  before  my  open¬ 
ing  the  membranes  *,  it  recovered  neverthelefs ;  the 
mother  too  got  v/ell  but  not  of  fome  time.  I 
brought  away  a  fecond  placenta^  very  large,  but 
not  without  fome  difficultyi 

Reflexion* 

Tho*  in  general  it  is  not  advifable  to  touch  the 
woman  while  a  pain  is  on,  becaufe  the  waters  hin¬ 
der  us  at  that  time  from  making  ourfelves  certain 
of  the  fituation  of  the  child,  neverthelefs  when  the 
waters  are  in  fmall  quantity,  you  ought  to  touch 
during  the  pain,  at  which  time  the  child  is  much 
nearer  than  when  the  pain  is  going  off,  becaufe 
then  it  retires  upwards.  In  other  cafes  you  rnufl: 
be  mindful  to  touch  exadly  at  the  end  of  the  pain, 
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the  waters  retiring  then  and  giving  you  liberty  ta 
inform  yourfelf ;  if  you  was  to  flay  longer,  the 
child  would  then  be  retired  too  much  upwards. 

Observation  GLXXI. 

A  mafon’s  wife  being  with  child  the  firfl:  time, 
found  herfelf  no  ways  difordered,  befides  her  be¬ 
ing  heavy  and  unwieldy.  Labour  declaring  itfelf 
by  flight  but  frequent  pains,  fhe  fent  the  third  of 
July  169a,  to  defire  my  afiiftance.  The  pains  en- 
creafirtg  continually  and  being  very  urging,  I 
touched  her  and  found  the  child  well  fituated,  and 
the  membranes  ready  to  break,  which  happened  al- 
mofl;  inftantly.  I  delivered  her  of  a  flout  boy, 
but  finding  fome  refiflance  in  pulling  the  chords  I 
Aid  my  hand  along  it,  and  found  the  waters  of 
another  child,  who  prefented  right,  and  was  far 
advanced  in  the  paffage.  I  tore  away  the  mem¬ 
branes^  the  pains  encreafed  confiderably,  and  re¬ 
mained  on  her  above  an  hour,  without  producing 
any  effecl,  after  which  they  diminifhed,  fo  that 
the  woman  was  three  hours  without  any  ;  the  child 
alfo  not  making  its  motions  fenfible,  notwithfland- 
iiig  their  being  very  much  fo  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fecond  labour.  The  pains  having  come  on 
again,  encreafed  by  degrees,  and  became  at  laft  ■ 
exceeding  violent;  they  kept  on  fofor  three  hours,  ' 
when  at  laft  the  child  came  dead,  and  as  one  may  ' 
fay,  with  two  heads,  it  being  exceflively  fwelled  by 
its  being  fo  long  prefled  in  the  paflage,  tho’  it  was  : 
not  bigger  than  the  firfl.  There  was  but  one 
placenta  between  thefe  two  children,  which  being 
very  large,  proved  fpmewhat  difficult  to  bring 
away.  I  loofened  it  from  the  uterus  by  the  means 
of  the  two  chords.,  ufing  them  fometimes  both  at  a 
time,  fometimes  one  after  another,  but  when  it 
came  to  the  os  tincce  had  already  begun  to  I 

Glofc>.  \ 
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clofe,  I  found  it  impoflible  to  extract  it  without 
the  help  of  my  hand.  The  woman  was  very  ill, 
-but  got  over  it. 

•r-.  ^  » 

Ref  l  e-  X  I  o  K, 

It  has  been  my  condant  pradice  ever  after, 
when  I  have  found  a  fecond  child,  to  break  the 
membranes  and  feek  for  the  feet,  whatever  be  the 
fltuation  of  the  child,  tight  or  wrong,  it  being 
better  to  a6l  in  this  manner  tbati  to  expofe  the  v;o- 
raan  to  the  fatigue' of  a  fecond  labour.  It  is  not 
only  when  the  flacenia  belongs  to  two  children,  but 
alfo  when  it  is  a  fingle  one,'  that  we  are  forced  to 
help  its  extradfion,  the  uterus  con  trading  to  recover 
its  former  fliape. 

C  H  A  P.  XXIV. 

Of  births  which  may  he  ranked  among jl  the 
natural  and  unnatural  ones  too. 

WE  mufl:  remember  that  a  natural  delivery 
has  been  defined  that,  where  the  child 
comes  into  the  world  without  any  other  help  but 
that  of  nature,  whether  it  has  attained  the  age 
wherein  it  can  live,  which  is  from  feven  months 
to  nine  and  above,  or  appears  before  it  can,  which 
is  from  the  time  of  conception  to  the  feventh 
month,  which  kind  of  birth  is  what  we  are  to  treat 
of  here,  provided  this  happens  without  any  mani- 
feft  caufe  and  previous  accident,  and  in  which  cir- 
cumftances  I  have  laid  wornen  from  the  firft  to 
the  feventh  month.  This  may  fee m  a  repetition, 
but  it  is  not  the  lefs  ufeful,  fince  there  are  mea- 
fures  to  be  taken  in  thefe  births  v/hich  are  not  taken 
in  the  others, 

0^3  Qbs|:f- 
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Observation  CLXXII, 

The  twenty-fecond  of  "January  1689, 
of  one  of  my  brethren,  between  five  and  fix 
months  gone  with  child,  being  taken  ill  with  fome 
very  fharp  pains,  to  which  flie  gave  the  appellation 
of  cholick,  defired  me  to  come  and  fee  her.  I 
found  her  feized.with  pains,  v/hich  began  at  the 
navel,  and  ended  towards  her  lower  belly.  I 
made  no  fcruple  to  tell  her  that  all  thefe  things 
were  evident  figns  of  an  approaching  mifcarriage. 
As  I  had  delivered  her.  before,  flie  made  no  diffi¬ 
culty  to  let  me  fatisfy  myfelf.  I  afiured  her  that 
the  child  was  fo  near  that  fhe  would  be  brought 
to  bed  immediately,  as  flie  really  was  *,  and  tho* 
fhe  had  refledled  never  fo  much  upon  her  condudf, 
fhe  was  not  able  to  find  out  any  thing  that  could 
have  occafioned  this.  The  child  was  alive,  but 
died  an  hour  after.  She  was  fo  well  that  Ihe  could 
have  got  up  again  the  next  day,  and  the  like  ac¬ 
cident  never  happened  to  her  afterwards. 

> 

Observation  CLXXIII. 

The  feventh  of  February  1697,  the  wife  of  a 
bead-maker,  being  taken  ill  with  a  pretended  cho¬ 
lick,  which  would  not  give  w^ay  to  all  the  glyfters 
and  warm  liquors,  that  fhe  and  her  female  friends 
could  think  of,  was  forced  to  fend  for  me  the  fe- 
Gond  day.  As  fhe  was  between  four  and  five 
months  gone  of  her  time,  and  could  feel  her 
child  ftir,  and  no  manner  of  accident  having  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  that  could  forward  delivery^  fhe  was 
entirely  eafy  on  that  fcore,  and  I  am  ftrongly  of 
opinion,  that  had  fhe  been  treated  with  foft  glyf¬ 
ters  and  fome  anodynes,  as  oil  of  fweet  almonds, 
and  the  like,  thefe  pains  would  have  gone  off  j  but 

on 
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on  the  contrary  having  taken  ilrong  fharp  glyfters, 
with  hot  liquors,  inftead  of  calming  the  bile,  thefe 
I  remedies  ftirred  it  up  the  more,  and  brought  on 
gripings ;  fo  that  labour  pains  came  on,  before  I 
had  even  time  to  fix  upon  the  choice  of  any  re-  - 
,  medy,  Thefe  pains  keeping  encreafing  I  touched 
I  her,  and  found  the  waters  in  the  paflage,  which 
came  away  together  with  the  child  and  placenta ; 
the  child  lived  feveral  hours.  This  (hows  how 
cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  the  adminifiration  of 
remedies. 

j 

Observation  CLXXIV. 

The  eighth  of  September  1702,  the  marchionefs 
of  .  .  .  fent  for  me  in  a  hurry,  upon  the  account 
of  fome  grievous  cholick  pains.  As  &e  was  at  five  or 
fix  leagues  diftance,  I  came  too  late  to  be  of  any 
other  fervice  but  that  of  delivering  her  of  a  dead 
child,  to  whom  I  might  perhaps  have  procured 
the  grace  of  baptifm,  if  I  had  been  at  hand  to 
help  her  as  foon  as  fhe  was  taken  ill.  The  lady 
felt  no  bad  confequences  from  it,  neither  was  fhe 
able  to  guefs  by  what  accident  this  happened  to 
her.  The  child  tho’  dead  came  very  eafily,  the 
parts  being  well  difpofed  for  it,  which  is  not  al¬ 
ways  the  cafe. 

Observation  CLXX V, 

The  twenty-fixth  of  December  1711,  a  farmer^s 
wife  that  lived  a  quarter  of  a  league  off  this  town, 
being  taken  with  very  fharp  pains,  and  being 
about  two  months  and  a  half  gone  with  child, 
fent  to  defire  my  advice,  and  to  come  to  her  if  I 
thought  it  requifite.  I  went  immediately,  and  met 
by  the  way  a  man  that  came  to  haften  me.  I 
found  her  with  pains  ftronger  than  fhe  had  ever 
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had  in  any  other  labour^  even  at  the  titne  that  the 
child  comes  forth.  She  was  brought  to  bed  a 
Quarter  of  an  hour  after,  at  which  time  I  touched 
her  the  fecond  time,  without  finding  the  os  tinc^ 
more  dilated  than  the  firff,  not  being  able  to  intro¬ 
duce  my  finger,  with  the  end  of  which  I  could 
feel  the  little  membranes  with  as  much  water  as  was 
necelTary  for  a  child  of  this  bignefs.  The  whole 
came  away  together,  I  tore  open  the  membranes 
and  found  the  child  living,  I  chriflened  it,  tho^ 
it  was  no  bigger  than  a  cockfhafer,  but  twice-  as 
long.  Thefe  membranes  always  look  like  an  egg 
v/ithout  a  fhell,  you  may  fee  at  one  end  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  placenta^  which  end  always  comes  laft  be- 
caufe  of  its  thicknefs,  there  is  alw^ays  a  little  blood 
flowing  from  it.  This  figure  of  an  egg  proves 
very  plainly  that  the  membranes  hold  to  the  placenta^ 
or  rather  that  the  placenta  is  between  them  and  the 
uterus^  to  w^hich  they  adhere  very  {lightly  if  at  all, 
either  at  their  time  of  perfc6fion  or  any  other  *, 
wdierefore  w^e  may  pull  them  at  the  time  of  delivery^ 
without  any  ill  confeqiience. 

Observation  CLXXVL 

The  thirteenth  of  March  1707,  I  v/as  fetched 
to  a  pewterer’s  wife,  who  by  her  fhrieks  feemed 
to  lie  under  the  moft  violent  pains,  being  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  meek  patient  difpofition :  fhe  told  me 
that  \\zx>menjes  being  fuppreffed  for  a  fortnight, 
after  a  very  plentiful  evacuation  fix  weeks  before, 
was  the  occanon  of  her  illnefs.  The  fharpnefs  of 
her  pains  perluaded  me  that  fhe  w^as  in  labour^  and 
tho’  fhe  affured  me  of  the  contrary^  her  hufband 
having  been  with  her  but  two  days  for  five  weeks 
paft,  I  infifced  upon  touching  her,  to  which  fhe 
Gonfented,  and  I  brought  away  with  my  finger  a 
little  egg  without  ilicll,  betwixt  the  bignefs  of  a 

pigeon’s 
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pigeon’s  and  an  hen’s  egg.  I  opened  it  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  found  in  it  a  fains  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
bee,  in  which  we  could  remark  a  little  head,  but 
all  the  other  parts  were  fo  confufed,  that  it  was 
mere  guels  work  :  a  microfcope  would  have  been 
of  great  fervice  to  me,  to  unravel  them.  There 
followed  as  great  an  evacuation  of  blood,  as  if  fhe 
had  gone  her  full  time,  and  fhe  was  no  lefs  difor- 
dered  than  in  her  former  lyings-in.  She  never 
could  find  out  the  occafion  of  this  accident,  no 
woman  living  more  quietly  in  her  family,  and  her 
hufband  too  being  away. 

Women  being  often  miflaken  as  to  the  time  of 
their  being  got  with  child,  it  is  hard  to  determine 
precifely  what  is  the  bignefs  of  a  fatus  at  any  par¬ 
ticular  time  \  for  a  reafon  which  I  lhall  mention  at 
the  end  of  this  chapter,  a  fatus  five  or  fix  weeks 
old  cannot  be  bigger  than  a  large  bee,  which  is 
confirmed  by  thofe  little  embryo’s  which  Mauriceau 
found,  no  bigger  than  a  grain  of  wheat  or  hemp 
feed,  wrapped  up  in  membranes  like  a  pigeon’s  egg, 
with  their  waters  *,  which  mud  have  been  the  firft 
beginnings  of  thefe  fatus^s^  there  being  the  fame 
difpofidons  in  thefe  as  in  larger,  they  differing  bu^: 
in  the  more  or  lels,  according  to  the  time  nature 
had  been  at  work  with  them  for  falfe  conceptions 
are  never  found  in  a  fo.rc  of  eggs  without  fheils, 
with  waters  and  the  reft. 

Thefe  little  fatus^s  coming  avv^ay  wrapped  up  in 
their  membranes ,  is  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the 
veflels  by  which  they  are  faftened  to  the  uterus^ 
which  are  not  able  to  bear  its  contra6lions  without 
breaking  \  but  when  thefe  veffels  are  ftrong  enough, 
the  membranes  break,  the  waters  and  the  fatus  come 
away,  and  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  which  was  di¬ 
lated  but  little,  and  contrafts  immediately,  makes 
it  very  laborious  for  the  operator  to  bring  away 
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the  placenta^  being  often  forced  to  truft  to  natufcr 
for  its  expuliions. 

Reflexion. 

Some  authors  are  of  opinion  that  a  mifcarriage 
happening  once,  endangers  the  like  afterwards ; 
when  it  does  fo ;  it  muft  be  owing  to  the  unapt- 
nefs  of  the  uterus  to  dilate  fufficiently :  but  the 
contrary  often  happens. 

I  have  often  feen  exceeding  fmall  children  caufe 
extreme  pain,  and  not  come  forth  but  after  a  very 
lingering  labour^  which  is  owing  to  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus  being  more  folid  at  this  time  than  when 
a  woman  has  gone  her  full  time,  and  confequently 
harder  to  be  dilated,  which  ought  to  make  us  cau¬ 
tious  in  drawing  out  thefe  little  children  by  the 
feet,  lead  we  leave  their  heads  behind,  their  necks 
alfo  being  very  tender ;  for  this  reafon,  in  draw¬ 
ing  out  the  child,  in  the  174th  obfervation,  in- 
dead  of  putting  a  finger  in  the  mouth,  as  I  gene¬ 
rally  do,  I  Aid  it  over  its  head,  w^hich  was  neither 
large  nor  long,  and  brought  it  out  that  way ;  the 
whole  was  over  in  fix  minutes. 

The  os  tinc^e  not  being  fufficiently  dilated,  in  the 
175th  obfervation,  the  fmall  body  which  the  uterus 
did  contain,  not  requiring  a  greater  dilatation, 
was  what  hindered  me  from  introducing  my  finger 
far  enough  to  difcover  what  was  coming,  till  nature 
worked  it  out  farther,  I  then  extraded  a  mem¬ 
branous  body  no  bigger  than  a  turkey’s  egg  hav¬ 
ing  tore  it  open,  1  found  that  the  chords  which  was 
no  bigger  than  a  flaxen  thread  was  broke,  one  end 
holding  to  the  navel,  the  other  to  the  infide  and 
middle  of  this  membrane^  which  part  was  much 
thicker  than  any  other,  and  on  whofe  outfide, 
where  the  placenta  feemed  to  be  forming,  one  might 
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remark  a  little  grumous  blood  ;  at  the  other  end, 
which  was  merely  membranous,  one  could  fee  the 
arms,  fore-arms,  hands,  thighs,  legs  and  feet,  the 
whole  very  fmall :  it  was  plainly  a  boy.  I  could 
remark  that  the  membranes  were  faftened  to  the 
placenta^  and  this  to  the  uterus^  without  the  mem¬ 
branes  themfelves  being  faftened  to  it;  which  lliows 
us  that  whenever  we  are  forced  to  bring  away  the 
place7tta  firft,  we  may  do  it,  without  being  appre- 
henfive  of  any  thing  from  thefe  membranes. 

The  fmallnefs  of  this  child  inclines  me  to  think 
that  Ihe  was  but  two  months  gone  of  her  time, 
having  reckoned  from  the  time  that  her  menfes  lafl 
appeared,  whereas  fhe  might  not  be  got  with  child 
of  a  fortnight  after.  The  head  was  the  largefb 
part,  and  I  could  remark  nothing  diftindin  it,  be- 
fides  the  place  of  the  mouth  and  eyes,  there  were 
no  bones  formed  yet,  but  only  a  matter  proper  to 
produce  them.  The  laft  woman  was  certainly 
right  in  her  reckoning,  and  the  child  muft  have 
been  five  weeks  old,  her  hufband  not  having  been 
concerned  with  her  fince  that  time,  and  then  after 
a  very  great  evacuation,  which  puts  it  paft  doubt. 
The  embryo  was  no  bigger  than  a  fmall  bee,  I 
could  remark  nothing  but  a  fort  of  feparation  be¬ 
tween  two  lumps,  one  of  which  being  fmaller  and 
fhorter,  I  took  to  be  the  head.  I  could  not  find 
any  chord.,  which  muft  have  been  fo  fmall  as  to  be 
imperceptible,  tho’  I  make  no  doubt  of  there  be^ 
ing  one,  that  part  of  the  membranous  body  which 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  uterus  being  thicker  and 
the  great  effufion  of  blood  that  the  woman  under¬ 
went  afterwards,  proves  that -it  was  faftened  to  it, 
contrary  to  Harvey^s  opinion,  who  fays  that  a  child 
three  months  old  has  no  placenta  ;  he  fays  alfo, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  uterus  for  the  firft  month 
that  a  woman  has  conceived  ;  but  it  is  contrary  to 
good  fenfe  and  reafon,  to  imagine  that  this  mem¬ 
branous 
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branous  body  with  its  contents,  could  have  attained 
to  this  bignefs  in  four  or  five  days  time.  Nature 
certainly  applies  herfelf  to  this  great  work  the  very 
firft  day  of  conception.  I  believe  this  little  em¬ 
bryo  was  alive,  but  in  fpite  of  all  my  care  I  could 
not  difcover  it. 

As  a  foetus  grows  larger,  it  encreafes  the  fafter 
in  proportion,  getting  more  in  bulk  during  the 
two  laft  months  than  in  four  before, 

✓ 

CHAP.  XXV. 

Of  the  remedies  given  to  forward  delivery. 

TH  E  antient  phyficians  and  furgeons  who 
were  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the  hands 
in  deliveries^  fet  about  finding  out  remedies  that  could 
bring  it  about  with  lefs  time  and  labour  *,  confider- 
ing  the  virtue  which  hyfterick  remedies  have  of 
opening  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus^  and  bringing  nar 
ture  back  to  its  ufual  courfe,  they  fancied  that  their 
efficacies  would  be  as  great,  in  ridding  nature  of 
what  was  burthenfome  to  her,  by  expelling  the 
child  out  of  the  uterus  in  lingering  labours.  The 
moderns  alfo  have  given  into  this  method;  but  its 
ufeleffnefs  will  plainly  appear  by  the  following 
cafes. 

Observation  CLXXVII. 

A  famous  man-midwife  of  this  town,  had  a 
powder  which  was  counted  wonderful,  to  bring  on 
labour  pains  and  forward  delivery^  it  was  compofed 
of  galbanum,  myrrh,  favine,  rue,  and.  the  like, 
its  dofe  was  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  in 
a  lingering  cafe,  after  the  operation  of  this  re¬ 
medy,  which  for  the  generality  left  women  in  the 
fame  date  they  were  in  before,  he  made  ufe  of 

his 
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his  crotchet,  which  was  an  infallible  expedient. 
The  furgeons  of  this  country  made  a  very  barba¬ 
rous  ufe  of  it,  having  no  other  means  at  that  time 
to  help  women  in  preternatural  cafes,  being  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  the  hands.  This  operator 
was  fent  for  to  a  lady  who  had  been  in  labour  for 
three  days,  he  propofed  to  her  a  dofe  of  his  pow« 
der,  which  fhe  agreed  to  very  willingly,  with  the 
hope  of  being  foon  brought  to  bed  ;  but  unluckily 
not  having  brought  any  with  him,  he  was  forced 
to  go  back  for  fome  5  and  the  lady  was  delivered 
juft  as  he  was  entering  into  the  room,  to  make  her 
take  it.  What  a  glory  would  have  accrued  to 
the  powder,  if  the  delivery  had  happened  but  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  later  ! 

This  noted  man  was  called  to  two  other  women 
of  my  acquaintance,  whofe  labours  were  like  this, 
but  had  a  different  iffue.  He  gave  them  his  pow¬ 
der,  but  feeing  a  whole  day  pafs  without  any  effedf 
being  produced,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  crotchet, 
with  which  he  foon  put  an  end  to  the  work. 


Observation  CLXX VIIL 


A  gentleman  that  lived  upon  his  eftate,  without 
being  willing  to  pradtife  furgery,  tho^  he  had  ferv^ 
ed  his  time  to  it,  and  had  once  pradlifed  it  not  only 
in  France^  but  alfo  in  Italy  and  feveral  other  places 
abroad,  told  me  once  as  we  were  a  difcourfing  to¬ 
gether,  that  he  had  an  infallible  remedy  to  caufe 
a  woman  to  be  delivered  immediately,  tho’  her 
labour  had  been  never  fo  lingering,  and  that  he  had 
the  experience  of  it  feveral  times  that  this  fecret 
had  been  communicated  to  him  by  an  Italian^  un-, 
der  oath  of  never  difcovering  it  to  any  body.  He 
was  furprized  to  fee  that  I  fhowed  no  manner  of 
defire  of  knowing  this  remedy,  which  niuft  have 
been  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  my  profeffion. 

Happening 
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Happening  to  marry  afterwards,  and  his  wife 
being  in  labour^  he  difcovered  to  me  this  fecret, 
which  was  half  an  ounce  of  borax  in  any  liquor  ; 
but  it  proved  ineffedlual,  tho’  repeated  feveral  times 
during  four  days  that  Ihe  remained  in  labour.  The 
child  died  a  moment  after  it  was  born,  and  the 
mother  was  very  near  doing  the  fame. 

Observation  CLXXIX. 

As  I  was  at  Caen  to  lay  a  lady  of  note,  an  old 
furgeon  of  the  place,  a  fkilful  and  underftanding 
man,  told  me  that  he  had  been  lately  called  to  a 
woman  who  had  for  fome  days  very  flow  pains :  as  the 
child  was  well  fituated,  he  gave  her  an  infufion  of 
three  ounces  of  fenna  in  the  juice  of  a  fliarp  orange, 
to  bring  on  pains  and  promote  delivery^  which  hap¬ 
pened  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  *,  but  the  woman 
died  almofl;  immediately. 

Reflexion. 

Is  it  not  likely  that  this  potion,  by  harrafling 
this  woman  who  was  already  almofl:  fpent,  might 
have  contributed  to  her  death,  and  rather  retarded 
the  delivery  by  weakening  her,  than  promoted  it 
twelve  hours  after  it  was  taken,  which  mufl:  have 
been  above  eight  hours  after  its  effedt ! 

Observat  ion  CLXXX. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  July  1688,  a  carpenter’^s 
wife,  having  fix  times  before  had  labours  which  had 
lafled  her  three  days,  being  taken  ill  the  feventh 
time,  fent  for  me.  I  found  the  waters  beginning 
to  gather,  and  the  child  well  fituated  *,  but  feeing 
nothing  that  evening,  but  what  I  had  feen  in  her 
former  deliveries^  I  bid  the  nurfe  let  me  know 

when 
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when  certain  complaints,  which  I  explained  to  her, 
Ihould  come  on,  and  I  returned  home.  I  infufed 
three  grains  of  fenna  in  a  glafs  of  water  tipon  the 
afhes,  {trained  it  in  the.  morning,  and  carried  it 
along  with  me  to  my  patient,  whom  I  found  juft 
as  I  had  left  her.  I  fqueezed  the  juice  of  a  fharp 
orange  in  this  infufion,  and  gave  it  her;  it  caufed 
her  fome  cholick  pains,  as  thefe  potions  generally 
do  ;  fhe  went  three  times  to  ftool,  and  found  her- 
felf  afterwards  the  fame  as  fhe  was  before  the  tak¬ 
ing  it,  and  as  ufual  was  not  brought  to  bed  till  the 
third  day,  which  was  above  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  effed  of  this  remedy. 

Observation  CLXXXL 

The  eighteenth  of  1692,  a  gardener’s  wife 

whom  I  had  laid  feverai  times,  and  whofe  labours 
had  always  been  lingering,  being  taken  with  labour 
pains,  fent  for  me  by  feven  in  the  morning.  I 
put  three  ounces  of  fenna  in  a  glafs  of  v/ater,  and- 
juft  boiled  it,  I  ftrained  the  infufion,  and  added 
the  juice  of  a  fharp  orange.  I  found  when  I 
came  that  the  waters  were  gone  off,  the  child  pre- 
fenting  right,  and  the  pains  ftrong  enough  to  ex¬ 
pert,  that  with  the  lead  help,  the  labour  would 
ibon  be  over.  I  gave  her  the  potion,  it  brought 
on  fevere  gripings,  quite  different  from  labour  pains, 
which  were  followed  by  feverai  ftools.  I  had  time 
to  go  to  bed  that  night,  and  I  did  not  return  be¬ 
fore  morning,  when  I  delivered  her  at  about  eight 
o’clock,  after  the  moft  violent  pains  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  and  twenty-four  hours  after 
taking  this  potion,  which  is  fo  much  extolled  by 
Mauriceau, 

Re- 
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Reflexion. 

A  woman  after  having  been  a  long  while  in 
hour  wants  things  to  recruit  her  fpirits,  whereas 
thefe  purging  potions,  bleedings  and  glyfters  have 
an  effecd:  directly  contrary,  upon  which  account, 
I  entirely  abftain  from  them^  looking  upon  them 
as  pernicious. 

CHAP.  XXVL 

Of  the  little  fervice  ’which  glyfers  do  to  a 

man  in  labour. 

Authors  advife  gly iters  at  this  time  for 
two  reafons :  to  excite  pains ;  and  empty  the 
redtum  of  any  hardened  excrement,  w^hich  might 
be  fome  obftacles  to  the  coming  forth  of  the  child. 
I  have  always  found  that  the  gripings  occafioned 
by  glyfters,  are  very  different  from  thofe  pains 
which  caufe  delivery  ;  thefe  adting  only  on  the 
rus  and  parts  fubfervient  to  it,  and  the  others  only 
on  the  inteflines,  whereby  a  woman  is  tormented 
without  receiving  any  benefit  from  it. 

Let  the  frees  be  never  fo  hardened  in  the  in- 
teftines,  they  cannot  refift  the  violence  of  the 
throws  of  a  woman  in  labour  ;  but  fuppofe  they  did 
not  yield  to  them,  you  need  only  mind  after  what 
manner  the  head  of  the  child  comes  down  into 
the  pelvis^  and  advances  into  the  vagina^  to  be 
affured  that  it  will  pufh  forwards  any  thing  that  is 
contained  in  this  intefline,  let  its  confidence '  be 
what  it  will :  this  is  a  truth  no  body  can  call  in 
queftion,  without  ftanding  againfl:  both  experience 
and  reafoiL 

Befides, 
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Befides,  women  are  expofed  by  them  to  a  great 
deal  of  inconvenience  and  naflinefs,  being  forced 
to  be  continually  upon  the  clofe  ftool,  and  each 
pain  forcing  out  whatever  is  ready  to  come  away, 
even  againif  their  will.  Glyfters  too  occaiion  the 
piles,  which  women  in  labour  are  already  but  too 
much  fubjedl  to. 

Glyfters  are  certainly  of  very  great  fervice  the 
whole  time  of  pregnancy^  and  when  labour  is  threat- 
ning  to  come  on,  even  tho’  a  woman  fhould  be 
pretty  lax,  as  by  emptying  the  inteftines,  they 
keep  a  woman  clean  during  the  time  of  labour:  but 
when  the  child’s  head  is  once  come  down  into  the 
pelvis^  the  introduction  of  the  remedy  is  painful, 
without  any  benefit  accruing  from  it. 

For  the  generality  the  furgeon  is  ignorant  of 
v/hat  retards  the  delivery^  to  what  purpofe  then  ad- 
miniftring  glyfters.^  can  they  unloofen  a  child  that 
is  held  fail  in  the  uterus  by  the  navel-ftring?  and 
thus  in  feveral  other  circumftances. 

CHAR  XXVII. 
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GJ'  the  ufe  of  fome  other  liquors  given  hrjcardly\ 
and  of  fome  topical  applications  to  protnote 
delivery, 

I 

MONGST  the  fpirituous  liquors  vdiich  are 
given  to  promote  delivery^  flag’s  head  water 
and  Carmelite  water  hold  the  chief  rank  ,  as  does 
among  the  topical  applications,  the  eagle-ftone. 
It  is  faid  to  have  the  virtue  when  hung  to  the  neck, 
to  prevent  mifcarriage  in  fpite  of  any  blow,  tali 
or  any  accident,  and  to  raife  the  child  higher, 
when  it  bears  too  much  downwards,  and  is  uneafy 
by  its  weight;  as  alfo  to  promote  by  being 

tied  to  the  thigh.  You  may  judge  of  their  worth 
by  the  following  obfervations, 

R 
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2^2  A  general  T^reatije^  of  Midwifrt, 
Observation  CLXXXII. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  OUober  1706,  a  lady  that 
lived  fix  leagues  off,  who  was  of  a  fearful  uncafy 
difpofition,  feemed  fomewhat  cheared  up  by  my 
prefence  *,  but  Ihe  was  ftill  more  fo  at  the  receipt 
of  a  flafk  full  of  flag’s  head  water,  which  the 
Paris  ladies  had  afTured  her  had  a  wonderful  efFed 
in  facilitating  delivery.  As  I  am  perfuaded  that 
there  is  nothing  hurtful  in  this  water,  I  fuffered 
her  to  take  it  as  foon  as  fhe  found  herfelf  ill,  the 
too  early  coming  away  of  the  waters,  together 
with  flow  pains,  and  the  child  prefenting  right, 
tho’  ftill  very  high,  alluring  me  that  fhe  was  in  la¬ 
bour.,  which  lafted  above  twenty-feven  hours,  not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  ufe  of  this  water,  with¬ 
out  my  being  able  to  perceive  that  it  had  any  other 
effed:,  befides  giving  her  a  great  diflike  to  every 
thing  fhe  took. 

Observation  CLXXXIII. 

The  twelfth  of  September  1707,  a  lady  twenty- 
two  leagues  off,  whom  I  went  to  deliver,  took  Se¬ 
veral  dofes  of  Carmelite  water,  having  a  great 
faith  in  it*,  but  the  fharpnefs  and  violence  of  it, 
caufed  fuch  an  irritation  in  her  throat  and  flomach 
that  a  vomiting  came  on.  I  thought  that  by  put¬ 
ting  a  fpoonful  of  it  among  fome  broth,  its  irritating 
quality  would  be  lefTened  by  its  parts  being  more  re¬ 
moved  from  one  another,  without  loflng  any  thing 
of  its  efficacy  ;  but  my  precautions  proved  ufelefs ; 
Ihe  was  forced  to  leave  it  off  *,  and  her  labour  lafled 
above  eighteen  hours  with  the  mofl  violent  pains. 
Tho’  fhe  had  taken  feveral  times  of  this  water 
when  her  labour  firfl  came  on,  fhe  did  not  begin  to 

vomit 
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Vomit  till  five  or  fix  hours  after.  Neither  of  thefe 
ladies  ever  took  any  of  thefe  waters  afterwards,  tho® 
I  have  delivered  them  feveral  times  fince. 

Observation  CLXXXIV. 

The  marchionefs  of  .  .  .  that  lived  Falaife 
twenty-feven  leagues  off,  whom  I  was  with,  to  lay 
her  of  her  firfl;  child,  had  carefully  wore  an  eagle- 
ftone  hung  at  her  neck,  the  whole  time  of  her 
•pregnancy.  The  pains  came  on  fo  luddenly  that  I 
had  hardly  time  enough  to  make  up  the  little  bed 3 
and  they  never  thought  of  taking  off  the  ftone 
from  her  neck,  to  tie  it  to  her  thigh.  A  lady 
who  was  prefent,  and  who  was  the  owner  of  this 
ftone  was  very  much  furprized  to  find,  that  not- 
withftanding  its  virtue  in  keeping  up  the  child  and 
hindering  it  from  falling  downv/ards,  it  was  come 
forth  fo  fuddenly.  She  would  fain  have  attributed 
the  whole  honour  of  it  to  me,  which  v/as  due  to 
nature  only. 

Observation  CLXXXV. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  May  1703,  things  had 
quite  a  different  iflue  v/ith  a  neighbour  of  hers, 
where  file  was  with  her  eagle-ftone.  When  I  came 
to  her,  the  ftone  had  already  been  taken  off  her 
neck  and  tied  to  her  thigh,  notwithftanding  which, 
her  labour  lafted  above  twenty-four  hours,  though 
her  pains  were  exceeding  ftrong  and  frequent, 
which  is  all  we  can  defire  to  put  a  fpcedy  end  to 
delivery. 

Reflexion. 

Thefe  waters  being  of  a  fpiritiious  nature  may 
\  be  of  fervice  to  fome  women,  when  their  fpirits  are 

R  2  exhaufted 
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exhaufted  by  a  lingering  labour^  but  we  muft  be 
iparing  in  their  ufe,  for  fear  of  railing  a  fever  af¬ 
terwards  \  if  there  is  any  flooding,  we  mufl:  entirely 
lorbear  them. 

Topical  remedies,  tho’  ineflicacious  in  themfelves, 
may  accidentally  prove  ferviceable :  as  for  example, 
if  a  pregnant  woman  feels  any  weight,  or  has  any 
flight  lofs  of  blood,  through  any  blow  or  hurt  (he 
has  received,  knowing  the  confequence  of  this, 
Ibe  grows  uneafy,  her  mind  is  difturbed,  the  cir¬ 
culation  is  encreafed  thereby,  and  the  blood  hurries 
on,  which  puts  her  in  danger  of  mifcarrying  *,  now 
if  fhe  has  any  confidence  in  any  topical  application, 
her  fpirits  will  be  calmed,  and  the  circulation  re¬ 
cover  its  ufual  mildnefs. 

Observation  CLXXXVL 

The  nineteenth  of  December  1712,  I  was  four 
leagues  off  Avranches  to  deliver  a  lady,  whofe  la^ 
hour  had  declared  itfelf  by  pains,  flrong  enough  to 
make  us  expe6f  a  fpeedy  delivery^  the  child  was 
rightly  fituated,  and  the  waters  ready  to  come 
away,  when  they  took  it  into  their  heads  to  give 
her  two  fpoonfuls  of  honey  water  in  a  little  wine  ; 
its  ftrong  fmell  fo  difturbed  her  fpirits,  that  fhe 
had  the  vapours  for  above  two  hours,  with  feveral 
flnvcrings,  and  the  pains  went  quite  off.  By  the 
means  of  feveral  cups  of  broth  and  fome  fpoonfuls 
of  wine,  her  pains  returned  at  laft,  and  fhe  was 
happily  brought  to  bed  ;  yet  the  vapours  did  not 
leave  her  entirely,  though  they  were  in  a  lefs 
degree. 

Observation  CLXXXVIL 

The  fourth  of  February  1714,  a  young  woman 
of  this  town  being  in  a  fine  labour^  and  juft  ready 

to 
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to  bring  forth  her  child  ;  one  of  thofe  goffips  who 
will  be  bufy  in  every  thing  tho’  they  know  nothing, 
gave  her  a  fpoonful  of  carmelite  v/ater,  to  keep  up 
her  ftrength,  as  hie  laid,  which  was  not  exhauhed 
in  the  leaft.  She  v/as  immediately  feized  with  a 
terrible  fever,  and  an  infatiable  thirff.  She  did 
nothing  but  drink  as  long  as  her  labour  laded, 
which  however  was  but  half  an  hour  lona:er.  She 
was  very  well  delivered  by  the  midwife.  I  law  her 
feveral  times,  her  lochia  came  down  well,  her  belly 
v/as  flat  and  foft,  and  Ihe  felt  no  pain  befides  a  vio¬ 
lent  head  ach,  with  a  very  acute  fever,  llie  was 
taken  with  a  flight  diarrhaea  on  the  third  day,  hav¬ 
ing  no  more  than  three  ftools  in  twenty-four  hours. 
I  kept  her  to  deterfive  and  anodyne  glyfters,  with 
cooling  ptifans  \  but  tho’  her  lochia  did  not  ceafe 
flowing,  and  fhe  had  no  pain  or  opprejfTion  upon 
her  breaft,  (he  died  on  the  eighth  clay,  the  fever 
not  once  intermitting  after  the  taking  of  that 
water. 


Reflexion. 

This  woman  was  naturally  of  a  very  hot  tempe¬ 
rament,  and  the  giving  her  this  v/ater  was  adding 
fuel  to  fire.  Thefe  forts  of  liquors  may  fom.etimes 
be  given  in  lingering  cafes,  and  to  women  of  a 
cold  melancholy  temperament  *,  but  I  prefer  to 
them  plain  brandy,  fpanifh  wine,  and  before  them 
all,  fome  good  broth  v/hichis  filled  v/ith  fpirituous 
and  nourifhing  particles,  which  are  diflributed 
through  the  whole  habit  of  body,  and  recruit  the 
exhaufted  fpirits  much  better  than  thofe  liquors, 
which  being  filled  with  a  fubtle  fpirit,  will  caufe 
afterwards  exceflive  perfpiration,  and  weaken  the 
patient  thereby. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  delivery  againft  nature. 

% 

E  L I V  E  R  Y  againft  nature  is  that  where 
a  woman  cannot  be  brought  to  bed  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  inftruments,  which  are 
either  natural  as  the  hands,  or  artificial  as  crotchets, 
tires-tetes,  knives,  fciflars,  dilaters,  catheters,  nets 
and  the  like. 

As  contrary  to  the  fentiment  of  former  writers 
I  have  advanced,  that  whenever  a  child  comes  into 
the  world  wfithout  any  other  help  but  that  of  na- 

R  4  ture^ 
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ture^  it  ought  to  be  called  a  natural  birth,  what^ 
ever  part  preferits,  whether  it  be  the  head,  but¬ 
tocks,  arms  or  legs :  I  fay  alfo  that  any  fituation  a 
child  can  prefent  in,  from  the  vertex  of  the  head 
to  the  foie  of  the  foot,  ought  to  be  called  a  delivery 
againft  nature^  if  the  hand  or  inflruments  had  any 
thing  to  do  in  bringing  it  into  the  world.  For 
the  head’s  prefenting,  (which  according  to  authors, 
is  the  only  fituation,  which  gives  the  denomination 
of  natural  to  a  delivery')  may,  by  not  prefenting  di- 
redtiy  right,  caufe  the  moft  dangerous  of  ail  delive¬ 
ries  j  for  in  others  the  hand  alone  will  do,  the  child 
only  fuifers  a  little  more,  without  the  mother’s  run¬ 
ning  any  hazard  at  all  ;  but  in 'this,  the  operator 
is  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  feveral  infi.ru ments, 
each  according  to  his  particular  method. 

CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  life  of  the  crotchet  in  general, 

'WT7  HEN  I  firfi;  fettled  in  this  province  1 
Y  w  f^tind  feveral  old  furgeons,  who,  when¬ 
ever  they  were  called  to  any  woman  in  labour^  took 
their  crotchet  along  with  them,  placed  the  woman 
in  a  proper  fituation,  and  brought  away  the  child 
by  the  means  of  the  crotchet,^  without  ftanding  to 
mind  what  part  prefented,  leaving  the  midwife  af¬ 
terwards  to  bring  aw^ay  the  placenta,,  their  know¬ 
ledge  not  extending  any  farther.  A  woman  being 
in  labour  a  day  and  half,  or  tv/o  days,  was  more  than 
requifite  to  fet  them  at  work.  The  crotchet  was 
the  only  thing  they  had  recourfe  to  in  all  cafes,  in- 
difcriminately, 


Obse  r- 
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A  woman  of  this  town  being  taken  ill,  fent  for 
the  midwife,  the  membranes  foon  broke,  the  waters 
came  away,  and  an  arm  prefented.  The  midwife 
defiring  help,  they  fetched  two  of  the  moft  dcilful 
furgeons  in  town.  They  began  by  pulling  away 
the  arm  that  prefented,  tho’  the  child  was  alive ; 
the  other  which  they  found  afterwards,  underwent 
the  fame  fate  •,  after  this  they  applied  the  crotchet 
upon  one  rib  wlaich  they  tore  away,  then  another, 
then  a  third,  at  laft  fixed  it  into  the  fpine,  and 
pulled  fo  well  in  concert,  that  they  brought  away  the 
cliild  with  its  body  doubled.  The  midwife  brought 
away  the  'placenta^  and  the  woman  recovered,  tho’ 
not  of  a  Jong  while,  and  bore  children  afterwards. 

Observation  CLXXXIX. 

A  chandler’s  wife  being  in  labour^  and  the  mid¬ 
wife  prefent,  the  waters  came  away  and  an  arm 
followed,  affiffance  was  fent  for  *,  one  of  the  two 
before-mentioned,  arrived  with  his  fervant  and  crot¬ 
chet.  He  began  his  work  by  pulling  away  the 
arm  of  this  child,  living  as  it  was,  next  without  any 
further  examination,  he  applied  his  inflrument  upon 
the  body,  and  pulled  with  all  his  might  without 
bringing  away  any  thing.  The  mafter  almoft 
wearied  out,  made  his  fervant  pull  along  with  him, 
but  ftili  without  fuccefs,  and  I  believe  that  he 
would  have  joined  a  third  help,  if  the  crotchet  had 
been  long  enough,  or  if  the  woman  had  not  expir¬ 
ed  under  his  hands. 


Re 
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Reflexion, 

I  could  never  have  imagined  that  two  men  could 
have  pulled  with  fuch  a  violence  without  diOocating 
the  bones  of  this  woman.  For  her  body  being 
opened,  the  child  was  found  with  one  arm  off,  and 
entangled  round  the  neck  widi  the  chords  without 
the  lead  mark  of  the  crotchet  upon  any  part  of 
its  body,  v/hich  proves  that  it  was  not  fixed  upon 
the  child,  but  upon  the  woman  herfelf.  This 
ftory  I  had  from  thofe  who  were  prefent,  it  being 
before  I  was  fettled  in  this  town. 

OSSERVATION  CXC. 

The  fifth  of  January  1699,  I  was  fent  for  to  de- 

,  liver  Mrs . .  fifteen  leagues  off  this  town, 

another  gentleman  of  this  town  was  fent  for  at  the 
fame  time  to  a  woman  who  had  been  in  labour  from 
the  day  before,  and  whofe  child  was  at  the  crown¬ 
ing.  Without  any  further  examination  he  placed 
her  in  a  convenient  poflufe,  and  with  his  crotchet 
brought  away  the  child  at  feveral  pulls,  after  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  labour,  and^threv/  it  un¬ 
der  the  bed  along  with  the  placenta^  in  the  coldefl 
feafon  of  the  year.  Flaving  refted  a  little,  and 
being  jufl  going  away,  a  curious  woman  would  fee 
whether  it  was  a  girl  or  a  boy  :  fhe  found  this  poor 
child  fbll  alive,  tore  as  it  was,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
fharpnefs  of  the  weather.  It  was  chriftened,  and 
died  foon  after. 

Observation  CXCI. 

I  was  defired  in  the  fame  town  and  at  the  fame  ' 
time  to  go  to  a  chandler’s  wife  who  had  been  in 
labour  twenty -four  hours,  the  waters  had  been 

gone 


general Treatife  ^/'Midwifry.  251 

gone  off  from  the  very  firff,  the  midwife  who  was  in 
a  hurry  to  go  to  fome  perfon  of  a  higher  rank  hav¬ 
ing  tore  the  membranes  to  forward  the  delivery.  I 
touched  her,  and  found  the  child  well  placed  and 
far  advanced  in  the  paffage.  She  had  flow  and  re¬ 
mote  pains,  and  was  fatigued  with  the  efforts  ihe 
made,  and  the  frequent  touchings  of  the  midwife, 
who  was  continually  making  her  change  her  fitua- 
tion.  I  made  her  take  fome  nourifhment,  and  kept 
*  her  quiet  in  bed,  where,  notwithftanding  the  flight 
pains  which  remained  on  her  without  ceafing,  fhe 
ftaid  from  fix  at  night  till  five  in  the  morning, 
when  the  pains  came  on  fo  brifldy,  as  to  remove 
all  apprehenfions  *,  fo  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour  fhe 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  healthy  boy. 

Observation  CXCII. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  November  16^6.,  I  was 
fetched  in  a  hurry  to  the  countefs  of  .  .  .  I  found 
the  waters  gathered,  and  the  child  in  a  right  fitu- 
ation,  and  tho’  fhe  was  but  eight  months  gone  of 
her  time,  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  in  lefs  than  half 
‘Ml  hour  of  a  living  girl,  and  both  mother  and 
child  did  very  well.  I  found  a  little  more  trouble 
in  bringing  away  the  placenta  \  but  in  thefe  occafions 
patience  is  often  all  that  is  required  of  us,  and  too 
great  a  hurry  may  give  us  reafon  to  repent.  I  faw  this 
little  girl  a  year  after,  and  fhe  was  flout  and  ftrong. 
I  am  of  Mauriceauh  opinion  that  the  nearer  a  child 
has  gone  to  its  full  time,  the  more  likely  it  is 
to  live,  and  that  confequently  a  child  eight  months 
old  has  a  better  chance  to  do  it  than  one  that  is 
but  feven. 
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Obse  rvation  CXCIII. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  June  1703,  I  went  twenty-^ 
fix  leagues  off,  between  Falaife  and  Vire  to  lay  the 
countefs  of  .  .  .  during  the  flay  I  made  there,  a 
poor  woman  of  a  neighbouring  parifh  came  to  me, 
and  told  me  that  fhe  was  very  near  her  time;  that 
file  had  twice  been  delivered  by  furgeons  who 
brought  away  her  children  by  bits,  by  which  means 
fhe  had  been  all  tore,  and  reduced  to  the  laft  ex^ 
tremity ;  and  had  kept  her  bed  for  three  or  four 
months  ^  flie  begged  of  me  not  to  refufe  her  my 
help,  if  ffe  fliould  chance  to  be  in  labour  while  I 
was  with  that  lady.  She  was  taken  the  very  night 
that  preceded  the  day  that  Vvas  fixed  for  my  going 
home,  hoping  that  this  labour  would  not  prove  as 
the  red,  fhe  had  with  her  her  ufual  midwife.  The 
pains  encreafed,  the  membranes  broke,  and  the 
chord  followed  the  v^/aters  to  half  a  foot’s  length. 
They  fetched  me  in  a  hurry.  I  afked  the  midwife 
whether  the  other  children  had  prefented  as  this, 
fhe  (aid  that  (he  was  not  able  to  tell,  they  never 
being  near  enough  to  know  what  part  prefented  ; 
that  the  chord  came  out  once  ;  that  the  furgeons 
themfelves  had  been  a  long  while  in  finding  it  out ; 
that  they  firft  drev/  away  fome  bits,  and  at  laft 
the  whole  child  ;  that  afterwards  flie  brought  away 
the  'placenta^  and  treated  the  woman  as  well  as  flie 
could  till  fhe  was  cured,  which  always  required  a 
long  time.  Having  placed  this  woman  in  a  con¬ 
venient  pofture,  I  followed  up  the  chords  (whofe 
beating  was  very  perceivable,  it  being  no  ways 
compreffed,)  to  the  belly  of  the  child,,  where  it 
direded  me,  and  I  found  the  child  doubled,  its 
heels  bent  up  towards  the  back  of  the  head  ;  I  had 
no  manner  of  trouble  in  finding  this  out,  and  as 

fhe 
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fhe  was  free  from  any  pain,  I  eafily  took  hold  of 
both  feet,  and  brought  them  out  as  far  as  the  knees, 
then  I  gave  a  turn  to  the  child,  to  place  the  face 
downwards,  and  difengaging  the  arms,  and  Aiding 
my  hand  under  the  chin,  introduced  my  middle  An¬ 
ger  into  the  mouth,  and  pulled  gently  Arft,  then 
fomewhat  harder  till  the  child  was  born  ;  I  was 
forced  to  take  all  thefe  precautions,  becaufe  it  was 
very  large,  I  brought  away  the  placenta^  and  put 
her  to  bed„  The  whole  laAed  but  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  I  faw  her  the  next  day  giving  fuck  to  her 
child. 

Observation  CXCIV, 

The  ninth  of  December  1703,  I  was  fetched  to  ' 
Fermon^  a  town  four  leagues  diAant,  to  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  whofe  child  prefented  an  arm  •,  fhe  had  been 
committed  to  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  who  ftaid  to 
fee  my  operation.  I  dipped  my  hand  in  oil,  to  in¬ 
form  myfelf  how  matters  flood,  and  Aid  it  through 
an  opening  which  was  in  the  inferior  part  of  the 
uterus^  quite  into  the  cavity  of  the  belly  :  I  drew 
it  away  from  thence,  and  piiAied  it  towards  the 
upper  part,  which  I  found  no  lefs  hurt,  the  blad¬ 
der  being  conAderably  tore,  and  the  hand  of  the 
child  was  bent  in  the  upper  part  of  the  ^jagina^ 
Vv^hich  he  pretended  to  have  reduced.  I  trembled 
with  horror  at  fuch  a  Aght,  and  afked  this  unAeil- 
ful  furgeon,  how  he  had  mifled  performing  the 
delivery  after  having  done  fo  much  mifchief,  it  be¬ 
ing  as  eafy  to  bring  away  the  child  by  the  feet,  out 
of  this  lacerated  uterus^  as  to  take  it  out  of  a 
hat,  which  I  did  in  his  prefence  in  lefs  time  than 
it  takes  to  tell  the  ftory.  I  brought  away  at  the 
fame  time  a  placenta^  which  was  in  as  bad  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  the  uterus.  The  child  was  dead,  and  the 

.  mother 
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mother  died  the  next  day,  her  belly  being  fwelled 
up  to  the  chin.  The  furgeon  and  all  thofe  that 
were  prefent,  protefted  that  he  had  ufed  no  in- 
ftruments. 

Reflexion. 

In  fome  parts  of  this  province  the-furgeons  are 
fo  lazy  as  not  to  meddle  at  all  with  this  ufeful 
branch  of  bufinefs ;  the  whole  is  committed  to  ig¬ 
norant  midwives,  who  carry  their  rafhnefs  fo  far  as 
to  ufe  the  crotchets  themfelves,  and  with  ftill  grea¬ 
ter  mifchief  than  the  furgeons  I  have  fpoken  of. 
There  is  hardly  any  village  but  where  you  find 
women  with  incontinences  of  urine^  relaxations  of 
the  uterus^  and  lacerations,  which  have  made  both 
•  orifices  into  one. 

Observation  CXCV. 

Being  within  two  leagues  of  Vire  with  Mrs.  .  .  . 
a  poor  neighbouring  woman  half  a  league  off,  had 
a  lingering  difficult  labour.  The  midwife  of  the 
village  not  underftanding  the  ufe  of  the  crotchet, 
they  fent  for  an  operatrix  that  way  ;  but  luckily 
the  parfon  of  Landelie  advifed  them  to  beg  of  the 
lady  I  was’with,  to  let  me  come  to  her.  As  I 
take  a  great  pleafure'  in  affifting  the  poor,  I  went 
immediately,  and  found  the  woman  ready  to  go 
to  work  with  her  crotchet.  As  foon  as  fhe  faw  me, 
fhe  fneaked  away  without  faying  a  word.  Before 
the  parfon,  who  was  forced  to  go  about  fome  bu¬ 
finefs,  could  go  an  hundred  ffeps,  fhe  was  delivered 
of  a  flout  boy,  after  two  pains  which  followed  clofe 
upon  one  another. 

The  midwives  round  about  us-  make  no  ufe 
of  the  crotchet,  they  go  no  further  than  ampu¬ 
tating. 
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Observation  CXCVI. 

A  poor  woman  being  in  lahcur^  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  have  her  child’s  arm  follow  the  waters. 
The  midwife  feeing  this  extraordinary  cafe,  called 
in  another,  they  both  pulled  this  arm  as  hard  as 
they  could,  without  any  advantage  ;  whereupon 
they  confulted  together  what  was  befl  to  do ;  the 
refult  of  the  confultation  was  to  lay  this  woman 
upon  a  ladder,  and  fafen  her  by  the  feet,  and  then 
raife  up  the  ladder,  imagining  that  when  the  feet 
of  this  woman  were  upwards  and  her  head  below, 
the  child  falling  into  the  upper  part  of  the  belly, 
the  arm  muff  neceffirily  go  in  again  *,  for  moft  of 
them  imagine  that  the  belly  itfelf  is  the  bottom  of 
the  uterus.  This  contrivance  not  fucceeding,  tho* 
the  woman  had  been  kept  to  it  a  long  while,  and 
the  ladder  fhaken  about  to  anfv/er  their  intention, 
they  refolved  upon  taking  her  dowm  and  cutting  off 
the  arm.  A  long  time  having  pafied  after  the 
operation,  without  the  delivery  going  better  on,  and  ^ 
feeing  the  woman  ready  to  expire,  they  did  at  laft 
what  they  fhould  have  done  at  firff,  viz.  they  fent 
a  man  for  me  ;  but  the  woman  dying  immediately, 
they  fent  another  after  the  firff  to  bring  him 
back  ;  whereby  I  did  not  hear  of  it  till  fome  days 
after. 


CHAP.  in. 

hand  not  properly  applied  is  as  dangerous 
as  any  injlrument. 
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The  eleventh  of  July  1684,  ^  furgeon  of 
this  town,  who  had  hardly  ever  performed 
any  delivery^  feeing  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of  ba-^ 
finefs  that  way,  thought  proper  to  meddle  with  it 
too.  Being  fent  for  to  a  merchant’s  wife,  a  neigh¬ 
bour  and  friend  of  his,  the  labour  happened  to  be 
lingering,  the  pains  being  very  weak  and  remote. 
Three  days  and  three  nights  paffed  on,  without 
coming  to  any  ifiue.  It  came  into  his  head  to  ufe 
the  crotchet ;  but  as  I  was  a  terrible  obfiiacle  to  it,  it 
would  have  been  leffening  himfelf,  to  fend  for  me. 
As  the  head  was  flill  very  high,  and  not  locked 
in,  he  introducedr  his  hand  into  the  uterus^  and 
pufhed  it  back,  taking  hold  of  the  inferior  jaw, 
which  he  eafily  brought  away.  No't  knowing  then 
'  what  to  do,  he  advifed  to  fend  for  Mr.  Leffroy^  a 
man  of  good  fenfe,  and  confummate  experience  in 
the  art  of  midwifry,  he  lived  at  Briquehu^  two 
leagues  diftance.  The  patient  confented  to  it,  but 
begged  that  in  the  mean  time,  they  would  get 
me  to  her,  fince  I  delivered  fo  many  with  good 
fuccefs.  He  was  thunder  ftruck  at  this,  but  forced 
to  confent,  I  offered  him  ail  the  help  I  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  Ele  told  me  ingenuoufly,  that  he  had  done 
his  utmoh,  without  being  able  to  bring  any  thing 
to  bear,  that  being  quite  wearied  out,  he  w^ouid 
reft  himfelf,  while  I  did  whatever  I  thought* 
proper. 

1  immediately  dipped  my  hand  and  arm  in  oil, 
and  introduced  it  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe  into  the 
uterus^  took  hold  of  both  feet,  brought  them  down 
to  the  paffage,  and  finifhed  the  work  in  an  inftant. 
The  child  had  life  enough  to  be  chriftened,  and 
the  mother  got  up  again  in  ten  days  time. 


O  B  S  E  R- 


A  general  Treattfe  g/'  M  l  d  w  i  f  r  y,  257 
Observation  CXCVIII. 


A  doclor  of  phyfick  that  was  fettled  in  a  town 
twelve  or  fifteen  leagues  off,  where  I  was  fent  for 
to  Jay  a  lady,  had  acquired  fome  reputation.  As 
'  I  knew  that  he  had  been  a  long  time  at  the  Hotel  Dieu 
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at  PariSy  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  he  returned  my  vifit  fome  days  after. 
The  converfation  turned  upon  Midwifry.  He  told 
me,  that  while  he  Was  at  the  Hotel  Dieu^  he  had 
performed  fome  deliveries  in  holy  queen’s  ward  ^  and 
that  for  want  of  furgeonsthat  knew  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  he  had  been  forced  to  perform  feveral  fince 
his  being  fettled  in  this  town  ,  but  that  he  found 
an  infurmountable  difficulty  whenever  one  or  both 
arms  prefented,  he  alked  what  I  thought  of  this 
fituation  ;  I  told  him  that  the  great  number  of 
deliveries  Qii  this  kind  which  I  had  performed,  made 
the  thing  fo  eafy  to  me,  that  it  was  generally  a 
meer  play  to  me,  but  that  fometimcs  tho’  feldom, 
1  was  forced  to  fweat  hard  at  it. 

The  dodor  had  a  reafon  for  his  vifit  and  this 
converfation  ;  two  or  three  hours  after,  he  brought 
me  a  poor  man,  who  defired  me  to  afiifl  his  wife. 
I  went  immediately  and  found  the  woman  without 
any  pain,  which  I  liked  very  well,  the  child’s  arm 
was  come  out  as  far  as  the  fhoulder,  it  was  fwelled, 
hard,  black  and  without  any  motion.  I  laid  her 
acrofs  the  bed,  in  the  prefence  of  the  phyfician  ; 
fiid  my  hand,  dipped  in  oil,  by  the  fide  of  the 
arm,  not  without  fome  trouble,  u[X)n  the  account 
of  its  bignefs,  and  fought  for  the  feet  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  uterus^  which  I  joined  together,  and 
brought  down  to  the  paffage,  the  arm  following 
the  motion  of  the  body,  re-entred  the  uterus^  as  I 
pulled  the  feet  outwards,  the  reft  of  the  body  fol¬ 
lowed  eafily  as  far  as  the  arms  j  but  having  difen- 
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gaged  them,  the  child  came  forth  immediately,  the 
whole  did  not  laft  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I 
had  fome  rags  dipped  in  hot  wine  laid  upon  the 
bruifed  arm  of  the  child  who  was  a  flout  boy.  The 
next  morning  the  dodlor  and  I  found  both  mo¬ 
ther  and  child  in  a  very  fair  way.  The  fwelling 
of  the  arm  was  already  much  abated,  the  wine  was 
repeated  to  it. 

Reflexion. 

The  arm  had  been  out  for  fix  hours,  and  it  was 
very  evident  that  the  do6lor  had  kept  pulling  at 
it;  its  hardnefs,  blacknefs,  fwelling,  coldnefs  and 
lofs  of  feeling,  would  have  been  fo  many  argu¬ 
ments  to  fome  ignorant  people,  to  pull  it  away  as 
dead,  but  this  ought  never  to  be  done-,  but  when 
it  is  impoflible  to  do  otherwife. 

f 

Observation  CXCIX. 

The  twenty-firfl  of  O5loher  1698,  I  was  defired 
to  go  t(\Cherhourg  to  deliver  a  poor  woman,  whom 
the  furgeon  of  the  place  who  pradifed  midwifry, 
had  forfaken.  It  being  four  long  leagues  off,  and  . 
the  roads  being  very  bad,  it  was  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  I  could  get  there.  I  found  this  poor  woman 
upon  a  little  ftraw,  in  the  corner  of  the  garret;  | 
an  arm  and  a  leg  had  been  pulled  off,  the  reft 
was  left  in  the  mother’s  belly.  I  delivered  her 
immediately  of  a  child  who  wanted  but  one  arm,  > 
then  of  another  who  had  but  one  leg.  There 
were  above  twenty  women  prefent  at  this  horrible 
fight.  I  brought  away  a  placenta  as  much  bruifed  | 
as  the  children,  then  left  the  mother  in  a  pretty  | 
good  way,  confidering  her  condition. 
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V  . 

Observation  CC. 

The  fourth  of  January  1706,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  woman  who  had  been  forfaken  by  her  very  mo¬ 
ther  who  was  a  midwife.  The  child’s  arm  had 
followed  the  waters,  and  her  mother  having  been 
prefent  at  the  like  cafe  in  the  fame  parifh,  where 
I  was  called  in,  and  having  feen  me  feek  for  the 
feet,  pull  them  out  with  eafe,  and  iiniih  the  delivery 
in  an  inftant,  thought  fiie  could  do  as  much,  in- 
flead  of  which  fhe  tore  the  uterus  and  bladder  in 
a  deplorable  manner ;  and  the  placenta  which  was 
partly  loofened  and  partly  tore,  caufed  a  very  con- 
fiderable  flooding  ;  fhe  was  fo  weak  that  I  thought 
fhe  could  never  have  ftrength  to  go  through  with 
the  delivery^  but  the  parts  were  fo  prepared,  that  I 
had  no  more  trouble  in  bringing  out  the  child,  than 
in  pulling  my  hankerchief  out  of  my  pocket. 
The  child  was  dead,  the  placenta.^  uterus  and  Had- 
der  all  tore  to  bits,  the  woman  died  four  hours 
after. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  flooding  which  happens  to  virgins, 

Delivery  is  the  cure  of  a  flooding  in  preg¬ 
nant  women,  but  that  which  iuippcns  to  girls 
,  is  lometimes  very  confiderable,  and  being  occafl- 
oned  by  the  too  great  quantity  or  ill  quality  of  the 
blood,  requires  the  help  of  remedies  and  ,  a  parti¬ 
cular  diet. 

i 
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>  Observation  CCI. 
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The  thirteenth  of  Augufl  1681,  I  was  confulted 
;  about  a  young  lady  of  feventeen,  who  had  boarded 
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in  a  cfonvent  for  feveral  years,  and  was  afflidled 
with  fo  confiderable  a  lofs  of  blood  as  to  endanger 
her  life :  I  bled  her  to  leffen  the  quantity  of  her 
blood,  and  kept  her  to  a  very  exad  diet,  to  alter 
its  vicious  quality.  For  often  by -endeavouring  to 
repair  the  lofs  which  nature  has  fuftained,  by  the 
ufe  of  a  plentiful  and  fucculent  food,  we  expofe  it 
to  a  more  confiderable  one  ;  wherefore  there  is  a  ne- 
cefTity  to  join  to  bleeding,  a  regular,  cooling  and 
moiftening  manner  of  living,  which  is  ’found  in 
broths  made  of  veal  and  young  poultry,  with  rice, 
together  with  cooling  glyfters,  and  the  ufe  of  crab’s 
eyes.  By  thefe  means  this  young  lady  got  rid  of 
her  flooding,  and  I  heard  no  more  of  her  till  the 
year  1704  when  I  was  fent  for,  twenty-feven  leagues 
off,  to  lay  her  of  a  daughter,  being  then  the  coun- 
tefs  of  ...  . 

Observation  CCII. 

The  feventh  of  June  1701,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
girl  between  fixteen  and  feventeen,  who  for  eigh¬ 
teen  or  twenty  days  had  been  troubled  with  a  flood¬ 
ing,  which  was  fometimes  fo  violent,  as  to  bring 
away  clods  of  blood  in  .great  quantities,  which 
weakened  her  cxceflively ;  they  gave  her  now  and 
then  to  keep  up  her  ftrength,  fome  wine  and  bran¬ 
dy,  and  the  ftrongeft  cyder  for  her  common  drink.  | 
I  was  informed  that  the  fame  thing  had  happened 
to  her  two  or  three  times  before,  but  in  a 
lels  degree,  which  had  been  carried  off  by  this 
method  ;  but  I  took  quite  a  different  one,  mak¬ 
ing  her  abftain  wholly  from  any  ftrong  liquor.  I 
bled  her  notwithftanding  her  great  weaknefs,  but  | 
in  a  fmall  quantity;  I  ordered  her  cooling  glyfters,  | 
and  frefh  water  for  her  common  drink,  which  car-  ^ 
ried  off  this  difordcr  in  a  few  days. 

A  fort-  ^ 
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A  fortnight  after  I  bled  her  by  way  of  preven-' 
tion,  which  did  not  hinder  her  courfes  from  com¬ 
ing  down,  but  regularly  and  without  any  flooding  ; 
whereupon  I  repeated  the  bleeding  a  fortnight 
after.  I  heard  no  more  of  her,  till  fhe  was  mar-, 
ried,  when  I  was  defired  to  lay  her,  which  I  have 
happily  done  feveral  times. 

Observation  CCIII. 

The  eighteenth  of  July  1712,  I  was  fetched  at 
twelve  o’clock  at  night  to  a  young  woman,  who 
was  between  twenty-three  and  twenty-four,  who 
had  been  troubled  with  a  flooding  for  feveral  days, 
but  which  encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree  and  brought 
awayfuch  clods  of  blood  the  two  lad  days,  that 
fhe  fainted  away  every  minute,  I  gave  her  a  bolus 
of  half  a  dram  of  roch  alum  and  one  dram  of  the 
fang.  drac.  made  up  with  the  conferv.  cofar.  and  a 
glals  of  the  aq.  centinod.  et  plantag.  The  flooding 
confiderably  encreafed  all  the  day,  I  repeated  the 
fame  thing  at  night,  fhe  refted  very  well  that  night, 
and  in  the  morning  found  herfelf  entirely  free 
from  this  flooding,,  nothing  coming  away  but  a 
little  ferous  mattter,  which  foon  went  off  alfo. 

1  ■ 

Re  flexion. 

Being  fully  perfuaded  of  the  chaftity  of  this 
young  woman,  I  did  not  day  to  examine  the  co-. 
lour  of  the  nymphae,  nor  to  introduce  my  linger 
into  the  vagina  to  find  out  the  date  of  the  mouth 
of  the  uterus :  the  method  of  judging  of  a  girl’s 
incontinency  by  the  length  and  colour  of  the  nym- 
phas,  and  by  the  painful  fenfation  of  the  cs  tinca^ 
being  very  doubtful. 
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Observation  CCIV. 

In  the  year  1696,  two  dragoons  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Zedes^  which  was  encamped  a  mile  off 
this  town,  being  come  here  about  fome  bufinefs, 
ftaid  the  whole  night,  in  ranging  about  the  ftreets 
they  met  with  a  chambermaid,  with  a  footman 
carrying  a  light  before  her  ;  the  footman  run  away 
at  the  very  firfl  threatnings  they  made,  and  lelt 
the  poor  chambermaid  to  their  mercy,  they  ftrip- 
ped  and  ravifhed  her,  as  Ihe  faid,  in  fpite  of  ail 
her  (hrieks  and  ftrnggles.  They  were  wife  enough 
after  this,  to  return  to  their  camp  very  quietly. 

I  was  ordered,  together  with  a  phyfician,  to 
examine  her,  fhe  wasfo  pofitiveof  her  having  been 
ravilhed,  that  fhe  told  us  a  flooding  had  enfued, 
which  made  her  very  unwilling  to  expofe  herfelf  to 
us  in  that  condition.  All  thefe  concurring  circum- 
flances  feemed  to  be  proofs  of  the  fa6t  *,  but  having 
•aflced  her  whether  it  was  not  the  ufual  time  of  her 
courfes  coming  down,  and  upon  her  telling  me 
that  it  was,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  examine 
her;  all  I  faid  to  her  was,  thatfuppofe  the  thing  had 
been  done,  w^e  could  only  truft  to  her  relation,  as 
time  muft  have  fuffered  the  parts  to  recover  from  the 
diforder,  we  might  have  found  them  in  immediately 
after  the  act;  fo  we  put  off  the  thing  to  the  next  day,  ' 

more  to  get  rid  of  this  affair,  than  with  a  thought  ' 

of  being  better  able  to  inform  ourfelves. 

But  the  grand  prevot  having  taken  up  thefe  dra¬ 
goons,  they  were  tried  and  hanged,  not  for  a  rape, 
(one  of  them  having  attempted  it  without  being 
able  to  do  it  for  want  of  a  difpofition  that  way, 
and  having  alfo  been  hindered  by  his  comrade,) 
but  for  having  flole  this  girl’s  cloaths  and  out 
of  their  camp,  which  was  death. 


Had 


f 

A  general  Treatife  5/*  M  i  d  w  i  f  r  y.  263 

Had  there  been  no  other  accufation  againfl  them 
but  the  rape,  and  had  I  judged  it  fuch  by  giving 
ear  to  her  complaints,  I  fhould  have  had  to  re¬ 
proach  myfelf  with  the  death  of  two  innocent 
men.  The  adt  not  being  commited  was  owing  to 
the  inability  of  the  dragoon,  and  not  to  the  girl, 
who  fhricked  indeed,  but  did  not  make  the  lead 
refiftance.  For  my  part  I  look  upon  it  as  impolTible 
to  be  done  by  one  or  even  feveral  men,  without  a 
girl’s  confent. 


Observation  CCV. 

In  the  year  1676,  when  I  was  furgeon  to  the 
dragoons  of  Mr.  Chmmlliy  at  that  time  governor 
of  Oudenarde^  and  lince  marflial  of  France^  there 
was  a  party  made  among  feveral  of  the  officers, 
to  enjoy  a  tall  girl,  that  was  fervantat  an  inn,  the 
l6t  fell  upon  the  major  of  the  regiment  of 
Burgundy,  It  was  agreed  that  the  trumpets 
fhould  be  founding,  fiddles  playing,  and  their 
footmen  were  to  be  dancing  and  fkipping  about, 
and  making  as  much  noife  as  they  could,  all 
this  was  to  drown  the  maid’s  ffirieks,  that  no 
®body  of  the  houfe  might  know  what  was  the  mat¬ 
ter.  This  girl  coming  in  to  bring  fome  wine, 
was  feized  and  thrown  upon  the  fide  of  a  bed,  of 
a'  convenient  height  for  the  purpofe.  There  were 
four  officers  to  hold  her  legs  and  arms,  and  one 
to  hold  her  head  *,  but  this  firong  and  lufty  girl 
fhowed  on  this  occafion,  that  without  her  will  their 
violence  was  to  no  purpofe. 

The  ■  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  refiedling  upon  this 
extraordinary  noife,  and  fufpedling  that  her  maid 
might  be  concerned  in  it,  knocked  at  the  door 
with  fo  much  force  that  ffie  brpke  it  open,  and  de¬ 
livered  her  unhurt  from  the  greatefl:  danger  that 
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ever  threatned  a  woman’s  honour.  She  got  off  for 
her  fright,  and  the  officers  for  their  money  *,  having 
perhaps  a  better  title  than  Lucretia^  to  the  encomiunis 
beftowed  on  her  by  the  ancients :  I  have  this  ftory 
from  the  very  adors  themfelves. 

It  was  the  remembrance  of  this  ftory,  which 
made  me  fo  cautious  in  the  other  affair,  where  the 
sirl  was  covered  with  fliame  and  confufion  after  the 
dragoon’s  confeffion,  her  pretended  flooding  being 
nothing  elfe  but  the  ufual  coming  down  of  her 
menfes^  the  very  emotion  fhe  was  in  being  able  to 
caufe  a  flooding  without  any  violence  being  com¬ 
mitted  on  her*,  whence  we  fee  that  nothing  is  harder 
to  be  found  out  than  the  Jols  of  virginity. 

We  plainly  find  by  thefeobfervations,  that  a  virgin 
may  have  a  confiderable  flooding,  fo  as  to  have  clods 
of  blood  come  from  her,  (which  is  a  common  cafe 
in  any  bleeding,  even  that  of  the  nofe,)  without  her 
honour  being  in  the  lead  to  be  called  in  queftion. 

CHAP.  V. 

Of  a  flooding  during  pregnancy. 

TH  E  flooding  which  happens  to  v^omcn  with 
child  proceeds  from  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
flacenta  being  detached,  from  the  rupture  of  one  of 
the  veffels  v/hich  form  the  chords  or  from  thofe 
which  reach  the  exterior  part  of  the  mouth  of  the 
fiterus.  A  floooding  is  of  all  accidents  the  moft  frequent 
and  moft  dangerous,  it  being  cccafioned  by  any 
fall,  blow,  fright,  and  there  being  almoft  al¬ 
ways  a  neceffity  to  proceed  to  delivery  to  fave  the 
mother’s  life. 
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Observation  CCVI. 

The  eighth  of  Auguft  i6Sy,  a  taylor’s  wife,  a- 
bout  three  months  gone  with  child,  fell  off  the 
fliop-board.  The  blood  poured  down  immediately, 
and  I  was  fetched  in  a  hurry.  I  found  her  much 
weakened,  and  I  did  not  think  that  fhe  could  live 
half  an  hour  at  the  rate  the  blood  poured  down.  I 
immediately  laid  her  crofs  the  bed,  and  found  the 
os  tines  fufceptible  of  a  fufficient  dilation  to  bring 
away  a  little  child  wrapped  up  in  its  membranes^  and 
followed  by  the  placenta.  The  flooding  flopped  al- 
moft  immediately)  and  the  child  lived  long  enough 
to  be  chriflened. 

a. 

Reflexion. 

When  a  flooding  is  fo  violent,  there  is  no  time  to 
be  lofl.  When  a  child  is  fo  fmall,  it  does  not  fig- 
nify  what  part  is  brought  away  firft  ;  but  when  it  is 
larger,  as  from  the  fifth  to  the  feventh  month  or 
upwards,  we  muft  open  the  membranes  and  feck  for 
the  feet, 

Observat  ion  CCVII, 

The  fourth  of  May  1686,  a  citizen’s  wife,  three 
or  four  months  gone  with  child,  received  a  very 
hard  blow  crofs  the  loins,  which  brought  on  very 
fharp  pains,  which  were  followed  by  a  flight  flood¬ 
ings  whereupon  flie  confulted  me  ;  I  took  away 
eight  or  nine  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm,  and 
preferibed  her  reft  ;  her  pains  leflened,  but  the 
flooding  kept  encreafing,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to 
proceed  to  delivery,  I  found  the  os  tines  dilated 
enough  to  introduce,  firft  one,  then  two,  then  three 
fingers,  and  at  laft  the  whole  hand,  to  leek  for  the 

feet. 
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feet,  which  I  brought  down  to  the  paflage,  and 
hnifhed  the  w'ork.  The  little  'placenta  followed; 
the  flooding  leffened  at  firft,  then  quite  left  her,  and 
the  woman  recovered,  but  not  of  fome  time  ;  for 
thefe  floodings  weaken  fo  much,  that  good  food, 
great  reft  and  time  is  required  before  their  bad 
confequences  wear  oft*  Some  women  are  for  a 
long  time  after  aftlihled  with  grievous  head-achs, 
and  never  recover  their  complexion. 

Reflexion. 

We  ought  not  to  fet  about  delivering  a  woman 
at  the  firft  appearance  of  a  little  blood,  becaufc 
this  happens  to  feveral,  without  any  bad  confe¬ 
quences  enfuing  from  it,  but  when  once  they  be¬ 
gin  to  grow  weak,  we  ought  not  to  delay  any 
longer. 

Observation  CCVIII. 

The  tenth  of  Augufl  1706,  I  went  to  Caen  to  de¬ 
liver  a  lady  whofe  nurfe  was  a  young  woman  fix, 
weeks  gone  with  child  at  moft,  ftie  was  taken  with 
a  flight  lofs  of  blood,  twelve  days  after  the  lady 
was  brought  to  bed.  It  lafted  two  or  three  days 
without  getting  any  ground,  this  - perfuaded  her 
that  it  wa*s  nothing  but  her  menfes^  which  having  , 
been  flopped  for  fome  time,  were  taking  their  i 
iifual  courfe.  On  the  third  evening  there  came  on 
fuddenly  fuch  a  violent  inundation,  that  fhe  fainted 
away.,  As  fortunately  I  had  ftaid  to  lay  another 
lady,  I  was  fent  for  in  hafte  ;  I  found  two  mid¬ 
wives  with  her,  fhe  was  without  motion  or  fenfe, 
and  the  blood  kept  pouring  down,  they  told  me 
that  fomething  was  coming,  but  that  it  would  not 
be.  before  night  or  the  morning.  I  reprefented  to 
them  in  vain,  the  want  ihe  was  in  of  a  fpeedy  af- 

fiftance,  | 
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fiftanc€,  their  ignorance  was  too  great  to  be  made 
fenfible  of  it.  Wherefore  I  delivered  her  of  a 
kind  of  little  bladder,  like  a  hen’s  egg  without  Ihell, 
wherein  was  a  little  fotus^  of  the  bignels  of  a  bee. 

I  found  no  chords  nor  any  of  thofe  things  which 
Harvey  and  Kerkerin  relate  to  have  found  in  {till 
younger  fcetus*s. 

The  flooding  leflened  gradually,  and  went  quite 
off  the  next  day,  fo  that  nothing  came  away  be- 
fides  Ibme  reddifh  ferous  humours ;  fhe  had  no 
more  fainting  fits,  and  recovered  with  time. 

Reflexion. 

This  accident  was  occafioned  by  the  fatigue  flie 
had  undergone  in  nurfing  the  lady,  and  through 
a  fright  Ihe  had  by  hearing  fomething  extraor¬ 
dinary. 

When  women  are  fo  little  gone  of  their  time, 
all  I  do  is  to  introduce  a  finger  as  far  as  I  can  into 
the  uterus^  and  turn  it  about  this  membranous  body,  ' 
to  loofen  it  away  without  breaking  it  open,  for 
fear  of  leaving  it  in  the  uterus  with  the  placenta 
which  arifes  from  it,  which  could  not  poffibly  be 
brought  away  afterwards,  without  introducing  the 
hand  into  the  uterus.  When  the  woman  is  farther 
gone,  the  membranes  generally  break  and  the  child 
follows  the  waters,  and  ought  to  be  fuffered  to 
come  in  whatever  pofture  it  prefents  as  far  as  the 
fifth  or  fixth  month. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

t 

Of  the  caufes  which  hinder  delivery  in  a 

flooding. 

There  are  feveral  things  which  hinder  de¬ 
livery  during  a  flooding :  as  when  the  child  is 
full  grown  and  comes  naturally,  becaufe  at  that  time 
the  head  fills  up  the  pafTage  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  furgeon  cannot  introduce  his  hand  to  feek  for 
the  feet ;  when  a  woman  is  obfiinately  bent  againft 
being  delivered  ;  there  are  alfo  feveral  other  diffi¬ 
culties  which  the  furgeon  cannot  overcome. 

When  the  flooding  does  not  proceed  from  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  placenta^  nor  from  the  rupture  of 
any  of  the  veflels  of  xkit' chords  but  from  that  of 
feme  other  vefTels  as  thofe  which  furnifh  that  eva¬ 
cuation  in  fome  women,  which  make  them  fancy 
themfelves  regular,  which  I  have  feen  in  fome  to 
the  feventh  month;  in  this  cafe  will  be  of 

no  effedf.  We  mud  take  notice  however,  that 
were  thefe  women  to  confider  the  time,  quantity 
and  quality  of  this  evacuation,  they  would  find  a 
confiderable  irregularity  in  it.  This  is  what  occa- 
fions  fome  women  to  fancy  themfelves  but  feven 
months  gone  with  child,  when  at  their  full  time. 

Observation  CCIX. 

The  twelfth  of  March  1689,  the  wife  of  one 
of  my  brethren,  a  very  good  friend  of  mine, 
whom  I  had  fuccefsfully  delivered  feveral  times, 
being  five  months  gone  with  child  leaned  very 
lightly  with  her  belly  upon  a  box  to  get  fomething 
out  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  ;  foon  after  Ibmc 
flight  pains  came  on,  which  encreafed  very  fail 
and  were  followed  by  a  confiderable  flooding.  Her 

hufband 
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hufband  who  knew  the  danger  of  this,  fent  for 
me  immediately  *,  I  found  his  wife  in  fuch  a  con¬ 
dition,  that  the  Iheets  and  napkins  were  foaked 
with  blood,  which  run  in  ftreams  upon  the  floor; 
but  the  continual  pains  (he  fuflTered  not  bearing 
downwards,  there  feemed  to  be  no  hope  of  delivery,  I 
touched  her  to  find  out  the  ftate  of  the<?i  linc^^  it  was 
dilated  enough  to  admit  of  a  finger,  and  well  enough 
difpofed  to  cxpe(5l  more  from  it ;  whereupon  I  pro¬ 
posed  to  her  to  prepare  herfelf  for  delivery,^  the 
fainting  fits,  tho’  flight,  being  already  very  fre¬ 
quent  *,  but  fhe  would  not  hear  a  word  of  it,  fay¬ 
ing  that  things  would  come  in  their  time,  and  that 
fhe  would  trufl:  to  the  Lord.  The  fainting  fits  from 
flight,  became  of  a  longer  duration,  which,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  continual  flux  of  blood,  made  us 
afraid  of  her  life.  As  fhe  got  out  of  one  of  her 
fits,  I  told  her  that,  fince  fhe  would  not  liften  to 
my  advice,  fhe  would  at  leaft  fuffer  herfelf  to  be 
placed  in  a  proper  fituation,  which,  together  with 
the  flight  pains  fhe  had,  might  facilitate  the  com¬ 
ing  forth  of  the  child  ;  fhe  confented  to  this,  and 
I  placed  her  upon  the  feet  of  the  bed,  .with  wo¬ 
men  to  hold  her,  and  all  the  other  neceflary  pre¬ 
cautions,  and  on  the  very  firfl  appearance  of  the 
next  fainting  fit  I  introduced  my  hand-^  into  the 
uterus,^  and  brought  away  the  child  by  the  feet,  I 
got  away  alfo  the  placenta,^  before  fhe  was  come  to 
herfelf  enough  to  hinder  me.  The  flooding  leffened  in 
an  inftant.  She  was  immediately  put  to  bed,  and 
by  proper  management  fhe  recovered  her  health 
and  ftrength  in  eighteen  or  twenty  days,  very 
well  fatisfied  wnth  my  deceiving  her. 
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Reflexion. 

The  child  was  dead,  in  all  likelihood  by  the 
delay  of  the  mother  *,  for  in  floodings  the  child  is 
generally  born  alive,  whereas  in  other  mifcarriages 
occafioned  by  the  like  accidents  without  any  flood¬ 
ings  the  child  is  for  the  moft  part  dead  before  the 
woman  is  brought  to  bed. 

Observation  CCX. 

The  third  of  January  1687,  a  waggoner^s  wife 
between  five  and  fix  months  gone  with  child,  fell 
off  her  horfe,  firfl:  on  her  feet,  then  flat  on  her 
belly.  She  was  feized  upon  the  fpot  with  confide- 
rable  pains,  attended  with  a  pretty  violent  floodings 
it  was  unluckily  three  leagues  off  this  place.  As 
foon  as  file  was  come  home,  fhe  fent  for  me,  fhe 
was  really  in  labour,  the  blood  kept  flowing  but 
not  fo  abundantly.  I  found  the  os  iincce  dilated 
enough  to  introduce  a  finger,  by  which  means  I 
made  myfelf  certain  of  the  waters  being  formed, 
and  the  membranes  ready  to  break ;  but  I  could 
not  find  out  what  part  the  child  prefented,  I 
fufiered  a  few  more  pains  to  pafs,  after  which  the 
waters  came  away,  and  the  child  came  forward 
enough  to  make  me  fenfible  that  it  prefented  the 
buttocks.  I  refolved  upon  delivering  her,  and  to 
that  effedf,  introduced  one,  two,  and  even  four 
fingers,  but  I  never  could  join  the  thumb  to  them 
to  introduce  the  whole  hand,  tho’  I  tried  above 
ten  times,  and  with  all  my  might,  I  ufed  oil  and 
fat  to  relax  the  orifice  which  I  found  hard  and 
clofed  up ;  I  was  at  a  lofs  -to  comprehend  how  a 
membranous  part,  whofe  proper  office  is  dilatation, 
could  be  fuch  an  obftacle  to  my  defign.  I  bled 
her,  gave  her  glyfters  made  of  emollient  decodli- 

ons, 
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ons,  in  which  I  dipped  folded  napkins,  and  ap¬ 
plied  them  to  the  parts,  to  communicate  their 
emollient  quality  to  them,  but  all  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  She  was  naturally  very  ilrong  and  hearty, 
and  I  ,took  care  to  give  her  good  nourilhment. 
Seeing  that  the  os  tinea  was  not  in  the  lead  more 
dilated  than  before  the  ufe  of  all  thefe  remedies, 
I  put  her  to  bed  at  about  two  in  the  morning,  and 
tho*  the  pains  had  continued  all  the  night,  they 
did  not  hinder  her  from  taking  fome  reft,  I  re¬ 
turned  at  fix  and  found  then  the  os  tinea  in  fo 

/ 

good  a  difpofition,  that  I  introduced  my  hand 
with  eafe,  and  brought  the  child  out  by  the  feet 
in  an  inftant.  It  was  a  boy  who  lived  till  night. 
The  flooding  ceafed  the  very  day  fhe  was  brought 
to  bed.  There  appeared  nothing  but  fome  ferous 
humours  of  a  reddilh  colour,  which  turned  white 
and  ceafed  foon  after.  She  got  up  in  good  health 
in  ten  days. 

Reflexion. 

Thus  was  I  convinced  of  the  little  efficacy  of  re¬ 
medies  in  thefe  cafes,  time  being  then  our  only 
refuge. 

O  BSERVATION  CCXI. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  April  1691,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  woman  of  a  pretty  free  life,  that  was  about 
fix  months  gone  with  child,  fhe  had  fuffered  a 
very  great  flooding  without  daring  to  fend  for  me 
at  firft  through  ffiame,  being  none  of  the  youngeft, 
but  the  arm  of  the  child  hanging  out  of  the  vagina^ 
and  that  being  an  obftacle  to  the  bringing  it  away, 
they  were  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  me.  She  did 
all  fhe  could  to  make  herfelf  unknown  to  me, 
and  I  took  care  not  to  let  her  perceive  that  I 

knew 
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knew  her.  I  found  no  difEculty  in  pufhing  up 
the  arm,  whofe  hand  I  held  m  mine,  becaufe  the 
body  which  laid  acrois  the  uterus^  retired  upwards 
as  I  puflied  s  I  eafily  found  the  feet,  the  waters 
were  juft  come  away,  (he  had  no  pains,  and  the 
child  leemed  very  little,  judging  by  the  feet  which 
I  had  in  my  hand,  and  which  I  eafily  brought 
down  to  the  paflage  >  but  the  os  tinea  was  fo  hard 
and  inflexible,  that  I  found  it  impoffible  to  make 
them  come  out  together  with  my  hand  ;  I  found 
no  difficulty  in  pulling  out  or  introducing  my  hand, 
but  if  I  joined  one  of  the  feet  only,  I  was  not 
able  to  draw  it  out.  I  was  forced  to  leave  the  feet 
juft  at  this  callous  entrance,  and  flipped  in  a  ftring 
round  each  of  them,  after  which  I  eafily  drew  out 
one,  but  could  not  bring  the  other  out  \  after  this  I 
pulled  them  both  at  once,  having  returned  that 
which  was  out,  but  all  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  that  I 
was  forced  to  leave  the  work  undone,  and  go 
home  for  fome  emollient  ingredients  to  make  a 
decodlion  of,  over  which  the  patient  was  to  fit  upon 
a  clofe  ftool,  for  I  had  before  made  ufe  of  oils  and 
greafe.  Being  come  back  with  all  the  ingredients, 
which  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  having 
put  them  over  the  fire,  I  went  to  fee  whether  there 
was  no  alteration,  or  whether  my  endeavours  had 
caufed  no  inflammation,  which  I  fhould  have 
known  by  the  hardnefs  and  painful  fenfation  of 
the  part,  but  I  found  the  orifice  fo  relaxed  that  I 
introduced  my  hand  without  trouble  \  I  took  hold 
of  the  two  feet  and  drew  them  out  with  eafe. 
This  old  finner  was  abroad  fix  days  after,  as  if 
nothing  had  been  the  matter  with  her. 

Reflexion. 

I  cannot  comprehend  how  this  hardnefs  and  ten- 
fion  of  the  os  tinea  came  to  give  way  in  fo  little  time. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe  are  the  only  two  women  I  have  found  fo 
difpofed,  among  all  thofe  I  have  delivered. 

If  the  flooding  was  very  confiderable^  we  could 
not  make  ufe  of  this  emollient  fumigation,  nor 
of  napkins  dipped  in  the  decoflion,  for  fear  of  eiv 
creafing  the  bleeding  ;  which  would  be  no  great 
detriment,  as  they  are  of  fo  little  confe'quence. 

Observation  CCXIL 

\ 

I  was  fent  for  on  the  fecond  of  March  1694,  to 
fee  the  miftrefs  of  one  of  the  beft  inns  of  this 
town-,  who  had  happened  of  a  very  unlucky  acci« 
dent:  as  fhe  was  going  into  the  country  on  horfe- 
back,  riding  on  a  fide-faddle,  the  horfe  fell  down, 
and  fhe  underneath  him  ;  the  fide  of  the  faddle 
preffed  her  belly  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Ihe  was 
near  dying  on  the  fpot^  this  was  followed'by  a  flooding 
pretty  great  at  firfi:,  but  v/hich  leffened  much  after- 
wards,  without  however  going  quite  off,  and  with¬ 
out  her  mentioning  it  to  any  body.*  She  became 
pregnant  notwithftanding,  and  the  flooding  fbil 
kept  on.  She  did  not  imagine  herfelf  fo,  till  fhe 
felt  her  child  ftir  very  ftrongly,  which  began  to 
make  her  very  uneafy,  the  flooding  being  worfe  at 
fome  times  than  others ;  fhe  confulted  me  to  fee 
whether  I  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  her,  fhe  was 
then  at  leafl:  in  her  fifth  month.  I  bled  her  twice 
in  four  days,  taking  away  fix  ounces  at  a  time, 
ordered  her  glyffers  with  whey,  forbad  her  the  ufe 
of  any  firong  liquor,  and  to  abflain  from  con- 
verfing  with  her  hufband.  I  enjoined  her  reft 
of  body  and  mind.  In  a  fhort  time  the  jlooding 
became  fo  confiderable,  ( tho’  the  real  caufe  re¬ 
mained  unknown,)  that  fhe  was  forced  to  keep  her 
bed,  lofing  all  hope  of  ever  going  her  full 
time,  and  fearing  day  by  day  leaft  fhe  Ihould  die 
in  the  fainting  fits,  which  began  to  follow  clofe 

T  upon 
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upon  one  another  ^  I  let  her  know  the  necefTity 
there  was  of  delivering  her,  if  her  illnefs  conti¬ 
nued,  to  fave  her  life  and  procure  the  grace  of 
holy  baptifm  to  her  child,  who  notwithftanding 
her  lofing  fo  much  blood  and  taking  in  fo  little 
nourifhment,  feemed  by  its  motions  to  be  ftrong 
and  vigorous  *,  but  ilie  would  not  liften  to  this. 
Her  fainting  fits  encreafing,  fhe  defired  Dr.  Doucet 
to  attend  her.  The  Dodtor  found  fault  with 
me  for  my  not  having  delivered  her,  but  Hie  ftill 
held  out,  till  two  days  after,  finding  herfelf  reduced 
to  the  lafi:  extremity  fhe  confented  to  it,  but  too 
late.  I  placed  her  immediately  in  a  proper  pofi 
ture  acrofs  the  bed,  then  having  dipped  my  hand  in 
oil,  introduced  one,  then  two,  then  three,  then  the 
four  fingers  and  thumb  into  the  uterus^  opened  the 
membranes^  and  brought  down  the  feet  of  the  child  out 
of  the  paflage  above  the  knees,  turned  the  face 
down,  which  laid  upwards,  and  finifhed  the  work 
in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  She  was  then 
full  of  joy,  but  died  fix  hours  after,  without  the 
blood  ceafing  to  flow.  The  child  lived  three- 
days. 

Reflexion. 

This  flooding  could  not  proceed  from  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  placenta^  nor  from  the  rupture  of  any 
veflfel  of  the  chords  becaufe  I  found  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus  clofed,  nor  did  I  perceive  a  drop  of 
blood  to  come  from  it,  when  I  introduced  my 
hand  into  it. 

This  fhows  beyond  doubt,-  that  thofe  veflels  which 
furnifli  the  evacuation  which  fome  women  have  in 
the  firfl:  months  of  their  pregnancy^  lie  on  the  ex¬ 
ternal  part  of  the  mouth  of  the  uterus^  or  at  the 
bottom  of  the  vagina^  and  that  the  bldod  does  not 
come  from  the  bottom  of  the  uterus^  otherwife  this 

woman 
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woman  could  never  have  been  got  with  child 
during  xhis  floodingj  or  it  would  have  left  her  after 
her  becoming  pregnant,  or  it  would  have  flopped 
after  her  being  delivered.  This  is  fnll  further 
proved  by  the  vaft  effufion  of  blood  that  followed 
coition,  which  proceeded  from  the  irritation  of  the 
part,  and  that  only  when  pregnancy  was  fomewhat 
advanced,  and  not  before ;  for  before  this  time 
the  penis  did  not  reach  the  part,  and  confeqiiently 
made  no  imprefTion  on  it;  for  v/hen  pregnancy  is  . 
far  advanced,  the  mouth  of  the  iiteru,s  comes  more 
■  forwards  than  at  any  other  time  and  is  confeque-ntly 
more  eafily  reached. 

.  C  H  A  R  VIL 
Of  a  flooding  during  labour. 

A  FLOOD  IN  G  labour  happens  either 

through  the  chord  being  broke  wholly  or 
in  part,  or  the  placenta  being  loofened ,  which  is 
of  no  confequence  if  the  flooding  is  not  confide- 
rable  and  the  labour  quick,  otherwife  the  mother 
and  child  are  in  evident  danger  of  their  lives, 
efpecially  if  the  head  prefents  right  and  is  far  ad¬ 
vanced.  If  the  child  prefents  wrong  or  is  not 
far  advanced^  we  muft  immediately  pufh  up  and 
turn. 

Observation  CCXIII. 

The  fourth  of  December  1703,  I  was  fent  for  to 
lay  an  oflicer’s  wife  v^hofe  labour  was  lingering ; 
the  night  pafled  on  in  the  fame  way  *,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  her  pains  encreafed,  the  waters  gathered,  and 
I  found  the  child  well  fituated.  Half  an  hour 
after  the  waters  came  away,  and  the  pains,  inftead 
of  encreafing  and  putting  an  end  to  the  delivery  as 

T  2  it 


27  6  A  general  ^reatife  6)/  M  i  0  w  i  F  r  y. 

it  ufually  happens,  lelTened  confiderably.  ,  A  little 
flooding  began  to  appear,  which  encreafed  at  every 
pain,  fo  that  it  came  in  a  ftream  as  in  phlebotomy, 
with  clods  which  came  out  now  and  then,  when 
the  head  which  was  not  yet  engaged  retired 
back,  liberty  being  then  given  them  to  fall  out. 
An  hour  and  a  half  being  paOed  without  any  en- 
creafe  of  the  pains,  and  the  flooding  rather  getting 
ground,  I  fituated  the  woman,  and  pufhing  back 
the  head  of  the  child,  which  prefented  right,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  vagina^  but  was  not  yet  engaged 
between  the  bones,  fought  for  the  feet  and  foon 
put  an  end  to  the  delivery. '  The  placenta  followed, 
which  perfuaded  me  that  it  was  partly  loofened. 
Both  mother  and  child  did  very  well, 

Pv  E  F  L  E  X  I  O  N. 

In  thefe  cafes,  when  the  pains  are  weak,  we 
mufi:  not  delay  *,  had  the  child  been  engaged  in 
the  pafTage  and  the  pains  (Ironger,  I  fhould  have 
had  more  trouble,  but  I  might  have  expected  more 
from  nature,  if  I  had  trufted  the  delivery  to  it. 

This  lady  was  fo  well  that  fhe  could  have  got 
up  again  the  next  day  after  this  delivery^  which  was 
her  firh:,  after  which  w'omen  generally  feel  lefs 
pain  than  in  their  following  lyings-in. 

Observation  CCXIV. 

I  was  fent  for  on  the  fifth  of  May  1707,  to  lay 
a  lady  who  was  not  taken  with  true  labour  pains 
till  three  days  after  I  had  been  with  her;  but 
when  once  they  begun,  they  were  very  ftrong  and 
frequent.  I  found  the  waters  ready  to  come  away, 
and  my  hand  was  ftained  with  a  little  blood.  The 
waters  foon  came  away,  and  the  head  prefented  at 
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the  os  tinc^.  I  perceiveil  that  the  blood,  in 

great  plenty,  this  forprized  me,  having  at  Hrd: 
looked  on  that  appearance  of  blood  as  a  fign 
of  a  fpeedy  delivery^  this  made  me  look  about  me. 

I  could  make  no  doubt  of  this  proceeding  from  the 
loofening  away  of  a  confide, rable  part  of  the  pla¬ 
centa^  without  there  being  any  likeliliood  to  put 
an  end  to  it  by  delivery^  the  child  being  too  far 
advanced,  and  the  pains  too  ftrong  and  frequent, 
to  be  able  to  pufh  it  up,  and  Aide  in  my  hand  to 
feek  for  the  feet.  Fortunately  this  lady  was  young, 
refolute  and  Arong,  and  without  being  frightened 
at  this  accident,  the  danger  of  which  flie  was  fenfible 
of,  by  the  weaknefs  it  caufed  in  her,  encouraged  her 
pains  fo  vigorouAy,  that  Aie  was  at  laA  delivered, 
more  by  the  help  fhe  gave  herfclf  than  that  of  na¬ 
ture  or  mine. 

The  child  was  a  very  weak  girl,  with  three  turns 
of  the  chord  round  the  neck,  whereby  it  was  fo 
Aiortened  that  one  of  the  veAels  broke  in  the  very 
beginning  of  labour^  and  afforded  a  greater  Aux 
as  the  pains  encreafed,  by  the  continual  tearing  it 
underwent.  The  delivery  retarded  in  the  mean  ' 
tinie  by  the  Aiortnefs  of  the  chords  otherwife  the 
child  would  not  have  been  long  in  coming  forth, 
conAdering  the  Arength  of  the  pains.  I  difen- 
tangled  the  child  as  foon  as  Aie  was  born,  and 
brought  away  the  placenta.  The  mother  was  very 
weak,  but  by  the  means  of  good  care  and  good 
food  Aie  foon  recovered  her  Arength.  1  have  feven 
times  Ance  delivered  her  without  any  accident. 

Reflexion. 

In  difentangling  the  chord  from  round  the  child’s, 
neck,  I  plainly  faw  the  opening  of  the  vefTel  which 
appeared  like  an  excoriation  on  one  of  thofe  knots 
which  are  found  in  the  umbilical  vein,  and  from 

T  3  whence 
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whence  the  blood  feemed  to  proceed  rather  by 
tranfudation  than  rupture.  It  plainly  appeared, 
that  the  blood  did  hot  come  from  the  loofening 
away  of  the  placenta^  as  none  came  out  of  the  ^va- 
gina  till  I  had  brought  it  away. 

Thofe  knots  of  the  umbilical  vein  are  occafioned 
by  its  being  longer  than  the  arteries,  which  force 
it  to  dilate  here  and  there  and  caufe  Httle  varices. 
This  never  happens  to  the  arteries,  tho’  they  fliould 
be  longer  than  the  vein,  becaufe  of  the  fwiftnefs 
of  the  blood’s  motion,  and  the  drong  contradlile 
power  of  the  coats  of  the  arteries. 

Had  this  woman  had  lefs  courage,  I  mufi  have 
been  obliged  to  open  the  child’s  cranium  to  bring 
it  away,  and  fave  the  mother’s  life,  as  it  was  too 
far  advanced  to  be  returned  and  brought  out  bv 
the  feet.  But  as,  thanks  to  heaven,  I  have  never 
found  myfelf  reduced  to  this  extremity,  I  can 
give  no  rules  about  wdiat  ought  to  be  done  in 
thofe  occafions. 


C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

Of  the  flooding  which  is  caiifed  by  a  fupprejjmi 

of  the  merfrua. 


HERE  is  a  fort  of  flooding,  quite  different 
^  from  the  foregoing  ones,  which  proceed 
from  a  long  fuppreOion  cf  the  menftrua,  during 
which  tim.c  a  Vvoman  labours  under  all  the  com¬ 


plaints  that  attend  pregnancy^  time  only  fltewing 
the  miiiake,  or  when  nature  overloaded  difeharges 
itfelf  by  thofe  veiTels  which  are  deftined  to  that 
fundion.  This  difeharge  is  fometimes  fo  ex- 
ceffive,  as  to  terrify  much  when  its  caufe  is  not 
known.  This  happens  to  women  of  all  ages  and 
conditions.  I  faw  a  maid  of  fifty-five  who  loft 
her  life  by  ir,  without  the  fiux  giving  way  to  any  re¬ 
medy. 
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medy.  Maiiriceaii  is  miftaken  in  advancing  rliat  a 
flooding  cannot  happen  to  a  woman  who  has  ha,d  .no 
commerce  with  a  man.  I  have  delivered  the  coun- 
tels  of  .  .  .  who  when  feven  years  old  fuhered 
fuch  exceffive  ones,  that  her  life  was  feveral  times 
in  danger. 

As  this  flooding  has  a  great  relation  to  tliofe 
which  proceed  from  other  caufes,  we  ought  to  be 
able  to  diifinguifh  them  well  from  one  another  ; 
for  it  is  often  preceded  and  attended  with  pains  in 
the  loins,  which  fometimes  bear  downwards,  with 
throws  and  vomitings,  exaflly  the  fame  as  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  a  woman  who  is  near  her  labour. 

Observation  CCXV. 

The  fecond  of  November  1685,  a  draper’s  wife 
five  and  fourty  years  old,  thinking  herfelf  four 
months  and  a  half  gone  with  child,  perceived  a 
flight  difcharge  of  blood,  wdiich  put  hex^  in  a  great 
fright,  pains  foon  came  on,  which  began  round 
the  loins  and  terminated  dov/nvrards,  with  a  con¬ 
tinual  lift  to  go  to  fcool  v/ithout  being  able  to  do 
it.  She  fent  for  me  in  a  hurry,  I  found  her  in. 
bed,  the  blood  not  having  foaked  in  becaufe  of 
the  thicknefs  of  the  feather  bed,  formed  a  fort  of 
bath,  there  being  a  hollow  formed  as  on  purpofe 
juft  under  her.  Upon  examining  her,  I  iound  the 
body  and  mouth  of  the  uterus  in  its  natural  ftate, 

I  ordered  her  to  remain  in  bed  which  I  caufed  to  be 
Riade  up  with  the  ftraw  bed  only,  to  avoid  both 
excefs  of  heat  and  cold,  and  to  abftain  from  any 
ftrong  liquor,  for  fear  of  ftirring  up  the  humours 
ftill  more.  By  thefe  means  fhe  foon  got  rid  of  this 
difcharge,  and  it  never  returned  afterwards. 
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Reflexion. 

Women  at  this  age  for  the  mod  part  fuffer 
footer  or  Jater  thefe  fupprefTions,  followed  by  ex- 
ceffive  evacuations,  which  then  ceafe  for  good. 
In  fome  this  does  not  happen  till  the  fiftieth  year 
ot  later. 

Thofe  whofe  menflrua  leave  them  early  are 
fubjedl  to  more  indifpofitions,  upon  the  account  of 
their  breeding  more  humours,  nature  being  flronger 
in  them.  Bleeding  and  purging  are  requifite  here, 
to  fupply  the  want  of  evacuation. 

Young  women  in  the  flower  of  theit  age  are 
alfo  fubjedl  to  this  and  I  have  taken  notice,  that 
immediately  after  thefe  large  evacuations  they  foon 
become  pregnant,  the  uterus^  after  having  been  fo 
well  cleanfed,  becoming  more  difpofed  to  receive 
the  feed  and  retain  it.  When  this  evacuation  has 
lafeed  too  long,  I  have  fometimes  tried  bleeding  and 
glyfters  but  have  found  them  inefFetflua],  teft  being 
all  we  can  truft  to. 

G  II  A  P.  IX. 

How  to  diftinguifld  between  the  floodings  that 
proceed  jrom  a  mole  or  falfe  conception^  from 
a  true  pregnancy,  or  a  Jiniple  fnpprejfion  of 
the  menfes. 

A  WOMAN  big  with  a  mole,  as  I  have  had 
occafion  to  fay  before,  growls  confiderably 
bigger  from  thp  very  firfl:  months,  whereas  flio 
that  is  really  with  child,  growls  big  only  after  the 
lecond  or  third  month,  and  fire  that  labours  under 
a  fuppreiTion  of  the  menflrua  has  the  fame  com¬ 
plaints  as  the  lad,  her  belly  alfo  flattening  at  fird, 
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i  and  growing  bigger  and  bigger  afterwards  till  na- 
j  ture  has  call  off  what  oveVloads  it,  when  this  hap- 
]  pens,  a  woman  has  the  fajiie  complaints  as  if  flie 
i  w^as  going  to  mifcarry,  barring  this  one  thing,  that 
1  no  waters  come  away,'^  which  is  alfo  the  cafe  in  the 
;  coming  away  of  a  mole. 

Observation  CCXVI. 

The  thirteenth  of  February  1702,  I  was  fent  for 
)  to  a  merchant’s  wife,  who  told  me  that  fhe  thought 
[  herfelf  three  or  four  months  gone  with  child,  when 
\  fome  fmall  difcharges  of  blood,  made  her  rather 
i  incline  to  think,  that  it  was  the  fuppreffion  of  her 
^  menfes  which  had  caufed  the  complaints  fhe  had 
[  laboured  under,  that  five  days  after  fhe  had  felt 
fome  pains  like  thofe  of  labour  which  went  off  upon 
f  the  coming  away  of  a  certain  quantity  of  very 
t  clear  water,  and  that  the  difcharge  of  blood  had 
[  ftill  kept  on,  and  cncreafed  to  fuch  a  degree  on  the 
;  feventh  day  as  to  make  her  very  uneafy,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  belief  fhe  was  in,  of  its  being  owing 
to  her  former  fuppreffion,  but  that  new  fymptoms 
appearing  fhe  had  been  forced  to  fend  for  me  on 
the  tenth  day. 

I  found  her  in  a  very  high  fever,  her  pulfe  was 
one  time  very  ffrong,  then  quite  loft,  fhe  had  an  in¬ 
tolerable  head-ach,  her  lips  and  tongue  were  fcorch- 
ed,  fhe  was  continually  drinking  cyder  to  quench 
her  thirft,  and  there  exhaled' from  below  a  cadave¬ 
rous  ftencfi,  which  thofe  that  came  into  the  room 
were  not  able  to  bear. 

I  made  no  doubt  of  the  retention  of  fome  fo¬ 
reign  body  being  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  fymptoms, 
whether  it  were  a  foetus^  clods  of  blood  or  membranes 
but  I  was  rather  inclined  to  think  it  a  fcetus^  upon 
the  account  of  the  coming  away  of  clear  waters. 
The  os  tinea  tho’  fiiut  in  appearance  made  but  a 

fmall 
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imall’reriftance  to  the  introduclion  'of  one  finger, 
I  joined  another  to  it,  and  kept  dilating  this  ori¬ 
fice  by  removing  them  from  one  another,  I  added 
two  more,.. by  the  help  of  which  I  brought  away  a 
corrupted  followed  by  as  corrupted  a  placenta. 
After  this  her  complaints  ieffened  by  degrees  and 
a  fortnight  after  Hie  was  perfedly  recovered. 

Reflexion. 

I  have  feen  numbers  of  mifcarriages  which  have 
begun  by  thefe  flight  floodings,  which  fometimes 
are  carried  off  by  proper  management  immediately 
applied. 

This  woman  might  eafily  be  miftaken  at  firfl, 
but  the  pains,  and  difcharge  of  clear  waters 
which  came  on  afterwards,  fhould  have  undeceived 
her. 

The  corruption  which  was  communicated  to  the 
niafs  of  blood  by  the  dead  fcetus^  caufed  this  burn¬ 
ing  fever  and  unequajity  of  pulfe. 

The  eafe  with  which  I  introduced  my  finger 
into  the  os  tincce^  was  owing  to  its  being  kept  moift 
by  the  continual  difcharge  of  blood. 

1  was  not  furprized  at  the  placenta  following  fo 
cafily,  the  foregoing  f  coding  being  a  certain  proof, 
that  it  was  partly  loofened  away  already. 

Observation  CCXVII. 

’  The  thirteenth  of  April  1704,  I  was  defired  to 
go  to  a  lady  eight  leagues  off,  whom  I  had  lain 
the  year  before.  She  told  me  that  fhe  had  a 
flooding  for  five  or  fix  days,  which  made  her  very 
uneafy,  becaufe  file  thought  herfelf  about  three 
months  gone  with  child  ;  that  for  the  three  firfl 
days  the  blood  came  pretty  much  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  in  her  r/mifes  ^  but  that  afterwards  fhe 

had 
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had  fuffered  very  ftrong  and  prefTing  pains,  which 
had  made  her  void  on  a  fudden  a  certain  quantity  of 
clear  water,  which  had  wetted  her  bed,  which  iikewife 
happened  to  her  in  her  fird  labour^,  but  not  in  fuch 
great  quantity  *,  that  afterwards  the  pains  had  lef- 
iened,  without  going  off  entirely  ;  that  this  com¬ 
ing  aw-ay  of  w^aters  had  been  followed  by  an  ex- 
ceffive  floodings  which  however  came  by  intervals 
and  w^as  attended  with  a  very  bad  fcent,  a  violent 
head-ach  and  fliiverings,  '  The  os  iinc^  eafily  gave 
way  to  the  introdudlion  of  my  finger,  and  I  found 
a  body  partly  membranous  and  partly  flefhy,  very 
much  refembling  a  placenta^  but  without  any  chords 
and  too  large  for  a  foetus  of  three  months,  the 
fwtus  too  muff  have  been  too  large  to  be  loft 
among  the  clods  of  blood.  Be  that  as  it  wall,  this 
membranous  body  had  an  intolerable  fmell,  1 
cleared  the  ziterus  of  it,  as  Iikewife  of  large  clods 
of  blood.  Seven  or  eight  hours  after,  I  gave  her 
an  emollient  glyfter  with  a  little  honey,  which 
opened  her  body  again,  that  had  been  conftipated 
for  feveral  days.  All  the  bad  fymptoms  w^ent  off 
that  very  night,  and  fhe  foon  got  up  again. 

Reflexion. 

This  cafe  is  fomewhat  like  two  that  I  have  re¬ 
lated  before,  with  this  difference,  that  in  them  the 
membrane  which  contained  the  waters  followed,  and 
here  it  remained  behind  and  putrefied.  There 
was  no  flooding  when  I  came,  but  only  a  difeharge 
of  a  reddifti  ferum^  as  it  generally  happens  when 
any  clods  of  blood  have  remained  in  the  uterus^ 
which  fermn  is  more  or  lefs  ftinking,  according  as 
the  clods  of  blood,  from  whence  it  proceeds  are 
more  or  lefs  putrefied.  However,  this  ferum  has 
its  ufe,  as  it  keeps  the  os  tinea  moift,  and  makes 
it  thereby  fufceptible  of  a  fufficient  dilatation. 


It 
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It  is  very  ufual  for  the  flooding  to  return  after  its 
being  (lopped,  and  to  dontinue  till  the  uterus  has 
got  rid  of  the  foreign  body,  either  by  the  (Irength 
of  nature  or  the  furgeon’s  help. 

I  have  fometlmes  found  in  extrading  thefe  fo¬ 
reign  or  membranous  bodies,  that  they  were  not 
attached  to  the  uterus^  and  were  neverthelefs  at¬ 
tended  with  a  floodings  which  inclines  me  to  believe 
that  their  putrefaftion  is  attended  with  a  vicious 
fermentation^  which  caufe  fuch  a  violent  extenfion 
to  the  veiTels  of  the  uterus^  as  to  open  them  and 
bring  on  a  flooding  which  lelTens  as  the  uterus  dif- 
charges  any  of  this  corrupted  matter,  but  there 
always  remains  enough,  to  raife  a  new  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  confequently  a  new  flooding, 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  bleeding  at  the  nofe, 

f 

H  E  blood  is  contained  in  velTels  which  may 
£  be  broke  either  by  their  too  great  fulnefs, 
or  by  the  acrimony  of  their  contents,  this  may 
happen  either  in  their  lengths  or  at  their  extremi¬ 
ties,  which  is  the  place  where  the  hjemorrhage  I 
am  upon,  chiefly  happens,  and  which  is  not  the  lefs 
dangerous  for  the  child,  for  being  fo  remote  from 
it,  the  blood  of  the  head  not  ferving  leis  for  its 
nourifliment  than  that  of  the  bread  or  belly. 

Observation  CCXVIII. 

The  feventh  of  March  1686,  I  was  fetched  very 
early  in  the  morning  to  a  baker’s  wife,  w^ho  had 
the  v/orfl:  bleeding  at  the  nofe  I  ever  faw.  I 
found  in  an  earthen  pot  above  eight  pints  of  blood, 
which  (he  had  loft  in  three  or  four  hours  time, 
without  their  giving  me  notice  of  it,  through  the 

hopes 
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hopes  they  were  in  of  its  flopping  every  minute, 
as  it  really  did,  before  I  had  time  to  try  any  re¬ 
medy.  I  was  furprized  to  fee  fuch  a  great  quantity 
of  blood  difcharged  through  the  nofe  in  a  woman 
with  child  and  near  her  time,  without  her  fainting 
away  with  it.  She  was  as  pale  as  death  ;  I  gave  her 
fome  broth  immediately,  forbad  her  to  blow  her 
nofe,  whatever  defire  fhe  had  to  do  it,  and  put  her 
to  bed  with  her  head  fomewhat  raifed,  without  ex¬ 
citing  too  much  heat  by  coverings.  I  ordered 
fome  clear  water  for  her  drink,  avoiding  by  all 
means  all  forts  of  flrong  liquors.  She  told  me 
that  fhe  flill  felt  her  child.  I  faw  her  feverai  times 
that  day,  fhe  feemed  pretty  quiet,  her  pulfe  was 
exceeding  low.  Tho’  fhe  told  me  that  fhe  felt  her 
child,  I  could  not  be  quite  eafy,  and  putting  my 
hand  upon  her  fides  and  belly,  I  could  feel  no¬ 
thing  of  it  even  while  fhe  toki  me  fhe  did. 

At  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  her  hufband 
came  to  tell  me  that  his  wife  felt  fome  pains,  and 
had  voided  a  great  deal  of  water.  I  went  imme¬ 
diately  and  found  the  child  prefenting  at  the  os 
tinea.  She  had  but  two  or  three  pretty  flight  pains, 
before  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  dead  child, 
the  placenta  followed  eafily ;  there  came,  away 
hardly  any  blood  ;  fhe  was  very  weak,  but  did 
very  well,  and  got  up  again  in  three  weeks  time. 
I  have  laid  her  feverai  times  fince,  without  this  ac¬ 
cident  happening  to  her. 

Reflexion» 

Had  I  been  called  foonerto  this  woman,  I  con- 
fefs  ingenioufly  that  I  could  have  been-  of  no  fer- 
vice  to  her,  having  found  aflringents,  refrigerants, 
fevulfions,  ligatures,  cupping  glafles,  fridions  and 
the  like,  all  ineffedual. 

One 


2  86  A  general  Treatife  of  M  i  d  w  i  f  r  y. 

One  would  imagine  that  a  woman  in  fuch  a  con» 
dition  could  never  have  ftrength  to  go  thro’  with 
delivery^  but  I  have  often  met  with  the  contrary^ 
which  may  perhaps  be  ov/ing  to  the  child  coming 
away  with  more  eafe,  on  account  of  the  general 
relaxation  of  the  body. 

Observation  CCXIX. 

The  tv/enty-feventh  of  July  1715,  I  was  within 
two  leagues  of  Caen^  with  a  lady  to  lay  her,  when 
I  was  defired  to  go  to  the  parifh  of  LajpUy  to  a 
waggoner’s  w^ife,  who  had  fuffered  a  great  bleed¬ 
ing  at  the  nofe,  ever  fince  the  day  before.  I.  went, 
and  luckily  for  me  the  blood  did  only  dribble  down 
when  I  came.  All  I  ordered  her  to  do  v/as  to 
drink  frefh  water,  and  not  to  blow,  her  nofe.  I 
was  very  uneafy  upon  the  account  of  her  child 
-  when  file  told  me  that  fhe  was  'but  feven  months 
and  forj'ie  days  gone  of  her  time,  making  no  doubt 
of  her  mifcarrying,  upon  the  account  of  the  great 
quantity  of  blood  ihe  had  loft.  She  was  put  to 
bed,  and  good  broth  given  her.  She  was  fo.weak 
that  (he  could  hardly  raife  her  head.  I  was  fure 
that  her  child  was  alive,  having  feveral  times  felt 
it  very  diftindly.  They  came  to  tell  me  the  next 
day,  that  llie  had  labour  pains,  I  went  to  her  im¬ 
mediately,  and  found  the  waters  gathered  and 
child  well  fituated.  The  waters  came  aw^ay  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after,  and  the  navel-ftring  pre- 
fented  before  the  head.  I  immediately  put  her  in 
a  proper  fituation,  puftied  back  the  head,  and 
brought  the  child  out  by  the  feet,  it  lived  but  three 
days.  The  mother  was  fo  weakened  by  the  lols 
of  blood,  that  ihe  was  two  days  without  any  fenfes, 
and  without  knowing  that  ihe  was  brought  to  bed. 
She  however  got  up  again  in  ten  days  in  pretty 
good  health. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

.  Of  Convulfions. 

i 

CONVULSIONS,  unlefs  fpeedily  helped, 
put  both  mother  and  child  in  danger  of  their 
lives.  A  convtilfion  is  the  contradlion  of  a  mufcle 
towards  its  origin,  caufed  by  the  obftru6fion  of  the 
nerve  through  which  the  animal  fpirits  are  con¬ 
veyed  to  its  fibres.  Every  mufcle  has  its  antagonifi, 
and  the  equal  diftribution  of  fpirits  between  them 
hinder  one  from  acting  more  than  the  other  ,  when 
the  nerve  of  one  is  obfirucSted,  the  fpirits  are  forced 
into  the  oppofite  mufcle  and  make  it  contradl. 

Thele  obfiructions  are  occafioned  either  by  fome 
fliarp  humours  irritating  the  membranous  parts,  or 
by  the  too  great  vifcidity  of  the  juice  they  con¬ 
tain. 

Slight  convuJfions  are  of  no  great  confequence  : 
when  they  are  fharp  and  laft  long,  the  intention  of 
cure  is  to  foften  the  (harpnefs  of  the  blood  and 
humours,  and  to  lefien  its  quantity  in  plethorick 
habits,  or  to  repair  the  Ioffes  of  nature  when  this 
arifes  from  inanition. 

We  muff  have  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  parts 
•affedled,  as  v/hether  it  be  the  brain,  yenticle,  blad¬ 
der  or  uterus^  whether  any  great  quantity  of  w^ater 
has  fallen  into  the  membranes  which  contain  th© 
child,  or  between  the  membranes  and  uterus^  or  lafily 
whether  there  be  any  fuppreffion  of  urine,  for  thefe 
humours  being  extravafed  or  detained  in  thefe  parts 
will  grow  fharp  and  caufe  violent  irritations,  and 
there  is  often  no  hope  of  cure  but  in  ddiverjy 
which  muff  be  put  in  pradice  without  any  delay, 
and  of  all  deliveries  this  is  the  word  both  for  mother 
and  child,. 
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'  Observation  CCXX. 

/ 

A  weaver’s  wife  having  been  full  of  complaints 
the  whole  time  of  her  pregnancy^  found  herfeJf  in 
labour y,  tho’  (he  was  a  good  way  off  her  time.  The 
pains  being  weak  and  remote  with  flight  convulfive 
motions,  (he  did  ^not  think  it  neceflary  to  give  me 
notice  of  her  condition,  fo  that  I  was  gorie  into 
the  country  about  bufinefs  5  and  tho’  1  was  not 
far  off,  and  they  made  what  hafte  they  could  to 
fetch  me,  her  convulfions  were  almoft  continual 
before  I  could  be  with  her.  Her  fenfes  were  gone, 
and  (lie  had  hardly  any  pulfe.  The  midwife  told 
me  that  the  child  prefented  the  buttocks,  which  I 
found  true,  fo  that  having  gently  pulhed  back  that 
part  and  taken  hold  of  the  feet,  I  found  another 
child  in  its  membranes  and  waters ;  having  there¬ 
fore  joined  the  feet  of  the  firft  together,  tho’  they 
were  pretty  far  from  one  another,  I  drew  them 
out  as  tar  as  the  thick  part  of  the  thighs,  and  find¬ 
ing  that  it  came  with  the  face  upwards,  I  turned 
it  to  place  it  downwards,  and  then  drew  it  quite 
out,  I  made  two  ligatures  upon  the  navel-ftring, 
and  cut  it  off  between  them.  The  child  being 
dead,  I  gave  it  to  the  midwife  to  give  it  all  the 
little  helps  generally  ufed,  when  there  is  any  hopes 
of  its  not  being  quite  dead  :  but  all  was  to  no 
purpofe. 

I  was  bufy  in  the  mean  time  in  opening  the 
membranes  and  feeking  for  the  feet  of  the  other 
child,  whom  I  brought  forth,  dead  alfo.  There 
w^'as  but  one  placenta. 

Reflexion. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  had  I  been  at  hand  at  the 
beginning  of  thefe  convuJfms^  I  might  have  faved 

the 
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the  life  of  thefe  children,  who  were  fat  and  flout, 
tho*  not  at  their  full  growth. 

Observation  CCXXI. 

The  thirteenth  of  July  1701,  a  citizen’s  wife,  a 
tall  flrong  woman,  whofe  labours  were  generally 
lingering  and  difficult,  had^  at  the  very  beginning 
of  her  fifth  labour^  fome  flight  convulfive  motions, 
which  made  her  very  uneafy,  and  engaged  her  to 
fend  for  me,  which  fhe  never  ufsd  to  do  till  the 
very  laft  extremity.  I  did  all  I  could  to  make  her 
eafy  ;  but  the  convulfions  encreafing,  I  was  not 
without  fear,  but  took  care  to  conceal  it.  The 
child  was  alive,  I  could  feel  the  head  through  the 
membranes  \  the  waters  were  gather’d  in  great 
quantity  •,  but  the  child  was  ftill  too  high  to 
expedl  a  fpeedy  delivery.  She  loft  her  memory, 
.and  alfo  her  fenfes  by  intervals  ;  her  convul¬ 
fions  were  flrong,  and  almoft  continual  *,  her 
pains  flow  and  remote,  as  in  her  former  labours-: 
Whereupon  I  refolved  upon  opening  the  mem- 
branes.^  and  pufhing  back  the  head  a  little,  that  I 
■might  have  room  to  introduce  my  hand  to  feek 
for  the  feet,  v/hich  I  foon  found,  and  put  an  end 
to  her  labour.  I  brought  away  the  placenta.,  the 
convulfions  ceafed  immediately.,  her  fenfes  and 
memory  returned,  and  fhe  got  up' again  in  good 
health  eight  days  after ;  but  the  child,  which 
was  a  boy,  died  foon  after  its  birth,  tho’  it  had 
fuffered  nothing  in  the  delivery^,  which  lafted  not 
more  than  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Reflexion. 

When  convulfioxns  are  at  this  height,  inflant 
delivery  is  the  only  means  to  fave  the  iLother’s  life, 
and  to  prevent  the  child  dying  in  the  literus  ^  v/hen 

U  they 
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cthey  are  lefs  violent,  remedies  muft  be  put  ia 
pradlice. 

Observation  CCXXII. 

A  lady  who  lived  twelve  leagues  ofF,  befpoke 
me  to  attend  her  when  fhe  fhould  be  in  labour ;  ac- 
,.cordingly  I  went  to  her  on  the  fixteenth  of  O^o- 
her  1693.  The  next  day  after  dinner,  fhe  made 
me  fit  down  by  her  upon  a  fettee  bed,  to  talk  with 
more  eafe.  Having  converfed  together  for  half 
an  hour,  fhe  leanM  her  head  back  againft  the  head 
of  the  fetee,  as  if  fhe  had  a  mind  to  look  up  to  the 
floor  over  it ;  her  eyes  and  eye-lids  vs^ere  ftrongly 
convLilfed  :  This  communicated  itfelf  to  all  parts 
’of  the  body,  but  not*  with  an-  equal  violence. 
She  loft  her  fpeech,  and  her  fenfes  were  almoft 
gone.  I  was  afraid  leift  her  illnefs  jhould  encreafe 
while  we  had  no  appearance  of  labour^  tho^  it 
was  now  the  time,  according  to  her  reckoning.  I  or¬ 
dered  her  to  bed,  and  made  up  a  glyfter,  which  was 
given  her  immediately.  1  fent  to  the  next  towa 
for  a  very  learned  phyfician  who  ufed  to  attend 
her  when  fhe  was  ill.  I  wrote  for  feveral  reme¬ 
dies,  which  the  phyfician  brought  along  with  him, 
adding  fome  things  which  I  had  no  knowledge  of, 
to  which  he  attributed  a  fpecific  virtue  againft  this 
diforder.  But  feeing  that  thofe  drops,  of  I  know 
not  what,  had  no  effedf,  and  that  night  came  on, 
he  was  glad  to  leave  the  burden  to  me,  telling 
me,  that  my  prefence  was  fufficienf,  being  able  to 
do  more  with  my  hand,  than  all  the  phyficians 
with  the  beft  apothecary’s  fliop. 

I  gave  her  a  glyfter  with  a  few  drops  of  oil  of 
amber  in  a  fpoonful  of  broth,  and  now  and  then 
put  fome  fpirit  oft  Sal  Armoniac  under  her  nofe.  I 
made  her  a  julep  with  the  ConfeSl.  Hyacinth^  and  a 
few  drops  of  ‘Imbi,  Cajior^  of  which  ihe  took  a  few 
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fpoonfuls  now  and  then*  This  had  fo  good  an 
effect,,  that  the  convulfive  motions  went  off  almoft 
entirely,  but  her  fpeech  and  fenfes  did  not  return. 
She  then  remained  in  bed  motionlefs,  taking  with¬ 
out  difficulty  all  the  nouriiliment  I  gave  her,  in 
which  I  was  very  intent,  left  nature,  already  much 
deprefb’d,  fliould  unk  entirely. 

Three  days  after,  I  perceived  that  fhe  prefs’d 
her  lips  nov/  and  then,  her  hips  moving  at  the 
fame  time  ;  taking  notice  that  this  happen’d  by- 
intervals,  and  that  thefe  motions  increafed,  I  made 
no  doubt  of  labour  having  a  great  ffiare  in  them. 
I  touched  her  to  inform  myfelf,  and  found  the 
child’s  head  thro’  the  membranes^  advanced  enough 
to  make  us  exped:  a  fpeedy  and  happy  iftlie.  I 
gave  her  fome  good  ftrong  broth,  and  every  now 
and  then  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  fpirituous  liquor  with 
a  little  wine,  to  help  nature,  that  had  fuffered  fo 
much  for  four  days. 

All  thefe  precautions,  tho’  they  have  their  ufe^ 
proved  of  little  fervice  \  fhe  all  this  while  bearing 
her  pains  without  moving :  Enquiring  into  the 
caufe  of  it,  by  trying  to  make  her  move,  I  found 
that  all  the  right  fide  Vv^as  paralytick^  not  having 
perceived  it  before,  by  reafon  of.  her  moving  fo 
little  before  labour  camie  on. 

I  immediately  had  the  bed  properly  raifed, 
without  ftirring  and  fatiguing  her,  the  pains  being 
come  to  their  laft  pitch,  I  happily  delivered  her 
of  a  fine  ftout  boy,  who  has  always  enjoyed  a  very 
good  ftate  of  health.  The  mother  was  a  long  time 
in  recovering,  but  got  well  enough  in  fix  months 
'  to  go  to  the  waters  of  Bourbon^  where  ftie  got  a 
perfed  cure. 
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Reflexion.  •, 

The  caufe  of  this  illnefs  feemed  to  have  refided 
in  the  brain,  by  the  lofs  of  fenfes  and  fpeech  which 
followed  *5  for  tho’  iTae  had  convulfive  motions, 
they  were  not  real  convulfions  ;  this  appears  by  the 
child’s  not  dying,  as  the  others  did  in  -much  lefs 
time,  and  by  the  woman’s  remaining  paralytick 
afterwards,  which  is  generally  the  confequence  of 
an  apoplexy^  but  not  of  convulfions. 

OBSERVilTION  CCXXIII. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  March  1695,  the  miller  of 
Colombi^s  wife  fent  for  me-,  flie  was  reduced  to  the  laft 
extremity  by  a  very  bad  complaint  flie  had  laboured 
under  for  feveral  months.  I  found  her  with  pains 
in  her  belly,  which  were  not  very  fharp,  but  con¬ 
tinual  ;  they  were  attended  with  convulfive  mo¬ 
tions,  and  often  with  convulfions  ftrong  enough  to 
put  her  in  danger  of  mifcarrying.  She  was  leven 
months  gone  with  child,  tho’  fhe  rather  feemed  as 
if  fhe  had  gone  her  full  time,  and  was  big  with 
two  children,  her  belly  being  of  a  monlfruous  fize 
every  way,  walking  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty, 
and  having  a  continual  motion  to  make  water,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  do  it,  but  drop  by  drop. 

Flaving  refle(5led  upon  all  thefe^  complaints,  I 
made  her  lay  down  by  the  fire  upon  a  ifraw  bed, 
in  the  fame  fituation  as  if  I  was  going  to  deliver 
her :  In  trying  to  introduce  the  probe  into  the 
urethra^  I  found  fome  refinance.  I  then  dip¬ 
ped  my  finger  in  oil,  and  fiid  it  into  the  vagina  ; 
I  found  the  head  of  the  child  pufhing  upon  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  intercepting  the  courfe  of 
the  urine.  I  puffied  it  up  gently,  as  high  as  I 
could  s  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the  wa¬ 
ter 


A  general  Treatife  ^  M  r  d  w  i  f  r  Y,  293 

ter  gufhed  forth  in  Inch  a  quantity,  that  it  is 
hardly  credible  how  the  bladder  could  diftend  fo 
much  without  breaking.  This  gave  her  eafe  im~ 
'  mediately,  and  llie  enjoyed  her  health  to  her  de-. 
livery^  having  fliown  her  how  to  eafe  heiTelf. 

Reflexion. 

The  water  coming  into  the  bladder  by  degrees, 
made  it  dilate  in  this  extraordinary  manner  •,  but 
the  fibres  having  once  attained  to  their  utmofl;  de¬ 
gree  of  extenfion,  and  the  water  by  dill  coming 
in,  continuing  to  diftend  them,  which  water  by  its 
long  ftay  muft  have  acquired  a  great  degree  of 
acrimony,  the  fibres  muft  have  fuffered  a  very 
great  irritation  ;  which  being  communicated  to  the 
genus  nervofum^  and  by  that  means  interrupting 
the  equal  diftribution  of  the  fpirits,  brought  on 
thefe  convulfions. 

* 

Observation  CCXXI  V. 

On  Monday^  Jpril  23,  1698,  a  furgeon’s  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  village  of  Pont  P Abe^  that  was  married 
and  near  her  time,  walked  two  leagues  to  go  to 
her  father’s  houfe,  with  a  defign  of  lying-in  there ; 
fhe  took  it  into  her  head  the  very  next  day,  to  fulfil 
a  vow  two  other  long  leagues  oft ;  whilft  flie  was 
hearing  mafs  there,  flie  felt  the  waters  coming 
away  in  great  plenty,  the  fatigue  of  her  walk  not 
having  a  little  contributed  to  it,  She  told  it  to 
two  women  that  were  along  with  her,  who  advifed 
her  to  remain  in  the  place  fhe  was  at,  or  to  take 
fome  convenient  carriage  to  carry  her  back;  but 
fhe  v/as  refolved  to  return  on  foot  as  fhe  came :  She 
found  no  fmall  difficulty  in  it,  upon  account  of  the 
pains  fhe  felt  in  her  belly  and  loins.  As  foon  as 
fhe  was  come  to  her  father’s  houfe,  ffis  went  to 

U  3  bed 
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bed  and  fent  for  the  midwife  \  who  finding  the 
child’s  head  well  placed^  made  no  difficulty  of  af- 
furing  her,  that  the  delivery  would  foon  be  over, 
as  the  pains  grew  a  little  ftrongcr  *,  but  the  pains 
not  encreafing  in  the  leaft,  I  was  fetched  on  the 
Thurfday  evening.  I  found  her  labouring  under 
the  ilrongeft  conVulfions,  without  fpeech  or  know¬ 
ledge  of  any  thing  her  belly  was  exceffively 
fwelled  and  tenfe,  and  the  child’s  head  filled  the 
pafiage  fo  exadily,  tho’  it  was  fiill  pretty  high, 
that  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  redium  were 
ftrongly  comprefs’d,  not  a  drop  of  water  having 
come  from  her  all  that  day  •,  and  it  being 
impofiible  to  throw  in  any  glyfier,  though  it 
had  been  attempted  feverai  times ;  a  very  bad 
fmell  exhaled  from  the  private  parts.  1  endea¬ 
voured  between  the  convulfions,  which  followed 
one  another  very  clofe,  to  difplace  the  child’s  head, 
and  Hide  in  my  hand  by  the  fide  of  it,  to  find  the' 
feet  but  the  paiTage  was  too  much  filled  for  me 
to  execute  niy  defign :  This  efiity  however  was  not 
fruitleis,  for  by  the  little  motion  which  I  gave  to 
the  head  I  fomewhat  freed  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der  ;  this  opened  -a  free  courfe  to  the  urine,  which 
poured  down  with  fuch  a  force,  that  it  made  a 
hilling,  noife  as  it  came  out,  and  wetted  the  bed 
thro’  and  thro’*,  the  le^j/io?i  of  the  belly  and  bad  • 
imell  lellened  confidcrably  thereby.  She  was  quite  i 
free  from  any  convulfion,  and  her  fenfes  and  fpeech  ' 
returned  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour.  As  this  woman, 
and  thofe  that  were  about  her,  affirmed  that  the  I 
child  was  kit  a  very  little  while  before  fhe  was  ^ 
ieized  with  the  convulfions,  I  poured  a  little  war  | 
ter  on  its  head  with  a  fpoon  and  chriften’d  it. 
Things  promifing  to  take  a  better  turn,  there  ^ 
coming  on  fome  fiight  pains,  I  waited  patiently  ‘ 
till  four  in  the  morning ;  but  finding  the  flench 
to  cncreafe  wdthout  the  child’s  advancing  in  the  . 

leafl^  I 
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leaft,  or  giving  any  figns  of  life,  and  that  the  wo¬ 
man,  by  the  weaknefs  ihe  was  reduced  to  by  the 
length  of  the  labour^  was  incapable  of  bearing  up 
any  longer  without  finking,  I  refolved  to  deliver 
her.  Having  taken  the  neceflary  precautions,  I 
introduced  my  fciflars  into  the  child’s  head  to 
about  the  middle  of  the  blades ;  then  opening 
them  wide,  I  made  myfelf  room  to  take  away 
part  of  the  cranium^  and  as  much  of  the  brain  as 
i  pleas’d ;  by  which  means  the  head  was  very  much 
reduced  in  its  bulk.  Thus  I  extradled  it  and  fi- 
nifhed  the  delivery^  without  any  of  the  women  that 
were  prefent,  or  fne  herfelf  perceiving  that  I  had 
made  ufe  of  any  inftrument.  The  navel-firing 
was  fo  rotten,  that  it  could  make  no  refiflance  *,  fo 
that  I  was  forced  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the 
uterus  to  loofen  the  placenta^  The  whole  was  per¬ 
formed  in  lefs  time  than  it  would  take  to  repeat 
twice  the  Miferere.  I  faw  her  again  the  next  day, 
fhe  told  me  that  fhe  fell  afleep  as  foon  as  I  left  her, 
and  did  not  wake  till  five  hours  after. '  She  was  as 
well  as  if  her  labour  had  been  one  of  the  eafieft. 

Reflexion. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  violent  tenfion  of  the 
bladder  was  the  occafion  of  the  convulfions,  fince 
they  ceafed  as  foon  as  the  bladder  was  emptied. 

I  cannot  help  fetting  forth  here,  what  advantage 
the  feiffars  have  before  the  crotchet  and  tire  tete  \ 
for  when  the  child  is  as  little  advanced  in  the  paf- 
fage  as  this  was,  if  the  crotchet  or  tire  tete  is  fixed 
upon  one  of  the  parietal  bones,  it  will  be  tore 
■  away  at  the  firfi:  pull  ;  and  the  crotchet  cannot  be 
introduced  into  the  hole  of  the  ear,  or  in  the  orbits 
without  putting  the  woman  to  a  great  deal, of  tor¬ 
ture  ;  nay  fometimes  it  cannot  be  done  at  all :  For 
fuppofe  there  was  a  little  room  left  when  the  head 

IJ  4  prefented 


2g6  A  general  Treatife  of  M  i  d  w  i  f  R  y* 

prefen  ted  firft,  yet  afterwards  the  membranous  parts 
of  the  woman  and  hairy  fcalp  of  the  child  are  fo 
tumihed  by  the  continual  prefTure,  that  it  is  even 
impoflible  to  Aide  in  a  probe,  much  lefs  the  crotchety 
and  hand  which  is  requifite  to  fix  it  right. 

In  introducing  my  finger  into  the  anus  of  this 
woman,  as  far  as  the  os  facrumy  I  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  remarking,  that  the  os  coccygis  eafily  gives 
way,  and  can  never  be  any  hindrance  to  delivery  s 
we  may  fay  the  fame  of  the  clitoriSy  which  Mr. 
Feu  accufes  fo  wrongfully. 

Observation  CCXXV. 

The  thirteenth  of  Atigtiji  1687,  a  gardener’s  wife 
who  had  feveral  children,  and  being  now  about 
four  months  gone  with  child,  having  fuffered  with¬ 
out  complaining,  feveral  convulfive  motions,  was 
fuddenly  taken  with  fuch  violent  pains,  that  flie 
had  only  time  to  lay  down  upon  the  ground  *,  her 
body  and  extremities  grew  as  fiifF  as  wood,  but 
her  fpeech  and  fenfes  did  not  leave  her.  1  was 
fetched  in  a  hurry.  I  found  her  pulfe  ftrong  and 
good,  her  complexion  natural,  her  judgment  found, 
and  the  pains  gone  off.  I  afked  her  whether  fhe 
had  been  afflidted  with  the  ufiial  complaints  of 
breeding  women,  and  what  w^as  her  employment. 
She  faid  flie  had  always  been  v/ell,  eating  and 
ileeping  much,  and  that  fpinning  was  her  only  oc¬ 
cupation  s  but  that  for  fome  days  fhe  had  fome 
fhiverings,  which  lafied  fo  little,  that  fhe  had  not 
minded  them  ;  and  that  her  fiomach  was  not  fo 
good,  i  judged  that  bleeding  would  give  her  the 
mofi;  relief,  and  took  hold  of  her  arm,  which  I 
was  not  able  to  bend,  tho’  affified  by  a  very  ftrong 
man  :  i  tied  it  up  in  the  fituation  it  was  in,  and 
bled  her.  Before  I  had  got  two  ounces  of  blood 
the  thumb  began  to  move,  then  the  fingers  one 
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after  another  ,  and  at  laft  the  whole  body,  before 
I  had  drawn  away  two  porrengers^full.  The  next 
day  fhe  was  taken  in  the  fame  manner I  repeated 
the  fame  remedy,  with  glyfters,  making  her  ftir 
about,  and  feed  on  the  bell  nourifhment  (he  could, 
get  according  to  her  circumftances,  and  in  a  fru¬ 
gal  manner.  Her  illnefs  returned  again  two  days 
after  *,  I  then  purged  her,  but  it  had  no  efFedl : 
Whereupon  I  kept  to  the  bleeding  only,  as  often 
as  the  accident  returned,  without  minding  the  con¬ 
dition  fhe  was  in  •,  indeed  fometimes  two  ounces 
were  fufficient  to  get  oif  the  fit.  She  was  bled  85 
or  87  times  in  the  five  laft  months  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  notwithftanding  which  fhe  was  happily 
brought  to  bed  of  a  healthy  child. 

Reflexion. 

I  impute  this  woman’s  illnefs  to  the  fedentary 
life  fhe  led,  and  her  grofs  way  of  living,  which 
bred  a  foul  vifcid  blood,  and  made  the  circulation 
languid  ;  the  animal  fpirits  which  refulted  from 
thence  participating  of  the  fame  vicious  qualities,  ne- 
ceffarily  clogg’d  throughout  their  whole  extent  all 
the  nerves  which  had  their  rife  from  the  fpinal 
marrow,  and  confequently  rendered  motionlefs  all 
thofe  parts  where  thefe  nerves  are  diftributed,  which 
are  the  trunk  and  extremities,  till  the  bleeding: 
taking  off  part  of  the  load,  enabled  nature  to 
break  through  the  remaining  obftrudlion.  The 
nerves  of  the  brain  being  filled  with  a  more  fubtle  . 
fpirit,  fhe  was  capable  of  performing  all  thofe 
fundfions  which  depend  upon  them  ;  fo  that  in  the 
very  midft  of  her  fits,  fhe  was  fenfible,  fpoke, 
heard  and  faw,  as  well  as  at  other  times. 

Thefe  numbers  of  repeated  bleedings  fhew,  that 
we  are,  on  fome  occafions,  forced  to  overlook  ge¬ 
neral  rules. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

•  '  Of  the  Meconium. 

CHILDREN  in  uterus  hare  two  fenfibic 
excretions ;  one  is  a  clear  ferum  which  falls 
into  the  bladder,  and  is  called  urine  %  the  other  is 
of  the  confidence  of  honey,  and  of  a  brownilh 
colour  ;  this  is  called  meconium^  and  is  depofited 
in  the  inteftines :  Thefe  parts  are  defigned  to  keep 
thefe  excrements  till  the  birth  of  the  child.  But 
it  often  happens  in  lingering  labours^  and  thofe 
againfi:  nature,  that  thefe  organs  are  forced  to  void 
their  contents  by  the  violent  compreffion  they  fuf- 
fer  y  whence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  voiding 
the  meconium  is  more  or  lefs  dangerous,  according 
to  the  fituation  of  the  child  ;  when  it  is  in  an  unna¬ 
tural  one,  this  fymptom  need  not  be  minded  ;  but 
if  it  is  well  placed,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  danger  ^ 
and  if  the  navel-dring  either  accompanies  or  pre¬ 
cedes  the  head,  the  death  of  the  child  almoft  al¬ 
ways  enfues,  tho’  the  very  hrft  pain  after  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  firing  fhould  expel  it  out  of  the 
uterus. . 

Observation  CCXX VI. 

In  June  1686,  I  delivered  two  filters  within  a 
few  days  of  one  another,  whofe  children  prefented 
both  the  buttocks.  As  foon  as  I  was  come  to  the 
hrft,  a  woman  told  me  that  the  waters  were  gone 
olT,  and  that  fhe  voided  a  great  deal  of  a  black 
matter.  I  foon  conjedlured  what  part  prefented, 
this  being  almoft  always  a  certain  mark,  when  it 
happens  in  the  beginning  of  labour.  I  touched 
her  however,  to  be  quite  fure,  and  found  a  round 
fofc  body,  with  a  reparation  in  the  middle,  which 

began 
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began  at  the  bottom  of  the  fpine  and  ended  be¬ 
tween  the  thighs ;  the  fcrotum  put  me  quite  out  of 
'doubt;  the  head  too,  befides  its  largenefs  and 
roundnefs,  being  hard  and  without  any  feparation. 

The  child  not  being  much  engaged,  and  the 
woman  without  pain,  I  eafily  pulhed  it  back  and 
brought  it  out  by  the  feet,  and  by  that  means  pre» 
vented  the  labour  from  being  a  lingering  one,  as 
it  would  in  all  likelihood  otherwife  have  been. 

Reflexion.'.  ^  '  ' 

There  is  no  wonder  that  the  meconium  fliould 
come  aWay  in  this  cafe,  when  we  conlider  the  po- 
fl-ure  of  the  child,  together  with  the  contradlions 
of  the  uterus  and  endeavours  of  the  mother,  which 
niufl:  have  comprefsM  the  inteftines  to  a  very  great 
degree. 

Observation  CCXXVII. 

The  third  of  December  1698,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  citizen’s  v/ife  who  was  in  labour ;  but  it  was  ib 
flow,  that  fhe  would  not  fend  for  me  tho’  fhe  had 
been  in  it  for  two  days.  I  found  that  the  waters 
were  gone  off ;  the  meconium  came  away  in  great 
plenty,  and  her  pains  were  exceeding  w^eak  and 
remote,  tho’  the  head  was  advanced  far  enough  to 
make  us  expedt  the  delivery  as  foon  as  the  pains 
fhould  grow  flronger.  I  gave  her  a  (harp  glyfler, 
which  griped  her  much,  but  made  no  alteration 
in  her  labour.  The  child  flill  feemed  alive  by  fome 
little  motions  it  made,  which  however  were  fo 
weak,  that  I  could  not  truft  entirely  to  them. 
Her  pains  grew  flronger  at  about  twelve  o’  clock 
at  night,  and  I  delivered  her  of  a  dead  child,  all 
oyer  daubed  with  meconium.  She  was  fo  exhaufted 

diaf 
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that  It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  that  ffic 
got  up  again  in  fix  weeks. 

Reflexion. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  when  the  child  prefents 
right,  and  the  meconium  comes  away,  it  is  owing 
to  its  being  dead,  or  fo  weakened  by  fome  other 
diftemper,  that  the  inteftinal  fibres  are  fo  relaxed- 
as  not  to  be  able  to  retain  it. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

/ 

Of  the  navel- firing’^  prefentmg. 

WHEN  the  head  prefents  right  and  wholly 
fills  up  the  paffage,  and  the  navel-firing 
comes  down  before  it,  the  child  almoft  always  pe- 
rifhes,  unlefs  the  woman  be  delivered  as  foon  as 
the  firing  appears,  which  is  often  impoffible  to  be 
done  ;  for  in  this  cafe  the  navel-firing  is  fo  ftrongly 
prefs’d  between  the  child’s  head  and  the  bones  of 
the  pelvis^  that  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  ab- 
folutely  intercepted  thereby. 

Observation  CCXX VIII. 

The  third  of  January  1689,  I  was  defired  to 
lay  a  weaver’s  wife,  whom  1  found  in  true  laboury 
with  llrong  preffing  pains.  During  the  ffiort  in¬ 
terval  which  the  pains  gave  me,  I  enquired  into 
the  fituation  of  the  child.  I  found  it  thro’  the 
membranes  pretty  near  and  well  placed  *,  the  pains 
continuing,  the  waters  came  away,  the  navel-firing 
following  to  a  foot’s  length.  But  fortunately  the 
pains  continued  fo  brifk,  that  they  expelled  the 
child  before  I  had  time  to  make  myfelf  uneafy 
about  this  unforefeen  accident ,  and  yet  notwith- 

ftanding 
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{landing  the  quicknefs  of  the  work,  the  child  was 
fo  weak  that  I  thought  it  dead  ;  but  it  recovered 
and  did  very  well. 

Reflexion.  ' 

When  I  touched  this  woman,  the  pains  followed 
fo  clofe  upon  one  another,  that  the  waters  never 
retired  upwards  enough  to  give  me  liberty  to  dif- 
cover  the  firing  *,  but  what  caufed  my  ignorance, 
alfo  faved  the  child’s  life. 

Observation  CCXXIX. 

The  feventh  of  December ^  fetched 
to  a  butcher’s  wife,  whofe  pains  were  ftrong,  but 
very  diftant ;  the  membranes  pufhed  down  ftrongly, 
and  the  waters  hindered  mie  fporO  feeling  the  child, 
which  forced  me  to  (lay  till  the  pain  was  off*,  and 
as  I  certainly  felt  the  head,  tho’  afar  off,  I  re¬ 
mained  quiet  till  the  v/aters  were  come  away,  af¬ 
ter  which  I  examined  to  fee  what  progrefs  the  head 
had  made.  I  w^as  furprized  with  finding  a  great 
length  of  the  navelfiring  out  of  the  uterus  *,  but  I 
was  foon  made  eafy  again,  the  head  not  being 
come  dov/n  far  enough  to  hinder  me  from  fliding 
my  hand  into  the  uterus^  and  feeking  for  the  feet. 
This  was  executed  almofl:  as  foon  as  thought  of, 
and  there  came  forth  a  (lout  boy,  w^ho  as  well  as 
the  mother  was  in  very  good  health. 

Reflexion. 

The  firing  was  exceeding  fmall  and  foftifli,  which 
might  be  the  reafon  of  my  not  feeling  the  pulfation 
before  the  coming  away  of  the  waters. 
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Observation  CCXXX. 

The  third  of  September  1695,  a  plowman’s  wife 
near  the  town  of  Chifreml^  half  a  league. off  this 
place,  being  in  labour^  the  waters  came  away,  and 
were  followed  by  the  firings  which  came  out  to  a 
confiderable  length.  A  neighbour  that  knew  more 
than  the  midwife,  knowing  that  this  accident- 
was  not  without  danger,  fent  a  man  and  horfe 
for  me  in  a  hurry.  I  loft  no  time,  going  as 
faft  as  a  good  horfe  could  carry  me.  I  found  her 
with  prefling  pains,  which  encreafed- continually ; 
the  head  was  far  advanced,  and  the  firing  cold  and 
without  any  pulfation,  notwithftanding  all  the  pre¬ 
cautions  they  had  taken  to  keep  it  warm,  both  by 
reducing  and  pufhing  it  in,  when  they  could  do  it, 
and  by  holding  warm  cloths  to  it.  I  made  her 
get  up  and  fit  in  her  hufband’s  lap,  and  bid  her 
-hold  in  her  breath,  and  pufh  down  as  ftrongly  as 
if  Ihe  was  going  to  ftool  j  in  the  mean  time  I  dif- 
engaged  the  head  gently  on  both  fides  with  my 
fingers.  She  was  delivered  with  the  very  firft  pain, 
but  of  a  dead  child,  as  I  expeded.  I  did  not 
bring  away  the  placenta  immediately,  to  fee  if  the 
circulation  would  not  recover  its  courfe  ;  but  find¬ 
ing  this  ufelefs,  I  finifhed  my  work  and  left  her 
in  a  pretty  good  ftate. 

Reflexion. 

’  This  woman  aflured  me  that  fhe  had  felt  her 
child  give  a  great  leap,  lefs  than  half  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  before  I  came. 

We  muft  always  be  very  cautious  in  examining 
children  that  come  forth  dead,  having  feen  feveral 
that  have  come  to  themfelves  again,  after  the  firing 
has  been  cut,  by  putting  them  before  the  fire, 

walking  . 
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wafhing  them  with  hot  wine,  or  blowing  fome  in¬ 
to  their  mouths. 

Observation  CCXXXI. 

Ten  or  twelve  days  after,  I  was  fetched  in  the 
fame  hurry  to  a  neighbour  of  this  woman,  who 
was  in  the  like  circumifances.  She  had  been  a  long 
time  in  labour  \  the  child’s  head,  tho’  not  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  was  enough  fo  as  to  prefs  the  firings  and 
flop  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  which  I  knew  by 
its  want  of  pulfation,  coldnefs  and  flabbinefs,  tho* 
the  midwife  had  done  all  Hie  could  to  keep  up  its 
heat,  by  pufhing  it  back  into  the  vagina^  and  even  / 
behind  the  head,  before  it  was  fo  far  advanced, 
and  had  cherifhed  it  with  warm  cloths.  As  her 
pains  were  very  diftant  and  flight,  and  did  not 
grow  ftronger  by  her  changing  her  fituation,  I 
placed  her  acrofs  the  bed,  eafily  pufhed  back  the 
head,  and  foon  flniihed  the  delivery  by  bringing  out 
the  feet ;  but  the  child  was  dead.  I  brought  away 
the  'placenta^  and  the  mother  did  very  well. 

I 

Observation  CCXXXIL 

The  feventeenth  of  Aiiguft  1699,  a  Ihoemaker’s 
wife  being  in  labour^  the  membranes  broke,  and  the 
firing  came  out  with  the  waters.  The  midwife  fent 
for  me  immediately  ;  but  being  out  of  the  way,  I 
was  not  with  her  till  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after.  The  firing  was  cold,  and  without  any  pul¬ 
fation,  notwithflanding  the  care  the  midwife  had 
taken  to  reduce  it  behind  the  head  as  long  as  flie 
could,  it  always  falling  out  again  as  the  pains  re¬ 
turned  ;  the  child  too  had  ceafed  to  move  ever 
fince  the  appearance  of  ^the  firings  whence  I  judged 
it  dead.  .  ' 

'  The 
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The  pains  being  continual  and  the  head  far  ad“ 
vanced  into  the  vagina^  I  was  in  hopes  that  Ihe 
would  foon  be  delivered  ;  but  feeing  that  things 
remained  in  the  fame  hate,  and  that  the  woman 
was  tormented  to  no  purpofe,  the  length  of  the 
time  fince  the  Jlring  was  come  out  making  it  fure 
that  the  child  was  dead,  (its  being  cold,  withered, 
and  without  any  puliation,  leaving  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  child’s  death,)  I  refolved  to  deliver 
her.  I  tried  in  vain  to  pulh  back  the  head,  it  was 
too  much  locked  in,  the  pains  were  too  conftant, 
and  the  uterus  bore  down  too  much.  Upon  this  I 
changed  my  defign,  opened  the  head  with  my  knife, 
introduced  my  hand  into  it,  ufing  it  hook  ^fafliion, 
and  by  that  means  finifhed  the  delivery.  She  foon 
recovered. 


Reflexion. 

•  * 

'File  delivery  ought  to  be  attempted  as  foon  as  we 
find  that  the  firing  prefents  before  the  head,  it  be¬ 
ing  to  no  purpofe  to  try  to  reduce  it  behind  the 
head,  which  at  that  time  fills  up  the  whole  palTage, 
and  can  only  admit  you  to  pufh  it  back  into  the 
vagina,,  aud  it  will  fall  down  again  at  every  pain  ; 
and  if  you  have  done  fo  much  as  to  reduce  it  into 
the  uterus^  what  hinders  you  from  finiihing  the  de¬ 
livery  at  once,  by  feeking  for  the  feet ,  the  chief 
difficulty  is  then  over. 

.  The  heat  of  the  firing  depending  on  the  blood 
that  circulates  within  it,  the  warm  cloths  which 
are  tiled  to  cheriffi  it  up,  are  ufelefs,  for  if  the  „ 
circulation  is  once  flopped,  they  will  not  reftore  it. 

I  think  that  it  is  more  advifeable  to  let  the  firing 
hang  out  than  puffi  it  back  into  the  vagina,,  the 
contortions  it  muft  then  be  in  being  able  in  fome 
manner  to  obflrudl  the  circulation. 


When 
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» 

When  a  child  is  in  an  unnatural  fituatioh,  the 
Jiring  not  being  comprefs’d  between  the  bones,  the 
danger  is  nothing  near  fo  urgent. 

Observation  CCXXXIII. 

The  feventeeqth  of  November  1700,  a  footman 
was  fent  for  me  with  all  fpeed  to  go  three  leagues 
off  to  his  miftrefs,  who  thought  that  fhe  had  ilill 
three  weeks  to  go,  and  yet  was  in  labour  when  he 
came  away.  She  was  brought  to  bed  above  three 
hours  before  I  could  be  with  her.  I  found  the 
child  between  her  legs ;  the  placenta  had  not  been 
brought  away,  and  the  pulfation  of  the  Jiring  was 
exceffively  ftrong,  and  the  child  had  no  ways  been 
■'  injured. 

Observation  CCXXXIV. 

Mrs . being  feized  with  a  pain,  had  but 

juft  time  to  throw  herfelf  upon  the  bed,  and  the 
child  was  born,  without  there  being  any  body  pre¬ 
fen  t  who  had  the  fenfe  to  give  a  pull  to  the  Jirijtg 
and  placenta.  She  remained  above  two  hours  in 
that  condition,  without  the  child  being  injured 
by  it. 

Observation  CCXXXV. 

The  conntefs  of . who  lived  fix  leagues 

I  oft,  was  brought  to  bed  above  two  hours  before  I 
►  came  to  her  I  found  the  child  ftill  holding  by 
f  the  Jiring i  the  placenta  not  being  detached,  and 
I  the  circulation  was  very  perceptible.  She  v/ould 
I  not  buffer  any  body  to  touch  her,  and  it  was  lucky 
I  that  I  came  fo  boon  as  I  did,  it  being  but  three 
:  o’  clock,  and  I  was  not  to  be  there  till  the  evening, 
i  1  had  no  more  trouble  than  uliial  in  bringing  away 

X  thebe 
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the  placenta^Sy  tho’  thefe  women  had  been  brought 

to  bed  fo  long  before  I  came. 

» 

Reflexion. 

* 

The  firings  were  as  hot,  or  rather  hotter  than 
the  mother  and  child,  tho’  nothing  had  been  done 
to  them  befides  keeping  them  in  bed  along  wijh 
the  child. 

One  might  have  expected  fome  difficulty  in 
bringing  away  placenta* s^  on  account  of  the 

contradion  which  happens  to  the  os  tinc^  as  foon 
as  the  child  is  born  ;  which  however  was  not  the 
cafe. 


Observation  CCXXXVI. 

The  fecond  of  June  1 7 1 1 ,  as  I  was  near  Font 
FEveque  to  lay  a  lady,  I  was  defired  to  go  to  a  neigh¬ 
bour  of  mine,  a  plowman’s  wife,  who  was  fix  months 
gone  with  child,  and  had  a  quartan  fever,  whofe 
fits  were  very  ffiarp.  I  found  her  fo  ill,  that  fhe 
had  loft  her  fenfes,  her  pulfe  was  unequal  and  in¬ 
termitted.  I  did  not  know  what  to  order  her,  befides 
fome  water  with  a  toaft  in  it  for  her  common  drink, 
with  at  moft  one  or  two  fpoonfuls  of  wine  in  a 
great  glals  of  it  to  quench  her  thirft  ;  and  the  next  : 
day,  which  was  to  be  her  well  day,  a  glyfter  of  i 
whey  with  a  fpoonful  of  honey  to  open  her  body  5^  ' 
affuring  them  at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  was  in  great  ! 
danger  of  mifcarrying.  I  faw  her  the  next  day,  j 
but  fhe  was  only  fo  far  better  as  not  to  be  delirious, 

I  afked  her  whether  fhe  could  tell  exadly  how  far 
fhe  was  gone  of  her  time,  and  whether  her  child 
was  alive  and  ftrong;  to  which  fhe  anfwered,  that  ‘ 
fhe  was  fix  months  and  a  half  gone  with  child,  but 
that  it  had  been  much  weaker  for  a  few  days  paft. 

I  came  to  her  again  in  the  height  of  her  fit,  and 

took  1 


A  general  Treatife  ^  M  i  d  w  i  f  R  y.  307 

took  notice  that  fhe  made  fome  motions  with  her 
arms  and  hips,  and  fhewed  fome  iineafmefs. 
I  was  told  upon  aflcing  thofe  about  her,  for  flie 
herfelf  was  delirious,  that  Ihe  had  not  thefe  mo¬ 
tions  in  her  other  fits.  I  touched  her,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  of  labour  being  the  caufe  of  them.  I  found 
the  waters  ready  gathered,  but  the  child’s  head 
ftill  very  high.  I  fat  down  to  wait  the  event, 
and  foon  perceived  a  more  violent  motion  I  touched 
her  again,  the  waters  came  away,  and  the  head 
prefented  with  the  Jlrmg  before  it  ;  whereupon  I 
immediately  pufhed  back  the  head  and  brought 
away  the  feet.  The  placenta  followed  without 
my  having  the  trouble  to  loofen  it.  The  child 
lived  fix  days.  She  had  two  very  bad  fits  after 
this,  but  her  lochia  having  ceafed,  I  gave  her  an 
ounce  of  bark  in  powder,  which  carried  off  her 
fever. 


Reflexion. 


I  have  with  very  good  fuccefs  given  glyfiers  with 
half  an  ounce  of  bark  decoded  in  water,  to  women 
while  their  lochia  were  on. 


CHAP.  XiV. 


Of  the  placenta’i  coming  out  before  the  child. 

HEN  the  placenta  prefents  before  the  child. 


whether  it  be  fiill  at  the  bottom  of  the 


vagina^  or  come  out  wholly  or  in  part,  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  confiderable  flooding:  In  this  cafe  tht placenta 
muft  without  any  delay  be  taken  av/ay,  and  the 
child  delivered^  otherwife  both  mother  and  child 
muft  inevitably  perifii. 
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Observation  CCXXX VII. 

The  twenty-third  of  March  1687,  I  was  fetched 
in  hafte  to  a  lady  two  leagues  olF,  who  was  fudden- 
ly  taken  with  a  flooding  during  the  laft  month  of 
her  pregnancy  *,  but  the  flooding  was  fo  exceffive  by 
the  detachment  of  the  placenta  which  I  found  out, 
that  file  was  dead  a  long  time  before  I  could  be 
with  her.  No  body  could  tell  me  the  caufe  of  this 
accident. 


Reflexion. 

Could  I  have  been  with  this  lady  fooner,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  I  fhould  have  faved  her  life, 
the  placenta  having  already  prepared  the  way,  and 
the  os  tinea  in  floodings  being  always  foft,  and  eafily 
fufceptible  of  a  fufficient  dilatation  for  delivery. 

Observation  CCXXXVIII. 

The  thirteenth  of  February  1696,  a  thrafher  of 
the  parifh  of  St,  Germain  de  Fournehut^  fetched  me 
to  his  wife,  who  had  been  in  labour  ever  fince  the 
day  before,  and  had  a  flooding  for  two  hours  pail. 
I  went  immediately,  tho’  it  was  a  league  off.  As 
I  entered  the  yard,'  feveral  women  were  coming 
but  flirieking.  I  found  the  placenta  which  the  laft 
pain  had  thrown  out  of  the  vagina,^  and  the  blood 
pouring  down  in  great  abundance.  I  pulled  away 
the  placenta^  Aid  my  hand  into  the  uterus^  and 
brought  away  the  child  by  the  feet,  but  it  died 
after  being  chriftened.  The  mother  herfelf  was 
very  near  dying,  and  had  I  been  in  bed  fhe  muft 
infallibly  have  perifhed,  a  few  minutes  later  putting 
it  out  of  my  power  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  her. 

She 
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'  She  recovered  pretty  foon,  notwithftanding  the 
great  quantity  of  blood  fhe  had  loft. 

Reflexion. 

'When  iht  placenta  prefents  at  the  entry  of  the  va¬ 
gina^  it  is  then  wholly  detached  and  detained  from 
coming  quite  out,  by  nothing  elfe  but  its  bignefs  and 
connexion  to  the  membranes^  which  arc  tore  open  by 
pulling  it  away,  as  it  certainly  happened  here,  the 
waters  which  mixed  with  the  blood  at  that  time 
making  the  difeharge  exceflive.  Authors  advife  to 
make  an  opening  into  the  placenta^  and  bring  away 
the  child  thro*  it  to  vavoid  tearing  the  membranes. 
But  placenta  notwithftanding  that  opening  would 
be  continually  falling  down  and  occupying  the  paf- 
fage  ;  and  the  only  inconvenience  v/hich  can  arife 
from  having  the  membranes  tore,  is  the  leaving  any 
-  part  of  them  in  the  uterus^  which  if  it  happens, 
can  be  cleared  away  with  more  eafe  than  the 
centa  can  be  tore  thro*. 

Observation  CCXXXiX. 

The  fixteenth  of  OEiUler  1710,  a  barber’s  wife 

»  ^ 

being  in  a  very  flow  labour  for  two  days,  the  pains 
encreafed  at  night,  and  a  very  great  flooding  en- 
fued  ;  the  midwife  gave  me  notice  of  it  imme¬ 
diately.  Finding  the  flooding  excefiive,  I  laid  her 
immediately  acrofs  the  bed  with  a  deftgn  to  lay  her. 
The  midv/ife  told  me,  that  the  waters  were  pre¬ 
pared,  and  that  at  the  encreafe  of  the  pains  ftie 
expeded  to  have  them  come  away,  but  had  been 
furprized  with  feeing  blood  inftead  of  water  •,  that 
thereupon  fhe  had  not  touched  her  any  more.  I 
found  the  placenta  occupying  wholly  the  vagina.^  and 
pufhing  almoft  out  of  it.  I  immediately  pulled 
it  away,  whereupon  the  membranes  being  tore,  the 

X  3  v/aters 
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waters  came  in  great  plenty,  and  i  brought  away 
a  dead  child  by  the  feet.  The  whole  did  not  laft 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  did  not  perceive  that 
there  remained  any  more  of  the  membranes  in,  the 
uterus^  than  when  the  flacenta  comes  after  the 
child.  She  was  fome  time  in  recovering  her 
health,  having  been  fickly  during  her  pregnancy. 

Reflexion. 

How  would  it  have  been  poiTible  here  to  tear 
open  this  placenta  which  hlled  all  the  vagina. 

When  the  placenta  is  loofened  but  in  part,  then 
that  method  is  to  be  followed. 

Observation  CCXL. 

The  twenty-third  of  Jmie  1702,  I  was  fef:ched 
by  three  in  the  morning  to  the  town  of  Marande^  to 
a  woman  who  was  in  danger  of  her  life  with  a 
flooding.  I  found  part  of  the  placenta  detached 
and  coming  down  to  the  entry  of  the  vagina^  the 
flooding  encreafing  every  minute.  I  found  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  hiding  my  hand  along  this  placenta  into 
the  uterus.^  to  lee  how  the  child  prefented,  and  T 
met  with  the  fide  ;  1  pufhed  it  on  along  the  thighs 
and  legs  till  I  came  to  the  feet,  which  I  brought 
out  as  high  as  the  thighs,  then  turned  the  child  to 
place  its  face  downwards,  and  finiflied  the  delivery. 

I  brought  away  the  placenta  with  the  fame  eafe  ^ 
there  was  above  half  of  it  detached.  The  child 
died  foon  after,  and  the  mother  was  very  near 
going  too,  the  fllooding  having  continued  till  the 
evening,  but  not  to  the  fame  excefs,  tho’  enough 
to  wet  the  bed  thro’  and  run  upon  the  floor.  I 
had  her  laid  on  the  ftraw  bed,  with  rags  dipt 
in  oxycrate  upon  the  loins,  which  I  changed 
every  now  and  then,  without  leaving  any  thing  on 
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her  that  could  keep  up  any  heat.  I  gave  her  a  few 
fpoonfuls  of  broth  now  and  then,  with  cold  water 
for  her  drink.  The  flooding  being  confiderably  di- 
minifhed  in  the  evening,  I  left  her  and  flie  reco¬ 
vered,  tho*  not  of  a  long  time. 


C.  H  A  P.  XV. 


Of  vomiting. 


^HO’  vomiting  is  one  of  the  moff  certain 


fi  figns  of  a  fpeedy  delivery^  the  fhakings 
which  it  occafions,  difpofing  the  membranes  to  open, 
and  the  child  to  come  forth  ;  yet  by  lading  too  long, 
it  may  become  very  hurtful,  by  making  the  wo¬ 
man  throw  up  every  thing  fhe  topk  before  fhe  was 
ill,  and  hindering  her  from  taking  any  thing  more 
to  keep  up  her  ftrength.  When  any  black  mat¬ 
ter  is  thrown  up,  the  cafe  is  defperate, 

Observation  CCXLI. 

The  tv/enty-eighth  of  April  1697,  I  was  fent  for 
to  the  parifh  of  Eroiideville^  a  league  and  a  halT 
from  this  place,  to  lay  a  woman  v/hofe  child  pre- 
fented  the  buttocks,  which  the  midwife  midook  for 
the  head.  The  waters  had  been  gone  off  two  days; 
during  which  time  die  had  almod  always  very 
drong  pains,  Vv^ith  a  continual  vomiting,  which 
made  her  excefiive  weak,  throwing  up  more  than 
die  took  in,  there  coming  up  a  black  matter  in 
clods  which  looked  like  hog’s  blood  boiled,  and 
had  a  very  ofFenfive  fmell.  The  reddidi  dinking 
ferum  which  proceeded  from  the  private  parts, 
diewed  that  the  child  was  dead.  I  foon  brought 
it  away,  having  found  no  difficulty  in  drawing 
down  the  feet  into  the  padage,  which  was  fuffi- 
ciently  dilated  by  the  long  day  the  child  had 


X  4 


made 
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made  in  it,  it  was  quite  rotten  and  fmelt  pretty  much 
like  what  fhe  vomited  up,  as  did  likewife  what¬ 
ever  followed  the  child.  She  died  five  or  fix  hours 
after,  the  long  flay  of  the  dead  body  having  cor¬ 
rupted  her  mafs  of  blood,  and  being  quite  ex- 
haufled  for  want  of  nourifhment. 

Reflexion. 

’  r 

The  black  matter  which  flie  threw  up,  wasblood,^ 
which  was  extravafated  out  of  the  veffels  broke  by 
the  violence  of  the  vomiting,  which  acquired  that 
fmell, ^colour  and  confiftence,  by  the  flay  it  made 
in  the  ftomach.  I  cannot  look  upon  a  {linking 
breath  as  a  fign  that  the  child  is  dead  *,  for  there 
is  no  communication  between  the  uterus  and  mouth 
but  by  the  circulation,  which,  if  once  tainted,  mufl: 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  woman  ;  befides  the  child 
does  not  corrupt  as  long  as  it  is  contained  in  its 
waters,  or  there  comes  no  air  to  it,  and  as  foon  as 
thefe  v^'dters  come  away  the  woman  is  delivered. 

CHAP.  XVL 

Of  the  head  of  the  child  being  too  large ^  or  the 

faf'age  too  narrow. 

/ 

T  Have  already  faid  before,  that  tho’  the  child’s 
prefenting  the  head  is  the  moft  natural  poflure 
it  can  come  in,  yet  this  very  poflure  may  on  ibme 
occafions  prove  the  molt  fatal,  the  furgeon  having 
his  hand  tied  up,  and  being  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to  inftruments. 

When  a  woman  is  truly  m, labour^  that  the  pains 
are  flrong  and  prefling,  that  the  furgeon  finds  the 
the  waters  prepared  and  the  child’s  head  prefent- 
ing,  tho’  at  lo  great  a  diflance  as  not  to  be  aflTured 

of 
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of  it,  but  after  feveral  trials ,  when  the  pains  en- 
creafing,  break  the  memhYanes  and  difcharge  the  wa¬ 
ters  without  the  head’s  coming  any  more  forwards; 
when  one  or  two  days  pafs  in  this  manner,  the  wo¬ 
man’s  ftrength  being  exhaufted  by  the  length  of 
the  labour  and  the  violence  of  the  pains,  without  any 
change  happening  in  the  fituation  of  the  child, 
which  from  being  ftrong,  remains  without  motion; 
We  may  be  fure  this  is  owing  either  to  the  head 
being  too  large,  or  the  paflTage  between  the  bones 
too  narrov/,  which  will  occahon  exadlly  the  fame 
difficulty.  [This  paflage  is  formed  by  the  articula¬ 
tion  of  the  inferior  of  the  loins,  with  the 

fuperior  part  of  the  os  facrum^  which  throws  for¬ 
wards,  and  leave  but  a  very  fmall  fpace  between  it 
and  the  os  pubis  ;  the  oj[a  ifchia  too  fometimes  have 
fome  ffiare  in  Ifreightning  this  palTage  ;  this  has 
often  occafioned  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
labour  in  turning  children  in  unnatural  fituations, 
but  (fill  more  fo  when  the  head  has  been  fo  locked 
in,  as  to  require  inftruments  to  bring  away  the 
child.]  In  this  cafe  delivery  is  our  only  refuge. 

Observation  CCXLII. 

The  third  day  of  May  1700,  a  flioe maker’s  wife, 
a  neighbour  of  mine,  whom  I  had  happily  delivered 
of  her  firft  child,  being  big  of  a  fecond,  defired 
me  to  give  her  affiftance  when  fhe  fhould  want  it. 
As  foon  as  fhe  v/as  taken  ill,  ffie  let  me  know  it. 
I  found  her  with  ftrong  urging  pains.  As  I  made 
no  doubt  but  her  labour  would  foon  be  over,  I 
touched  her  to  make  myfelf  more. certain  of  it, 
but  was  deceived  in  this  tirfl:  trial  ;  which  I  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  waters  intercepting  my  way.  I  (laid 
for  the  going  off  of  the  next  pain  before  I  touched 
her,  when  the  waters  were  retired.  I  found  the 
head  of  the  child  thro’  the  membrams^  but  flill  at  a 

great 
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great  diftance.  Some  time  after  I  touched  her 
again,  but  finding  no  alteration,  I  went  about  my 
other  bufinefs.  I  frequently  called  upon  her  in  a 
day,  and  always  found  her  with  continual  pains,  with¬ 
out  the  child’s  coming  forwards;  though  by  the 
ftrength  of  its  motions  it  fhewed  its  difpofition 
to  come  into  the  world.  Two  days  and  two  nights 
pafTed  in  this  manner.  She  was  quite  exhaufted 
by  the  various  pofitions  I  made  her  try,  and  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  her  pains,  joined  with  continual  vomiting 
fhe  v/as  feized  with  on  the  laft  day,  not  having  had 
an  hour’s  reft ;  the  child  was  fo  weak,  that  fhe 
was  uncertain  whether  it  was  alive,  and  its  head 
had  no  ways  changed  its  pofition,  tho’  the  waters 
had  been  come  away  above  thirty  hours :  It  re¬ 
mained  fixed  at  the  extremity  of  the  vagina^  or 
entrance  of  the  pelvis^  and  fo  far  off,  that  I  could 
but  juft  reach  it  with  my  finger.  Seeing  no  ob- 
ftacle  on  the  mother’s  fide,  whom  I  had  delivered 
the  year  before  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  I  judged 
that  the  child’s  head  was  too  large  to  pafs  between 
the  bones;  whereupon  I  refolved  to  deliver  her, 

I  laid  her  acrofs  the  bed.  Aid  my  hand  by  the 
head,  and  brought  the  feet  to  the  paftage,  the  face 
being  downwards.  I  pulled  out  the  child  as  far  as 
the  arm-pits,  then  difengaged  botft  arms ;  finding 
a  refiftance  in  the  head,  I  introduced  a  finger  into 
the 'mouth,  pulling  the  body 'with  one  hand,  and 
the  jaw  with  the  other ;  fometimes  ftrait  on,  and 
ibmetimes  fhaking  it  fideways,  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards,  but  without  ufing  much'  force,  for  I  was 
afraid  left  the  head  ftiould  remain  behind  ;  by 
thefe  means  I  brought  it  out,  and  it  was  of  a  fur^ 
prizing  bignefs. 


ObS  E 
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Observation  CCXLIII. 

This  woman  being  in  labour  the  next  year, 
fent  again  for  me.  I  found  the  child  brilk  and 
ftrong,  but  at  a  great  diftance.  I  did  nothing 
then,  but  went  home  to  bed  ;  and  about  five  in 
the  morning  Vv^as  called  up,  the  pains  having  en- 
creafed  confiderably.  As  I  was  going  to  touch 
her,  the  membranes  broke,  and  an  arm  followed  the 
waters.  I  was  glad  of  it,  being  obliged,  without 
any  more  delay,  to  Aide  my  hand  along  the  arm, 
and  bring  the  feet  to  the  paiTage.  The  body  and 
head  came  away  with  much  lefs  difficulty  than  at 
the  firfl:  time  ;  but  I  took  the  fame  precautions,  to 
run  no  rifk.  The  waters  which  ftill  came  away, 
made  the  uterus  fufceptible  of  a  fufficient  dilatation, 
and  the  pains  ceafing,  as  it  often  happens  after  the 
coming  away  of  the  waters,  were  fo  many  things 
which  made  the  work  eafy. 

Reflexion. 

Had  this  happened  in  her  firfl  delivery^  it  would 
have  been  attributed  to  the  pafiage  not  being  yet 
formed. 

The  arm’s  prefenting  when  I  had  felt  the  head 
before,  was  owing  to  its  being  fiill  in  the  waters, 
at  the  extremity  of  the  vagina  or  entry  of  the  feU 
vis^  without  being  yet  engaged  between  the  bones, 
fo  that  it  had  full  liberty  to  retire  or  to  fall  on 
either  fide,  fufFering  by  that  means  any  other  part 
to  prefen t. 

Had  I  been  certain  in  the  firft  cafe,  that  the 
length  of  the  labour  was  owing  to  the  bignefs  of 
the  head,  I  had  delivered  her  immediately,  and 
faved  her  by  that  means  a  great  deal  of  pain, 

and 
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and  myfelf  much  trouble,  the  waters  having  been 
gone  off  fo  long  making  it  very  laborious. 

Observation  CCXLI V. 

A  plowman’s  wife,  a  quarter  of  a  league  off, 
defired  me  to  come  to  her  on  Eqfler  day  1698,  in 
the  morning.  She  had  been  two  days  in  labour^ 
and  the  waters  gone  off  twenty-four  hours  •,  her 
tongue  and  lips  were  parch’d,  and  her  teeth  furr’d 
up,  her  pains  having  been  ftrong  and  continual, 
without  giving  her  any  refl,  wdiich  made  her  fo 
weak  that  Ihe  was  not  able  to  fpeak.  I  touched 
her  to  fee  how  the  child  prefented,  and  I  found 
the  head  prefenting,  as  the  midvyife  had  told  me  *, 
but  luckily  it  was  further  off,  than  fhe  had  related.. 
The  woman  could  not  tell  whether  the  child  was 
alive  or  dead.  I  refolved  to  deliver  her,  and  to 
that  purpofe  introduced  my  hand  to  the  bottom 
of  the  vagina^  and  pulhed  back  the  head,  tho* 
with  fome  difficulty,  the  uterus  being  dry  and  em¬ 
bracing  the  child  very  clofely  ;  the  head  too  was 
fomewhat  engaged  in  the  'pelvis^  and  fo  fwelled  by 
its  long  flay  there,  that  it  was  marked  all  round. 
Having  overcome  this  difficulty,  I  Aid  my  hand 
by  it,  and  took  hold  of  the  feet  after  having  di- 
ftinguiffied  them  from  the  hands,  and  difentangled 
them  from  the  firing  and  membranes  with  which 
they  were  in  a  manner  wrapped  up,  which  is  not 
fo  eafy  to  be  done,  as  one  who  has  never  prac- 
tifcd  it,  would  imagine.  I  put  them  together  and 
brought  them  down  to  the  paffage,  and  pulled  till 
I  came  to  the  arms,  which  I  difengaged  one  after 
another.  Finding  that  the  head  made  fome  re- 
fiifance,  I  paffed  my  hand  flat-ways  under  the  chin, 
and  introduced  two  fingers  into  the  mouth  ;  then 
ading  with  both  hands,  fometimes  together  and 
fometimes  feparately,  I  brought  away  the  child,  who 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding  all  this  was  in  pretty  good  health, 
and  the  mother  got  up  in  ten  days  time. 

Reflexion. 

If  the  caufe  of  the  difficulties  of  thefe  labours 
could  be  forefeen,  the  delivery  would  be  performed 
in  the  beginning  with  a  great  deal  more  eafe,  as 
the  head  at  that  time  is  not  at  all  engaged  in  the 
pelvis^  and  the  uterus  does  not  embrace  the  child 
fo  clofe,  the  waters  not  admitting  it. 

Observation  CCXLV. 

The  eleventh  of  December  1683,  I  was  fetched 
to  the  pariffi  of  Sanfemenil  to  deliver  a  woman  who 
had  been  in  labour  two  days  and  tv/o  nights. 
The  waters  had  gone  off,  and  the  child  had  pre- 
fented  at  the  crowning  for  twenty-four  hours,  with¬ 
out  having  either  advanced  or  retired.  The  pains 
had  difcontinued  by  degrees  ever  fince,  fo  that 
thofe  fhe  Tad  now  were  very  flight,  and  the  child 
that  fcemed  ftrong  at  firff,  was  grown  fo  weak, 
that  fhe  had  not  felt  it  fince  a  violent  motion  it 
made,  which  gave  her  a  great  deal  of  pain.  There 
came  a  reddifh'  (linking  ferum  from  the  private 
parts,  and  they  were  fo  tumefy’d  and  filled  with 
the  head,  that  fhe  could  neither  go  to  flool  nor 
make  water.  She  was  very  feverlfli,  and  drank 
continually ;  her  belly  was  fwelled,  her  breath  bad, 
and  her  pulfe  weak.  I  tried  firil  to  empty  the 
bladder  with  the  catheter^  or  by  pufliing  back  the 
head,  but  I  could  do  neither,  the  urethra  being  toO; 
much  compreffed  by  the  head,  which  being  too 
'much  locked  in  to  be  pufhed  back,  I  fhould  fboner 
have  broke  into.  I  tried  then  to  give  her  a  glyfter 
but  ftill  in  vain. 


Con- 
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Confidering  the  condition  the  mother  was  in,j 
that  the  child  after  that  violent  motion  twenty-four 
hours  before  had  given  no  figns  of  life  ever  fince, 
I  made  no  doubt  of  its  being  dead,  without  ground¬ 
ing  my  judgment  upon  the  ill  fmell  of  her  breath, 
which  was  nothing  but  a  fymptom  of  her  fever ; 
I  refolved  to  deliver  her  with  the  crotchet :  To  this 
end  I  placed  her  in  a  right  fituadon,  and  tried  to 
fix  it  in  the  ear  or  eye,  but  the  parts  were  fo  tu¬ 
mefied  that  I  could  find  neither ;  fo  I  fixed  it  upon 
the  occipital  bone,  pulled  out  the  piece,  and  ap¬ 
plied  it  again  on  feveral  other  parts  *,  the  hold  not 
being  better,  gave  way  as  the  firft,  but  by  pulling 
away  fo  many  pieces,  the  head  lefTened  in  its  bulk, 
and  I  found  means  to  alter  its  pofition  a  little,  fo 
that  I  fixed  the  crotchet  in  one  of  the  orbits^  and ' 
gave  it  fo  good  a  hold,  that  I  brought  away  the 
child  at  one  pull.  Thus  did  I  finifb  a  delivery^ 
which  at  the  beginning  had  been  very  hopeful. 
The  mother  did  very  well  afterwards,  and  1  have 
delivered  her  fince  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  the 
child’s  head  not  being  fo  large,  or  fo  hard. 

Had  the  paflfage  been  larger  the  head  had  not 
remained  locked  in,  and  if  it  had  been  lefs  it  had 
paffed  as  eafily  as  that  of  the  firft  children,  and 
the  laft.  The  emollient  fomentations  and  embro¬ 
cations  of  the  antients  can  be  of  no  fervice  here, 
as  they  can’t  diminifh  the  fize  of  the  head.  They 
imagined  the  difficulty  proceeded  from  the  exter¬ 
nal  parts,  and  advifed  them  accordingly. 

I  entirely  diflike  the  crotchety  tho’  at  this  time  I 
was  obliged  to  ufe  it. 

Observation  CCXLVI. 

The  twenty-third  of  March  1694,  I  was  fent 
for  to  lay  a  woman  at  the  parifh  of  ^iel^  two 
leagues  olF  this  place  s  fhe  had  been  in  labour  ever 

fince 
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fince  the  day  before,  and  the  child’s  hand  had  fol¬ 
lowed  the  waters.  The  hand  being  very  fmall,  I 
thought  the  work  would  foon  be  over.  I  intro¬ 
duced  mine  into  the  vagina  with  a  great  deal  of 
cafe,  and  got  as  high  as  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
^  os  facrum,  or  inferior  vertebrce  of  the  loins,  which 
bent  inwards  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  left  fo  little 
fpace  between  them  and  the  os  pubis ^  that  I  was 
forced  to  repeat  my  work  four  or  five  times  before 
I  could  bring  away  the  feet ;  becaufe  my  hand 
alone,  when  opened,  was  as  much  as  could  pafs, 
and  could  not  be  drawn  back  when  it  had  hold  of 
the  foot.  I  tried  to  ufe  a  fillet,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
it  was  too  far  to  carry  it,  and  my  arm  was  too 
much  Iqueezed  to  be  able  to  fix  it  to  the  foot  *,  I 
drew  one  at  lafl  between  two  fingers,  and  the  other 
being  fortunately  by  it,  followed  almoft  of  itfelf, 
having  had  the  good  luck  to  get  hold  of  the  far- 
theft  firfi.  I  joined  them  together,  and  finifhed 
the  delivery^  ading  very  gently  and  putting  my 
finger  into  the  child’s  mouth,  which  I  was  forced  to 
pufli  much  higher  than  ufual,  by  way  of  precau¬ 
tion.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  had  not  this  child 
been  very  little,  fhe  never  could  have  been  delivered 
at  all.  It  was  ftill  alive,  but  died  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after.  The  navel-firing  being  very  fmall,  I 
was  obliged  to  be  very  cautious  in  bringing  away 
the  placenta. 

Reflexion. 

Had  this  child  been  as  big  as  they  generally 
are,  I  could  never  have  delivered  this  woman,  and 
I  muft  have  had  recourfe  to  the  c^efarean  operation, 
this  being  the  only  cafe  that  requires  it.  There  was 
but  juft  room  between  the  bones  for  me  to  intro¬ 
duce  my  hand  flat-ways,  and  when  I  pufhed  on  my 

.  arm. 
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arm,  it  was  fo  fqueezed  that  I  was  forced  to  draw 
it  away  immediately. 

I  was  furprized  to  find  this  child  alive,  fmall 
as  it  was  ;  which  was  owing  to  the  midwife  not 
touching  it  when  fhe  faw  the  arm,  and  the  mother 
having  no  pains  afterwards. 


CHAP.  XVII. 


Of  the  head  being  locked  in  the  pafage. 


HEN  the  head  has  once  entered  too  narrow 


a  pelvis^  it  is  forced  forwards  by  the  pains 


which  act  on  the  child,  and  grows  longiili  and  fiat 
to  fit  itfelf  to  the  mould  of  the  pafiage.  This  fo 
fwells  out  the  hairy  fcalp,  that  it  looks  like  another 
head.  The  more  it  gets  forwards  the  fafier  it  is 
locked  in,  and  without  being  able  to  make  its  way 
thro’  j  in  the  fame  manner  that  a  (tone,  which 
fl'iUts  the  entrance  of  a  vault  cannot  be  drawn  thro’ 
becaufe  it  grows  larger  as  it  goes  in,  and  the  hole 
which  receives  it,  narrower.  In  this  cafe  we  are 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  inftruments  to  diminilh 
the  bulk  of  the  head. 


Observation  CCXLVII. 


•  The  feventh  of  January  1689,  a  plowman’s  wife 
of  the  parifh  of  Haberville^  who  had  been  in  labour 
two  days,  fent  for  me.  ”1  went,  and  found  her 
very  weak  •,  the  child’s  head  appeared  outwards  as 
broad  as  one’s  hand,  without  having  advanced  a 
finger’s  breadth  for 'twenty-four  hours  *,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  labour  was  very  promifing,  the  pains 
followed  as  one  could  wifii,  the  head  was  well 
placed,  and  the  waters  fhewed  themfelves  in  a  rea- 
fonable  quantity,  and  came  away  regularly.  After 
fome  very  (harp  pains,  which  lafted  feme  hours. 
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the  head  advanced  by  degrees  to  the  place  it  was 
now  in,  without  moving  after.  She  had  not  felt 
the  child  ftir  for  twelve  hours  pad.  I  perceived 
that  the  waters  which  proceeded  from  the  private 
parts  had  an  ofFenfive  Imell  *,  but  this  was  not  fuf- 
heient  to  engage  me  to  deliver  her,  becaufe,  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  a6t  with  my  hand  %  there  was  no  hope 
left  but  in  the  inflruments,  and  thefe  we  are  forbid 
to  life  without  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  child^s 
death  ;  wherefore  I  waited  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
examining  matters  as  ftridly  as  I  could,  to  make 
myfelf  certain  of  \u  Being  convinced,  as  much 
as  the  cafe  would  admit,  I  opened  the  head  with 
my  knife,  and  difeharged  part  of  the  brain,  after 
which  I  ufed  my  hand  like  a  hook,  fixing  it  in 
the  infide  of  the  cranium^  and  drew  away  the  child 
in  an  inftant ;  it  feemed  to  have  been  dead  a  long 
while.  The  mother  was  a  confiderable  time  before 
flie  recovered  her  ftrength. 

Observation  CCXLVIII, 

The  fourth  of  May  1686,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
plowman’s  wife,  of  the  parifh  of  Sanfemefnil^  who 
had  been  in  labour  two  days,  and  her  pains  were  fo 
fharp  and  continual,  that  fhe  had  not  two  hours 
relpite  after  they  began.  She  told  me,  that  at  firfl 
fhe  could  feel  her  child  very  ftrong,  but  that  af¬ 
terwards  it  grew  much  weaker,  and  that  at  lafl  it 
made  one  violent  motion,  which  caufed  her  a  great 
deal  of  pain  and  emotion,  and  had  not  flirred 
fince.  I.  touched  her,  and  found  the  cnild  fituated 
as  well  as  I  could  wifh.  The  head  was  advanced  in 
the  pafTage,  and  fo  little  fqueezed,  that  1  could 
pafs  my  fingers  ail  round.  Her  pains  were  ftiil 
ftrong  enough  to  make  me  hope  that  fhe  would  be 
brought  to  bed,  but  the  reddifh  ferum  which  came 
from  the  private  parts,  with  an  ofFenfive  cadave- 

Y  rolls 
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rolls  fmell  determined  me  to  deliver  her.  I  laid 
her  acrols  the  bed  in  a  proper  fituation,  and  tried  to 
pnih  up  and  turn  without  any  other  help  but  that 
of  my  hand.  The  eafe  I  found  in  turning  my 
fingers  round  the  head,  encouraged  me  to  it,  and 
I  had  done  it,  if  there  had  been  no  other  difficulty 
to  overcome  than  this,  whjch  is  generally  the  molt 
troublefome  ;  but  having  puffied  my  hand  with  the 
fame  eafe  to  the  extremity  of  xho,  vagina^  which  I 
found  very  fufceptible  of  dilatation,  when  I  came 
to  the  fh'oulders,  which  were  pretty  near  it,  I  tried 
in  vain  to  puffi  them  back,  fo  ftrongly  were  they 
fixed  in  this  place  ;  the  uterus  gathered  about  the 
child  fo  clofely,  that  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing 
elie  but  a  glove  that  fits  tight  upon  the  hand,  ha¬ 
ving  been  put  on  by  force  ;  the  fpace  too  between 
the  vertebra  of  the  loins,  os  facrum^  ifehium  and  pu- 
hisy  was  fo  little,  that  I  was  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  crotchety  being  induced  to  it  by  the  liberty  I 
had  of  fixing  it  where  I  pleafed.  Imagining  that 
the  body  would  follow  at  the  firlt  pull,  I  applied  it 
upon  the  occipital  bone,  as  being  the  neareft  at 
hand,  but  it  made  fo  little  refiftance  that  I  tore  it 
away  at  the  firfi:  pull.  I  tried  afterwards  to  fix  it 
in  the  foramen  of  the  ear,  which  I  eafily  found ; 
but  the  head  was  fo  loofe,  turning  as  upon  a  pin, 
that  I  loft  my  hold  feveral  times ;  but  having  fixed 
it  well  at  laft,  at  one  ftroke  I  pulled  away  the  os 
petrofum  and  parietak,  1  had  then  the  fame  trou¬ 
ble  in  fixing  it  in  the  orbit ;  but  this  alfo  gave  way, 
juft  as  I  thought  the  work  was  done  ;  the  bar 
which  detained  the  ffioulders  forcing  me  to  ufe 
much  violence.  I  tried  then  once  more  to  find  the 
feet,  but  it  was  ftill  more  difficult  than  before,  the 
ffioulders  having  come  fomewhat  forwards  and 
filled  the  paftage  ftill  more  :  But  what  kept  up  my 
hopes  was,  that  I  brought  away  with  my  hand  the 
other  parietal  bone,  and  the  inferior  jaw  j  fo  that 
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of  all  the  cranium^  there  remained  now  nothing  but 
the  fuperior  jaw.  I  then  refted  a  little,  being  very 
much  fatigued.  Returning  to  iny  biifinefs,  I 
cleared  the  vagina :  The  child  having  fomewhat 
advanced:,  as  I  faid,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
wrap  up  the  neck  in  a  cloth,  and  to  .take  hold  of 
it  with  both  hands,  as  high  as  I  could  in  the  vagina^ 
above  the  remains  of  the  head,  which  ferved  me 
as  a  difedlion.  I  then  encouraged  the  woman  to 
make  her  laft  endeavour,  charging  at  the  fame  time 
the  afliftanfs  to  hold  her  very  fall  *,  my  feet  reded 
againd  the  dde  of  the  bed,  and  every  thing  was  fo 
well  condu6led,  that  the  child  came  forth-.  The 
mother,  notwithdanding  this  terrible  labour-^  got 
up  again  very  foon,  and  I  have  delivered  her  fince. 
But  the  fatigue  was  fo  great  that  I  was  not  well 
'  for  feveral  days.  : 

* 

Observation  CCXLIX. 

The  fecond  of  Augujl  1689,  ^ 
the  paridi  of  Dorilande^  to  a  plowman’s  wife,  who 
had  been  in  labour  two  days  5  I  found  her  without 
pain,  and  the  head  of  the  child  advanced  at  the 
paflage,  and  ready  to  appear  at  the  crowning.  Th(^ 
midwife  told  me,  that  the  pains  were  very  diarp 
the  fird  day,  but  had  ledened  by  degrees,  and 
entirely  ceafed  for  four  or  five  hours  pad  ;  that  the 
child  dirred  very  plainly  not  long  before.  I  exa¬ 
mined  its  fituation,  which  I  found  very  advanta- 
gious,  and  fuch  a^  one  as  fhould  not  have  redded 
the  pains  fhe  had  differed,  unlefs  there  had  been 
fome  more  remote  impediment.  I  afked  whether 
the  head  had  never  been  more  advanced.  I  was 
told,  that  in  the  height  of  a  pain  it  came  fome¬ 
what  forward,  and  retired  when  it  was  over ;  but 
that  ever  fince  the  pains  had  ceafed,  it  had  always 
remained  as  it  was  now.  I  daid  three  or  four 
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hours  longer  without  finding  any  alteration,  but  I 
made  myfelf  certain  of  the  death  of  the  child, 
and  refolved  to  deliver  her.  I  introduced  my  hand 
into  the  vagina^  where  I  found  full  liberty  to  Aide 
it  along  the  head,  as  fir  as  the  fhoulders,  which 
filed  the  paflage  fo  exadlly,  that  they  would  not 
allow  my  hand  to  go  further,  but  I  found  no 
trouble  in  puffing  them  back  ;  after  which  I  took 
hold  of  the  feet  and  brought  them  down  to  the 
paffage,  and  foon  put  an  end  to  the  delivery.  I 
found  fome  trouble  in  bringing  away  the  placenta., 
but  it  came  at  laft  with  a  little  patience,  and  ^both 
mother  and  child  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

My  finding  lb  little  difficulty  in  puffing  back 
the  fhoulders  in  this  cafe,  v/ithout  being  able  to  do 
it  at  all  in  the  other,  was,  that  the' woman  had 
not  fufiered  fuch  long  and  violent  pains,  there 
was  fome  fluids  left  in  the  uterus  to  keep  it  foft  and 
fupple,  and  make  it  capable  of  dilatation  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  turning  of  children  is  not  attended  with 
any  difficulty ;  whereas  it  is  very  laborious  when 
the  uterus  is  quite  dry. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

Of  the  child* s  being  fopped  in  the  pajjage  with 

the  face  upwards, 

WHEN  the  child  prefents  with  the  face  up¬ 
wards,  the  labour  is  always  lingering,  and 
the  danger  great  if  it  chances  to  be  locked  in  the 
paffage. 


Obser- 
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Observation  CCL. 

A  citizen’s  wife  of  Cherbourg^  whofe  labours  were 
always  lingering  and  dangerous,  refolved  to  em¬ 
ploy  me,  with  the  hopes  of  faring  better.  Being 
fent  for  the  eighth  of  September  1684,  I  went  to 
her,  and  found  her  in  labour^  with  the  child  rightly 
fituated  ;  but  its  weaknefs,  and  the  flightnefs  of  her 
pains  made  me  apprehend  left  this  labour  fhould 
prove  as  bad  as  the  reft.  I  remained  with  her  a 
day  and  two  nights  with  my  ufual  patience  ;  the 
fecond  day  at  noon  the  pains  grew  ftronger  and 
more  frequent,  and  fhe  was  happily  brought  to 
bed  of  a  boy  in  half  an  hour’s  time. 

I  was  defired  to  do  her  the  fame  piece  of  fervice 
two  years  after.  I  found  that  the  child  prefented 
fight-,  the  head  indeed  filled  the  paflage  very 
much,  but  I  did  not  imagine  there  was  any  thing 
uncommon.  It  was  not  in  my  power  to  judge  of 
it  otherwife,  the  child  being  too  far  advanced  to 
inftrucft  myfelf  further.  The  pains,  which  were 
ftrong,  and  without  ceafing,  made  me  expecl  a 
fpeedy  iftlie  but  they  lefiened  in  fu(:h  a  manner, 
that  in  two  or  three  hours  time  fhe  was  without  any  ; 
the  child  did  not  ftir,  but  there  was  no  other  bad 
fign,  that  could  make  me  doubt  of  its  life.  She 
had  an  involuntary  emiftion  of  urine^  caufed  by  the 
child’s  prefting  on  the  bladder.  Two  days  pafted 
on  in  this  manner ;  the  moft  unqucftionable  fymp- 
toms  of  the  child’s  death  began  to  appear,  and 
finding  her  fubjedt  to  fain  tings,  1  took  the  refolu- 
tion  to  lay  her  with  the  crotchet.  In  ufing  fome 
force  to  give  it  a  good  hold,  I  found  that  the  child 
had  the  face  upwards  which  furprized  me,  not  fuf- 
pedling  any  thing  elfe  befides  the  head’s  being 
locked  in  the  pafTage.  I  fixed  the  crotchet  in  the 
eye,  pulling  it  gently  with  one  hctnd,  the  other 

Y  3  keeping 
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keeping  up  the  head  underneath,  and  guarding 
the  vagina  from  the  crotchet ;  but  the  bignefs  of  the 
head,  and  ill  difpofition  of  the  parts  of  the  wonian^ 
having  obliged  me  to  ufe  all  my  ftrength,  the 
crotchet  brought  away  its  hold,  and  fixed  itfelf  in 
the  palm  of  my  hand  %  but  having  partly  perceived 
what  was  going  to  happen,  I  greatly  moderated 
the  force  I  pulled  with,  fo  that  I  was  not  much 
hurt.  I  foon  after  finifhed  the  delivery  by  means 
of  the  opening  I  had  made,  pulling  away  part  of 
the  orhit^  and  evacuating  part  of  the  brain,  which 
by  leffening  the  bulk  of  the  head,  made  it  eafier 
to  pafs  thro%  as  it  did  by  the  help  of  my  fingers, 
which  I  ufed  like  a  hook,  but  with  more  certainty 
and  lefs  danger.  I  afterwards  brought  avv^ay  the 
flacenta^  which  began  to  corrupt  as  well  as  the 
child,  on  account  of  our  not  daring  to  undertake 
deliveries  of  this  nature  without  being  fure  of  the 
dsath  of  the  child,  or  at  lead  as  certain  of  it  as 
the  cafe  will  admit. 

Reflexion. 

Tho’  this  fituation  is  in  itfelf  againfi;  nature,  and 
renders  the  labour  lingering,  yet  I  have  feen  fewer 
children  perifh  in  this  than  any  other,  having  never 
met  but  with  two,  where  I  was  forced  to  ufe  inflru- 
ments  •,  and  out  of  four;'  where  the  children  came 
of  themfelves,  I  have  at  lead  been  deceived  in  two 
as  to  their  fituation,  there  being  fo  little  difference 
between  the  face  being  upwards  or  dowmw\ards.  I 
have  never  been  forced  to  turn  any  of  them,  unlefs 
when  the  labour  lias  been  complicated  with  fome 
other  accident,  the  pains  being  generally  dronger 
than  ullial,  and  not  ceafing  but  with  the  delivery^ 
this  being  perhaps  caufed  by  the  parts  of  the  wo¬ 
man  being  more  irritated  by  this  fituation,  than 
the  natural  ’  ■  ■ 


The 
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The  head  being  fo  ftrongly  locked  in  the  paf- 
fage,  muft  be  owing  to  its  largenefs,  to  the  hairy 
fcalp  being  fwelled,  or  the  ill  dirpofition  of  the 
uterus^  or  all  together.  In  thefe  cafes,  as  foon  as 
the  child  is  difengaged  in  the  lead,  the  delivery  is 
over. 

Having  found  the  great  benefit  that  accrues  from 
evacuating  the  brain,  I  refolved  from  thence  never 
to  ufe  the  crotchety  but  when  all  other  means  proved 
inefFe61:ual. 

The  opening  into  the  flcull  ought  to  be  made 
with  different  inftruments,  according  as  the  head 
is  more  or  lefs  advanced :  If  it  prefents  at  the 
crowning,  the  knife  may  be  ufed,  there  bei  ng  no 
danger  as  long  as  the  fight  diredls  the  inftrument ; 
if  it  is  Ibme  little  way  in  the  vagina^  the  common 
feiffars  may  be  thruft  into  the  head,  opening  them 
wide  to  enlarge  the  orifice  •,  and  in  fine,  if  it  is  at 
the  extremity  of  the  vagina^  I  ufe  a  piece  of  card 
or  leather,  which  I  conducf  with  rny  hand,  and 
apply  on  the  head.  Hiding  along  it  a  knife  which 
cuts  but  on  one  fide,  and  which  I  thruft  into  the 
cranium^  to  make  a  proper  orifice. 

It  is  often  not  fuflicient  to  have  made  an  opening 
with  the  inftrument ;  it  muff  be  enlarged  by  break¬ 
ing  away  little  bits  of  thefe  tender  bones,  to  make 
room  for  the  fingers  to  pals  in;  as  we  don’t  pull 
away  any  part  of  the  fcalp,  the  roughnefs  of  the 
bones  cannot  hurt  the  woman,  as  it  may  when  the 
crotchet  is  ufed,  which  tears  away  the  fcalp  along 
with  the  bones,  and  by  that  means  leaves  their 
fharp  edges  uncovered. 


C I  I  A  l\ 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

Of  the  fide  of  the  head  prefeniing. 

This  fituatlon  is  To  evidently  known  by  the 
ear,  that  there  is  no  miftaking  it.  If  the 
head  is  far  advanced,  the  furgeon  will  want  all  his 
Hull  to  place  it  right,  otherwife  he^muft  pufh  up, 
and  turn  without  any  further  delay.  This  is  the 
furefl:  way  to  get  out  of  danger,  for  by  trying  to 
replace  the  head,  we  expofe  the  child  to  die  in 
the  paffage.  Midwives  imagining  that  the  head’s 
prefenting  is  fufhcient  for  a  happy  delivery^  often 
fufFer  the  head  to  come  too  low  to  be  puilied  up, 
which  forces  us  to  have  recourfe  to  inftrumcnts. 

Observation  CCLI. 

The  fifteenth  of  November  1686,  a  beadle’s  wife, 
exhaufced  by  the  length  of  lahoiir^  the  iflue  of 
which  the  midwife  had  promifed  happy  for  a  day 
and  two  nights  together,  fent  for  me.  The  child 
had  not  ftirred  for  a  long  while  •,  the  face  was  up¬ 
wards,  and  the  head-filled  the  vagina  and  laid  crofs- 
ways ;  fo  that  I  found  the  ear  when  I  examined  it. 

I  defpaired  of  its  being  alive,  not  only  becaufe  it  . 
did  not  ftir,  and  had  the  face  upwards,  but  alfo  ■ 
on  account  of  this  ill  fituation,  which  might  inter¬ 
cept  the  coLirfe  of  the  circulation  in  the  vefiels  of 
the  neck  ;  this  is  however  what  reafon  fuggefls, 
tho’  experience  is  not  always  agreeable  to  it,  as  may 
be  feen  in  one  of  my  obfervations.  All  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  made  me  take  fuch  meafures,  as  would 
leave  me  no  room  to  reproach  myfelf  with  any 
thing  in  a  doubt  which  I  think  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence,  fo  that  I  fet  about  placing  the  head  right. 

I  ftaid  rill  the  pain  was  off,  then  adled  as  gently  as 

I  could. 
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i  could,  but  the  return  of  the  pain  undid  what  I 
had  done  •,  however,  with  a  little  time  and  patience, 
and  pulhing  back  with  one  hand  under  the  ear, 
and  drawing  the  njertex  with  the  other,  I  could  not 
indeed  fet  the  head  entirely  right,  but  I  fomewhat 
difengaged  it ;  and  a  very  itrong  pain  coming  on, 
'the  head  came  out  far  enough  to  enable  me  to  Hide 
my  hands  fide\^ays  behind  the  ears,  by  which 
means  I  put  an  end  to  the  delivery.  The  child  was 
dead,  and  the  mother  was  a  long  time  before  fhe 
got  up  again. 

Reflexion. 

Had  not  the  pains  been  as  ftrong  and  frequent 
as  they  were,  this  delivery  could  never  have  been 
brought  to  a  happy  iflue,  confidering  the  badnefs 
of  the  fituation. 

Obse  rvation  CCLII. 

A  plov/man’s  wife  of  the  pariili  of  Ham^  two 
leagues  off,  fent  to  defire  my  afliftance.  She  had 
been  in  labour  two  days ;  the  continuance  and 
violence  of  her  pains  being  unable  to  put  an  end 
to  her  delivery,,  though  the  midwife  aflured  me 
that  the  child  prefented  the  head.  She  was  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  ftrong  hail  conftitution,  but  was  fo  ex- 
haufted  by  the  length  of  the  labour that  (lie  did  not 
feem  to  have  ftrength  enough  to  go  thro’  fo  rude 
a  Ihock.  Her  pulfe  was  weak  and  creeping,  and  fhe 
continually  threw  up  dreams  of  yellow  and  green 
hile,^  not  being  able  to  retain  any  thing,  to  keep 
up  or  get  new  ftrength.  As  fhe  had  not  felt  her 
child  for  thirty  hours,  and  the  ear  fhewed  that  the 
head  prefented  fideways,  I  refolved  upon  delivering 
her. 


I  tried 
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I  tried  firft  to.pufh  up  the  child,  but  finding 
too  much  difficulty  in  it,  not  only  becaufe  of  the 
extreme  weaknefs  of  the  mother,  but  alfo  by  the 
waters  having  been  fo  long  gone  off,  which  caufed 
the  uterus  to  embrace  the  child  fo  clofely,  that  my* 
hand  could  not  find  room  to  get  in  to  fearch  for 
the  feet ;  I  was  forced  to  pull  the  head  outwards 
as  much  as  I  could,  without  ufing  any  violence,  to 
'  apply  my  knife  upon  the  os  parietale  of  the  left 
fide,  where  I  made  an  opening  large  enough  to 
admit  two  fingers,  which  I  thought  fufficient  to 
empty  part  of  the  brain,  and  Aide  in  my  whole 
hand  :  After  this  I  pitched  upon  a  place  to  hook  in 
my  fingers  inwardly,  and  by  this  means  I  finiflred 
one  of  the  mofl;  difficult  births,  without  putting 
the  mother  to  any  pain.  The  child  was  quite  black, 
and  the  cuticle  was  loofened  in  mofl:  parts  of  the 
body.  An  hour  after,  fhe  felt  a  Aight  pain  in  the 
right  hypocondrium^  which  afterwards  became  very 
fharp  *5  a  difficulty  of  breathing  came  on,  and  I 
made  no  doubt  of  a  fpeedy  death  putting  an  end 
to  the  little  life  ffie  had  left.  I  ordered  her  an 
anodyne  glyfier  and  emollient  fomentations  for 
her  belly,  in  which  were  dipped  folded  napkins, 
and  changed  as  they  grew  cold.  I  left  her  in  this 
condition,  and  heard  no  more  of  her  for  three 
weeks  ^  when  happening  to  be  with  a  lady,  a 
neighbour  of  her’s,  ffie  came  there  to  fee  me,  be¬ 
ginning  to  recover  her  health. 

Observation  CCLIII. 

The  third  of  January  a  fmith’s  wife  find¬ 

ing  lalour  coming  on,  fent  for  her  midwife  ;  the 
waters  came  away  immediately,  and  ffie  touched 
her  to  find  out  the  fituation  of  the  child  ’,  but  not 
knowing  what  to  make  of  it,  ffie  fent  for  me.  I 
found  by  the  ear  that  the  child  prefented  the  fide 

cf 
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pf  the  head.  I  made  the  midwife  touch  it,  and 
as  the  waters  were  but  juft  come  away,  and  the 
uterus  was  (till  foft  and  flexible,  inftead  of  applying 
myfelf  to  replace  the  head  in  its  natural  fltuation, 
I  pulhed  up  and  turned,  and  thus  prevented  the 
labo^tr  from  being  lingering,  as  it  otherwife  might 
have  been,  had  I  loft  this  favourable  opportunity. 
She  was  up  again  in  eight  days  time.  '  ‘ 

<  "  1. 

CHAP.  XX. 

Of  the  child's  prefenting  diredlly  fideways^  with 
one  ear  above ^  and  the  other  below. 

I  AM  always  very  cautious  in  aflTuring  that  the 
head  prefen ts  j  the  buttocks,  knees  and  fhoul- 
ders,  of  a  large  child  differing  but  little  from  it, 
and  it  being  impoffible  to  diftingiulli  them  from 
one  another,  when  they  are  ftill  at  a  great  di- 
ftance  *,  but  even  when  the  head  prefents,  it  is  not 
lefs  difficult  to  decide  pofitively  in  what  manner  it 
prefents  *,  for  if  it  is  hard  to  find  out  when  the 
head  prefents  partly  fideways,  when  we  have  the 
ear  for  a  guide,  it  muft  be  ftill  more  fo  when  it 
prefents  directly  fideways,  there  being  no  fenflble 
difference  between  touching  the  head  in  this  fltua¬ 
tion  and  the  moft  natural. 

Observat  ion  CCLIV. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  March  1686,  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  poor  woman  of  the  parifh  of  Biniville^  two 
leagues  off,  who  had  been  in  labour  three  days. 
The  midwife  affured  me  that  the  child  was  rightly 
fituated  and  the  head  far  advanced  ;  that  fhe  had 
for  two  days  fharp  and  continual  pains,  without  the 
child  advancing  in  the  leaft,  tho’  fhe  had  not  been 
wanting  in  helping  her  to  the  utmoft,  I  found 
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the  paffage  fo  filled  by  the  child^s  head,  that  I 
could  hardly  pafs  one  of  my  fingers  to  try  to  dif- 
engage  it,  imagining  it  as  well  as  the  midwife  to 
be  rightly  fituated.  The  child  being  dead  paft 
doubt,  I  was  not  very  careful  *,  but  being  willing 
to  inform  myfelf  a  little  more,  I  pulhed  my  hand 
fomewhat  firongly  into  the  vagina^  by  which  means 
I  made  way  for  a  reddifh  (linking  ferum  tO'  come 
away,  with  fome  hairs  that  (luck  to  my  fingers. 
She  immediately  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  which 
(lie  had  not  done  for  thirty  hours :  This  eafed  her 
much,  and  lelTened  her  belly,  which  before  was 
excefiively  tcnfe.  Seeing  the  extremity  (lie  was  re¬ 
duced  to,  I  laid  her  acrofs  the  bed  with  all  the  ne- 
ceiTary  precautions,  and  opened  the  cranium  and 
extracted  part  of  the  brain  ;  having  thus  lelTened 
the  bulk  of  the  head,  I  came  at  the  knov^^ledge  of 
its  fituation,  which  was  thus ;  the  face  was  on  the 
right  fide,  the  hind  part  of  the  head  on  the  left, 
one  ear  above  and  the  other  below,  and  I  was  no 
more  able  to  bring  it  forwards,  than  if  it  had  been 
nailed  in.  I  tore  away  almofl  all  the  cranium^  piece 
by  piece,  without  my  being  able  to  (hake  in  the 
lead  the  body  of  the  child.  I  introduced  my  hand 
underneath,  and  found  a  fnoulder  which  I  was  not 
able  to  pudi  back.  I  then  proceeded  upwards, 
and  found  the  other  (houlder,  which  was,  as  it 
were,  hooked  upon  the  os  pubis ,  and  I  thought  it  im- 
pracflicable  to  pafs  my  hand  between  them  to  loofen 
it  oif  *,  but  at  lafl  I  fucceeded  in  it,  by  turning  the 
in  fide  of  my  hand  upwards  towards  the  bone,  and 
the  outfide  towards  the  head  ;  by  which  means  I 
pufhed  it  back  a  little,  and  difengaged  it.  I  then 
placed  the  face  downwards,  and  with  a  little  drug¬ 
gie  brought  away  the  body  all  rotten.  The  pla- 
cmta  too  was  quite  corrupted.  I  left  the  mother 
very  ill. 

Re- 
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Reflexion. 

It  is  hardly  pofTible  to  know  diredtly  what  fitim- 
tion  the  head  is  in,  when  it  occupies  the  pallage, 
and  the  waters  have  been  come  away  Tome  time, 
becaufe  that  part  of  the  head  which  prefents  fwells 
fo  much,  that  we  cannot  diffinguifh  what  part  we 
touch,  whether  the  vertex ^  the  occipital  or  one  of 
tht  parietale  bones ;  the  paflage  too  is  ib  exactly  filled, 
that  there  is  no  introducing  the  finger  far  enough 
to  get  any  information  ;  this  obliges  us  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  inff ruments  *,  but  even  then  the  hands 
come  in  afterwards,  which  I  always  prefer  to  in- 
ftruments,  whenever  they  can  be  ufed.' 

This  woman  recovered  at  laft,  tho’  not  for  a 
long  time.' 

Observation  CCLV. 

The  feventh  of  Augufl  1699,  being  with  the 

Marchionefs  of . five  leagues  off  this  town, 

Ihe  was  defired  to  fuffer  me  to  go  and  fee  a  plow¬ 
man’s  wife,  a  league  from  the  Hall^  who  had  been 
in  labour  fix  or  feven  days.  The  midwife  had  all 
this  time  given  them  hopes  of  a  happy  delivery ; 
the  child,  fhe  faid,  being  well  placed,  and  the 
pains  very  ftrong.  I  had  leave  from  the  lady  to 
go.  I  found  her  belly  fo  excefiively  fwelled,  that 
it  touched  her  chin ;  fhe  was  cold,  and  almoft 
without  pulfe,  not  having  voided  any  urine  for 
three  days :  An  intolerable  fmell  which  came  from 
the  private  parts,  and  the  child  not  having  been 
felt  to  flir  for  feveral  days,  were  proofs  enough  of 
its  death.  I  found  the  head  prefenting  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  vagina^  no  ways  locked  in  but  loofe, 
fo  that  I  had  the  liberty  to  pafs  my  hand  all  round, 
by  which  means  I  found  that  the  face  was  on  the 
right  fide,  the  hind  part  of  the  head  on  the  left, 

one 
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one  ear  above  and  the  other  below ;  under  this  I 
found  the  umbilical  chord^^  which  came  double  to 
the  extremity  of  the  vagina^  without  coming  out,^ 
and  no  pulfation  was  perceivable  in  it.-  I  tried  to 
pufh  up  the  (boulders  to  open  myfolf  a  pafTage  to 
find  out  the  feet ;  but  the  uterus  was  contraded  fo 
clofely  round  the  child  by  the  waters  being  come 
away  fo  long,  that  I  could  not  put  this  in  execu¬ 
tion.  I  was  alfo  afraid  to  offer  any  violence  to  the 
uterus^  for  fear  of  bringing  on  an  inflammation^ 
which  had  already  feized  upon  it,  as  might  be  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  prodigious  fwelling  of  the  belly.  I 
then  refolved  upon  opening  the  cranium  with  the 
knife,  evacuating  the  brain  and  hooking  the  fkull 
with  my  fingers,  which  1  did  in  a  very  little  time, 
and  foon  brought  away  the  child,  and  afterwards  a 
placenta^  fo  rotten,  that  it  could  make  no  refiftance, 
nor  the  chord  neither.  The  whole  did  not  laft 
above  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  woman 
recovered  in  time,  notwithflanding  her  cafe  was  fo 
defperate. 

Reflexion, 

When  we  confider  this  fituation,  it  h  eafy  to 
comprehend  that  the  more  the  head  advances,  the 
lefs  favourably  it  is  fituated,  and  the  upper  flioul- 
der  catching  on  the  os  puhis^  by  the  abdomen  and 
uterus  giving  way,  there  is  an  invincible  obftacle 
formed  to  the  deliiiery. 


\ 


CHAP, 


A  general  Treatife  ^Midwifry.  335 

j 

CHAP.  XXI. 

0/  the  child's  being  flopped  in  the  paffage  when 

the  head  is  come  out. 

WHEN  the  child  prefents  at  the  os  tlnca^ 
and  the  pains  encreafe,  ’tis  then  the  head 
comes  out ,  when  this  happens  at  the  end  of  a  pain 
in  a  labour^  where  they  have  been  flow  and  remote, 
the  child  is  liable  to  be  caught  in  the  paflage,  after 
the  manner  of  people  that  are  fet  in  the  pillory ; 
for  if  the  pains  are  brifk,  the  child  comes  forth  fo 
eafily,  that  inftead  of  being  flopped  by  the  neck, 
it  is  in  great  danger  of  falling  to  the  ground,  un- 
lels  care  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  . 

The  umbilical  chords  and  the  bignefs  of  the 
Ihoulders  and  body  are  the  true  caufes  that  flop  a 
child  in  the  paflTage,  when  the  head  is  once  come 
out ;  it  is  true,  that  the  os  tinc<e  has  a  great  difpo- 
fition  to  contrail  *,  but  this  alone  would  not  be  able 
to  flop  the  child  ;  and  when  this  happens,  the  fur- 
geon  mufl  apply  both  hands  on  the  Tides  of  the  head, 
and  Aide  his  fingers  along  the  neck,  between  it 
and  the  os  tinca^  which  indeed  does  prels  on  the 
neck,  but  fo  weakly,  that  it  don’t  in  the  leafl  hin¬ 
der  one  from  Aiding  the  fingers  under  the  arm-pits, 
and  ufing  them  hook  fafliion,  to  bring  away  the 
child  ;  however,  this  is  not  always  fo  eafy  to  be 
done,  and  we  are  fometimes  forced  to  pull  out  firfl 
one  arm,  then  the  other,  before  we  can  bring 
away  the  body,  when  it  is  very  large.  When  the 
obflacle  is  owing  to  the  chords  all  we  have  to  do 
is  cutting  it. 


Ob  s  E  R- 
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Observation  CCLVL 

A  lady  that  lived  a  league  off,  who  was  of  a 
very  fmall  ftature,  found  herfelf  in  the  night  of 
the  1 2th  of  May  1693,  almoft  fwimming  in  her 
bed.  As  fhe  had  feveral  children,  fhe  knew  that 
this  was  the  coming  away  of  the  waters,  which  de¬ 
noted  delivery  to  be  at  hand.  Some  flight  pains, 
happening,  fhe  fent  for  her  midwife,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  me,  to  defire  me  to  come  with  fpeed, 
which  I  did  :  The  head  of  the  child  was  come  out, 
and  ftopped  by  the  chord,  which  the  midwife  had 
not  taken  notice  of,  leaving  it  to  perifh  thus  mi- 
ferably  :  I  Aid  my  finger  along  the  neck  of  the 
child,  and  upon  it  I  condudfed  my  fciffars,  with 
the  button  towards  my  finger  :  Having  no  precau¬ 
tion  to  take  as  to  the  child,  I  cut  the  chord,  after 
which  I  pulled  out  the  child  with  all  the  eafe  ima¬ 
ginable.  I  brought  away  the  placenta,  and  the 
mother  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

Tho’  things  had  been  in  that  condition  a  good 
while  before  I  came,  I  neverthelefs  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  introducing  my  fingers,  then  my  two  hands 

flatways,  a  great  way  beyond  the  os  tinea.  i 

i' 

Observation  CCLVII. 

The  twenty- feventh  of  March  1687,  a  midwife, 
who  was  very  weak,  thro’  her  great  age,  and  who 
moreover  had  broke  her  arm  a  month  before,  was 
called  to  a  founder's  wife,  whom  flie  had  happily 
*  delivered  feveral  times.  SJre  found  the  child  rightly 
fituated,  the  waters  come  away,  and  the  child 
come  forth  as  far  as  the  neck.  This  good  woman 

contented  I 
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contented  herfelf  with  making'  her  ftrive  for  a  long 
while,  having  but  one  hand,  and  that  a  very  weak 
one  too,  to  help  her  with.  At  laft  the  child  pe- 
rifhed  in  that  condition  *,  and  ihe  did  not  call  me 
till  fix  hours  after  its  firfl:  appearance,  which  was 
above  five,  hours  after  its  death.  As  foon  as  I  came, 
I  Aid  my  fingers  along  the  neck  of  the  child, 
without  finding  any  refiftance  from  the  os  tinca^  as 
far  as  the  arm-pits,  which  I  hooked  with  them  ; 
but  finding  a  refiftance,  I  pulled  out  one  arm, 
then  another,  which  I  made  ule  of,  together  with 
the  neck,  to  finifh  the  delivery^  which  1  did  fuccefs- 
jfully.  She  was  very  much  fatigued  with  the  length 
of  her  labour. 

t 

CHAP.  xxir. 

Of  the  body  remaining  in  the  uterus,  nvhen  the 
head  has  been  pulled  off. 

Let  the  child  prefent  the  face  upwards  or 
downwards,  if  the  head  does  but  come  out, 
we  may  look  upon  the  delivery  as  greatly  advanced  ; 
all  we  have  to  do  is  to  apply  both  hands  on  each 
fide  of  the  head,  and  puli  it  gently  during  a  pain, 
by  riggling  it  on  each  fide ;  if  this  proves  ufelefs, 
the  pains  being  weak  or  quite  gone  off,  you  muft 
pufh  your  fingers  as  far  as  the  arm-pits,  and  ufing 
them  hook-fafiiion,  bring  out  the  child  that  way, 
never  pulling  the  head  alone  with  much  violence, 
for  fear  of  tearing  it  away. 

We  muft  lefe  no  time  in  thefe  cafes,  othcrwife 
the  child  is  ftrangled  in  a  very  little  time. 

Observation  CCLVIIL 

The  fourth  of  June  1700,  a  daily  labourer’s  wife 
of  the  parifli  of  Negreville^  a  league  off,  being  in 

Z  labour^ 
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labour^  fent  for  the  midwife.  Soon  after  fhe  was 
come,  the  waters  came  away,  and  the  child’s  head 
prefented  at  the  os  tinc^^  and  came  out  a  moment 
after.  The  pains  which  till  then  had  been  very 
fharp,  diminifhed  at  once,  and  foon  went  entirely 
off.  The  midwife  fearful  and  unfkilful,  being 
afraid  of  tearing  away  the  head  by  pulling  too 
hard,  committed  all  to  nature,  which  helped  her 
intention  fo  little,  that  the  child  remaining  a  long 
while  in  that  fi tuation,  was  ftrangled  and  died  ; 
the  midwife  then  thinking  that  fhe  had  no  more 
precaution  to  ufe,  pulled  with  fuch  a  violence,  that 
Ihe  tore  away  the  head,  leaving  it  between  the 
woman’s  legs,  without  faying  a  word  ^  imagining 
that  the  head  being  once  taken  away,  fhe  would 
foon  be  brought  to  bed.  But  a  day  and  a  night 
pafling,  without  things  advancing  in  the  lead,  fhe 
refolved  to  fend  for  me.  I  found  the  woman  cold 
as  ice,  v/ith  hardly  any  pulfe  -,  and  fo  hoarfe,  that 
one  could  hardly  underhand  her  ;  her  breath  was 
likewife  very  bad.  The  child’s  head  was  quite 
rotten. 

I  made  my  prognoflick  by  telling  her,  that  I 
would  deliver  her,  but  that  I  faw  little  hopes  of  its 
being  of  any  fervice  to  her,  confidering  the  bad 
condition  flie  was  reduced  to.  She  defired  me 
earneftly  to  grant  her  that  favour,  faying  that  fhe  ■ 
fhould  die  the  eafier  for  it.  Without  taking  her  | 
out  of  bed,  I  made  her  bring  her  heels  to  her 
hips,  and  open  her  legs,  and  I  delivered  her  in 
a  moment,  by  Aiding  my  hand  along  the  body,  ■ 
and  bringing  out  the  feet.  The  placenta^  chords  and 
child,  had  fuch  a  flench,  that  I  could  not  get  rid 
of  it  for  feveral  days.  She  thanked  me  heartily, 
faying  that  fhe  had  not  fulfered  by  it,  and  that 
Ilje  was  eafed  confiderably.  1  did  not  flay  long, 
to  avoid  feeing  her  die  in  my  prefence,  as  it  hap¬ 
pened,  foon  after  I  was  gone. 

R  E-  ! 
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Reflexion, 

It  was  the  grievous  corruption  more  than  the 
length  of  the  labour^  which  extinguifhed  the  natural 
heat  in  this  woman.  The  parts  had  too  much  loft 
their  fpring,  to  occafion  any  difficulty  in  my  deli’> 
vering  her,  and  the  fpirits  were  too  much  exhaufted 
to  convey  any  painful  fenfation  to  the  fOul. 

Observation  CCLIX; 

The  twenty-firft  of  July^  1 704,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  woman  at  the  pariffi  of  Colomhe^  two  leagues 
off.  I  found  that  the  midwife  had  pulled  away  the 
child^s  head,  without  having  ufed  much  force.  I 
perceived  the  ffioulders  far  advanced,  fiid  my  hands 
Over  them,  and  got  my  fingers  in  the  arm-pits, 
with  which  I  pulled  them  out,  the  body  followed 
very  eafily.  I  brought  away  the  placenta^  and  the 
whole  did  not  laft  four  minutes. 

CHAR  XXIIL 

Of  the  head  remaining  in  the  uterus,  when  the 
body  has  been  pulled  away. 

This  accident  happens  in  turning  children^ 
and  bringing  them  out  by  the  feet. 

Observation  CCLX. 

The  fecond  of  May  1691,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
woman  at  the  pariffi  of  Huberville^  half  a  league 
Off,  who  had  been  in  hhottr  tv/o  days.  I  found 
that  the  chord  had  followed  the  waters,  that  an  arm 
Was  come  out,  and  that  the  child’s  face  lay  up¬ 
wards.  As  it  was  not  long  fince  thefe  things  had 

Z  2  happened^ 
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happened,  and  the  chord  fufFered  no  manner  of 
compreflion,  it  had  preierved  its  heat  and  pulfa- 
tion.  I  refolved  upon  delivery  the  more  readily, 
as  fhe  bad  no  pains  on  to  hinder  me.  1  eafiiy  found 
the  feet,  which  I  joined  together,  and  brought  out 
as  far  as  the  thighs.  I  chriftened  it,  then  gave  the 
half  turn  to  the  body  to  place  the  face  downwards, 
and  then, pulled  it  as  far  as  the  neck.  Having  dif- 
engaged  the  arms,  I  ihaked  about  the  body  a  little, 
and  pulled  it  too  pretty  hard  feveral  times,  but  to 
no  purpofe ;  this  forced  me  to  introduce  my  finger 
into  the  mouth,  as  is  my  ufual  method.  But  in- 
flead  of  finding  the  mouth,  I  found  the  hinder 
part  of  the  neck,  which  was  twilled,  not  having 
followed  the  motion  of  the  body.  The  face  hav¬ 
ing  remained  upwards,  and  the  chin  confequently 
catching  upon  the  os  puMs,  was  what  prevented  the 
delivery.  I  gave  the  little  body  to  hold  to  the  huf- 
band,  while  I  pufhed  up  the  hinder  part  of  the 
head  with  one  hand,  and  tried  to  difengage  the 
chin  with  the  other,  doing  all  I  could  to  turn  the 
head  ;  I  told  the  hufband  at  the  fame  time  to  pull 
gently,  but  he  pulled  fo  violently,  with  the  hopes 
of  helping  his  wife,  that  he  fell  down  fix  yards 
■from  the  bed,  with  the  body  of  the  child  in  his 
hand,  the  head  remaining  behind. 

I  was  {truck  with  the  fight,  but  without  feeming 
at  a  lofs,  I  pafTed  my  left  hand  into  the  uterus 
keeping  the  head  fleady  with  it,  and  with  the 
right  flid  a  cannula  in  which  was  a  knife,  and  with 
it  made  an  opening  large  enough  to  admit  of  my 
fingers  *,  I  enlarged  it  afterwards,  and  emptied  part 
of  the  brain  *,  after  which  I  found  a  hole  ilrong 
enough  to  bring  out  the  head  by,  its  fize  being 
confiderably  leffened. 


Rb- 
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Reflexion. 

I  could  not  well  blame  the  hafty  officioufnefs  of 
this  hufband,  his  intention  was  good,  and  my  want 
of  precaution ’was  the  foie  caufe  of  this  accident. 

Observation  CCLXI. 

The  third  of  January  1692, -a  charitable  lady, 
of  the  parifli  of  Hauteville^  fent  to  defife  me  to 
deliver  a  poor  woman  of  the  fame  parifh,  who  had 
been  in  labour  two  days.  She  was  a  very  fmall  wo¬ 
man,  about  forty-five  years  old,  the  child’s  arm, 
which  was  very  little,  was  out  fince  the  day  before : 
I  Aid  my  hand  along  it,  and  eafily  found  the  feet ; 
having  joined  them  together,  I  brought  them  out 
.  of  the  vagina^  and  the  body  followed  as  far  as  the 
neck :  As  flie  was  on  the  very  border  of  the  bed, 
which  was  very  high,  there  was  not  room  enough 
to  lay  down  the  child  as  it  came  out,  fo  I  was 
forced  to  give  it  to  the  midwife  to  hold,  while  I 
applied  myfelf  to  loofen  away  the  head  gently, 
which  was  flopped  in  the  paffage,  thro’  its  narrow- 
nefs  •,  her  fmall  make  and  age,  and  the  long  time 
fince  the  waters  were  gone  off,  during  which  the 
uterus  irritated  by  the  length  of  the  labour^  and  tlie 
prefence  of  the  arm  in  the  paffage,  had  acquired 
fame  inflammation  and  confequently  hardnefs,  the 
child  having  been  dead  a  long  time,  and  being 
very  fmall,  were  fo  many  things  that  required  a 
great  deal  of  care  in  bringing  it  out  whole  \  where¬ 
fore  I  introduced  my  middle  finger  into  the  mouth, 
and  afted  with  the  other  hand  upon  the  neck.  I 
ordered  the  midwife  at  the  fame  time  to  pull  gently, 
wjiile  I  difengaged  thofe  parts  for  fear  of  an  acci¬ 
dent  ;  but  fhe  foolifhly  gave  fuch  a  pull,  that  the 
body  came  away,  and  the  head  remained  behind, 

Z  3  .  which 


342  A  general  "Treatife  6)/  M  i  d  w  i  f  r  y, 

which  I  had  an  inexprefllble  trouble  in -getting 
away.  The  os  tincce  contracted  in  fpite  of  my  en¬ 
deavours  to  hinder  it.  I  got  it  away,  however, 
at  lafl,  without  my  being  able  to  tell  how  \  for  I 
was  extrernely  fatigued.  No  body  can  fuffer  more 
than  this  woman  did.  I  had  taken  away  the  pla¬ 
centa  before  the  head,  it  being  in  my  way  when  I 
had  a  mind  to  keep  the  head  fteady  upon  my 
hand,  and  being  detached  in  the  greatefl;  part.  She 
efcaped  however,  notwithftanding  the  length  and 
yiolence  of  the  labour^  but  was  a  great  while  in 
recovering  *,  and  died  in  another  labour^  where  the 
child  prefented  wrong. 

Reflexion- 

The  indifpofition  the  uterus  laboured  under,  made 
it  fo  narrow,  that  my  arm  was  fqueezed  in  it  to  that 
degree,  that  1  could  not  keep  my  hand  in  it  a 
moment,  which  hindered  me  from  Aiding  in  my 
knife  to  make  an  incifion  in  it.  As  luckily  it  was 
fmall  and  fofr,  by  the  long  time  that  the  child  was 
dead,  I  opened  it  with  my  fingers  *,  and  by  the 
means  of  the  inferior  jaw,  eyes,  and  all  I  could 
get  hold  of,  brought  it  away  at  lafl:.  I  was  feveral 
times  going  to  truft  it  to  nature,  as  Mr.  Beu  did 
on  the  like  occafion  ;  but  the  knowledge  I  had  of 
two  women  having  been  ferved  in  this  manner  by 
their  midwives,  who  both  died,  deterred  me  from 
it, 

i  i . 
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I 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

Of  the  child's  prefenting  the  hind  part  of  the 
72eck^  and  upper  part  of  the  fooulders, . 

* 

WHEN  the  child  prefents  the  hind  part  of 
the  neck  and  flioulders,  with  the  neck  bent 
forwards  and  the  face  upon  the  bread,  or  very  near, 
it  mud  perifh,  unlefs  timely  helped  j  becaufe  in 
this  podure  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  neck  is  intercepted,  as  well  as  the  influx 
of  fpirits  into  the  nerves,  by  the  violent  exten- 
fion  the  fpinal  marrow  lays  under.  'Delivery  alone 
can  prevent  this  misfortune,  and  that  immediately  *, 
the  obdrublion  encreafing,  as  the  pains  engage  the 
child  further  in  the  paflTage. 

Observation  CCLXII. 

The  feventh  of  January  1702,  the  marchionefs 
of  ...  .  five  leagues  off  this  town,  having  defired  me 
to  attend  her  in  her  labour :  I  went  to  her  the  day 
die  had  fixed.  Some  days  after  fhe  fell  in  labour  \  as 
I  had  already  delivered  her  fuccefsfully  of  feveral 
children,  and  not  finding  herfelf  yet  fo  ill  as  flie 
ufed  to  be,  when  fhe  differed  me  to  come  into  her 
chamber,  which  fhe  never  did  but  at  the  extremity 
of  the  pains,  fhe  defired  me  to  day  in  another 
apartment,  till  fhe  thought  fhe  v/anted  me. 

As  it  is  a  law  with  me,  never  to  condrain  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour^  1  gave  her  all  the  time  die  defired. 
The  next  day  die  let  me  know,  that  there  came 
away  a  great  quantity  of  thick  black  water  but 
that  having  no  pains,  and  feeling  her  child  drong 
and  hearty,  die  did  not  fee  that  my  prefence  was 
yet  requifite  ;  tlio’  I  fent  word  to  her,  that  thofe 
Wack  waters  being  the  meconium^  mixed  and  coming 

Z  4  out 
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out  with  part  of  the  waters,  'was  a  certain  proof  of 
the  child’s  being  in  an  uneafy  unnatural  fituation  , 
and  that  confequently  there  was  a  neceffity  to  in¬ 
form  ourfelyes  of  it,  and  that  if  the  thing  was  as 
I  imagined,  which  I  could  hardly  make  any  doubt 
of,  I  might  give  her  the  neceflary  afliflance.  The 
remonftancb  of  her  hufband  were  alfo  to  no  pur- 
pofe  *,  but  on  the  third  day,  by  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  pains  grew  exceeding  fharp,  and  the  child 
made  fuch  a  rough  violent  motion,  that  fhe  was 
affedfed  all  over  by  it :  She  fuiFered  me  then  to 
come  in,  and  told  me,  that  having  expeded  during 
all  her  pregnancy,  to  die  in  labour^  fhe  had  put  it 
off  as  long  as'  flie  could  *,  but  the  hour  being  come, 
file  muft  refolve  upon  dying  ^  that  ilie  was  prepared 
for  it,  and  would  therefore  trufl:  herfelf  entirely  to 
my  dilcretion.  A  pain  came  on,  and  I  touched 
her,  but  it  lafled  too  little,  and  the  child  was  ftill 
too  far  to  inform  myfelf  of  its  fituation  by  this  firfl 
trial,  A  fecond  pain  followed,  during  which,  I 
learnt  that  the  child  prefented  the  hind  part  of 
the  neck,  the  fpine,  and  fhoulder-blades.  The 
pain  having  ceafed,  I  kept  pufhing  my  hand  fur¬ 
ther,  to  make  myfelf.  ftill  more  certain  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  fituation  *,  and  it  was  confirmed  to  me, 
by  taking  away  my  hand  from  where  it  was,  to 
puOi  it  to  the  oppofite  fide,  where  I  found  the  head 
bent,  and  the  face  refting  upon  the  fternum: 

I  told  her  that  her  uneafinefs  was  ill  grounded,  that 
the  fituation  of  her  child  called  indeed  for  a  fpeedy 
affiftance,  but  that  fhe  would  foon  be  out  of  dan¬ 
ger.  I  ftid  my  hand  along  the  fpine  of  the  child’s 
back,  and  got  hold  of  the  feet,  which  I  joined  to¬ 
gether  and  brought  out,  the  body  following  eafily. 
I  immediately  got  away  the  'placenta^  and  the  whole 
did  not  laft  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  as  the  parfon, 
who  was  in  the  next  room  with  his  watch,  afliired 
'  ^  •  us  5 
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us  '5  tho’  fhe  has  infilled  feveral  times  fince,  that  it 
lafted  above  three  hours. 

The  child  had  juft  life  enough  to  be  chriftened. 
The  mother  was  exceeding  ill,  an  exceftive  flooding 
coming  on,  together  with  a  fever  ^  but  in  fix  days 
time  that  I  ftaid  with  her,  Ihe  was  out  of  danger^ 
and  was  quite  recovered  in  three  weeks. 

Reflexion. 

This  is  the  only  time  I  ever  met  with  this  fitua- 
tion,  and  it  was  not  without  mature  confideration, 
and  a  ftricl  enquiry,  that  I  found  it  out.  The 
happy  difpofition  of  the  parts,  and  the  pains,  which 
inftead  of  encreafing  upon  the  irritation  caufed  by 
my  hand,  rather  leffened  conliderably,  helped  me 
greatly  in  my  information. 

Had  file  fuffered  me  to  come  near  her  fooner, 
the  child's  life  would  have  been  faved,  and  fhe 
would  have  efcaped  a  great  deal  of  torment,  efpe- 
cially  the  floodings  which'  was  brought  on  by  the 
violent  agitation  her  reftlefsnefs  and  continual  mo¬ 
tion  for  two  days  and  two  nights,  had  caufed  to 
the  blood  and  humours. 

G  H  A  P.  XXV, 

Of  the  round  part  of  the  fhoulder  prefentmg, 

The  great  refemblance  there  is  between  the 
fhoulder,  the  knee,  the  hip,  and  the  head, 
when  the  child  is  ftill  contained  in  the  membranes 
and  waters,  renders  it  almoft  impoftible  to  make 
a  certain  judgment  before  the  waters  are  come 
away.  If  this  fituation  is  one  of  the  hardeft  to 
know,  it  is  alfo  one  of  thofe  which  we  meet  with 
the  feldomeft ;  and  tho’  I  have  been  puzzled  to 
Know  what  part  I  touched,  yet  I  have  always 

brought 
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brought  thefe  labours  to  a  happy  iflue,  efpecially 
v/hen  I  have  been  called  at  firfl:,  or  immediately 
after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters,  becaufe  the 
pafTage  being  then  free,  there  is  an  entire  liberty 
so  fearch  for  the  feet. 

Observation  CCLXIIL 

The  twenty-fecond  of  July  1692,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  poulterer^s  wife.  The  pains  appeared  to  me 
pretty  ftrong,  and  I  touched  her  to  affure  myfelf 
of  the  fituation  of  the  child :  Not  being  able  to 
make  out  any  thing  by  this  firfl  trial,  I  (laid  for 
the  next  pain,  but  to  no  more  purpofe  this  forced 
me  to  pufh  my  finger  as  far  as  a  bump,  whole 
diftance  hindered  me  from  knowing  with  any 
certainty,  what  part  it  was ;  wherefore  I  opened 
the  membranes  and  let  out  the  waters,  to  inform  my¬ 
felf.  I  then  found  that  it  was  the  foft  part  of  the 
fhoulder  •  with  the  arm  •,  and  to  be  more  fure,  I 
Old  my  hand  on  one  fide,  where  I  found  the  neck, 
and  on  the  other  fide  the  arm  ;  and  by  pufhing  it 
ilill  further,  I  found  the  arm-pit  *,  this  engaged  me 
to  carry  my  hand  as  far  as  the  feet,  which  I  feized 
and  brought  down  to  the  pafiage,  and  finiflied  the 
delivery  in  an  inflant.  The  'placenta  followed  with 
the  fame  eafe. 


Reflexion. 

As  it  is  impoffible  to  know  certainly,  what  part 
prefents  before  the  membranes  are  opened,  we  ought 
always,  in  thefe  cafes,  to  open  the  membranes  im¬ 
mediately,  and  proceed  to  delivery,  without  lofing 
our  time  in  trying  to  place  the  head  in  the  pafiage. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXVL 

Of  the  bands  prefentmg, 

/ 

T  F  when  the  pains  are  at  their  fharpefi:,  which  is 
the  time  when  the  furgeon  ought  to  enquire 
into  the  fituation  of  the  child,  he  finds  a  hand  pre- 
fenting  thro’  the  membranes^  he  ought  to  open  them 
immediately,  and  proceed  to  deUvery^  preventing, 
by  that  means,  its  coming  down  into  the  vagina^ 
which  it  would  partly  fill,  and  be  an  impediment 

p  the  introdudfion  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus, 

\ 

Observation  CCLXI  V. 

The  third  of  January  1685,  being  with  a  lady, 
whofe  pains  were  ftrong,  and  frequent  enough  to 
make  us  expedf  a  fpeedy  delivery,^  I  touched  her  to 
learn  the  fituation  of  the  child  ;  but  inflead  of  the 
head,  I  found  feveral  little  parts  confufed  together, 
without  being  able  to  tell  whether  they  were  hands 
or  feet.  I  opened  the  membranes^  and  found  them  to 
be  the  hands  ^  wherefore  I  pufhed  on  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  uterus,^  where  I  met  with  the  feet  very 
far  from  one  another  *,  I  eafily  joined  them  toge¬ 
ther,  and  finifiied  the  work,  the  placenta  ioilowing. 
The  mother  difturbed  with  hearing  that  there  was 
fomething  uncommon  in  this  labour^  was  agreeably 
furprized  with  hearing  the  child  cry,  when  fire 
thought  I  had  hardly  begun. 

Reflexion. 

Any  pradfitioner,  tho’  of  never  fo  long  a  (land¬ 
ing,  may  be  in  doubt  about  knowing  the  hands 
from  the  feet  thro’  the  membranes  5  but  this  is  of 

no 
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no  confequence,  fijice  the  fame  thing  is  to  be  done 
in  either  cafe. 

A  great  deal  of  trouble  and  labour  would  be 
faved  to  the  furgeon,  if  he  was  always  at  hand  to 
prevent  the  coming  down  of  the  arm  ;  but  even 
fometimes  while  he  is  with  the  patient,  and  the 
child  is  ftill  too  high  for  him  to  learn  its  fituation, 
the  irregularity  of  the  part  will  force  open  the 
membranes  before  their  time,  and  at  the  very  firft 
pains,  and  the  following  ones,  pufh  it  out  ftrongly, 
hindering  him  from  giving  the  proper  afliftance. 

Observation  CCLXV. 

The  nineteenth  of  February  i6S^,  a  merchant’s 
wife  fent  for  me.  I  found  her  with  the  ftrone^.efl; 
pains.  As  I  v/as  going  to  touch  her  fhe  complain¬ 
ed  of  fuch  a  want  to  go  to  ftool,  that  fhe  could 
not  confent  to  what  I  aflced  of  her,  before  ihe  had 
prefeiited  herfelf  to  it  in  a  clofet  which  joined  to 
her  room.  It  was  in  vain  that  I  told  her,  it  was 
occafioned  by  the  child’s  bearing  down  on  the 
reelum  ;  flie  ran  into  the  clofet,  where  fhe  felt  a  new 
pain,  which  opened  the  membranes  and  difeharged 
the  waters,  with  the  two  hands  of  the  child,  which 
irritating  the  uterus  by  their  prefence,  this  being 
the  natural  difpofition  of  this  part,  the  pains  en- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  de2;ree,  that  the  arms  and  fore- 
part  of  the  breafl:  were  puflied  down  with  the  fame 
violence,  without  my  care  availing  any  thing  to 
prevent  it. 

I  put  her  in  a  proper  fituation,  ready  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  as  foon  as  the  pains  fhould  abate  their  fury  ; 
for  to  touch  her  during  this  ftorm,  had  only  made 
things  worfe.  I  kept  my  hand  upon  the  breaff, 
and  as  foon  as  the  ♦pain  gave  the  leafl:  interval,  I 
Oid  my  hand  along  the  breaft  to  find  the  feet, 
which  I  did  not  fucceed  in  for  a  long  time,  and 

with 
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with  fo  much  labour,  that  my  fhirt  was  quite  wet, 
tho’  it  was  very  cold  weather.  The  child  had  but 
juft  life  enough  to  be  chriftened.  I  brought  away 
afterwards  a  little  membranous  placenta^  which  at  ' 
firft  made  fome  refiftance,  but  came  away  very 
well  at  laft.  The  mother  was  very  ill  at  firft,  but 
got  up  again  in  good  health  in  a  month’s  time. 

CHAP.  XXVIL 

0/  the  ufelefsnefs  of  fJlets^  and  the  danger  there 
'  h  in  maiming  a  child, 

WHEN  I  firft  began  to  prafilice  midwifry,  I 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  follow,  ftep  by 
ftep,  all  the  dire6lions  which  are  given  by  authors. 
Accordingly,  when  a  child  prefented  the  arm,  I 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  reduce  it,  then  feek  for 
one  foot,  pull  it  out,  tie  a  fillet  about  two  inches 
broad  round  it,  put  the  foot  in  again,  one  end 
of  the  fillet  hanging  out,  then  feek  for  the  other 
foot,  pull  it  out  and  reduce  it  in  the  fame  mariner, 
to  pull  afterwards  both  fillets  equally,  till  the  feet 
were  out  of  the  vagina. 

Observation  CCLXVI. 

The  feventh  of  April  1684,  I  was  lent  for  to  a 
working  man’s  wife,  of  the  parifh  of  MagneviUe^ 
which  is  two  leagues  diftant :  She  had  been  in  labour 
two  days,  and  the  child’s  arm  had  been  come  out 
•to  the  fhoulder  twenty-four  hours.  I  did  all  I 
could  to  reduce  this  arm,  to  get  rid  of  that  trou- 
blefome  hindrance,  and  to  follow  rules  ;  but  I  tried 
to  no  purpofe,  for  I  never  could  force  it  into  the 
uterus^  to  place  it  along  the  child’s  body,  as  it 
Ihould  be,  to  reap  any  advantage  from  it.  I  w^as 
forced’  to  leave  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  vagina,,  from 

whence 
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whence  it  fell  down  again,  as  foon  as  my  hand  was 
taken  away,  as  I  have  always  feen  it  happen,  when 
any  futgeon  or  midwife  has  attempted  to  reduce  it. 
Having  tried  above  half  an  hout^  I  was  forced  to 
pufli  my  hand  along  the  arm  into  the  uterus^  to 
bring  out  one  of  the  feet,  which  I  tied  with  a  fillet 
and  put  in  again,  with  fome  trouble  ;  I  then  brought 
out  the  other  with  the  fame  eafe  ;  but  inflead  of 
tying  it  with  a  fillet  and  reducing  it,  I  only  pulled 
the  fillet  which  held  the  other  foot,  and  joined  then! 
together ;  I  then  brought  out  the  child  as  far  as 
the  buttocks,  and  feeing  that  the  face  was  upwards^ 
and  the  child  very  flippery,  being  covered  all  over 
with  an  unduous  matter,  I  wrapped  it  up  in  a 
cloth,  and  having  turned  the  face  downwards,  kept 
pulling  till  it  came  to  the  fhoulders :  I  then  difen- 
gaged  both  arms,  one  after  another,  to  prevent 
the  hindrance  they  feemed  to  threaten.  I  alfo  put 
the  middle  finger  of  my  left  hand  into  the  mouth, 
and  the  right  hand  on  the  neck,  with  which  I 
pulled  fometimes  fideways,  fometinies  diredlly,  buf 
always  gently,,  tho’  I  had  all  the  doubtful  figns  of 
its  being  dead,  at  the  time  I  came.  I  brought  it 
out  whole,  but  dead.  The  placenta  and  chord  were 
quite  corrupted.  The  mother  did  very  welL 

Reflexion. 

Thefe  fillets  take  up  too  much  time.  I  never 
ufe  them  now.  My  method  is  to  introduce  one 
hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  uterus^  without  minding 
the  flirieks  of  the  woman,  nor  the  impertinence  of 
the  affifcants.  If  I  don’t  find  the  feet,  I  pull  it  out, 
and  introduce  the  other.  My  hands  being  thus 
introduced  alternately,  go  round  all  the  uterus  y 
and  what  efcapcd  the  one,  cannot  efcape  the  other. 


Obs  1  R- 
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Observation  CCLX VII. 

'  The  thirtieth  of  Augtifl  I  was  defired  to 

deliver  a  very  poor  woman  of  the  parilli  of  Grene- 
ville^  three  leagues  off.  I  found  her  with  a  conti¬ 
nual  hickiip  *,  her  belly  was  hard,  tenfe,  and  fwelled 
up  to  her  throat ;  her  eyes  were  hollow,  her  nofe 
fallen,  her  lips  livid,  her  breath  {linking,  her  ex¬ 
tremities  cold,  with  hardly  any  pulfe.  The  child’s 
arm  that  was  come  out  to  the  fhoulder  was  {welled, 
black,  foftifh,  and  cold ;  the  cuticle  was  partly 
raifed,  and  an  offenfive  flench  proceeded  from  the 
private  parts,  which  were  fo  much  relaxed,  that  I 
got  hold  of  the  feet  with  eaie,  and  brought  them 
down  to  the  paffage.  The  arm  followed  the  motion 
of  the  body,  and  went  again  into  the  uterus  the 
face  lying  right,  I  pulled  out  the  child  as  far  as  the 
neck,  then  introduced  my  finger  into  its  mouth, 
iifing  all  the  caution  imaginable  to  bring  it  out 
whole,  which  I  did  in  a  very  little  time,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  corrupted  {late.  The  chord  was  fo  rot¬ 
ten,  that  it  made  no  refiilance,  and  came  off  in 
my  hand,  which  forced  me  to  loofen  away  they?/^- 
centa^  which  I  brought  away  whole,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  being  fo  rotten,  that  it  had  no  confiilence. 
After  this  I  carefully  cleared  the  uterus  any  clods 
of  blood,  or  any  thing  elfe.  This  woman,  tho’ 
reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  recovered,  and  en¬ 
joyed  a  good  ilate  of  health  afterwards. 

Reflexion. 

It  was  of  no  diredl  fervice  to  preferve  the  arm 
of  this  dead  child,  but  as  the  leaving  it  was  no 
hindrance  to  the  delivery^  and  that  we  may  be  fome- 
times  miftaken^as  to  the  death  of  the  child,  tho’ 
it  appears  never  fo  certain,  I  think  it  much  better 

never 
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never  to  mairh  them,  but  when  necefTitated  to  it,  I 
it  being  too  fhocking  a  fight  to  the  afliftants. 

Tho’  I  had  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to  expedl:  ; 
that  this  woman  would  expire  as  foon  as  delivered^  [ 
yet  this  did  not  det^r  me  from  attempting  it  and  I 
it  is  what  ought  always  to  be  done  in  thefe  cafes,  , 
as  we  find  that  women  fometimes  recover  beyond  ^ 
hope. 

Observation  CGLX VIIL 

The  feventh  of  December  1705,  being  gone 
eighteen  leagues  off,  to  lay  the  Marchionefs 

of . where  1  ftaid  but  five  days ;  I  was 

twice  fetched  to  Cherbourg^  to  deliver  a  poor  woman, 
whofe  child’s  arm  had  been  out  three  days.  A 
brother  of  mine  happening  to  be  there,  was  de- 
fired  to  do  this  a6t  of  charity  in  my  abfence.  As 
he  is  a  well-experienced  furgeon,  and  pra6lifes 
midwifi'y,  without  however  making  it  his  chief  em¬ 
ployment,  he  went,  and  found  the  arm  fwelled, 
hard,  livid,  and  cold,  without  any  appearance  of 
life  \  the  woman  too  was  fo  weak,  that  Ihe  looked 
as  if  going  to  die  every  minute,  which  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  otherwife,  having  been  in  labour  four  or  five 
days.  Having  weighed  maturely  all  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  and  finding  nothing  but  what  indicated  the 
death  of  the  child,  he  pulled  off  the  arm,  got  the 
head  to  the  paffage,  made  an  opening  into  the 
cranium^  emptied  part  of  the  brain,  then  drew  out 
the  head  *,  the  body  followed  eafily,  and  the  deli¬ 
very  was  over  in  an  inftant.  He  took  away  the 
placenta^  and  the  mother,  notwithftanding  this  ter¬ 
rible  labour^  got  well  again,  after  fome  time. 

Never  was  a  delivery  performed  with  more  juft 
reflexions.  The  mother,  according  to  all  appear¬ 
ances,  was  on  the  point  of  death,  and  the  child, 
who  had  the  plaineft  figns  of  being  dead,  was  ne^- 

verthelefs 


/ 
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verthelefs  alive,  tho’  its  arm  had  been  torn  off,  its 
cranium  opened  and  part  of  the  brain  evacuated, 
and  notwithftanding  the  long  (lay  it  had  made  in 
the  palTage. 

Reflexion. 

This  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  cafe  ;  and 
had  the  child  been  brought  out  whole,  it  could 
not  have  lived  ;  but  this  fhews  how  uncertain  is  the 
prognodick  of  a  child’s  death. 

Observation  CCLXlX. 

The  third  of  September  1705,  I  was  fetched  t6 
the  parifh  of  St.  Martin  Audouvllle ^  to  deliver  a 

woman,  whofe  child’s  arm  had  been  out  as  far  as 
the  arm-pit  twenty-four  hours.  I  happened  un¬ 
luckily  to  be  four  leagues  from  the  place  with  ano¬ 
ther  woman.  However,  when  I  came,  £he  pro- 
mifed  to  be  very  refolute  ;  and  fhe  was  fo  indeed 
during  the  whole  labour^  which  was  a  very  painful 
one  ;  for  the  child,  who  was  dead  at  the  very  hour 
they  fet  out  for  me,  was  fo  corrupted,  that  its  fmell 
could  hardly  be  born.  The  waters  which  had 
been  gone  off  a  long  time,  had  left  the  parts  fo  dry^ 
and  the  uterus  was  fo  contra6led  about  the  child, 
that  I  could  not  pofbbly  introduce  my  fingers  into 
it ;  the  fhoulder  clofed  exadlly  the  entrance,  the 
arm  was  prodigioufly  fwelled,  and  the  vagina  very 
narrow.  All  thefe  obflacles,  which  appeared  to 
me  infurmountable,  determined  me  to  twift  off 
this  arm,  which  I  did  in  two  turns  of  hands,  ma¬ 
king  no  doubt,  but  that  after  the  extradion  of  this 
part,  I  fhould  be  able  to  feek  for  the  feet.  But  , 
notwithftanding  this,  I  could  not  put  my  intention 
in  execution,  tho’  fhe  had  no  pains,  v/hich  was  a 
conliderable  advantage  to  us  both  \  for  by  trying 

A  a  to 
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to.  introduce  my  hand  by  the  fide  of  the  flump,  it 
was  fo  fqueezed  by  the  general  comprefiion  all  the 
parts  laid  under,  that  it  was  quite  numbed,  which  ^ 
forced  me  to  take  it  away  feveral  times,  then  re¬ 
turn  again  to  the  work,  till  I  had  overcome  this 
obftacle.  Having  got  my  hand  into  the  uterus^  I 
drew  out  the  feet  and  body  as  far  as  the  arm-pits, 
difengaged  the  other  arm,  then  introducing  a  finger 
into  the  mouth,  and  applying  the  other  hand  upon 
the  neck,  I  pulled  very  gently  for  fear  of  leaving 
the  head  in  the  uterus^  which  I  found  very  much 
difpofed  to  come  off.  Thus  I  finiflied  this  delivery^ 
which  was  the  moll  laborious  1  ever  performed. 
The  placenta  was  fo  rotten,  that  it  had  no  con- 
fiftence.  I  thought  I  fhould  have  died  after  it, 
having  been  put  to  the  utmoft  of  ray  fidll  and 
ftrength  *,  I  remained  without  breath,  and  they 
were  forced  to  lay  me  upon  a  mattrefs  before  a  great 
fire,  and  rub  me  with  warm  cloths  for  above  an 
hour,  as  if  I  had  been  playing  at  tennis  *,  and  what 
is  more  furprizing,  this  woman  fuffered  fo  little, 
that  three  days  after,  coming  to  fee  her,  being 
then  hardly  able  to  fit  on  horfeback,  I  found  her 
at  her  meal,  keeping  the  day  of  abftinence,  which 
was  Friday^  thinking  herfelf  too  well  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  eat  meat  •,  and  flie  was  fitting  without  com¬ 
plaining  of  having  fuffered  any  thing  fince  her 
being  brought  to  bed. 

Reflexion. 

If  we  met  with  thefe  difficulties  in  every  cafe,  we 
ffiiould  always  be  forced  to  a6l  as  I  did  here,  the 
furgeon’s  fkill  not  going  fo  far  as  to  furmount  all 
difficulties. 

It  was  a  happy  thing  that  fhe  was  free  from 
pains,  and  that  they  were  not  brought  on  by  my 

hand 
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hand  irritating  the  uterus^  which  was  already  much 
inflamed  by  the  bignefs  of  the  arm. 

Observation  CCLXX. 

The  feventh  of  November  1704,  I  was  defired, 
at  ten  o^  clock  at  night,  to  give  my  afliffance  to  a 
poor  day-man^s  wife  of  the  forefl:  of  Montehourg^ 
whofe  child’s  arm  had  prefented  ever  fince  the 
morning,  as  far  as  the  elbow.  I  heard  before  I  was 
near  the  houfe  fome  frightful  fhrieks,  which  they 
affured  me  were  thofe  the  poor  woman  made. 
When  I  came  I  afked  her  whether  it  w^as  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  pains  which  made  her  cry  out  in  that 
manner  ;  fhe  anfwered,  no  j  and  that  fhe  had  not 
any  fince  the  waters  were  come  away,  and  the 
arm  had  prefented  ;  and  that  fhe  relied  on  being 
brought  to  bed,  when  they  fhould  return,  as  had 
happened  to  her  in  other  labours^  being  very  ap* 
prehenfive  of  being  under  my  hands,  tho’  fhe  had 
feen  a  great  number  of  women  whom  I  had  deli- 
'  vered^  and  who  had  done  very  well.  I  nevertheleis 
offered  her  my  fervice,  which  flie  accepted,  not- 
withftanding  her  fear.  I  prefently  found  the  feet, 
which  I  brought  down  to  the  paffage,  turned  the 
face  downwards,  and  put  an  end  to  the  delivery  in 
an  inftantf  I  left  her  quite  afhamed  of  the  fear 
fhe  had  been  under,  and  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  fervice  I  had  done  her,  but  ftill  in  a  tremble, 
tho’  fhe  was  not  cold. 

Reflexion. 

The  child  was  dead,  tho’  the  pUeentd  was  whole, 
and  no  flooding,  pains,  or  any  fenfible  accident, 
had  preceded.  She  died  alfo  half  an  hour  after, 
which  I  think  can  be  imputed  to  nothing  elfe  but 
her  fright. 


A  a  2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  'XXVIII. 


Of  the  arnii  prefenting, 

"HEN  the  arm  prefents,  the  furgeon  muft 


lofe  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  reduce  it : 


He  is  to  Aide  his  hand  into  the  uterus^  by  the  fide 
of  the  arm,  and  bring  the  feet  to  the  pafPage  •,  the 
arm  will  by  that  means  go  in  again  of  itfelf. 

Observat  ion  CCLXXI. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  December  1686,  a  car¬ 
penter’s  wife  being  in  labour^  fent  for  the  midwife. 
The  waters  came  away  at  the  very  firfl:  pains,  and 
the  child’s  arm  followed  ;  whereupon  fhe  fent  for 
me.  I  found  the  parts  in  as  good  a  dilpofition  as 
I  could  wifh,  to  attempt  the  redudlion  of  the  arm. 
I  accordingly  got  it  again  into  the  vagina^  and  car¬ 
ried  it  to  the  bottom  of  the  uterus^  holding  the 
child’s  hand  in  mine :  I  could  have  finifhed  this 
delivery  with  as  much  eafe  as  I  can  take  my  hand¬ 
kerchief  out  of  my  pocket  *,  but  the  pains  which 
had  ceafcd  after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters 
being  returned,  and  the  child’s  head  being  in  as 
good  a  fituation  as  one  could  wifh,  determined  me 
to  leave  it  to  nature  \  which,  according  to  all  thefe 
fine  appearances,  could  not  be  a  long  time  about 
it.  I  went  home  leaving  the  midwife  with  her; 
but  twenty-four  hours  after,  I  was  fent  for  again  ; 
and  fhe  was  not  brought  to  bed  till  twenty-four 
hours  after  that ;  having  fuffered  fuch  excefTive 
pains,  that  fhe  was  very  near  dying. 


Re- 


j 
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Reflexion. 

I  followed  this  method  before  experience  and 
reflexion  had  taught  me  another.  If  the  redu6lion 
of  an  arm  is  attended  with  fuch  ill  fuccefs,  when  a 
woman  is  fo  well  difpofed  to  delivery  ;  what  muft 
we  expeft,  when  the  arm  has  been  out  a  long  while, 
and  the  waters  have  been  gone  off  a  confiderable 
time  ? 

Observation  CCLXXII. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  May  1689,  a  glover’s  wife 
being  in  labour^  the  child  prefented  an  arm  a  long 
while  before  £he  could  put  off  a  fcrupulous  delicacy 
to  fend  for  me  but  at  laft  was  forced  to  it.  The 
midwife  told  me,  that  fhe  had  reduced  the  arm 
feveral  times,  but  that  the  very  next  pain  always 
forced  it  our,  and  that  now  it  was  reduced,  as  I 
might  fee :  I  found  it  indeed,  doubled  in  the 
vagina^  and  fo  fqueezed  that  I  could  not  pafs  my 
hand  before  I  had  pulled  out  the  fore-arm.  Having 
tried  to  no  purpofe  to  reduce  it,  becaufe  in  intro¬ 
ducing  my  hand,  the  uterus  was  fo  irritated  as  to 
have  very  fharp  pains  come  on,  which  lafled  as 
long  as  I  peiTifted  in  endeavouring  this  redublion, 

I  quitted  this  intention  to  feek  for  the  feet,  not- 
withftanding  the  fharpnefs  of  the  pains,  and  it  was 
with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  that  1  fucceeded  ;  the 
uterus  being  dry,  and  clofely  contraded  round  the 
child,  and  my  hand  buffering  fuch  a  compreffior?, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  draw  it  out  continually  to 
eafe  it,  before  1  was  able  to  hold  the  feet  hard 
enough  to  draw  them  down  to  the  paffage^  which 
generally  gives  fuch  a  motion  to  the  body,  as  to 
make  the  arm  go  in  again.  I  was  fo  happy  as  to 

A  a  3  bring 


3^8  A  general  Tlreatife  of  M  i  d  w  i  f  r 

bring  the  child  out  alive,  and  the  mother  got  up, 
again  in  a  little  while. 

Reflexion. 

As  it  is  the  nature  of  membranous  parts,  and 
confequently  of  the  uterus^  to  contrad,  as  foon  as 
emptied  of  any  contents,  where  is  the  poffibility 
to  reduce  an  arm  in  an  occafion  like  this  \  The  re¬ 
ducing  the  arm  behind  the  head  as  Mauriceau  ad- 
vifes  will  appear  ill  praftice  to  any  one  that  will 
confider  in  the  lead:,  that  an  arm  thus  reduced  mud: 
be  twifted  and  broke,  if  the  woman  is  brought  to 
bed  with  it  in  that  fituation. 

Observation  CCLXXIII. 

The  twenty-third  of  March  1701,  being  with  a 
lady  twenty- two  leagues  off,  labour  began  to  declare 
itfelf  by  very  flight  pains  *,  which  foon  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  make  me  examine  into  the 
fituation  of  the  child.  I  found  thro’  the  membranes 
feveral  confufed  parts  *,  and  having  placed  her  in 
a  proper  fituation,  I  opened  the  membranes,  one 
hand  came  out  with  the  waters,  but  fo  little  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  vagina,  that  I  pufhed  it  back  into 
the  uterus  with  all  the  eafe  in  the  world  •,  after 
which  I  got  hold  of  the  feet,  and  finding  that  the 
child’s  face  lay  upwards,  I  turned  it ;  and  conti¬ 
nuing  to  draw  from  the  knees  as  far  as  the  loins, 
one  gentle  pull  more  brought  it  into  the  world. 
The  mother  was  as  little  fatigued  as  if  flie  had  not 
been  brought  to  bed  at  all ;  and  the  child,  which 
was  a  boy,  was  in  perfedl  health. 


Re- 
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Reflexion. 

You  fee,  that  I  do  not  blame  the  redutflion  of 
the  hand,  when  it  is  not  attended  with  any  dif¬ 
ficulty. 

Observation  CCLXXIV. 

The  thirteenth  of  November  1699,  a  lockfmith’s 
wife  being  in  labour  with  ftrong  and  frequent  pains, 
the  midwife  found  herfelf  very  much  at  a  lofs  after 
the  coming  away  of  the  waters,  at  meeting  with 
feveral  parts  without  being  able  to  dilfinguifli  any. 
She  fent  for  me,  and  I  foon  made  them  out  •,  the 
parts  being  well  difpofed,  and  the  woman  without 
pains.  I  found  the  two  elbows  prefenting  at  the 
entrance  of  the  vagina^  the  arms  being  bent,  and 
the  hands  applied  to  the  child’s  cheeks.  The  head 
not  being  advanced  far  enough  to  be  any  hindrance 
to  the  introdudlion  of  my  hand,  I  (lid  it  along  the 
neck,  the  bread,  the  thighs  and  legs,  till  I  came 
to  the  feet,  v/hich  I  joined  together,  and  finiflied 
the  delivery  in  an  inflan t. 

Reflexion. 

This  is  the  only  cafe  of  this  nature  I  ever  met 
with.  It  is  only  in  fome  cafes  that  I  am  obliged 
to  Aide  my  hand  the  whole  length  of  the  body  be¬ 
fore  I  come  to  the  feet,  fince  I  fo  often  find  the 
feet  with  more  eafe  than  I  could  any  other  part. 
This  would  be  requifite  indeed,  if  the  child  laid 
all  along  in  the  uterus  ;  whereas  it  is  the  only  fitua- 
tion  it  is  never  in.  For  the  mod  part  the  knees 
are  bent  towards  the  belly  or  bread,  and  the  heels 
are  upon  the  buttocks ;  wherefore  I  Aide  my  hand 

A  a  A  to' 
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'to  the  bottom  of  the  uterus^  where  I  feldom  mift 
of  finding  the  feet. 

Observation  CCLXXV. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  Augufl  17  ii,  I  was  fent 
for  to  the  parifh  of  Tvetot  half  a  league  off,  to  a 
flone-cutter’s  wife,  whp  was  in  labpur  ever  fince 
the  day  before.  I  found  the  child’s  arm  pre¬ 
fen  ting  as  far  as  the  flioiilder,  and  the  articulation 
had  advanced  very  much  for  two  hours  before.  The 
arm  was  without  motion,  tumefied,  cold  and  livid  ^ 
all  figns  that  alfured  the  child’s  death.  I  tried 
notwithftanding  to  pu&  back  the  body  with  my 
hand  under  the  amUa^  to  have  the  liberty,  to  in¬ 
troduce  it  by  the  flioulder,  in  which  I  fucceeded, 
and  brought  down  the  feet  to  the  pafTage.  This 
motion  made  the  arm  go  in  again  partly,  hut  hav¬ 
ing  refled  a  little  both  for  her  fake  and  mine,  I 
made  another  flruggle,  which  made  it  go  in  again 
entirely,  aftd  brought  out  the  child  as  far  as  the 
ham  5,,  after  which  I  put  an  end  to  a  delivery^  which 
feemed  impradficable,  without  taking  the  arm 
off:  The  mother  endured  much,  as  well  as  my? 
felf  *,  but  we  were  both  quit  for  our  labour.  The 
child  was  dead,  the  cuticle  being  raifed  all  over  its 
body ;  and  I  had  fome  trouble  in  bringing  av/ay 
the  placenta^  which  was  quite  rotten. 

Observation  CGLXXVL 

The  feventeenth  of  Augufl  1 705,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  daily  labourer’s  wife,  of  the  parifh  of  Colombia 
which  is  a  league  off.  Being  gone  four  leagues 
another  way,  they  were ’forced  to  flay  for  my  re¬ 
turn  a  pretty  long  time.  I  then  made  all  the  hafte 
I  could  to  this  poor  woman,  whom  I  found  great¬ 
ly  exhaufled  the  length  of  the  labour.  The 

pains 
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pains  being  luckily  off,  I  hvid  full  liberty  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  fituation  of  the  child.  I  found  the 
external  part  of  the  fore-arm  flicking  fail  crofs- 
ways,  and  occupying  all  the  paffage  •,  the  elbovv^ 
being  on  one  fide,  and  the  wrifl  on  the  other, 
with  the  hand  bent  upwards.  The  arm  was  very 
much  fwelled,  and  hard.  The  elbow  and  wrifl 
had  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  both  fides  of  the 
Uterus^  where  they'  were  lodged,  that  they  feemed 
buried  in  its  fubflance  •,  a  young  practitioner  would 
have  thought  the  uterus  pierced  thro’  by  them  ; 
it  being  flill  more  tumefied  than  the  arm  itfelf, 
filled  fo  exadlly  the  fpace  which  fhould  have  been 
between  them,  that  there  was  no  room  for  me  to 
introduce  my  hand,  neither  could  I  make  the  arm 
alter  its  fituation.  I  introduced  it  at  lafly  ufing  a 
great  deal  of  gentlenefs  •,  and  I  found  that  the 
head  refled  on  the  arm,  as  is  ufual  in  fleeping.  I 
fiid  my  hand  along  the  neck  and  back  *,  but  the 
uterus  was  fo  contraCled,  that  I  found  it  very  hard 
to  get  it  further  ,  and  the  inflammation  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  being  communicated  to  its 
fundus^  my  hand  became  ufelefs  by  the  flrong  com- 
preflion  it  fuffered,  and  I  was  forced  to  draw  it  out 
frequently  to  eafe  it :  The  pains  too,  which  had 
difeontinned  for  a  time,  coming  on  again  with 
greater  force  as  I  pufhed  my  hand  forwards,  en¬ 
tirely  flopped  me  in  my  way.  All  this  while  I 
could  not  obferye  any  life  in  the  child  ^  and  all  the 
v/oman’s  parts  were  fo  inflamed,  that  her  belly 
reached  her  throat,  and  flie  was  continually  reach¬ 
ing,  and  throv/ing  up  now  and  then  yellow  and 
green  bile^  of  an  intolerable  bitternefs.  Without 
being  difheartened  by  all  thefe  complaints,  i  re¬ 
turned  to  work  fo  often,  gently  with  my  hand, 
that  at  lafl  I  reached  the  feet,  joined  them  toge¬ 
ther,  and  brought  them  down  to  the  paffige.  The 
yery  firfl:  motion  of  the  body  changed  the  fituation 
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of  the  arm,  which  I  had  in  vain  tried  before  to  do. 
The  body  followed  and  the  delivery  was  ended.  I 
had  at  firft  fome  difEculty  in  bringing  away  the 
placenta^  but  it  came  very  well  at  laft.  She  was 
a  long  while  before  fhe  got  up  again. 

Reflexion, 

The  child,  which  I  thought  dead,  was  alive  ;  the 
arm  was  very  large  and  livid,  and  the  hand  re¬ 
mained  bent  at  the  wrift,  as  it  happens  after  a  palfy, 
or  after  the  cholicks  of  painters  and  plummers.  I 
.  applied  upon  it  a  comprefs  dipt  in  wine,  and  it  re¬ 
covered  its  tone  in  a  few  days. 

Observation  CCLXXVII. 

0 

The  twenty-fecond  of  January  1697,  I  was 
fetched  in  the  night  to  a  cooper’s  wife,  of  the  pa- 
rifli  of  "Tamervilky  which  is  a  league  off.  Her  child’s 
arms  were  fo  far  come  out,  that  the  anterior  and 
fuperior  part  of  the  breaft  feemed  inclined  to  come 
out  at  the  lame  time.  The  head  was  bent  back¬ 
wards  reclining  upon  the  back.  Things  had  been 
in  this  condition  twelve  hours  before  I  came  ;  and 
what  was  ffill  worfe  the  pains  were  very  lharp, 
and  encreafed  as  I  tried  to  f)ufh  back  the  bread,  to 
make  myfelf  room  to  introduce  my  hand  between 
the  arms  to  feek  for  the  feet.  I  conceived  fome 
hopes,  as  the  pains  began  to  ceafe  ^  but  the  irritation 
brought  on  by  my  hand,  made  them  return  *,  and 
the  fharper,  as  I  perfifted  in  pulhing  on  my  hand, 
and  never  ceafe d  but  when  I  reded  ^  they  had  at 
Jaft  fome  interval,  which  I  made  fo  good  ufe  of, 
that  I  pulhed  back  the  Jiermw.,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
introduce  my  hand  into  the  uterus^  which  I  Aid  on 
afterwards  with  more  eafe  than  I  could  have  ex¬ 
pected,  not  imagining  this  part  would  have  been 
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fo  yielding,  when  the  waters  had  been  gone  off  fo 
long.  I  eafily  found  the  feet,  and  got  hold  of 
them but  could  not  bring  them  to  the  paffage, 
nor  make  the  child  alter  its  fituation,  as  I  had  ex¬ 
pelled  at  firft.  The  breaft  was  a  flop  which  I 
could  not  force  *,  I  kept  pulling  the  feet,  and  pufli- 
ing  back  the  bread,  fometimes  alternately,  and 
fometinies  together  ;  but  the  pains  encreafing  were 
an  obftacle  which  I  could  not  overcome.  I  was  in 
hopes,  that  if  I  could  bring  the  feet  to  the  paffage, 
the  motion  which  the  whole  body  muft  make, 
would  occafion  the  arms  to  go  in  again  *,  but  they 
were  fo  much  engaged,  that  I  found  it  impoffible 
to  make  any  alteration  in  their  fituation,  though  I 
put  in  pra6lice  the  mod:  violent  endeavours.  But 
at  lad  the  feet  flipped  down,  and  the  body  followed 
immediately,  without  my  knowing  how.  I  fhould 
have  finifhed  the  delivery  at  that  very  indant,  if  I 
had  not  been  dopped  by  the  arms,  which  I  was 
forced  to  difen  gage  gently  one  after  another,  as 
alfo  the  head.  The  woman  did  very  well  after¬ 
wards. 

Reflexion. 

I  thought  this  would  have  been  the  lad  delivery  I 
fhould  ever  have  performed  *,  for  it  was  above  eight 
days  before  I  recovered  from  the  fatigue  I  en¬ 
dured,  not  being  able  all  this  time  to  ufe  hand  or 
arm,  and  fcarce  able  to  walk. 

The  arms  were  broke,  which  I  did  not  perceive 
before  the  delivery  *,  for  being  hard,  fwelled,  and’ 
livid,  they  held  out  as  if  they  had  not  been  broke; 
but  if  the  child  had  been  alive,  I  fhould  not  have 
minded  it,  the  bones  at  this  age  foon  growing  to¬ 
gether  again. 

^  The  arms  were  not  broke  in  difengaging  them, 
*  but  in  the  violence  I  ufed  to  finifh  the  labour, 

Obser- 


3  64  A  general  Treatife  ^Midwifry. 

Observation  CCLXXVIII. 

# 

The  tenth  of  March  1698,  I  was  fetched  in  the 
night  to  a  poor  woman  that  lived  in  the  parifli  of 
Minilau-val,  I  found  her  laid  upon  a  little  draw  ; 
the  child’s  arm  prefented  together  with  the  fhoul- 
der  ;  as  it  had  been  very  much  pulled,  its  liga¬ 
ments  were  greatly  llretched.  I  pufhed  back  the 
fhoulder  by  degrees.  The  pains  being  flight  and 
few,  helped  forward  my  defign  very  much  ;  fo  that 
I  made  the  body  give  way,  to  make  me  room  to 
introduce  my  hand  into  the  uterus  to  take  hold  of 
the  feet,  which  I  found  very  eafily.  Thus  did  I 
finifh  this  delivery^  from  which  I  had  every  thing  to 
apprehend  ;  the  child  being  fo  far  advanced,  that 
I  could  hardly  expe6t  to  return  it.  I  had  more 
trouble  in  bringing  away  the  flacenta^  which  was 
dry,  and  adhered  very  much. 

Reflexion. 

The  child  was  luckily  very  fmall,  and  appeared 
to  be  dead  ;  but  being  laid  before  the  fire,  came 
to  itfelf  in  a  little  time.  The  arm  was  paralytick 
for  a  fhort  fpace,  but  recovered^  by  the  ufe  of  aro- 
matick  wine. 

CHAP.  XXIX. 

Of  the  child's  prefenting  the  back  or  belly. 

TO  be  able  to  know  that  the  child  prefents  the 
back  or  belly,  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflity 
that  the  waters  be  gone  off,  and  the  furgeon  to  in¬ 
troduce  his  fingers,  and  if  they  are  too  fhort,  his 
hand,  into  the  uterus.  Thefe  parts  are  not  flexible 
enough  to  prefent  in  fo  narrow  a  part  as  the  en¬ 
trance 
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trance  of  the  vagina^  without  the  fpine  of  the  back 
breaking,  or  without  the  ligaments  and  marrow  of 
the  fpine  being  fo  extended  as  to  kill  the  child,  if 
it  prefents  the  back  *,  and  if  the  belly,  without  being 
comprefled  excelTively  ;  nay,  the  violent  ftretch  it’ 
mud  be  upon,  if  it  Ihould  be  puQied  on  by  ftrong 
pains  and  the  contradions  of  the  uterus^  may  burft 
it.  However,  when  this  fituation  is  once  learnt  by 
the  introdudion  of  the  hand,  it  is  very  eafy  to 
proceed  to  delivery. 

Observation  CCLXXIX. 

The  twenty-third  of  December  1697,  I  was  fetched 
at  twelve  at  night  to  the  parifh  of  Teurteville,  two 
leagues  off,  to  a  poor  woman  who  had  been  in  la¬ 
bour  for  feveral  days,  and  whofe  waters  had  come 
away  at  night,  without  the  midwife  being  able  to 
find  the  child.  Her  pains  were  fo  fharp  and  fre¬ 
quent,  that  fhe  was  defirous  to  die  to  get  rid  of 
them.  The  midwives  would  have  doubted  of  their 
being  labour  pains,  had  they  not  felt  the  child  ftir- 
ring  in  the  mother’s  belly.  I  found  the  pains  much 
abated  when  I  came,  the  midwives  not  being  able 
to  give  me  any  other  account,  but  that  the  waters 
came  away  that  evening.  Finding  that  the  child 
prefented  the  back,  I  condu61:ed  my  hand  along 
the  fpine  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  head  ;  but  this 
not  being  what  I  fought  after,  I  went  the  oppofite 
way,  where  I  found  the  buttocks,  the  thighs,  legs 
and  feet,  which  I  joined  together  and  drew  out 
as  far  as  the  thighs.  The  face  being  downwards, 
I  finifhed  the  whole  work  in  lefs  than  four  minutes, 
and  left  the  mother  and  child  in  good  health. 


Ob  s  E  R 
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Observation  CCLXXX. 

The  third  of  January  1700,  a  fhoem-aker’s 
wife  fent  for  me.  I  judged  by  the  ftrength  of 
the  pains  that  the  child  muft  be  far  enough 
advanced  for  me  to  learn  its  fituatioti  eafily.  But 
finding  nothing  but  the  membranes  tenfe  by  the 
impulfion  of  the  waters  during  the  pain,  without 
the  child  feeming  to  have  any  (hare  in  it ;  and 
things  remaining  a  great  while  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion,  I  refolved  upon  opening  the  membranes  ;  after 
which  I  got  my  hand  far  enough  to  learn  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  child.  I  met  with  the  belly,  which  I 
knew  by  its  extent,  foftnefs,  and  the  umbilical 
chords  the  pulfation  of  which  allured  me  of  the 
child^s  life.  I  kept  on  pufhing  my  hand  along  the 
thighs  and  legs,  till  I  came  to  the  feet,  which  I 
joined  together,  and  finilhed  the  delivery  with  as 
much  eafe  as  the  foregoing. 

Reflexion. 

j 

Children  that  prefent  fide- ways  are  to  be  ma^ 
naged  after  the  fame  manner. 


CHAP.  XXX. 


Of  the  buttocks  prefenting. 

HE  buttocks  may  be  eafily  miflaken  for  the 
head,  but  feldom  the  head  for  the  buttocks^ 
v/hich  is  hard,  round,  folid,  and  without  any  fepa- 
ration,  and  once  touched  is  eafily  known.  If  the 
child,  being  very  high,  and  the  membranes  full  of 
water,  hinder  us  from  making  a  juft  diftindlion^ 
we  muft  introduce  the  finger  as  high  as  we  can 
into  the  vagina^  and  the  hand  itfelf,  if  the  finger 
is  too  fnort  for  from  this  trial,  well  managed,  de¬ 
pends 
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pends  the  whole  faccefs  of  the  labour.  If  the  hand 
is  not  fufEcient  to  remove  this  doubt,  the  mem-- 
hranes  muft  be  opened,  which  may  be  done  with¬ 
out  danger  for  the  reafons  juft  mentioned.  Befides, 
when  the  head  prefents,  there  comes  away  nothing 
but  waters,  which  are  almoft  always  mixed  with 
the  meconium  when  it  is  the  buttocks.  If  nature 
feems  well  difpofed,  fhe  may  be  fuftered  to  a61: 
alone  ;  but  if  we  are  apprehenfive  of  the  labour's 
being  lingering,  we  muft  prevent  it  by  bringing 
the  child  out  by  the  feet. 

Observation  CCLXXXI. 

The  feventeenth  of  O5fober  i6g6^  being  with 
the  wife  of  a  notary  of  Cherbourg,^  who  was  in  labour 
of  her  firft  child,  and  whofe  pains  were  ftrong  and 
frequent  enough  to  engage  me  to  enquire  into  the 
fituation  of  the  child  :  I  touched  her,  to  no  pur- 
pofe  the  firft  time,  and  I  reaped  no  more  benefit 
from  the  fecond,  tho’  it  was  fome  time  after  the 
firft,  and  the  pains  had  encreafed  confiderably.  I 
found  both  times  nothing  but  the  membranes  and 
waters,  which  puflied  down  ftrongly  during  the 
pains,  and  difappeared  as  foon  as  they  were  over. 
Upon  this  I  fubftituted  my  hand  to  my  finger,  and 
found  out  the  difficulty  thro’  the  membranes,,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  pain,  when  the  waters  by  retiring 
were  no  longer  an  obftacle  to  my  information.  I 
immediately  opened  the  membranes,,  and  finifhed  the 
delivery  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe. 

Reflexion, 

It  was  very  lucky  that  I  was  at  hand  to  give  this 
affiftance,  for  it  was  a  very  large  girl,  which  gave 
me  fome  trouble  in  bringing  her  out  by  the  feet ;  and 
muft  have  given  me  much  more,  if  I  had  fuffered 

her 
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her  to  come  double,  as  we  can  be  of  no  help  till' 
the  child  is  advanced  to  a  certain  degree. 

Observation  CCLXXXII. 

The  nineteenth  of  'Decemler  1698,  a  weaver’s 
wife,  who  had  been  four  days  in  labour^  fent  to  de- 
fire  my  afiiftance.  The  child  had  prefented  the 
buttocks  thirty  hours,  and  was  fo  far  advanced, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  pufh  it  back ;  it  had  no 
fign  of  life,  and  the  mother  had  no  pains,  being 
almoft  fpent.  The  fcrotum  of  the  child  appeared 
outwardly,  and  I  faw  no  likelihood  of  getting  it 
out  by  the  part  which  prefented  ;  wherefore  I 
refolved  to  feek  for  the  feet,  notwithflanding  the 
impoffibility  there  feemed  to  be  of  doing  it.  I 
dipt  my  hand  in  oil,  and  introduced  gently  and 
by  degrees,  firft  one  finger,  then  another,  then  a 
third,  then  the  thumb  and  hand  underneath,  along 
the  vagina^  taking  care  to  ufe  all  the  gentlenefs 
imaginable,  that  I  might  make  this  part  fufceptible 
of  proper  dilation.  Having  overcome  this  obffa- 
cle,  I  carried  my  hand  along  the  thighs,  legs,  and 
feet,  which  I  got  hold  of;  and  by  bending  the 
knees  and  pufhing  them  up  towards  the  mother’s 
belly,  I  found  means  to  open  a  pafiage  ;  I  then 
pulled  them  out,  and  finifhed  the  delivery,  I  was 
a  long  while  about  it,  and  was  forced  to  ufe  the 
greateft  precaution,  for  fear  of  rending  the  peri¬ 
neum,  I  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  bringing 
away  the  'placenta.  The  child,  whom  I  thought 
dead,  v/as  only  very  weak,  and  did  well ;  as 
likewife  the  mother,  who  fuffered  no  more  in  her 
lying-in,  than  if  flie  had  a  natural  labour. 
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Reflexion. 

I  never  faw  any  other  child  engaged  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  and  tho’  it  was  fo  far  advanced,  I  could  not 
get  my  fingers  by  the  g^'oins  to  pull  it  away. 

Mr.  Peu  advifes  to  break  the  child’s  legs  in  thefe 
cafes,  to  be  able  to  bring  them  out  more  eafily ;  but 
ft  is  what  ought  to  be  avoided,  by  bending  the 
legs,  and  pulhing  the  knees  towards  the  mother’s 
belly,  extending  the  feet  towards  the  heels  in  draw¬ 
ing  them  outi 

C  H  A  r.  XXXI. 

Of  the  hips  prefentinf 

I 

’  ^  *  ■  * 

There  is  no  part  which  refembles  the  head 

more  than  the  hips,  it  being  hard  and  round, 
and  always  at  a  great  difiance,  as  it  will  not  admit 
of  being  bent  enough  to  engage  in  the  pafiage, 
unlefi  forced  indeed  by  the  fharpefi  pains  a  woman 
can  endure,  after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters. 
The  furgeon  ought  not  to  fiay  till  this  pretended 
head  advances,  but  mufi  without  delay  fet  about 
enquiring  into  the  fituation  of  the  child. 

Observation  CCLXXXIII, 

The  feventh  of  March  1698,  being  at  Cherbourg 
with  a  wounded  gentleman,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
chief  citizens  engaged  me  to  attend  her^  when 
(he  (hould  be  in  labour^  being  now  big  with  her 
firft  child.  I  was  fetched  by  fix  in  the  morning. 
When  I  came  I  found  a  midwife  with  her^  who  told 
.  me  that  the  waters  were  prepared,  the  child  w^ell. 
Tituated,  and  the  pains  good  ;  fo  that  they  thanked 
me  for  my  trouble,  and  I  went  away.  I  was  fetched 
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again  at  twelve  at  night,  and  found  that  the  child 
had  prefented  the  hip  for  fifteen  or  fixteen  hours, 
and  was  fo  engaged  by  the  fharp  and  continual 
pains  fhe  had  endured  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  pulh  it  back  a  little,  to  procure  myfelf 
the  liberty  of  introducing  my  hand  into  the  uterus 
to  feek  for  the  feet,  which  I  found  with  no  fmall 
difficulty,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  bringing 
them  out;  the  uterus  being  clofely  contradted  about 
the  child,  and  the  pains,  which  were  very  fharp, 
forcing  me  to  draw  out  my  hand  every  now  and 
then  to  reft  it.  The came  away  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  and  the  child  had  but  juft  life  enough  to 
be  chriftened.  The  mother  was  a  confiderable 
time  in  recovering. 

Reflexion. 

An  ill-grounded  modefty  occafioned  all  this  mif- 
chief.  The  paflage  here  was  free  ;  but  it  is  more¬ 
over  requifite  for  the  delivery  to  be  performed  with 
eafe,  that  the  woman,  have  no  pains,  which  here 
did  not  difcontinue  a  fingle  moment.  The  child 
had  a  tumour  on  the  hip,  like  thofe  which  ufually 
happen  on  the  head,  when  it  has  been  locked  in  for 
any  time. 

If  the  Coccyx  had  ever  been  an  obftacle  to  delivery^ 
it  muft  have  been  fo  on  this  occafion  ;  but  I  have 
never  met  with  any  from  it. 

There  is  no  fituation  where  there  is  more  danger 
of  breaking  the  legs  than  in  this ;  to  avoid  it  I  Aid 
my  hand  between  the  thighs  and  legs  which  con- 
dudted  me  to  the  feet,  but  inftead  of  pulling  them 
down  as  I  generally  do,  I  firft  bent  the  knees  up 
to  the  mother’s  belly,  and  then  brought  them 
down. 


Ob,  S  E  R- 
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Observation  GCLXXXI^^. 

The  nineteenth  of  Auguft  1701,  the  Countefs 

of . fent  for  me  by  five  in  the'm'orning.  I 

found  her  up^  and  her  pains  were  fbarp  and  fre¬ 
quent.  She  told  me  that  her  waters  had  came  away 
from  her  in  great  plenty  for  above  two  hours,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  retain  them.  The  pains  were  fo 
ftrong  that  (he  muft  have  been  brought  to  bed,  if 
the  child  had  been  well  fituated,  the  waters  coming 
away  continually.  I  put  her  in  a  proper  fituation 
to  examine  how  the  child  prefented.  I  never  met 
with  any  thing  more  like  a  head,  and  that  very 
near  \  but  prepoflefied  with  the  contrary  opinion, 
by  the  violence  of  her  pains,  I  pufhed  it  back  by 
degrees,  and  found  out  by  this  means  that  it  was 
the  hip.  I  eafily  Aid  my  hand  under  it  and  got 
hold  of  the  feet,  which  were  very  near,  and  deli’- 
vered  her  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe. 

Reflexion. 

That  part  of  the  hip  which  prefented  was  black 
already,  tho*  fire  had  not  been  long  in  labour^  be- 
caufe  the  child  being  very  fmall,  and  the  pains 
very  (harp,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  inequality 
of  the  part,  the  child  was  engaged  more  and  more 
every  moment. 

CHAP.  XXXII. 

Of  one  or  both  knees  prefenting, 

knees  may  be  eafily  miftaken  for  the 
head,  when  they  _are  ftill  covered  with  the 
membranes^  and  the  child  is  very  high  ;  otherwife 
there  is  no  room  for  a  miftake,  there  being  gene- 
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rally  b^t  one  knee  that  prefents,  and  its  fize  being 
very  different  from  that  of  the  head  ;  and  the  other 
knee  remaining  fomewhat  behind :  That  which  is 
moft  advanced  mud  be  pufhed  back  a  little  to  get 
hold  of  the  feet,  which  arc  eafily  found,  the  child 
being  then,  as  it  were,  kneeling  upon  the  os  pubis. 

Observation  CCLXXX V. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  February  1698,  Mrs . 

being  in  labour  for  the  firfl:  time,  and  feeling  fome* 
fhort  flight  pains  in  her  belly,  navel,  and  round 
her  loins,  fent  for  me.  Having  examined  the  na¬ 
ture  of  her  pains,  and  finding  them  to  denote  labour, 
I  injoined  her  to  flay  at  home  *,  there  was  how¬ 
ever,  no  necelTity  for  me  to  flay  with  her ;  I  only 
took  occafion  to  call  now  and  then,  which  I  did 
for  three  days  *,  during  which  thefe  pains  lafled 
without  interrupting  in  the  leafl  her  ufual  divcrfions. 
About  the  end  of  the  third  night  the  pains  encrea- 
fing  confiderably,  fhe  fent  for  me.  I  touched  her, 
but  the  os  tinc£  not  being  yet  dilated  enough,  I 
was  forced  to  let  three  or  four  pains  pafs,  which 
being  pretty  fmart,  difpofed  the  parts  lo  well,  that 
I  thought  I  could  touch  the  head  through  the  mem¬ 
branes,  though  flill  at  a  great  diflance.  I  remained 
quiet  till  the  waters  were  come  away,  when  I  found 
it  was  the  knee.  I  pufhed  it  back  when  the  pain 
was  over,  and  fought  for  the  foot,  which  I  eafily 
met  with,  as  well  as  the  other*,  I  joined  them  to¬ 
gether,  and  brought  them  down  to  the  paflTage. 
The  child’s  face  being  upwards,  1  turned  it,  and 
.  finifhed  the  delivery. 

Reflexion. 

This  fituation  would  be  eafily  known,  if  the 
knee  came  quite  down  5  but  it  is  hindered  from  it 

by 
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by  the  other  knee  refling  on  the  os  pubis.  It  muft 
never  be  pulled  down,  as  it  would  be  eafily  done 
by  pairing  the  finger  towards  the  ham,  but  always 
pulhed  up.  I  never  met  with  both  knees  prefent- 
ing  at  once,  one  was  always  behind,  tho’ Sometimes 
very  near. 

CHAR  XXXIII. 

Of  one  or  both  feet  prefenting. 

WHEN  both  feet  prefent,  the  membranes  mufl 
be  opened,  and  the  child  delivered  by  them  : 
If  one  only,  it  muft  be  pufhed  in  again  to  be  join¬ 
ed  to  the  other  ;  never  pulling  the  child  out  by 
one  foot  only,  unlefs  it  be  abfolutely  impolTible  to 
join  them  together,  as  it  happens  fometimes,  tho’ 
rarely.  Notwithflanding  I  am  abfolutely  againfl  the 
reduction  of  the  arm,  yet  I  advife  that  of  the  foot, 
there  being  a  wide  difference  between  them  :  For 
when  the  arm  is  come  out,  the  lurgeon  to  reduce 
it,  is  forced  to  take  the  child’s  hand  into  his  own, 
which  will  always  make  the  arm  bend  at  the  elbow  ^ 
whereas  when  it  is  the  foot,  the  furgeon  can  take 
hold  of  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  the  leg,  or 
foot,  according  as  the  part  is  advanced,  and  pufh 
it  up  gently  into  the  uterus,  and  there  is  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  their  falling  down  again  as  the  arm  does, 
there  being  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  going  in 
again. 

Observation  CCLXXXVE 

The  firft  of  September  1693,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
carpenter’s  wife,  who  was  in  labour.  I  found  the 
midwife  pulling  out  t;he  child,  as  well  as  flie  could, 
by  the  feet,  which  had  prefented  firfl  j  the  body 
was  come  qut  as  far  as  the  cfin,  which  feemed  to 
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be  catched  upon  the  os  pubis.  The  child  had  been 
dead  fome  time.  1  (lid  my  hand  between  the  bone 
and|  the  chin,  introduced  a  finger  into  the  mouth, 
pufhing  back  at  the  fame  time  the  hinder  part  of 
the  head  with  my  other  hand.  By  thefe  means  I 
turned  the  head  fomewhat  Tideways,  and  got  my 
finger  fomewhat  farther,  then  ading  fome  times 
with  both  hands,  fometimes  with  one  only,  the 
chin  advanced  to  the  paflage,  and  gave  me  a  bet¬ 
ter  hold,  not  daring  to  pull  much  by  the  neck, 
which  did  not  feem  to  be  very  firong.  I  refted 
till  another  pain  came,  which  happening  to  be 
pretty  (harp,  together  with  the  fmall  helps  I  gave 
her,  finifiied  a  delivery^  where  the  head  would 
certainly  have  remained  behind,  if  I  had  not  ufed 
all  thefe  precautions. 


C  H  A  R  XXXIV. 


Of  the  feet  prefenting  with  the  head^  and  of  the 
feety  hands,  and  head  prefenting  at  once. 

HESE  extraordinary  fituations  prove  that 
the  child  is  at  liberty  to  move  as  it  pleafes  in 
the  uterus.  In  refleding  upon  the  pofiure  it  is  in, 
when  it  prefents  the  head  and  feet,  or  the  feet  and 
hands,  it  Teems  that  it  may  or  muft  have  been  in  it 
a  long  time ;  fo  far  I  can  affirm,  that  I  have  opened 
a  woman  juft  after  The  had  expired,  to  procure  holy 
baptifm  to  the  child,  who  neVerthelefs  was  dead, 
whom  I  found  in  this  fituation.  Whether  this  was 
a  difpofition  which  juft  preceded  delivery ,  I  am  not' 
able  to  tell. 

The  want  of  room  to  move  in  the  uterus,  or  the 
weaknefs  of  the  child,  which  makes  it  unable  to 
carry  the  feet  to  the  place  v/here  the  head  was  be¬ 
fore,  may  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  fituations.  The 
pains  too  of  the  mother  coming  on  fuddenly, 

attended 
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attended  with  a  quick  difcharge  of  the  waters,  and 
an  immediate  contraction/  of  the  uterus^  before  the 
child  has  had  time  to  make  the  proper  motion, 
may  alfo  be  the  caufe-^f  them.  This  labour y  like 
others,  is  eafy  or  difficult,  according  as  the  fur- 
geon  is  called  in  foon  or  late. 

Observation  CCLXXXVII. 

The  fourth  of  November  1689,  being  with  a 
tradefman’s  wife  of  this  town,  who  was  in  labour^ 
I  found  the  head  through  the  membraneSy  with  fome 
other  parts,  in  confufion  ;  I  could  not  tell  whether 
it  was  the  hands  or  feet.  Without.any  further  de¬ 
lay  I  opened  the  membranes  and  found  them  to  be 
the  feet.  I  pufhed  back  the  head  into  the  uteruSy 
got  hold  of  the  feet,  and  finiffied  the  delivery. 

Reflexion. 

I  cannot  come  into  the  way  which  is  propofed 
by  fome,  to  pull  the  child  by  the  feet  without 
breaking  the  membranes  \  firft,  becaufe  the  mem¬ 
branes  would  make  them  fo  flippery,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  get  a  firm  hold  *,  fecondly,  be¬ 
caufe  the  placenta  holding  to  the  membranes y  mull 
be  pulled  away  at  the  fame  time ;  thirdly,  becaufe 
there  is  often  fome  difficulty  in  diftinguiffiing  the 
feet  from  the  hands,  when  mixed  with  clods  of 
blood  or  the  chordy  even  when  the  membranes  are 
opened,  and  confequently  much  more  fo  before 
they  are. 

Observation  CCLXXXVIII. 

The  twenty-firfl  of  November  1700,  I  was  fent 
for  in  the  night  to  the  parifh  of  .MontaignCy  two 
leagues  off,  to  lay  a  poor  woman,  who  had  been 
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in  labour  two  days.  I  found  the  head  and  feet 
equally  advanced  ;  the  pains  were  very  ftrong,  fo 
that  the  midwife  imagined  that  there  was  nothing 
to  do  but  dilate  the  paffage,  and  that  the  head 
would  immediately  come  out.  Accordingly  fhe 
tore  this  poor  woman  moft  miferably ;  the  outward 
lips,  nymph£^  and  clitoris^  were  prodigioufly  fwelled, 
and  dilated  confiderably,  but  dill  the  head  kept 
up.  I  imagined  that  I  fhould  foon  conquer  it, 
by  pulling  the  feet  with  one  hand,  and  pufhing 
back  the  head  with  the  other  ^  but  the  uterus  was 
fo  contra61:ed  upon  the  child,  and  the  pains  had 
been  fo  (harp  ever  fmce  the  beginning  of  labour^ 
which  alfo  encreafed  as  I  touched  her,  that  1 
found  myfelf  difappointed.  Sometimes  I  pufhed 
back  the  head,  pulling  the  feet  at  the  fame  time  \ 
at  others  I  did  only  one  at  a  time  *,  but  at  lad  I 
emptied  the  head  of  part  of  the  brains,  and  pulled 
it  together  with  the  feet  as  hard  as  I  could,  my  feet 
reding  againd  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  the  woman 
being  held  very  drongly  ;  but  all  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual  %  the  padlige  was  fo  engaged,  that  fhe  had 
made  no  water,  nor  gone  to  dool  for  twenty-four 
hours  •,  notVv'ithdanding  which,  her  courage  did 
not  fail  her.  Having  nothing  elfe  at  hand,  1  gave 
her  fome  burnt  cyder  with  a  toad,  while  1  took 
breath  a  litttle  *,  after  which  I  caufed  her  to  be  held 
dill  firmer,  and  gathering  up  all  my  drength,  and 
encouraging  her  at  the  lame  time  to  help  herfelf, 
1  made  the  lad  druggie  and  pulled  with  fuch  force, 
that  the  child  gave  way  at  once^  without  my  know¬ 
ing  how.  1  brought  away  the  placenta^  and  gave 
her  a  little  refre/hmenr.  She  did  not  once  lofe 
heart,  ^ut  was  troubled  afterwards  wdth  an  invo¬ 
luntary  coming  away  of  her  water,  and  fuch  a 
dux,  that  every  thing  came  from  her  without  her 
knowledge,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  things  fhe  reco- 
’  '  '  vered. 
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vered,  tho"  not  of  fix  months  after,  without  any¬ 
one  troublefome  complaint  remaining. 

Reflexion. 

I  took  care  to  fend  her  a  deterfive  lotion  to  wafli 
the  contufed  parts  *,  and  after  the  falhng  off  of  the 
doughs,  I  carefully  guarded  againft  a  coherence  of 
the  parts.  I  did  not  find  on  this  occafion,  nor  have 
I  ever  found  that  the  clitoris  requires  particular  ma¬ 
nagement. 

Observation  CCLXXXIX, 

The  eighteenth  of  Augujl  1702,  a  poulterer’s  wife 
fent  for  me.  Being  gone  four  leagues  another  way 
to  lay  a  lady,  the  hufband  was  forced  to  come  for 
me  there.  I  found  her  with  continual  pains,  and 
the  waters  had  been  gone  off  between  three  and 
four  hours,  whence  I  judged  that  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  was  the  matter ;  the  pains  otherwife 
being  fo  ftrong,  that  fhe  muft  have  been  brought 
to  bed  before  this  time.  I  found,  upon  touching 
her,  feveral  parts  in  confufion,  and  having  laid  her 
in  a  proper  fituation,  1  found  upon  examining  them, 
that  it  was  the  head,  hands  and  feet,  which  I  eafily 
difentangled  from  the  hands,  .took  hold  of  them, 
and  pulled  them  down  to  the  paffage,  pufhing  up 
the  head  at  the  fame  time  with  my  other  hand. 
Thus  I  finifhed  this  delivery^  with  fome  time  and 
trouble,  ailing  all  the  while  with  a  great  deal  of 
gentlenefs.  The  mother  was  very  ill  for  fome  days, 
but  did  well  afterwards,  as  likewife  the  child,  not-  ' 
withftanding  its  being  fo  long  in  fuch  an  uneafy 
fituation. 

A  . 
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Reflexion. 

Luckily  for  this  woman,  the  waters  did  not  come 
away  all  at  once,  but  kept  ftill  coming  down  while 
I  was  with  her. 

Observation  CCXC. 

The  third  of  December  1702,  I  went  to  the  parifh 
of  Eraudeville  two  leagues  off,  to  lay  a  baker’s  wife, 
whofe  child  prefented  the  head,  both  hands,  and 
one  foot,  and  had  all  the  moft  evident  figns  of 
being  dead.  I  pufhed  back  the  head  pretty  eafily, 
but  then  the  hands  occupied  the  paffage  the  more, 
and  hindered  me  from  pafhng  mine  in.  I  tried 
to  reduce  them  by  pufhing  back  the  breaff,  expec¬ 
ting  to  have  them  follow  it,  but  I  could  not  do  it, 
the  paffage  was  too  much  taken  up.  I  alfo  tried 
in  vain  to  reduce  one  of  the  arms,  whereupon  I 
refolved  to  finifh  the  delivery  by  one  foot  only,  and 
1  pulled  it  out  as  far  as  the  knee,  without  being 
able  to  pull  it  out  further,  tho’  I  did  all  I  could  : 
I  then  refolved  to  reduce  it,  and  to  that  end  pufhed 
it  up  by  the  inferior  part  of  the  thigh,  till  I  had 
made  the  body  go  up ;  I  pufhed  up  the  leg  and 
foot  in  the  fame  manner,  till  I  had  the  liberty  of 
Hiding  my  hand  into  the  uterus  to  feek  for  the  other 
foot,  which  I  found  in  a  manner  fixed  towards  the 
middle  of  the  left  osileum^  where  it  feemed  as  if  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  very  fubflance  of  the  uterus ;  I  loofened 
it  away,  joined  it  to  the  other,  and  brought  them 
both  down  to  the  paffage  *,  and  as  I  kept  pulling 
them,  the  two  arms  went  in  again,  and  were  no 
longer  a  hindrance  to  the  delivery.  The  child  was 
dead.  I  brought  away  a  very  large  placenta^  and 
the  mother  fuffered  a  great  deal,  but  recovered  at 
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Reflexion. 

I  was  forced  to  go  round  the  uterus  more  than 
once,  before  I  found  the  foot,  which  was  buried 
in  the  fubftance  of  the  uterus^  and  as  it  were  placed 
on  purpole  to  hinder  the  delivery ;  which  makes  me 
advife,  when  one  foot  only  prefents,  to  feek  for 
the  other  ;  and  if  it  cannot  be  found  eafily,  to  de¬ 
liver  by  one  foot  only,  as  I  have  done  feveral  times 
with  a  great  deal  of  eafe  ;  but  if  you  meet  with 
much  difficulty,  you  muft  always  come  to  the  re- 
dudion,  and  feek  for  the  other  foot. 

«  * 

Observation  CCXCI. 

The  twenty-third  of  March  1712,  I  was  fetched 
at  twelve  at  night  to  a  butter  merchant’s  wife 
of  the  pariffi  of  Montehourg.  I  found  her  fullen, 
unwilling  to  give  any  anfwer,  and  making  dreadful 
fhrieks.  She  was  kneeling  on  the  ground,  with 
her  elbows  leaning  on  a  chair,  and  holding  up  her 
head  with  both  her  hands.  The  midwife  told  me, 
that  all  ffie  could  get  of  her,  was  to  fuffer  her  to 
touch  her  three  times,^in  which  ffie  had  remarked, 
that  the  chord  was  out,  and  that  the  child  prefented 
the  feet  and  head,  which  was  very  much  engaged 
in  the  paflfage.  I  began  by  afking  her,  whether 
ffie  would  let  me  deliver  her,  to  fave  her  life,  with¬ 
out  which  ffie  muft  inevitably  die,  and  to  that  ef- 
fed,  if  ffie  would  let  me  inform  myfelf  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  things  were  in  \  ffie  confented  to  it,  tho’  with 
the  greateft  relu6lancy.  In  this  firft  trial  I  informed 
myfelf  of  the  child’s  death,  by  the  want  of  heat 
and  pulfation  in  the  chords  and  by  its  being  flabby;, 
its  noic  was  between  its  legs,  fo  that  the  back  form¬ 
ed  a  fort  of  a  bow  on  the  fide  of  the  uterus,  I  ex¬ 
horted  her  to  fubmit  to  be  deliver edy  but  ffie  was 

quite 
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quite  refolute  to  the  contrary :  I  neverthelefs  went 
on  in  preparing  the  little  bed,  when  having  again 
tried  to  bring  her  to  reafon,  but  in  vain,  I  got  fix 
flrong  women  to  aflift  me,  whom  I  difpofed  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  fhe  could  not  fiir  hand  or  foot. 
She  was  not  wanting  of  her  tongue,  but  without 
minding  her,  I  went  about  pulling  out  the  feet, 
which  feemed  in  appearance  ready  to  come  out  of 
the  vagina ;  but  the  fituation  of  the  head,  and  the 
arch  formed  by  the  body,  proved  fuch  an  obflacle 
that  I  found  it  impoffiblc  to  get  them  quite  out, 
tho’  1  had  no  precaution  to  take,  as  the  child  was 
dead  *,  upon  this  I  changed  my  intention,  and  fet 
about  pufliing  back  the  child,  not  by  the  head, 
for  it  was  fo  faft  locked  in,  that  I  fhould  fooner 
have  jammed  it  to  pieces  *,  but  by  Aiding  my  hand 
between  the  head  and  legs  to  the  belly,  which  I 
did  not  execute  without  trouble  *,  by  this  means 
the  head  went  again  into  the  uterus^  and  the  feet 
were  left  at  liberty  to  come  out  *,  the  patient  too 
finding  that  w^e  were  in  earned,  became  quite  rea- 
fonable,  and  behaved  as  well  as  we  could  exped : 

I  then  pulled  out  the  feet,  taking  care  to  give  the 
half  turn,  and  delivered  her  entirely  in  a  fliort  fpace 
of  time. 

I 

Reflexion. 

It  has  always  been  my  cudom  never  to  forfake 
any  woman,  tho’  fhe  fee  ms  never  fo  deaf  to  reafon  ; 
neither  do  I  ever  make  any  fcruple  of  promifing  - 
them  any  thing,  let  the  event  be  ever  fo  doubtful ; 
if  it  proves  otherwife,  the  word  that  can  happen  to 
a  furgeon  is  never  to  be  employed  again. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXXV. 

Of  the  umbilical  chord's  prefenting  with  one  or 
more  parts  of  the  child, 

WHEN  either  the  head  prefents  in  a  wrong 
fituation,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body 
prefents,  the  chord  then  not  fufFering  a  compreflion 
fufficient  to  intercept  the  courfe  of  the  blood,  the 
child  is  in  no  danger  of  life,  provided  it  be  delivered 
by  the  feet  immediately. 

Observation  CCXCII. 

The  feventh  of  July  1696,  I  was  fetched  to  the 
parilh  of  Tamerville^  to  a  working  man’s  wife,  whom 
I  found  with  flow  remote  pains,  which  flie  had  fuf- 
fered  four  hours,  ever  fince  which  her  waters  had 
been  come  away,  the  umbilical  which  followed 
them  was  come  out  to  half  a  foot’s  length  ;  its  heat 
and  pulfation  aflured  me  of  the  child’s  life,  who 
was  ffill  pretty  high,  and  prefen  ted  the  face  very 
full,  which  I  eafily  pufhed  back  to  make  room  to 
fearch  for  the  feet,  which  I  eaflly  found,  and  fi- 
nifhed  the  delivery  in  lels  than  four  minutes,  the- 
mother  and  child  both  doing  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

The  chord  preferved  it’s  heat  and  pulfation,  be- 
caufe  the  face  prefenting,  there  was  room  for  it 
to  pafs  on  either  fide  of  the  head.  There  was  no 
care  taken  to  keep  up  its  heat  with  warm  cloths. 


Ob  s  e  r 
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Observation  CCXCIII. 

The  third  of  Augufl  1710,  I  was  defired  to  go 
to  the  parifh  of  Bru  to  a  woman  who  had  been  in 
a  very  flow  labour  ever  fince  the  day  before,  with¬ 
out  the  midwife’s  knowing  what  to  make  of  it.  I 
found  two  midwives  working  as  hard  as  they  could, 
to  make  way  for  the  head,  which  had  prefented 
for  three  or  four  hours  with  the  feet  and  umbilical 
chords  which  came  out  above  half  a  foot  in  length  ; 
its  pulfation  was  but  very  feeble,  aud  the  heat  ac- 
,  cordingly,  whence  I  judged  that  the  child  mufl:  be 
very  weak.  I  took  hold  of  the  feet  and  pulled 
them  out,  pufhing  back  the  head  at  the  fame  time, 
and  by  this  means  put  an  end  to  the  delivery.  The 
child  died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after. 

Reflexion. 

The  parts  which  the  midwives  had  pitched  upon 
were  by  no  means  what  obftrudled  the  delivery,^ 
thefe  membranous  parts  never  requiring  but  a  pain 
or  two  more  or  lefs,  to  be  dilated  fufflciently  ac¬ 
cordingly  when  the  head  was  once  removed,  the 
thighs,  buttocks,  and  the  reft  of  the  body  came 
out  with  all  the  eafe  imaginable.  It  was  not  fo 
much  the  length  of  the  time  that  the  chord  had 
been  out,  that  caufed  the  weaknefs  of  the  child,  as 
the  pretended  help  of  the  midwives. 

Observation  CCXCIV. 

The  feventh  of  April  1705,  a  butcher  came  to 
me  and  defired  I  would  come  to  his  wife,  who  had 
been  in  labour  fome  hours.  Finding  the  child  too 
far  advanced  to  aflTure  myfelf  of  its  fituation,  and 
having  at  that  time  three  women  pretty  much  in 

the 
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the  fame  condition,  I  was  forced  to  go  back,  and 
flay  with  her  that  was  in  the  greateft  need  ;  having 
done  my  bufinefs  there,  I  returned  to  her  again  ; 
but  her  pains  being  Hill  flower  than  before,  I  left 
word  with  them  to  fetch  me  from  the  other  woman 
where  I  was  going,  in  cafe  any  alteration  fhould 
happen,  as  it  did  an  hour  after.  As  I  could  not  be 
with  her  foon  enough,  I  found  the  chord  come  out, 
with  the  head,  hand  and  foot  prefenting  all  together, 
and  very  near  one  another.  There  being  a  very 
fenfible  pulfation  in  the  chords  I  placed  the  v/oman 
right,  and  without  lofing  any  time  in  feeking  for 
the  other  foot,  as  the  paffage  was  taken  up  with 
fuch  a  number  of  parts,  I  pulled  that  which  pre- 
fented  with  one  hand,  pufhing  back  the  head  with 
the  other,  to  make  room  for  the  buttocks ;  the 
other  thigh,  and  foot,  came  out  bent  up  againft 
the  belly,  without  caufing  the  leafl  difficulty.  The 
child  was  in  good  health,  notwithflanding  the  chord 
being  out,  this  being  of  no  confequence,  when 
the  child  prefents  wrong,  except  when  the  labour 
lafis  a  long  while,  and  then  not  fo  much  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  chord  prefenting,  as  of  the  ill  fituation  % 
itfelf. 

Reflexion. 

It  is  always  better  to  pull  the  child  out  by  both 
feet,  but  in  fome  cafes  we  cannot  get  at  them  ; 
wherefore  we  may  try  with  one  firft  j  and  if  this 
will  not  do,  we  muft  be  cautions  that  we  pull  not 
too  hard,  for  fear  of  diflocating  the  head  of  the 
femur^  but  muft  then  introduce  the  hand  along  the 
leg  till  we  come  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  ; 
we  can  then  eafily  pufh  back  the  child  by  the  ' 
crotch^  and  find  out  the  other  foot. 


ObSE  R- 
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Observation  CCXCV. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  O5lober  1 7 1 1  ^  I  was  fetched 
to  a  carpenter’s  wife  at  Montehourg^  who  had  been 
'  in  labour  ever  fince  the  day  before.  I  found  the 
woman  very  much  exhaufted,  one  foot,  both  the 
hands,  and  the  head,  prefenting  together  with  the 
chords  which  however  did  not  come  out,  but  was 
cold  and  without  any  pulfation.  I  Aid  in  my  hand, 
pufhed  back  the  head,  and  went  to  the  bottom  of 
the  uterus^  where  I  found  the  other  foot,  which  I 
brought  down  to  the  paflage,  joined  it  to  its  fellov/, 
and  as  I  kept  .pulling  them,  the  arms  went  in 
again,  as  they  generally  do,  and  left  me  the  paf^  ' 
fage  free  to  finifh  the  delivery^  which  I  did  in  lefi 
than  eight  minutes.  The  child  was  dead  ;  but  the 
woman  was  fo  pleafed  with  being  delivered  fo  quick, 
that  file  affirmed  ffie  had  fuffered  no  pain. 

S' 

Reflexion. 

The  midwife  finding  this  labour  above  her 
martch,  fent  for  a  young  furgeon,  who  pulled  the 
foot  with  all  his  might ;  but  getting  no  ground, 
was  feized  with  fear,  and  quitted  the  undertak¬ 
ing. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Of  the  benefit  that  accrues  to  the  mother  from 
being  delivered  of  the  fecond  child,  when  there 
are  two  ;  and  that  there  is  no  necejjity  that  a 
woman  fioould  be  brought  to  bed  before  her 
time  when  Jhe  is  big  with  two  children. 

WH  ATE  VER  attention  I  have  applied  my- 
felf  with,  to  examine  thefe  forts  of  preg¬ 
nancies,  I  have  never  obferved  any  thing  in  them, 
but  what  may  be  met  with  in  any  other ;  as  the 
extraordinary  bignefs  of  the  belly,  the  fwelling  of 
the  legs,  the  difficulty  of  walking,  the  equal  mo- 
tions  on  both  fides  of  the  belly  ;  neither  is  it  a  con- 
flant  truth  that  women  are  always  brought  to  bed  in 
thefe  cafes  fome  days  more  or  lels  before  their  time. 

When  the  firft  child  is  born,  whether  the  fecond 
prefents  right  or  wrong,  I  open  the  membranes  and 
bring  it  out  by  the  feet,  unlefs  indeed  the  pains 
are  fo  flrong,  that  they  are  able  to  terminate  the 
labour  inflantly. 

Observation  CCXCVI. 

A  lady  that  lived  four  leagues  off,  whom  I  had 
laid  feveral  times,  thinking  herfelf  at  her  full 
reckoning,  defired  me  to  be  with  her  by  the  feven- 
teenth  of  Augufl  1698  *,  but  (he  was  not  brought  to 
bed  till  hfteen  days  after.  She  was  neither  bigger 
nor  lefs  than  in  her  former  pregnancies,  having 
walked  to  church,  which  was  pretty  far  from  her 
houfe,  the  very  day  before  (he  was  brought  to  bed,  ■ 
which  was  of  a  girl  that  came  with  the  feet  firft ; 
the  pains  kept  on,  and  as  they  ceafed,  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters  of  another  child  preferited  at  the 

C  c  extremity 
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extremity  of  the  vagina.  I  found  the  head  well 
fituated,  but  ftill  very 'far  off,  which  engaged  me 
to  break  the  membranes.^  and  bring  out  the  child 
by  the  feet.  The  placenta.,  tho’  common  to  both 
children,  was  exceeding  fmall. 

Reflexion. 

This  lady  was  very  much  furprized  to  hear  that 
flue  was  big  with  two  children,  having  had  no  un- 
ufual  complaint  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her 
pregnancy,  except  that  her  belly,  inftead  of  point¬ 
ing  up  forwards  as  it  ufed  to  do,  was  very  broad, 
and  fwelled  out  behind  and  on  both  fides.  What 
helped  to  deceive  her  was  the  fmall  quantity  of 
waters,  and  fmallnefs  of  the  placenta. 

Observation  CCXCVII. 

A  lady  that  lived  near  enough  this  town  to  have 
me  with  her  at  call,  told  me  that  fhe  expedled  to 
lie~in  at  the  latter  end  of  March.,  that  I  might  not 
be  from  home  at  that  time  j  fhe  was  indeed  ill  at 
that  time,  but  it  went  off;  and  fix  weeks  after 
fome  flight  pains  came  on,  -and  fhe  found  herfelf 
quite  wet  in  bed.  She  fent  me  word  of  her  con¬ 
dition.  As  fhe  was  in  bed  I  touched  her,  and  found 
the  child  prefented  a  foot,  hand,  and  the  head. 
I  immediately  got  the  little  bed  ready,  and  having 
placed  her  in  a  proper  fituation,  with  one  hand  I 
pulled  the  foot,  pufhing  back  the  head  with  the 
other ;  then  the  other  foot  came  with  the  leg  and 
thigh  lying  along  the  belly,  and  did  not  flop  the 
reft  of  the  body  in  the  leaft,  which  I  pulled  by  the 
hips  without  difengaging  either  arms  or  head. 
Finding  fome  refiftance  in  bringing  away  the  pla¬ 
centa.,  I  Aid  my  hand  along  the  chord.,  and  met  with 
the  membranes  of  another  child  that  prefented  the 

head. 
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head.  I  was  not  furprized  at  it,  as  fhc  was  very 
big  after  her  waters  were  come  away,  and  the  finl; 
child  was  very  fmall  *,  tho’  this  prefen  ted  right,  I 
opened  the  memhrams  and  brought  it  out  by  the 
feet,  after  having  made  two  ligatures  upon  the 
chord  of  the  firft,  and  cut  it  off  between  them  \ 
it  was  a  much  larger  child  than  the  hrft.  The 
placenta  was  very  large,  and  common  to  both  the 
children,  who  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

This  lady  had  no  complaint  that  could  make  her 
fufpedl  that  fhe  was  big  with  two  children,  her  legs 
and  feet  did  not  even  fwell,  only  at  the  latter  end 
of  her  time  fhe  was  very  heavy  and  unweildy, 
which  fhe  attributed  to  her  going  beyond  her  time, 
contrary  to  what  is  advanced  of  women  being 
brought  to  bed  fome  days  before  on  thefe  'occa^ 
fions. 

Observation  CCXCVIIL 

The  thirteenth  of  July  1700,  I  was  fetched  in  a 
hurry  to  a  butcherhs  wife  of  Montehourg^  who  was 
brought  to  bed,  but  the  placenta  was  left  behind. 
The  midwife  had  pulled  the  chord  a  long  time  with 
a  great  deal  of  violence,  v/ithout  regarding  the 
blood  pouring  down  from  the  placentah  being 
loofened  in  part,  nor  the  fhrieks  of  the  patient  j 
the  chord  however  did  not  .break,  and  at  lafl 
the  midwife  refolved  to  fend  for  me.  I  hid  my 
hand  into  the  uterus^  where  I  found  the  mer/ibrams 
and  waters  of  another  child,  which  I  let  out,  and 
a  hand  prefented  ;  but  as  the  pahage  was  not  taken 
up  by  it,  I  did  not  fuffer  it  to  come  down  lower, 
but  carried  on  my  hand  to  the  feet,  which  I  joined 
together  and  finiihed  the  delivery  in  an  infrant,  in 
the  prefence  of  above  thirty  people.  The  child 
lived  long  enough  to  be  chrihened  by  the  parfon 

C  c  a  who 
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who  was  prefent,  having  juft  given  the  facrament  of 
the  extreme  undion  to  the  woman,  who  died  twelve 
hours  after. 

R  E  F  L  E*x  ION. 

It  would  have  been  very  lucky  for  this  woman  if 
the  chord  had  broke,  as  the  midwife  would  then 
have  introduced  her  hand  into  the  uterus^  to  loofen 
away  the  placenta^  having  done  it  feveral  times  be¬ 
fore  *,  at  other  times  (he  ufed  to  tie  the  chord  round 
the  woman’s  thigh,  and  it  was  always  expelled  af¬ 
terwards  by  a  few  flight  pains. 

Observation  CCXCIX. 

The  feventeenth  of  Odioher  a  glover’s  wife 

whom  I  had  delivered  feveral  times,  fent  for  me  by 
fix  in  the  morningi  I  found  the  child  well  fituated 
and  the  membranes  ready  to  open.  Being  very  fmall, 
fhe  always  appeared  very  big,  nay  alrnoft  round, 
walking  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty.  The  very 
next  pains  opened  the  membranes^  and  the  child  fol¬ 
lowed  the  waters.  I  brought  away  a  very  fmall 
placenta ;  and  as  I  was  thinking  of  nothing  elfe  but 
putting  her  to  bed,  fhe  was  fuddenly  taken  with 
a  very  fliarp  pain  ;  I  v/as  not  furprized  at  it,  this 
being  cuftomary  to  her  *,  but  as  it  continued,  I 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  enquire  whether  there 
was  no  extraordinary  caufe.  I  found  the  waters  of 
another  child,  but  the  pains  being  too  ftrong,  and 
the  membranes  too  tenfe,  I  ftaid  till  it  fhould  be  over, 
inftead  of  which  it  encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  membranes  broke,  and  the  waters  came  away, 
followed  by  the  arm  and  umbilical  chord.  I  fearch- 
ed  for  the  feet,  and  delivered  the  child,  giving  it 
iirft  the  half  turn  to  place  the  face  downwards.  It 
was  a  ftout  jolly  boy.  The was  exceeding 

large 
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large,  and  much  more  fo  than  the  find  *,  but  the 
waters  in  either  birth  were  in  very  fmall  quantity,  . 

CHAP.  XXXVIL 

Of  three  births  at  a  time, 

WHEN  there  are  three  or  more  children, 
the  fame  method  is  to  be  ufed  towards  the 
third  and  red  that  I  advifed  for  the  fecond. 

Observation  CCC. 

The  thirteenth  of  Ju7ie  1692,  I  was  fent  for  to 
the  parifh  of  Colombia  to  a  drong  ludy  woman, 
who  was  in  labour  of  her  fird  child,  but  appeared 
too  big  to  have  but  one.  During  the  interval 
of  the  pains,  I  examined  the  child’s  fituation,  and 
found  the  head  right  and  very  near ;  at  the  very 
next  pains  the  waters  came  away,  and  the  child 
immediately  after.  I  followed  up  the  chord  without 
pulling  it,  and  was  right  in  my  conjedlure,  meeting 
with  other  waters  and  a  child  :  I  gave  a  gentle  pull, 
to  fee  whether  this  fird  child  had  not  its  particular  pla¬ 
centa  ;  but  as  it  redded,  I  made  two  ligatures  upon 
the  chord,,  and  cut  it  off  between  them.  I  opened 
the  membranes  of  the  fecond,  though  it  was  well 
fituated,  and  brought  it  out  by  the  feet,  leaving 
it  between  the  mother’s  legs.  I  pulled  the  two 
chords  fometimes  alternately,  fometimes  together  •, 
that  of  the  lad  child  drew  away  its  placenta  \  I  ima¬ 
gined  then  that  each  child  had  its  ov/n  placenta  \  but 
finding  the  fame  refidance  in  the  chord,,  I  was  once 
more  obliged  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the  uterus 
to  find  the  reafon  of  it ;  I  found  a  third  child,  as  , 
the  fird,  and  occupying  the  fame  place.  I  delivered 
it  in  the  fame  manner.  They  were  all  boys  *,  and 
the  whole  work  was  over  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour. 

C  c  3  I  made 
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I  made  a  double  ligature  upon  the  chords  cut  it 
off  between,  getting,  by  this  means,  the  child  out 
of  my  way ;  and  by  pulling  both  chords^  fome- 
times  together  and  fometimes  alternately,  I  brought 
away  a  placenta  of  a  prodigious  bignefs.  « 

O  BSERVATION  CCCI. 

The  twenty-third  of  March  1702,  a  midwife 
having  delivered  a  lockfmith’s  wife  of  two  children, 
and  the  placenta  not  coming  away,  tho’  fhe  ufed  all 
proper  means,  fent  for  me.  I  paffed  my  hand 
into  the  uterus^  and  found  a  child  lying  acrofs  in  its 
membranes  and  waters :  I  let  them  out  and  brought 
it  away  by  the  feet,  giving  it  the  half  turn,  while  1. 
pulled  it  down  to  place  the  face  downwards  \  not 
being  able  to  get  away  the  placenta  by  the  chords^ 
-becaufe  of  its  bignefs ;  I  once  more  paffed  in  my 
hand  and  got  it  av/ay  :  It  belonged  to  three  chil¬ 
dren,  which  were  girls ;  but  all  fo  linall  that  they 
lived  but  three  days. 


CHAP.  XXXVIII. 


Of  what  is  to  be  done  before  the  os  tineas  is 

fiiffciently  dilated, 

the  pains  fhould  be  never  fo  ftrong,  and 
the  child  fhould  prefent  in  an  unnatural 
pofture,  the  furgeon  ought  not  to  attempt  the  deli¬ 
very  before  the  os  trncce  is  fufficiently  dilated,  fince 
before  this,  and  while  it  is  ftill  in  the  waters,  the 
child  may  change  an  unnatural  fituation  for  a  na^ 
tural  one,  there  being  nothing  that  hinders  it  from 
it.  For  the  roundnefs  and  foft  confiftence  of  the 
Uterus  makes  it  capable  of  extending  any  ways,  the 
contents  of  the  ahdojnen  as  membranes  making  no 
pppofitiou  on  their  parts  its  capacity  too  and  the 

waters 
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waters  it  contains,  make  it  entirely  abrurd  to  think  > 
otherwife,  but  that  the  child  has  full  liberty  to 
move  about  and  take  what  fituation  it  pleafes,  the 
whole  time  of  pregnancy,  and  during  labour  pains, 
and  even  till  the  waters  be  come  away. 

Obse  rvation  CCCII. 

The  feventh  of  April  1714^  being  five  leagues  off 

with  the  marchionefs  of . and  declaring 

itfelf  by  exceeding  fharp  pains,  I  touched  her,  and 
found  thro’  the  fubftance  or  body  of  the  uterus^  fits 
mouth  not  being  yet  diluted,)  feveral  parts  prefent- 
ing,  without  being  able  to  make  out  whether  they 
were  feet  or  hands,  it  being  impoffible  to  do  it 
while  the  os  tincte  is  clofed  ;  upon  its  dilating  foon 
after,  I  found  the  feet,  hands,  and  head,  thro’  the 
membranes  \  they  broke  at  the  very  next  pain,  and 
all  thefe  parts  advanced  together  %  but  as  I  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  them,  having  made  out  the  feet  from  the 
hands,  I  pulled  them  down,  pufhing  back  the 
head  at  the  fame  time,  which  was  not  quite  fo  low 
as  the  feet,  and  by  that  means  foon  brought  out 
the  whole  body.  The  placenta  was  exceeding  large. 

Reflexion. 

The  furgeon  ought  even  to  flay  the  coming 
away  of  the  waters  before  he  fets  about  helping  the 
woman,  unlefs  fome  parts,  as  the  hands  and  feet, 
fhould  advance  in  the  paflage,  pufhing  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters  before  them,  or  the  pains  fhould 
be  weak  on  occafion  of  the  bad  fituation  of  the 
child,  or  the  thicknefs  of  the  membranes  fhould 
prevent  them  from  breaking  \  in  which  cafe  he 
muff  break  them  himfelf,  but  never  before  the  full ' 
dilatation  of  the  os  tinc^^  that  which  is  brought  on, 
by  nature  being  lefs  painful,  and  obnoxious  to  in¬ 
flammation  than  that  which  is  made  by  other  help; 
which  makes  me  forbid  midwives  touching  women 

C  c  4  but 
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but  when  there  is  a  real  occafion,  and  enjoin  them 
to  forbear  their  officious  helps  in  widening  the 
paffage. 

Observation  CCCIII. 

The  twelfth  of  April  17135  I  was  fetched  four¬ 
teen  leagues  off  to  a  lady,  whofe  labour  began  with 
flight  fhort  pains,  but  foon  encreafed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  to  make  us  expert  a  fpeedy  delivery,  I 
touched  her,  and  found  thro’  the  uterus,,  the  mouth 
of  which  was  not  yet  dilat«ed,  feveral  fmall  parts 
prefenting  confufedly.  The  pains  encreafing,  I 
touched  her  again,  and  found  befides  thefe  fmall 
parts,  a  large  hard  round  body,  without  being  able 
to  make  out  whether  it  was  the  head,  buttocks, 
knee,  or  fhoulder,  being  prevented  by  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  parts  which  were  between  my  fingers 
and  the  child.  I  ftaid  till  the  os  tine^  was  dilated, 
which  happening  foon  after,  I  found  the  head  in  a 
pretty  good  fituation,  and  the  waters  near  coming 
away  ;  which  when  they  did  I  foon  finifhed  the 
delivery,,  by  pufhing  back  the  feet,  which  were  nO“ 
thing  near  fo  much  advanced  as  the  head. 

Reflexion. 

The  os  tines  inflead  of  being  fituated  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  vagina,,  as  one  would  expecf,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  in  the  pofterior  part  towards  the  os  facrum,, 
where  it  forms  an  inequality  more  or  lefs  confide- 
rable ;  it  makes  but  one  body  wkh  the  uterus,, 
forming  a  fort  of  ball :  So  that  when  we  are  forced 
to  deliver  a  w^oman  during  her  pregnancy,  on  the 
account  of  convulfions,  or  any  other  cauie,  we  muff 
feek  for  the  os  tines  backwards. 

The  truth  of  what  I  advance  appears  in  every 
labour  wdiere  we  chance  to  come  before  the  pains 

have 
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j  have  been  ftrong  enough  to  dilate  the  mouth  of 
i  the  uterus^  where  we  find  that  this  dilatation  is  made 
from  behind  forwards,  and  fometimes  fo  imper- 
fe6tly  that  the  child’s  head  pufhes  forwards  part  of 
the  os  tinc£  ;  in  which  cafe  the  furgeon  is  of  great 
help,  by  dilating  this  orifice  with  his  finger,  and 
pulhing  it  behind  the  child’s  head,  forwarding  by 
this  means  the  delivery^  which  otherwife  would  caufe 
more  pain  to  the  mother. 

Some  pretend  that  thefe  forts  of  labour  occafion  the 
bearing  down  or  relaxation  of  the  uterus^  in  which 
they  are  certainly  miftaken,  the  child’s  head  pufh- 
ing  down  only  the  os  iinc<e^  wholly  or  in  part,  di¬ 
lating  it  fooner  or  later,  without  the  reft  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  being  able  to  come  down,  as  it 
is  retained  by  the  child  it  contains.  The  placenta 
indeed,  when  pulled  away  too  roughly,  may  occa¬ 
fion  this  diforder,  and  even  an  inverfion  of  the  uterus^ 
whence  death  enfues,  unlefs  it  be  immediately  re¬ 
duced  by  a  furgeon  fkilful  in  thefe  matters. 

Observation  CCCIV. 

The  fixteenth  of  May  1703,  I  delivered  a  woman 
in  the  parifh  of  Tvetot^  whom  I  had  for  three 
!  months  under  my  care,  for  a  compound  fradfure  of 
I  the  left  leg.  The  coming  away  of  feveral  fplinters 
and  a  confiderable  exfoliation  we  were  obliged  to 
1  wait  for,  retarded  the  cure  for  two  months  j  and 
1  yet  notwithftanding  the  fright  flae  had  when  her 
;  leg  was  broke,  and  the  pain  fhe  fuffered  afterwards, 
her  labour  was  very  fhort  and  eafy. 

Observation  CCCV. 

The  third  of  June  1707,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
miller’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  ^ineville^  who  when 
fix  months  gone  of  her  time,  a  mill-ftone  broke  in 

feveral 
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feveral  pieces,  and  one  of  them  fell  upon  her  leg, 
making  the  flelli  and  bones  as  flat  as  a  board. 
A  fea  furgeon  took  care  of  her  for  a  month,  but 
feeing  no  likelihood  of  curing  her  called  me  in. 
The  bones  being  jammed  to  pieces  from  the  knee 
"to  the  ankle,  I  advifed  ' amputation,  which  wasalfo 
agreed  on  by  the  furgeon  of  the  regiment  of  Gajfion, 
that  was  encamped  near  there  ;  and  I  performed  it 
the  next  day  in  the  very  place  where  it  was  broke, 
the  fracture  being  very  near  the  knee.  I  dreffed 
her  twice,  then  left  her  to  their  care,  feeing  her 
but  nowand  then,  till  the  time  of  her  labour 
was  fo  eafy,  that  I  had  but  juft  time  to  examine 
the  fituation  of  the  child,  before  the  waters  came 
away,  and  a  hearty  child  followed  with  the  placenta, 
it  is  furprizing  how  this  poor  woman  fliould  bear 
up  under  fuch  a  terrible  accident,  while  others  mif- 
carry  every  day  by  meer  trifles. 

Reflexion. 

Was  it  true  that  the  head  always  fell  down  at  the 
end  of  the  feventh  month  by  its  fpecific  gravity, 
thefe  children  muft  have  come  with  the  feet  firft, 
which  they  did  not,  their  mothers  for  the  three 
laft  months  of  their  pregnancies,  being  never  once 
fitting,  kneeling  or  ftanding,  and  without  thefe 
fituations  the  weight  of  the  head  could  fignify  no¬ 
thing  to  the  reft  of  the  body. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Deliveries  ^  various  kinds, 

There  are  fome  deliveries  lb  complicated , 
that  they  belong  to  more  than  one  fort  at 
once,  for  which  I  have  thought  it  proper,  for  order 
fake,  to  explain  them  in  particular  chapters. 

Observation  CCCVL 

The  third  of  July  1702,  a  painter’s  wife,  about 
feven  months  and  a  half  gone  with  child,  fent  for 

me 
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.me,  upon  her  waters  coming  away  all  of  a  fudden* 
I  found  her  with  flight  pains,  the  os  tinc<e  open 
enough  eafily  to  admit  a  finger,  the  child  well  fi- 
tuated,  and  all  difpofed  for  a  fpeedy  delivery^  bar¬ 
ring  the  pains,  which  inftead  of  increafing,  as  one 
might  have  expected,  went  off  entirely,  and  fhe 
enjoyed  a  good  flate  of  health  the  remaining  time 
of  her  pregnancy,  going  about  the  bufinefs  of  the 
family,  as  ufual*,  at  the  ninth  month  the  pains 
came  on  ffrong  enough  for  her  to  fend  for  me,  and 
I  delivered  her  almoft  as  foon  as  I  came,  tho*  the 
waters  had  been  gone  off  fo  long,  and  no  new 
ones  appeared.  It  was  a  flout  healchy  girl.  The 

placenta  followed  with  the  fame  eafe. 

% 

Observat  ion  CCCVII. 

The  feventh  of  June  1711,  a  tiler’s  wife  eight 
months  gone  with  child,  heard  a  fort  of  a  cracking 
noife  in  her  belly  in  going  to  bed,  and  found  her- 
felf  afterwards  fwimming  in  water,  no  pains  fol¬ 
lowing.  She  made  no  account  of  it,  and  refled 
well  notwithflanding.  .  The  next  day  flie  let  me 
know  what  had  happened,  and  as  flie  was  very  well, 

I  bid  her  fatigue  herfelf  as  little  as  poffible  •,  but 
fhe  minded  me  fo  little,  that  I  met  her  feveral 
times  in  the  flreets,  till  labour  came  on,  when  fhe 
fent  for  me,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  fhe  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  flout  boy.  I  brought  away 
the  placenta^  and  left  her  in  very  good  order. 

Reflexion. 

The  dilation  of  the  uterus  in  the  firft  woman, 
and  the  child’s  head  which  I  touched  naked,  are 
evident  proofs  that  thefe  were  the  real  waters  that 
came  away,  not  proceeding  from  any  dropfy  of, 
the  uterus^  or  being  what  fome  midwives  foolifhly 

call 
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call  the  firft  waters ;  this  is  ftill  further  proved  by 
.there  coming  away  no  water  when  they  were 
brought  to  bed,  the  labour  going  on  happily  notwith- 
ftanding  this  accident,  a  glairy  humour  having  done 
the  office  of  the  waters,  and  kept  the  uterus  moift 
and  fupple.  This  ffiews  us,  however,  hov/  cautious 
we  ought  to  be  not  to  haften  on  labour  before  nature 
declares  herfelf  evidently. 

Observation  CCCVIIL 


In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May  iyi4,  a 
woman  came  to  confult  me  on  feveral  complaints 
fhe  laboured  under,  as  naufeous  vomiting,  a  wearb 
neis,  and  a  general  diflike  of  every  thing  fhe  ufed 
to  eat,  and  was  mofl:  fond  of*,  I  gave  her  my  word 
that  fhe  was  with  child  ;  but  fhe  would  not  believe 
it,  not  having  had  her  menfes  for  four  years,  and 
being  afflided  ever  fince  with  a  confiderable  dil^ 
charge  of  the  whites.  Seeing  in  her  all  the  figns 
of  fulnefs,  I  bled  her  the  next  day,  and  this  pro¬ 
curing  her  fome  appetite,  I  repeated  it  fome  days 
after,  which  anfwered  lb  wcW  that  all  her  com¬ 
plaints  went  off,  and  flie  thought  no  more  of  her 
being  with  child,  till  it  quickened,  which  was  three 
months  and  a  half  after :  Fifteen  or  twenty  days 
after  this  ffie  fent  for  me.  I  found  her  very  much 
frightened  on  the  account  of  fome  waters  which 
were  juft  come  away,  being  under  apprehenfton  of 
her  going  to  mifearry  ;  as  fhe  felt  no  pains  in  her 
belly  or  loins,  I  advifed  her  to  lie  quiet  at  home  with¬ 
out  ufing  any  other  precaution.  She  w'ent  on  very 
well,  and  the  child  ftirred  more  and  more  every 
day,  v/hich  fhewed  that  it  encreafed  in  ftrength, 
tho’  ftill  the  whites  kept  coming  down.  A  month 
after,  which  was  the  fixth  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe 
had  another  evacuation  like  the  firft,  and  two  more 

afterwards  at  a  month’s  diftance.  On  the  fifth  of 

( 


January 
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January  labour  pains  came  on,  but  fo  weak  and  re-- 
mote,  that  tho’  the  true  v/aters'came  away  that 
very  day,  flie  was  not  brought  to  bed  till  the  eighth. 
She  had  a  very  good  lying-in,  but  did  not  get  rid 
of  the  whites. 


Reflexion. 

Had  thefe  waters  been  thofe  of  the  child,  they 
muft  have  been  difcharged  wholly  at  once  by  the 
orifice  that  was  made,  and  no  others  would  have 
fucceeded,  whence  the  child’s  death  muft  have  en- 
fued  ;  whereas  it  was  in  very  good  health,  and 
there  came  away  a  reafonable  quantity  of  water 
when  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  :  Had  they  been 
contained  between  the  uterus  and  membranes^  they 
muft  have  been  furnifhed  by  the  vefifels  of  the  uterus 
like  the  whites,  and  like  them  kept  coming  down 
continually.  I  imagine  rather  that  they  were  con¬ 
tained  in  particular  membranes^  like  cyftes^  which 
when  filled  and  extended  to  a  certain  degree,  broke 
and  difcharged  themfelves,  filling  again  afterwards, 
and  difcharging  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner. 

It  is  generally  advanced  that  the  whites  ^y  re¬ 
laxing  the  parts  facilitate  the  delivery  j  whereas  this 
woman  was  three  days  in  labour  notwithftanding. 

It  is  furprifing  how  this  uterus  afflifled  with  fuch 
a  continual  difcharge  for  four  years,  could  be  able 
to  retain  the  feed,  and  become  pregnant ;  but  I 
have  feen  above  two  hundred  women  that  have 
become  big  with  child  while  they  had  thatdiforder 
upon  them,  and  on  whom  it  has  remained  after¬ 
wards. 

Galen  is  very  much  miftaken  in  advancing,  that 
the  os  tinea  is  fo  abfolutely  clofed  after  conception, 
that  it  will  not  admit  of  the  fineft  needle,  whereas 
it  will  admit  the  largeft  catheter.  Hippocrates  is  of 

fame  opinion,  as  is  evident  from  his  giving  the 

moift 
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moift  temperament  of  a  woman,  and  the  continual 
flux  of  the  whites,  as  a  caufe  of  abortion,  becaufe 
the  uterus  is  rendered  fo  moift  and  lax  thereby, 
that  it  eafily  parts  with  the  child,  which  would  not 
happen  unlefs  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  was  open ; 
however,  I  am  not  of  opinion  with  Hippocrates^ 
that  women  of  a  lax  habit  are  any  ways  more  fub- 
jed  to  mifcarry  than  thofe  of  the  drieft  tempera¬ 
ment. 

C  H  A  P.  11. 

i 

[  » 

I  Of  the  bad  effeB  of  the  waters  when  they  are 

I  either  in  too  great  or  too  fmall  a  quantity. 

I 

WHEN  the  waters  are  in  too  fmall  a  quan¬ 
tity,  the  uterus  is  fo  little  dilated,  that  the 
child  is  kept  in  fuch  an  uneafy  fltuation  that  the 
mother  can  hardly  be  fenfible  of  its  motions,  which 
makes  her  call  in  queftion  her  being  with  child  at 
all  *,  when  they  are  in  too  great  a  quantity,  the 
burthen  is  fo  uneafy,  that  Ihe  is  apt  to  fufped  her- 
felf  big  with  two  children  ;  befides  in^this  cafe  the 
uterus  is  fo  much  dilated,  that  there  is  danger 
of  the  child’s  coming  into  the  world  before  its  en¬ 
tire  perfedion.  A  very  large  placenta  is  alfo  apt  to 
make  women  imagine  themfelves  big  with  two 
children. 

Observation  CCCIX. 

The  feventeenth  of  November  1692,  a  young 
woman  big  with  child  for  the  firft  time,  defired  to 
fee  me,  to  confult  me  about  the  condition  fhe  was  in, 
fufpeding  her  having  twins;  I  tried  all  my\ endea¬ 
vours  to  make  her  eafy,  tho’  I  believed  the  thing 
as  much  as  herfelf  \  tho’  at  the  worft  it  v/as  but 

fuffering 
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fuifering  a  little  more  during  the  time  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy  *,  the  birth  of  two  children  being  as  eafy,  if 
not  more  fo,  than  that  of  one,  the  children  being 
always  fmailer. 

She  went  on  as  fhe  begun,  her  legs  fwelled  ex- 
ceffively,  the  child  was  felt  on  both  fides  at  once, 
and  fhe  was  hardly  able  to  ftir.  Labour  came  on 
with  very  (harp  pains  before  it  was  expeded  \  all 
thefe  things  confirmed  our  fufpicion.  I  took  all 
proper  rneafures,  as  if  there  had  been  two  chil¬ 
dren,  notwithhanding  which  I  found  but  one,  nei¬ 
ther  was  it  very  large.  The  exceffive  bignefs  of  this 
woman  was  owing  to  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
waters.  The  labour  was  Toon  over.  The  mother 
,  was  not  long  in  getting  up  again  ;  but  the  child, 
that  feemed  hearty,  died  almoft  as  foon  as  born. 

Reflexion. 

The  blood  of  this  woman  mud  have  been  almofl: 
melted  down,  to  fupply  fuch  an  abundance  of  wa¬ 
ters  *,  and  had  they  not  taken  their  courfe  towards 
the  uterus  and  legs,  fhe  mud  have  been  anafarcous 
all  over.  The  child  being  felt  on  both  fides  at 
once  was  owing  to  the  prodigious  extenfion  of  the 
uterus^  which  fuffered  it  to  take  any  fituation,  and 
ftretch  itfelf  its  whole  length, 

Obs  e  r  vat  ion  CCCX. 

A  lady  that  lived  four  leagues  off,  fent  for  me 
the  twenty-fecond  of  January  1701,  to  engage  me 
to  deliver  her,  not  daring  to  truft  to  her  midwife, 
on  account  of  her  extraordinary  bignefs  with  re- 
Ipedf  to  the  time  ;  her  belly  was  fo  large  that  fhe 
was  hardly  able  to  carry  it ;  her  legs  were  fwelled, 
and  ihe  felt  fuch  violent  motions  in  her  belly,  that 
fhe  thought  there  were  feveral  children  fighting 

together. 
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together.  Her  complaints  kept  encreafing  to  the 
time  of  her  labour^  which  came  on  much  fooner 
tban  we  expedlcd,  and  with  very  ftrong  pains.  Be¬ 
fore  I  could  be  with  her  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of 
a  dead  child,  after  having  voided  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  water,  that  it  run  out  of  the  room  down 
flairs  in  ft  reams.  The  placenta  came  away  pretty 
eafiily,  and  fhe  did  very  well.  The  child  was  verv 
fmall. 

Reflexion. 

•The  children  in  thefe  fort  of  pregnancies,  by 
partaking  of  the  evil  difpofition  of  their  mother’s 
blood,  which  is  their  food,  are  kept  in  a  continual 
'  indifpofition,  never  grow  large,  and  always  come 
I  into  the  world  before  their  time,  the  ftate  of  the 
uterus  being  fo  lax  as  to  open  on  the  very  firft  oc- 
cafion.  It  is  really  furprizing  that  thefe  women 
went  fo  long,  confidering  the  violent  extenfion  the 
uterus  muft  have  undergone. 

Observation  CCCXI. 

The  third  of  February  1699,  a  merchant’s  wife 
during  all  the  time  of  her  pregnancy  laboured  un¬ 
der  feveral  infirmities,  her  legs  were  excefiively  fwel- 
led,  and  her  belly  was  fo  large  that  fhe  was  hardly 
able  to  carry  it,  feeling  befides  very  violent  and 
painful  motions  on  both  fides  of  her  belly  at  once. 
When  fhe  was  in  labour^  the  child’s  hand  followed 
the  waters,  upon  which  the  midwife  fent  for  me. 
I  Aid  my  hand  in  the  vagina  along  the  arm,  to  feek 
for  the  feet,  which  were  fo  fmail,  that  I  durft  not 
pull  them  out,  before  I  had  gone  round  the  uterus 
with  my  hand  feveral  times  to  fee  if,  there  was  not 
more  than  one  child,  the  frnallnefs  of  this  and  her 

D  d  extra- 
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extraordinary  bignefs  making  me  fufpeft  it.  Find¬ 
ing  but  one,  I  loon  finifhed  the  delivery.  The  pla¬ 
centa  was  more  than  double  the  common  fize,  the 
chord  proved  ftrong  enough  to  loofen  it  away,  but 
I  was  forced  to  pafs  my  hand  into  the  uterus  to 
bring  it  out.  The  child  died  almoft  immediately, 
but  the  mother  recovered  in  a  very  little  time. 

Reflexion.  * 

Thus  v/e  find  how  doubtful  are  the  prognofticks 
of  a  woman  being  big  with  two  children. 

I  never  faw  fo  large  a  placenta  as  this,  not  even 
when  belonging  to  two  children.  The  method  I 
ufed  here  to  bring  it  out,  ought  to  be  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  whenever  the  chord  is  too  weak,  but  never 
elfe. 

CHAR  III. 

Of  labours  againji  nature  hy  the  extreme  hig--' 
nefs  of  the  head^  tho'  the  child  prefents  right, 

WHEN  the  head  by  its  extreme  bigneis  can¬ 
not  get  more  forwards  than  juft  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  vagina^  the  beft  and  fureft  method  is 
to  pafs  the  hand  into  the  uterus  by  the  fide  of  the 
head,  (which  however  clofes  the  entrance  fo  exadly 
as  to  make  it  very  difficult)  and  bring  out  the  feet ; 
for  the  child  in  this  fituation  is  conftrained  only 
during  the  pains,  and  periflies  merely  by  the  length 
of  the  labour.  This  method  is  much  preferable  to 
the  life  of  the  crotchety  or  to  opening  the  fkull  *,  the 
woman  not  being  fo  much  expofed  to  be  injured, 
and  the  child  not  being  killed,  if  it  chances  ftill  to 
be  alive,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  even  when  we 
imagine  we  have  the  moft  certain  figns  of  its  death. 


Obser- 
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Observation  CCCXII* 

The  fixth  of  January  1710,  a  merchant’s  wife 
fent  for  me.  I  found  her  with  flight  pains^  her 
waters  gone  off,  and  her  child  prefenting  right, 
tho’  at  a  great  diftance.  The  refl:  of  the  day  and 
the  following  night  pafled  after  this  manner,  the 
pains  coming  on  now  and  then,  and  becoming 
very  flrong  and  frequent  the  next  day  and  day  af¬ 
ter,  without  the  child  getting  more  forward  in  the 
leaft.  I  plainly  felt  the  roundnefs  of  the  head, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  large  and  hard,  and 
to  fill  up  exadtly  the  entrance  of  the  vagina.  So 
lingering  a  labour^  joined  to  her  vomiting  up  every 
thing  flic  took,  and  not  taking  the  leaft  reft,  made 
her  fo  weak,  that  flie  fainted  away  feveral  times  5 
the  child  too  gave  no  manner  of  fign  of  life  by 
ftirring,  but  there  were  none  of  thofe  fymptoms 
which  always  attend  a  child’s  death  the  head,  in- 
ftead  of  being  foft,  and  the  bones  inftead  of  riding 
over  one  another,  were  round,  hard  and' even,  no 
ferofities  nor  ill  fmell  came  from  the  private  parts. 
A  doubt  of  this  nature  induced  me  to  attempt  the 
delivery  *,  and  accordingly  I  Aid  my  hand  along  the 
vagina  as  far  as  the  child’s  head,  which  with  fome 
difficulty  I  pufhed  back  enough  to  procure  myfelf 
room  to  pafs  in  my  hand  and  get  hold  of  the  feet, 
which  I  d  ’ew  out.  The  child  was  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  fize,  that  I  had  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble 
.  to  bring  it  out  as  far  as  the  arm-pits ;  I  difengaged 
the  arms  one  after  another,  and  introduced  a  finger 
into  the  mouth,  pulling  fometimes  in  a  diredl  line, 
fometimes  on  one  fide  and  then  on  the  other,  or 
up  and  down,  till  at  laft  it  came  out  whole,  but 
fo  weak,  that  it  died  as  foon  as  chriftened. 

D  2 
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Reflexion. 

Some  childrens  heads  are  fo  hard,  that  they  lofe 
nothing  of  their  round nefs  and  figure,  let  the  pains 
that  drive  them  on  be  never  fo  (harp,  while  others 
are  fo  foft,  that  they  fit  themfelves  to  the  paffage, 
by  the  bones  riding  fo  much  over  one  another,  as 
to  be  perceptible  to  the  operator,  tho’  the  child 
at  the  fame  time  may  be  ftrong  and  hearty,  whence 
we  may  obferve,  that  we  ought  not  to  rely  on  this 
as  a  proof  of  the  child’s  death. 

The  woman’s  lochia  flopped  almofl  as  foon  as 
flie  was  brought  to  bed,  to  which  fo  violent 
a  flux  fucceeded,  that  every  thing  came  away 
from  her  involuntarily  ;  her  belly  became  hard, 
tenfe,  and  painful,  and  fhe  had  a  very  high  fever ; 
notwithflanding  which  fhe  got  over  it  merely  by 
proper  diet  and  attendance,  without  the  ufe  of  any 
medicines. 

Observation  CCCXIII. 

The  thirteenth  of  November  1711,  a  waggoner 
who  lived  a  quarter  of  a  league  out  of  town,  and 
whofe  wife  I  had  delivered  in  feveral  hard  labours^ 
came  on  the  fame  errand  to  me  one  Friday  in  the 
afternoon.  As  her  labour  was  but  juft  begun,  and 
he  could  give  me  no  exa(5l  account  of  her  condition, 
and  that  befides  I  had  been  bufy  ever  fmce  the  day 
before  with  a  young  woman,  whofe  labour  was  very 
lingering,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  leave  this 
for  her;  I  contented  myfelf  with  recommending  a 
midwife,  whom  I  knew  to  be  pretty  fkilful,  pro- 
mifing  to  go  to  her,  if  any  thing  extraordinary 
was  the  matter.  I  heard  nothing  of  her  the  Sa-- 
turday  and  Sunday^  when  the  perfon  I  was  with  was 
brought  to  bed  at  twelve  at  noon,  having  been  in 

labour 
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labour  ever  fince  the  ^hurfday  at  the  fame  hour.  I 
made  no  doubt  but  that  fhe  was  brought  to  bed, 
when  on  the  Monday  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  dcfired  to  come  to  her :  They  told  me  that 
the  continual  fainting  fits  fhe  had,  made  her  life 
to  be  defpaircd  of  \  and  that  fhe  faid  fhe  fhould  die 
eafy  if  fhe  could  but  fee  me.  I  found  her  almofl 
without  pulfe,  and  the  child  fo  weak,  that  it  was 
hard  to  know  whether  it  was  alive  ;  its  head  occu¬ 
pied  the  bottom  of  the  ^agina^  without  being  in 
the  leaft  engaged.  I  Aid  my  hand  by  the  fide  of 
it  and  brought  out  the  feet,  ufing  the  fame  pre¬ 
cautions  as  in  the  cafe  juft  mentioned.  It  was  a 
very  large  girl,  who  at  firft  appeared  fomewhat 
weak  and  ftunned,  but  foon  came  to  herfelf ;  the 
mother  too  did  very  well,  and  got  up  again  in  a 
fortnight. 


1  Reflexion. 

AVhen  once  the  child  is  engaged  in  the  paflage, 

I  it  is  paft  our  fkill  to  pufh  it  back  ,  could  an  operator 
forefee  this,  he  would  fave  the  woman  a  great  deal 
i  of  pain,  but  this  is  impoflible  •,  and  when  it  does 
haj^en  all  we  can  do,  is  to  wait  patiently  for  the 
pains  to  do  the  work,  or  have  recourfe  to  the 
I  crotchet  or  fuch  like  inftruments,  tho’  confidering 
]  the  great  improvements  made  in  this  art  for  the 
I  laft  century,  we  need  not  defpair  of  fome  new 
I  means  being  one  time  or  other  found  out  to  help 
]  thefe  forts  of  labours, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  head^  Jhoulders,  hipSy  and  whole  body 
being  of  an  extraordinary  bignefs, 

This  cafe  is  feldom  met  with,  but  when  it  is, 
it  gives  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  ope- 
rator  Tand  unlefs  nature  on  her  part  gives  her  ufual 
affiftance,  he  is  often  forced  to  have  recourfe  to 
inftruments. 

Observation  CCCXIV, 

The  twelfth  of  November  I  was  fent  for 

to  a  plowman’s  wife  half  a  league  out  of  town. 
The  child  was  far  advanced  in  the  paflage,  and 
the  pains  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  make  me'ex- 
pe6l  a  Ipeedy  delivery  \  four  hours  however  paffed 
before  the  head  came  out,  and  the  fliouldcrs  gave 
me  no  lefs  trouble ,  I  pulled  them  out  by  palling 
my  fingers  in  the  arm-pits,  then  difengaged  the 
arms.»  and  imagined  the  work  over ;  but  the  hips 
made  as  great  a  refiftance,  and  I  was  forced  to 
make  ufe  of  the  nurfe’s  affiftance,  doing  together 
our  greateft  endeavours  ;  notwithflanding  which  the 
child  who  was  the  largeft  boy  I  had  ever  feen  in 
my  life,  came  alive.  The  placenta  was  exceeding 
large,  and  the  mother  found  herfelf  well  as  foon 
as  delivered. 

Reflexion, 

The  bignefs  of  this  child  could  not  be  owing  to 
the  tallnefs  or  ftoutnefs  of  the  father,  or  to  his  hav¬ 
ing  very  broad  fhoulders,  for  he  was  but  of  a  very 
middling  ftature. 
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Observation  CCCX  V. 

In  the  year  1712,  I  delivered  two  women  whofe 
children  were  of  the  fame  bignefs  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  and  gave  me  the  fame  trouble.  I  am  not 
able  to  account  for  this,  for  as  to  the  reafon  juft 
mentioned,  I  know  it  to  be  falfe,  having 
feveral  women  of  very  fmall  children,  whofe  huf- 
bands  were  very  tall  lufty  men,  and  they  themfelves 
of  a  very  good  fhape.  When  it  does  happen,  it 
is  not  owing  to  any  ftanding  rule,  but  to  meer^ 
chargee  *,  it  being  as  ufual  to  fee  a  little  woman  and 
a  fttle  man  have  ftout  children. 

Observation  CCCX VL 

The  nineteenth  of  Odioher  1712,  I  was  fetched 
half  a  league  off  to  a  working  man’s  wife,  whofe 
waters  had  been  come  away  three  days.  The  child 
was  well  fituated,  and  the  head,  which  was  too 
large  prefented  at  the  bottom  of  the  vagina^  withr 
out  being  any  ways  engaged.  The  mother’s  ftrength 
was  quite  exhaufted  by  the  continual  pains  ftie  had 
endured  from  the  firft  of  her  labour.  Ever  fince 
the  day  before,  the  meconium  came  away  in  great 
quantity,  .and  the  chord.,  which  was  got  out  under¬ 
neath  the  head,  without  however  hanging  out  of 
the  vagina.,  was  cold  and  without  pulfation.  I  re- 
folved  to  feek  for  the  feet,  and  to  that  effect  paffed 
in  my  hand  along  the  child’s  back,  to  about  the 
middle  of  the  body  *,  but  the  uterus  was  fo  clofely 
contra6led  about  it,  that  I  could  'not  get  it  further, 
fo  that  I  was  forced  to  take  it  out,  and  pafs  it  un¬ 
derneath  the  Jiernum.,  but  wdth  no  better  fuecefs ;  I 
took  it  away  thus  four  times,  without  being  able  to 
get  at  the  feet ;  this  had  never  happened  to  me 
before  in  my  life.  I  then  refolved  upon  opening 

P  d  4  the 
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the  cranium^  which  I  did  by  (licking  my  fcifTars 
into  the  cranium^  and  opening  them  afterwards  to 
widen  the  orifice  enough  for  the  admittance  oP 
my  fingers,  I  broke  off  feveral  pieces  of  the  park- 
tale  bones,  and  made  an  opening  wide  enough  to 
empty  the  brain  ;  after  this  1  tried  to  bring  away 
the  head,  with  my  hand  paffed  in  the  infide  of  the 
head  *,  but  when  it  advanced  and  began  to  engage 
between  the  bones,  it  was  fo  fqueezed  that  I  could 
not  get  it  further  ;  upon  this  I  again  broke  off  fe¬ 
veral  pieces,  not  only  of  the  parietale^  but  alfo  of 
the  coronal  and  occipital  bones,  but  (lill  with  the 
fame  faccefs,  my  hand  being  always  fqueezed  in 
this  paffage  ;  I  then  fent  for  a  crotchety  which  I 
(luck  into  the  right  ear,  one  hand  being  applied 
againft  the  other  fide,  to  prevent  the  parts  from 
being  hurt  by  the  inftrument  in  cafe  it  (hould  flip 
out,  as  it  really  happened,  without  the  head  get¬ 
ting  any  further  down  into  the  vagina.  I  again  in¬ 
troduced  the  crotchet  into  both  orbits  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  but  it  ftill  loft  its  hold  ;  I  took  breath  a  little, 
without  giving  up  the  thing,  though  I  was  excef- 
fively  fatigued,  and  fent  to  a  neighbouring  black- 
fmith  for  the  tongues  which  they  ufe  to  hold  their 
iron  with  in  the  furnace :  I  got  as  good  a  hold  with 
them  as  I  could  of  the  occipital  bone,  and  by  that 
means  pulled  the  head  out  of  the  vagina ;  I  took 
hold  of  it  immediately,  and  endeavoured  to  finifh 
the  delivery.,  but  was  hindered  by  the  largenels  of 
the  (boulders,  which  made  as  great  a  refiftance  as 
the  head  *,  whereupon  I  gave  the  head  to  the  mid¬ 
wife  to  hold,  and  bid  her  keep  pulling  as  well  as 
(he  could,  while  I  pulled  the  (boulders  with  my 
fingers  in  the  arm-pits  *,  having  got  them  out, 
I  difegaged  the  arms,  and  got  the  body  out 
as  far  as  the  hips,  but  was  again  forced  to  call  in 
the  affiftance  of  the  midwife,  before  }  could  finifh 
my  work. 


I  was 
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I  I  was  furprized  to  fee  this  woman,  who  muft 

have  been  quite  fpent,  by  a  vomiting  which  all 
along  attended  her  pains,  feize  immediately  upon  a 
piece  of  bread,  which  fhe  dipt  in  honey,  and  eat 
with  the  greateft  appetite  imaginable.  She  was ' 
afterwards  troubled  with  a  difficulty  in  making 
water,  which  yielded  to  emollient  fomentations  ap¬ 
plied  on  the  hypogaftrium.  Four  days  after  fhe  was 
tolerably  well.  The  child  was  of  a  monftrous  fize, 
and  feemed  at  leaft  to  have  been  dead  two  days, 
the  fcarf  fkin  being  eafily  raifed  all  over  its  body. 

Reflexion. 

This  is  the  only  cafe  where  I  ever  miffed  bring¬ 
ing  the  child  out  by  the  feet,  when  once  I  had 
made  fhift  to  introduce  my  hand  into  the  uterus ; 

I  but  the  enormous  fize  of  this  was  wffiat  hindered 
j  me. 

The  difficulty  of  urine  proceeded  from  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  being  in  a  manner  contufed  by  the 
preffure  of  the  head,  fhoulders,  and  hips  of  this 

It  is  impoffible  that  the  crotchet  ffiould  be  of  any 
fervice,  when  the  head  is  fo  far  off,  becaufe  then  it 
is  not  fixed  by  any  thing,  and  the  crotchet  can  ne- 
ver  be  able  to  make  it  force  the  refiftance  which 
the  bones  make  to  its  paffing  thro* ;  fome  imagine 
the  difficulty  to  arife  from  the  os  tinca^  which  in¬ 
deed  fometimes  inftead  of  being  thin  and  foft,  is 
hard  and  thick,  and  will  for  a  time  hinder  the  head 
from  coming  out,  or  the  furgeon  from  introducing 
his  hand,  but  can  never  make  any  great  refiftance  ; 
and  on  this  occafion,  when  the  head  was  come  out, 
muft  have  been  tore  to  pieces  by  the  violence  I  ufed 
to  bring  out  the  fhoulders.  When  the  bones  are 
far  enough  diftant  from  another,  let  the  child  be 
large  or  fmall,  the  work  is  eafily  done,  for  from 

them 
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them  alone  depends  the  difficult  or  eafy  perfor-» 
mance  of  the  delivery, 

CHAR  V. 

Of  the  uterus  being  tore  by  the  violence  of  the 
pains ^  and  letting  the  child  fall  partly  into 
the  abdomen. 

WHEN  the 'pains  are  very  ftrong,  and  yet 
the  child  flops  in  the  pafTage,  either  on 
account  of  the  bignefs  of  the  head,  or  by  the  bones 
being  -too  clofe  to  one  another,  the  ftrong  endea¬ 
vours  which  the  child  makes  to  come  into  the  world, 
muft  be  refledied  to  the  bottom  of  the  uterus  \ 
which  not  being  always  of  an  equal  confiflence,  and 
too  weak  to  refill  the  impetuous  throws  of  the 
child,  is  forced  to  yield,  and  tears:  This  accident 
happens  oftener  perhaps  than  is  imagined,  as  v/e 
hear  frequent  talk  of  women  dying  in  child-bed 
without  being  delivered^  tho’  the  child  prefented 
right  *,  the  pains  having  left  them,  and  fainting 
fits  having  come  on,  their  bellies  becoming  hard 
and  tenfe,  which  fymptoms  were  foon  followed  by 
hickups,  cold  fweats,  and  death.  To  this  may  be 
added  numbers  of  fotus^s  found  in  their  mother’s 
bellies  out  of  the  uterus^  which  the  fli ciders  for  the  ' 
egg  have  afTerted  to  be  in  tht  fallopian  tubes,  look¬ 
ing  on  thefe  events  as  inconteflable  proofs  of  their 
opinion. 

Observation  CCCX VII. 

The  fourth  of  July  1687,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
fiffierman’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  Fermanville^  who 
had  been  in  labour  for  two  days.  I  found  her  with¬ 
out  any  pains,  having  had  them  exceeding  flrong 
and  fharp  for  above  eleven  or  twelve  hours.  She 
told  me  that  her  child,  who  was  before  very  flrong 

and 
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and  hearty,  had  not  ftirred  for  five  or  fix  hours, 
at  which  time  it  had  made  *fuch  a,  violent  motion, 
that  fhe  was  very  near  fainting  away  with  it,  after 
which  her  pains  had  entirely  left  her.  Her  belly 
was  hard,  tenfe,  and  painful,  her  pulfe  weak,  and 
fhe  vomited  continually,  not  being  able  to  keep 
any  thing  down.  The  midwife  told  me,  that  the 
child  was  well  fituated,  but  very  high,  and  that  it 
had  never  ftirred  from  its  place,  tho’  her  pains  had 
been  ftrong  enough  to  bring  forth  with.  I  was 
vaftly  at  a  lofs  to  find  fo  many  complaints  without 
being  able  to  come  at  the  caufe  of  them.  I  touched 
the  woman,  and  found  the  child’s  head  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  vagina^  not  in  the  leaft  engaged, 
which  gave  me  room  to  pafs  in  my  hand  to  feek 
for  the  feet,  which  I  found  pretty  eafily,  by  fol- , 
lowing  the  body  which  was  ftretched  out  its  whole 
length,  from  the  os  pubis  as  far  as  the  diaphragm ^ 
which  was  the  place  where  I  found  them.  I  finifiied 
the  delivery  without  refting,  having  had  no  trouble 
in  any  thing  but  in  dilengaging  the  arms  and  head  *, 
the  placenta  was  bare,  or  rather  tore  in  its  middle. 
The  child  was  dead,  and  the  mother  lived  three 
days  after,  never  ceafing  to  vomit  to  the  laft  mo¬ 
ment  of  her  life. 

Reflexion. 

I  was  quite  lurprized  after  having  got  my  hand 
into  the  uterus^  to  find  the  child  extended  its  whole 
length,  inflead  of  being  bent,  as  it  fhould  natu¬ 
rally  be.  After  having  brought  away  the  placenta, 

I  pafled  my  hand  again  into  the  uterus,  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  certainly  open  in  its,  fundus,  or  whether 
it  was  not  of  a  confidence  foft  enough  to  fi retch 
out  in  length  and  fuffer  the  child  to  lie  in  tha-  po- 
fition  j  but  my  doubts  were  foon  cleared  up.,  ir  y 
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hand  having  got  into  the  capacity  of  the  abdomen^ 
and  among  the  inteftines. 

Observation  CCCX VIIL 

The  fecond  of  Odlober  1707,  a  woman  of  Cher¬ 
bourg^  who  had  nine  children  without  fuffering 
hardly  any  thing,  and  who  was  brought  to  bed  fe- 
veral  times  without  a  midwife,  being  again  with 
child,  Ic.boiir  came  on  towards  twelve  at  night ;  it 
went  on  at  firft  as  ufual ;  the  pains  followed  brifkly 
one  after  another,  the  membranes  opened,  the  wa¬ 
ters  came  away,  but  a  hand  followed.  The  mid¬ 
wife  ferit  immediately  for  a  neighbouring  furgeon, 
who,  on  account  of  his  great  age,  refufed  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  work,  for  fear  his  fhrength  fhould  fail 
him,  and  he  advifed  to  fend  for  me.  I  found  the 
woman  very  weak,  and  the  arm  was  out  as  high 
as  the  fhoulder ;  it  was  cold  and  without  motion, 
whence  I  judged  the  child  was  dead,  without  how¬ 
ever  affirming  it  too  much.  I  afked  the  furgeon 
what  he  could  think  of  the  weaknefs  of  this  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  neither  convul  lions  nor  flooding ,  who 
had  been  in  labour  but  feven  or  eight  hours,  and 
whofe  pains  had  been  fharp  but  an  hour  and  half 
or  two  hours  at  moft,  having  then  gone  off  by  de¬ 
grees  without  coming  on  again  *,  this  was  a  pretty 
furprizing  cafe,  as  (he  was  of  a  flrong  hail  confti- 
tution.  I  introduced  my  hand  pretty  eafily  by  the 
fide  of  the  child’s  arm,  and  paffed  it  under  the 
body  to  fearch  for  the  feet,  but  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  find  them  got  thro’  the  uterus  into  the 
abdomen  with  part  of  the  body.  I  joined  them  to¬ 
gether  and  brought  them  to  the  paffage,  and 
ffnifhed  the  delivery  in  an  inftant.  I  brought  out 
the  placenta  which  was  tore  in  the  middle,  and 
emptied  the  uterus  as  v/ell  as  I  could. 

Re» 
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Reflexion. 

This  woman  lived  four  days  after  this  ;.her  body 
was  opened,  and  that  rend  in  the  uterus  which  had 
let  the  child’s  body  thro’,  was  but  juft  able  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  end  of  the  little  finger ;  which  fhows 
the  great  difpofition  of  the  uterus  to  recover  its  firft 
ftate,  as  foon  as  it  is  empty. 

CHAP.  VI. 

a  • 

K 

Of  delivering  women  with  hernia’s. 

WOMEN  are  troubled  with  feveral  tumours, 
formed  by  waters,  winds,  the  dilatations 
of  veins,  or  flefhy  excrefcencies  *,  every  one  of 
which  have  their  feveral  appellations,  according  to 
their  different  contents,  or  the  parts  they  occupy  *, 
but  here  1  would  only  fpeak  of  true  hernial s^  which 
in  women  are  the  exomphalos^  bubonocele^  and  venira- 
Us  ;  which  laft  may  happen  in  any  part  of  the 
belly,  by  the  dilatation  and  extreme  relaxation  of 
the  feritonaum. 

The  exoynphalos  is  generally  attended  at  all  times 
with  a  tumour,  and  a  confiderable  one  too,  but 
no  pain  is  occafioned  thereby,  unlefs  there  be  hard- 
nefs  joined  to  it,  which  is  a  certain  fign  that  the 
gut  is  ftrangled,  and  is  always  followed  by  the 
fymptoms  belonging  to  it*,  the  fame  happens  in  the 
other  which,  unlefs  attended  with  hardnefs, 

are  not  at  all  painful,  not  even,  tho’  that  which 
happens  to  the  groin,  fhould  reach  down  to  the 
knee  *,  but  if  there  was  any  hardnefs,  tho’  it  fhould 
not  be  bigger  than  the  end  of  the  little  finger, 
vomiting  and  all  other  fymptoms  would  enfue. 

When  w^omen  in  labour  are  affiidled  with  this  dif- 
order,  it  caufes  a  great  deal  of  vexation  to  the 
^  furgeon. 
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furgeon,  efpecially  if  it  is  attended  with  hardnefs^ 
otherwife  the  fright  is  greater  than  the  hurt. 

Observation  CCCXIX. 

A  . 

The  feventh  of  July  1705,  a  lady  who  had 
fevefal  children  in  P^m,-and  was  come  to  live  fif¬ 
teen  leagues  off  from  this  town,  engaged  me  to  at¬ 
tend  her  in  her  labour.  She  told  me,  that  for  fe- 
veral  years  fhe  had  been  troubled  with  a  ventral 
hernia.^  that  during  her  labour  Ihe  had  always  a  perfon 
to  keep  her  hand  upon  the  place  where  the  tumour 
Ihewed  itfelf,  that  this  tumour  was  always  much 
iefs  while  flie  was  with  child,  and  that  the  nearer 
Ihe  drew  to  her  time,  the  more  it  diminiihed  ;  fo 
that  now  fhe  was  pretty  near  lying-in,  there  was 
hardly  any  thing  to  be  feen  of  it.  I  told  her  to  be 
quite  eafy' about  it.  Her  labour  ^2^^  fhort  and  eafy, 
and  feeing  that  flie  made  no  complaint  of  her  her¬ 
nia.,  I  gave  no  attention  to  it  in  the  lead ;  and  as 
thefe  fort  of  herniah  generally  appear  only  when 
the  woman  is  up,  flie  did  not  perceive  hers  for  four 
days  that  I  remained  with  her,  after  her  being 
brought  to  bed. 

I  have  delivered  her  fince  with  the  fame  fuccefi, 
and  as  little  precaution.  This  hernia  never  proved 
of  any  bad  confequence  to  her,  becaufe  when  fhe 
Vv^as  not  with  child,  and  as  long  as  fhe  could  when 
fhe  was,  fhe  wore  a  fmall  fteel  plate  upon  it,  which 
by  means  of  a  filler,  fhe  made  tighter  or  loofer,  as 
ihe  pleafed. 

Observation  CCCXX. 

The  thirteenth  of  January  1707,  a  lady  that  I 
had  delivered  twice,  and  whofe  firfl  labour  was  as 
difficult  and  lingering  as  the  fecond  was  quick  and 
eafy,  about  fix  months  after  this  fecond  lying-in, 

felt 
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felt  fome  cholicky  pains,  and  perceived  at  the  fame 
j  time  fome  fort  of  a  tumour  in  her  navel.  She  con- 
I  fulted  me  about  it,  and  I  told  her,  that  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  it  was  a  rupture  of  the  navel,  which  fome- 
times  proved  very  troublefome  and  fometimes  not ; 

,  that  it  muft  be  reduced,  and  a  fteel  trufs  kept  upon 
it  to  hinder  a  relapfe  ;  that  this  reduction  might  be 
eafily  made,  if  fhe  would  but  lie  on  her  back ;  and 
it  was  reduced  immediately.  But  having  negledled 
the  conflant  ufe  of  the  trufs,  the  tumour  appeared 
again,  larger  than  before,  and  with  more  pain  and 
hardnefs,  and  fhe  found  more  difficulty  in,,  reducing 
it.  Henceforwards  fhe  never  omitted  wearing  her 
trufs,  till  fhe  was  fo  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy 
that  fhe  was  obliged  to  do  it.  She  felt  nothing  of 
it  during  her  labour^  tho’  the  pains  were  very  fmart, 
and  I  gave  no  attention  to*if.  I  advifed  her  never 
to  be  a  day  without  her  bandage,  but  that  the  tu¬ 
mour  not  appearing  during  her  lying-in,  fhe  might 

be  without  it  when  a-bed.  ‘ 

‘ , 

^  Reflexion. 

j 

j  The  extreme  bignefs  of  the  uterus  during  preg- 
j  nancy,  alters  the  fituation  of  all  the  contents  of  the 
!•  abdomen^  fo  that  the  gut,  which  by  means  of  the 
I  dilatation  of  the  peritonaeum  protruded  at  the  navel, 

'  being  now  away,  that  dilatation  is  left  free  and  un- 
!  •  occupied,  unlefs  it  be  with  winds,  which  are  no¬ 
thing  near  of  fo  bad  a  confequence.  Thus  we  fee 
[  how  ufelefs  it  is  to  have  a  perfon  holding  the  hand 
r  upon  the  part  during  labour  j  for  tho’  the  gut  fhould 
I  be  there,  it  would  certainly  fall  back  into  the  ab- 
J  domen^  when  the  woman  is  laid  on  her  back,  un- 
[  lefs  there  was  any  ffrangulation,  which  would  be 
[  known  by  the  hardnefs. 

Both  thefs  ladies  were  very  fat,  as  is  ufually  the 
)  cafe  with  thofe  that  are  troubled  with  this  diforder, 

the 
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the  peritoni€um  in  them  being  of  a  more  lax  con¬ 
texture  and  confequently  more  liable  to  a  dilatation. 
New  born  children  are  fubjedt  to  this  for  the  fame 
reafon  ;  a  plate  of  wax  with  a  knob  in  the  middle, 
applied  on  the  navel  and  kept  on  by  bandage  is  a 
thorough  cure.  Some  imagine  this  is  caufed  by  the 
chord  being  left  too  long  ;  but  thofe  .whofe 
have  been  cut  off  fhort,  are  alike  liable  to  it,  it 
being  wholly  owing  to  the  dilatation  of  the  peri- 
ionmim. 

.Observation  CCCXXI.  ^ 

)  • 

The  eighteen  of  November  1683,  I  delivered  a 
draper’s  wife,  who  was  afflided  with  the  worft  her¬ 
nia  I  ever  faw  ;  the  rings  were  fo  dilated  that  it 
looked  as  if  the  greateft  part  of  the  inteftines  were 
fallen  down  ;  when  fhe  was  up,  they  came  down, 
and  when  fhe  was  laid,  fhe  made  them  go  in  again 
herfelf,  efpecially  when  (lie  was  not  with  child  *, 
but  when  fhe  was  the  thing  was  different,  becaufe 
as  the  uterus  grew  bigger,  it  prevented  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  parts,  tho’  it  did  not  hinder  their  com¬ 
ing  down,  this  proved  exceeding  troublefome, 
efpecially  when  fhe  was  in  labour^  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  the  thighs  being  taken  up  with  fuch  an  enor¬ 
mous  fwelling,  and  being  an  hindrance  in  helping 
the  child  in  the  birth :  I  was  then  young  in  my  bu- 
finefs,  but  without  being  frighted  at  the  fight,  I 
made  her  lie  upon  the  contrary  fide  of  her  rupture, 
with  the  buttocks  raifed,  and  as  foon  as  the  pain 
was  over,  I  reduced  the  rupture  gently  with  a  warm 
cloth  in  four  doubles,  which  I  gave  to  a  woman  to 
hold  upon  the  parr,  to  prevent, the  inteftines  com¬ 
ing  down  during  the  pains  *,  after  this  I  fomewhat 
raifed  her  head  and  breaft,  but  kept  the  lower 
parts  in  the  fame  pofture  they  were  in  during  the 
reducftion.  The  pains  foon  increafed,  the  waters 

came 
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;  came  away,  and  the  child  followed.  I  bid  her  be 
very  careful  in  keeping  in  her  rupture,  or  at  leaft 
j  in  reducing  it  immediately.  When  Ihe  got  up 
I  perfuaded  her  to  wear  a  trufs,  which  prevent¬ 
ed  its  coming  down,  and  made  her  life  much 
eafier. 

1 

Reflexion* 

A  proper  fituation  is  certainly  of  great  fervice  in 
!  a  difficult  and  lingering  labour^  but  when  the  pains 
I  are  brilk,  and  the  child  ftrong  and  vigorous,  a  wo¬ 
man  would  be  brought  to  bed^  tho*  her  head  hung 
'  down,  “and  her  feet  were  up. 

Observation  CCCXXII. 

The  third  of  January  1687,  a  lawyer’s  wife  who 
I  had  been  troubled  a  long  time  with  a  rupture  in 
the  groin,  fent  for  me.  I  found  her  truly  in  la¬ 
bour^  the  child  well  fituated,  and  the  waters  ready 
'  to  come  away.  I  touched  her  rupture,  which  was 
1  pretty  large,  but  not  fo  as  to  hinder  the  delivery ; 

^  I  neverthelels  tried  to  reduce  it,  but  fome  hardnels 
\  atttended  it,  and  it  was  fo  fenfible,  that  I  could  not 
i  touch  it  without  creating  a  great  pain,  for  which 
i  reafon  I  gave  all  my  attention  to  the  delivery,  which 
f  was  foon  over,  but  was  afterwards  followed  by  a 
)  complication  of  the  moft  violent  pains,  thofe  occa- 
l  honed  by  the  hernia  joining  themfelves  to  thofe  of 
1  her  lying-in.  I  anointed  her  belly  with  oil  of  al- 
1  monds,  and  gave  her  an  ounce  of  it  inwardly  with 
t  as  much  fyrop  of  maiden-hair,  three  or  four  fpoon- 
!■  fulsof  wine,  and  a  cup  of  broth  half  an  hour  after, 

I  and  then  put  her  to  bed  with  a  warm  cloth  upon 
i  her  belly,  the  rupture  went  in  again,  and  all  did 
^  well. 

E  e  R£- 
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Reflexion. 

I  was  not  a  little  uneafy  when  I  found  that  I 
could  not  reduce  this  rupture,  but  was  made  lefs  fo 
upon  idy  hearing  that  it  had  been  down  for  above 
four  months,  that*  much  the  fame  thing  ufed  to 
happen  in  her  former  and  that  the  day  after 

flie  was  delivered  it  ufed  to  go  up  again.  She  ne¬ 
ver  would  bear  any  fort  of  trufs,  but  I  advifed  her 
never  to  fuffer  her  rupture  to  be  down  without  re¬ 
ducing  it,  telling  her  that  whenever  fhe  found  any 
difHculty  in  doing  it,  fhe  fhould  dip  a  folded  cloth 
in  warm  milk  and  apply  it  upon  the  t-umour,  which 
made  her  diforder  pretty  tolerable;  fhe  was  only 
now  and  then  troubled  with  fome  complaints  of  the 
cholick,  which  always  gave  way  to  the  ufe  of  this 
remedy. 

Observation  CCCXXIII. 

The  nineteenth  of  Decer/iher  1700,  I  delivered 
a  woman  that  was  afHi6led  with  an  exceeding  trou- 
blefome  rupture,  which  had  its  rife  from  a  hard  la¬ 
bour  fhe  underwent  in  a  birth  againfl  nature,  where 
both  file  and  the  furgeon  with  his  crotchet  made  fuch 
violent  endeavours,  that  there  remained  a  fwelling 
between  her  navel  and  groin.  She  told  me,  that 
Ibmetimes  it  grew  hard,  and  gave  her  fharp  cho¬ 
lick  pains,  which  made  her  throw  up  a  yellow  bit¬ 
ter  humour,  and  afterwards  fomething  of  a  worfe 
tafte ;  that  during  thefe  vomitings  the  tumour  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  kept  on  fometimes  for  two 
days,  and  went  off  upon  being  rubbed  with  warm 
napkins,  and  having  them  applied  upon  it.  It 
was  lb  painful,  that  fhe  could  hardly  bear  me  to 
touch  it.  ComprefTes  dipt  in  milk  could  not  keep 
on,  on  account  of  the  continual  motions  her  pains 

put 
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put  her  tO)  and  fhe  could  not  bear  to  have  them 
kept  on  by  the  hand  5  whereupon  I  applied  a  large 
comprefs  dipt  in  v/ine  upon  the  tumour^  and  girted, 
her  round  with  a  napkin  in  three  doubles  as  tight 
as  Ihe  could  well  bear,  without  any  inconvenience  ; 
by  this  help  Oie  was  brought  to  bed^  with  a  pretty 
eafy  labour^  in  about  three  or  four  hours^  I  left 
the  bandage  on,  with  orders  to  the  nurfe  to  renew 
the  comprefs  now  and  then.  She  got  up  again  in 
good  condition j  and  pretty  foon* 

Reflexion. 

This  hernia  is  of  worfe  confequence  than  any,  for 
in  the  exQmpbdos  and  bubonocele  there  are  different 
forts  of  rings,  which  hinder  the  peritcnmm  from 
diftending  itfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  let  out  the 
uterus  itfelf  with  the  child  in  it,  which  may  happen 
in  this  fpecies,  in  which  cafe  I  can  never  think  that 
a  woman  could  go  her  full  time,  or  if  fhe  did, 
could  ever  be  brought  to  bed  *,  the  uterus  alone 
not  being  able  to  expel  the  child  without  the  help 
of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  which  here  would  be  of 
no  fervice.  A  general  relaxation  of  the  peritoneum 
may  be  an  obftacle  to  the  delivery^  but  does  not 
make  it  impradlicable. 

Observation  CCCXXIV. 

The  twelfth  of  Auguft  1705,  at  feven  o’  clock  at 
night,  I  was  fetched  to  the  parifh  of  Craville  to  a  - 
poor  woman  who  had  been  in  labour  ever  fince  the 
morning.  The  child  wafs  dead,  the  arm  was  out, 
and  the  leg,  as  far  as  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh, 
by  the  midwife’s  pulling.  The  woman’s  belly  hung 
down  like  a  bag  to  the  middle  of  her  thighs,  fhe 
was  lb  much  weakened  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  and 
what  Ihe  had  gone  thro*,  that  if  1  had  nothing  buc 

E  e  2  my 
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my  reputation  in  view,  I  (hould  certainly  have 
abandoned  her  to  her  evil  fate  •,  but  far  from  hav¬ 
ing  a  thought  fo  unworthy  a  Chriftian,  I  imme¬ 
diately  fet  about  giving  her  what  help  I  was  capa^ 
ble  of. 

I  laid  her  as  ufual  a-crofs  the  bed,  as  much  upon 
the  edge  of  it  as  I  could,  and  fet  fome  ffrong 
handy  women  to  hold  her^  I  firfi:  fet  about  re* 
ducing  the  foot,'  which  was  fo  engaged  with  the 
arm,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  do  any  thing  before 
it  was  reduced  *,  to  that  effeft  1  got  hold  of  the 
thigh  above  the  knee,  and  endeavoured  to  pufh  it 
back,  but  I  could  not  make  it  ftir ;  whereupon  I 
pLifhed  my  hand  between  the  arm  and  thigh  to  the 
belly,  where  having  applied  it  flat-ways,  I  found 
means  to  make  the  thigh  go  fomewhat  in  again  ; 
but  my  wrift  was  fo  compreflTed  that  I  was  forced 
to  draw  away  my  hand  twice  to  let  it  recover  its 
flrength,  before  the  thigh,  leg  and  foot  went  in 
again  entirely  :  I  then  fat  down  upon  the  ground, 
with  my  face  looking  up,  and  conduced  my  hand 
quite  contrary  to  what  I  generally  do,  and  carried 
it  to  the  bottom  of  this  bag,  where  I  got  hold  of 
the  feet  which  I  brought  down  to  the  paflage ;  by 
which  motion  the  arm  went  in  again  immediately. 
The  feet  being  flippery,  I  wrapt  them  up  with  a 
cloth,  and  as  I  pulled,  I  turned  the  child,  whofe 
face  before  laid  upwards,  and  then  put  an  end  to 
the  delivery  in  lefs  time  than  one  would  imagine. 

I  left  her  the  next  morning  pafl:  all  hopes  of  re¬ 
covery,  having  firfl:  given  proper  diredtions  how 
fee  fhould  be  treated,  and  how  to  drefs  the  lacera¬ 
tions  OGcafioned  by  the  violence  of  the  midwife  r 
She  recovered  notwithftanding,  and  the  feven- 
teenth  of  May  1707,  I  delivered  her  of  a  child  that 
again  prefented  the  arm,  whom  I  brought  out  by 
the  feet,  which  I  was  forced  to  feek  for  again  in 
this  fort  of  bag.  She  was  with  child  another  time, 

and 
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and  as  they  were  coming  for  me,  expefling  that 
this  labour  like  the  reft,  would  prove  unnatural,  (he 
was  brought  to  bpd  after  two  or  three  pains,  before 
the  midwife,  who  lived  within  gun-ftior,  could  be 
with  her. 

Reflexion. 

I  took  care  to  have  her  fwathed  up  after  flie  was 
brought  to  bed,  but  it  did  her  no  good  *,  fince  her 
belly  was  in  the  fame  condition  the  two  next  times 
that  ftie  was  brought  to  bed. 

The  third  delivery  being  fo  foon  over,  and  re^ 
quiring  no  other  help  but  that  of  nature,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  unnatural  make  of  her  belly,  feems 
to  prove  that  this  extraordinary  fwelling  was  owing 
to  a  general  relaxation  of  the  peritonaeum^  and  not 
to  a  rupture  of  it,  for  otherwife  upon  the  leaft  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  child,  the  uterus  and  bladder  muft  have 
broke  thro’  the  fkin,  which  muft  then  have  been 
their  only  covering. 

The  uterus  itfelf,  in  people  of  a  moift  conftitu- 
tion,  is  fubjeeft  to  this  relaxation,  which  is  the  true 
caufe  of  its  falling  down,  and  not  the  violent  labour^ 
as  Mauriceau  would  have  it ;  for  1  can  affirm  that 
1  have  indeed  feen  feveral  women  to  whom  this 
falling  down  of  the  uterus  has  happened  fome  time 
after  they  have  got  up  of  their  lying  in,  but  never 
any  in  whom  it  has  immediately  followed  delivery ; 
and  indeed  the  uterus  is  too  large,  while  it  contains 
the  child,'  to  be  able  to  come  down  thro’  the  nar¬ 
row  paftage  of  the  bones. 

The  os  tinea  is  fometimes  puflied  out  before  the 
head,  which  happens  when  (the  head  being  at  fome 
diftance  from  it)  the  waters  come  away,  and  the 
pains  not  keeping  on  to  pulh  out  the  head,  the 
lUerus  contrads  in  that  part  which  wfis  before  filled 
with  the  waters ;  but  if  the  pains  continue,  and  the 

£03  head 
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bead  advance,  this  can  never  happen.  It  is  ima- 
gined  by  fome  that  a  prolapfus  uteri  is  always  the 
confequence  of  fuch  labours^  but  I  can  afBrm  that 
it  is  w'hat  I  have  never  met  with  in  all  my  pradlice ; 
and  this  being  owing  to  the  want  of  dilatation  of 
the  05  tincce^  a  uterus  that  is  moift  enough  to  admit 
of  a  relaxation  would  iboner  admit  of  fuch  a  dila¬ 
tation  than  any  other. 

There  is  nothing  more  true  than  that  the  prokp- 
fjs  uteri  does  happen  to  women  that  have  had  the 
bed  labours^  while  others  that  have  had  very  hard 
ones  efcape,  which  could  not  be  the  cafe,  if  hard 
labours  were  the  occafion  of  it. 


CHAR  VH. 


'  0/  feveral  particular  cafes. 


HE  eighteenth  of  May  1687,  -a  blackfmitlds 


wife,  who  had  feveral  children,  being  a- 
gain  with  child,  felt  it  brifk  and  ftrong  from  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  month  to  the  end  of  her  recr 
koning.  When  labour  came  on  Ihe  fent  for  the  mid¬ 
wife.  The  pains  grew  very  ftrong,  the  r/iemhranes 
broke,  and  the  waters  came  away  in  great  quantity  j 
^he  midwife  touched  her,  without  being  able  to 
find  the  child  j  the  pains  difcontinued,  as  it  often 
happens  after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters,  re¬ 
turning  foon  after  ;  but  this  woman  had  none,  this 
day,  nor  the  days  following.  Inftead  of  the  child's 
manifefting  itfeif  by  coming  nearer,  the  os  tincae 
contrafted  fo,  that  the  midwife  afllired  her  that  fhe 
was  miftaken,  and  that  ftie  was  not  with  child.  As 
fhe  was  ftout  and  lufty,  fl:e  eafily  gave  into  this, 
being  allb  confirmed  in  that  belief  by  a  furgeon, 
who  faid,  that  the  motions  ftie  had  felt,  and  which 
|he  attributed  to  a  child,  were  occafioned  by  fome 
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iharp  humours  that  were  lodged  in  iht  uterus^  that 
the  waters,,  file  had  voided,  and  which  were  the 
matter  of  a  dropfy,  put  the  thing  out  of  doubt,  as 
fmce  their  being  difcharged  fhe  was  quite  free  of 
thofe  motions  which  fhe  felt  before. 

On  the  third  day  in  the  morning,  fhe  fent  for 
me,  when  I  had  learned  every  thing  that  had  hap¬ 
pened,  I  afKcd  her,  whether  before  fhe  thought 
herfelf  with  child,  fhe  was  regular,  and  whether 
her  courfes  had  kept  coming  down  fmce  •,  whether 
fhe  had  been  troubled  with  the  ufual  complaints 
of  breeding  women  *,  whether  fhe  had  felt  her  child 
ftir  at  the  ufual  time,  that  is  about  the  fourth  month 
and  half,  or  thereabouts  *,  v/hether  this  had  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  time  of  her  lying-in  ;  whether  fmce  the 
waters  were  come  away  fhe  had  felt  any  thing  like 
a  living  child  ffir  *,  and  at  laft,  whether  fmce  fliC 
had  ceafed  feeling  any  thing,  fhe  did  not  perceive 
a  heavy  mafs  in  her  belly,  which  fell  on  whatfoever 
fide  fhe  laid.  She  anfwer.ed  in  the  affirmative  to 
all  my  queftions,  and  particularly  the  lafl:  where¬ 
upon  1  laid  her  on  her  back,  with  her  beds  back¬ 
wards,  and  could  then  feel  a  hard  fubftance  very 
plainly  thro’  the  integuments  of  her  belly,  which 
was  exceeding  fat  *,  I  made  her  lie  on  one  fide, 
then  on  the  other,  and  found  this  mafs  to  fall  on 
the  fide  on  which  fhe  laid  *,  the  uterus  after  fhe  was 
delivered  produced  almoft  the  fame  effed,  tho’  hot 
in  fo  large  a  manner. 

Being  affurdd  by  her  relation  and  the  fymptoms 
I  faw,  that  fhe  was  with  child,  I  placed  her  conve- 
nientlyr,  and  found  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  exadtly 
clofed,  but  fo  eafy  to  be  dilated,  that  I  foon  in¬ 
troduced  all  my  fingers  one  after  another,  then  the 
hand,  and  then  arm,  far  enough  to  get  hold  of 
the  feet  of  a  very  large  child  that  prefented  the 
back,  which  fituation  gives  no  great  trouble  to  the 
operator.  The  child  was  fo  rotten,  that  the  fcarf 

T  e  4  ffiin 
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fkin  gave  way,  which  forced  me  to  ufe  a  napkin 
to  bring  it  away,  which  I  did  with  a  great  deal  of 
eafe,  the  parts  of  the  woman  yielding  without  trou¬ 
ble  to  a  fufficient  dilatation,  tho’  the  waters  had 
been  come  away  fo  long,  and  the  paffage  had 
not  been  taken  up  with  any  thing.  The  placenta 
made  no  refiftance,  and  the  woman  was  fo  well, 
that  (he  could  have  got  up  again  the  very  next 
day. 

Reflexion-. 

If  this  woman  had  not  been  delivered  fhe  muft 
inevitably  have  perifhed,  unlefs  an  abfeefs 
formed  itfelf  ofi  the  ukrus  and  hypogaftrick  region, 
thro’  which  the  child  muft  have  been  difeharged, 
as  has  happened  to  fome  women,  as  is  related  not 
only  by  RouJJ'ety  but  alfo  in  the  journal  Des  Scavants 
of  Paris  and  Trevour,. 

t 

Ob  s  ERVATioN  CCCXXV*. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  November  1698,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  this  town  came  to  beg  me,  at  ten  o’  clock 
at  night,  to  go  and  fave  his  filler’s  life,  who  was 
between  four  and  five  months  gone  with  child,  and 
ever  fince  the  morning  had  a  moft  violent  flooding. 
She  lived  four  leagues  off*,  it  rained,  was  very 
dark,  and  the  road  very  bad.  Between  one  and 
two  I  got  to  her,  and  found  her  with  a  (light  difi 
charge  of  blood :  The  midwife  w^as  very  bufy,  and 
told  me  that  the  child  was  not  yet  come  to  the 
crowning,  but  refted  (till  on  the  bones,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  be  of  about  that  length,  marking  with 
one  hand  on  about  the  middle  of  the  fore-arm. 

I  touched  her  and  found  that  the  blood  came 
down  as  it  ufually  does  in  the  menflrual  flux,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus  was  much  larger  than  it 

generally 
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generally  is^  it  being  fwelled  by  the  midwife’s 
being  continually  touching  it  for  above  twenty-four 
hours,  and  this  the  midwife  took  to  be  the  child’s 
head,  whence  (lie  had  judged  of  the  length  of  the 
child. 

I  put  away  all  the  lying-in  preparations  and  put 
the  lady  to  bed,  where  her  menfes  kept  coming 
down  for  about  two  hours  longer,  and  1  enjoined 
her  reft, 

Reflexion. 

This  lady  for  fome  months  had  laboured  under 
an  obftrudlion  of  her  menfes^  which  brought  on  her 
complaints,  whence  Ihe  was  fufpefted  of  being 
with  child  ;  and  nature  afterwards  difcharged  her- 
felf  in  a  manner  fomewhat  more  plentifully  than 
ufual,  but  foon  after  became  regular. 

Observation  CCCXXVI. 

/ 

I  was  fetched  at  twelve  o’  clock  at  night  to  the 
parifh  of  Alaranda^  to  fee  a  labourer’s  wife,  who 
had  been  two  dayi  in  labour.  The  midwife  afiured 
me  that  the  child  was  ftrong  and  hearty,  when  fhe 
came,  but  that  fince  the  coming  away  of  the  wa¬ 
ters,  its  motions  had  gone  off  gradually,  and  that 
for  above  fifteen  hours  it  had  not  moved  at  all,  that 
fhe  could  not  even  believe  that  it  was  a  child,  not 
being  able  to  find  any  thing  of  it,  tho’  the  mouth 
of  the  uterus  was  fo  difpofed  as  to  form  no  obftacle. 
I  introduced  my  finger  as  far  as  I  could,  without 
finding  the  bottom  of  a  place  which  the  midwife 
miftook  for  the  uterus  itfelf,  and  which  indeed 
at  firft  feemed  to  me  pretty  extraordinary ;  but 
without  taking  away  my  ringer,  I  turned  about  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  I  found  by  this  firft  trial  that 
the  child  was  dead,  and  prefcnted  the  face,  and 

that 
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that  the  mouth  anfwered  fo  wfell  to  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus^  that  it  might  eafily  be  miftaken  for  a 
continual  du61:,  the  child  being  very  frnall  contri¬ 
buted  to  it.  I  pufhed  back  this  little  head,  paficd 
my  hand  by  the  Ode  of  it,  fought  for  the  feet  and 
finifhed  the  delivery  in  an  inflant ;  the  child  did  not 
feem  to  be  above  feven  months  old.  The  chord 
was  fo  frnall,  that  I  was  forced  to  loofen  away  the 
placenta  in  part,  and  by  that  means  brought  it  out 
whole.  The  mother  did  very  well. 

i 

Observation  CCCXXVII. 

A  fpur-maker’s  wife,  who  had  feveral  children, 
and  thought  herielf  five  or  fix  months  gone  with 
another,  felt  fuch  violent  pains,  and  fo  like  thofe 
of  labour^  that  flie  fent  for  her  midwife,  who  after 
having  touched  her  and  examined  her  to  the  bed 
of  her  judgment,  confeffed  ingenuoufly  that  (lie 
did  not  know  what  was  the  matter  with  her,  where- 
fore  fhe  defired  to  have  a  furgeon  called  in,  who 
after  having  touched  her  feveral  times,  examined 
her  belly  both  lying  and  ftanding,  affured  her  that 
Ihe  was  not  with  child,  and  ordered  her  fome  ano¬ 
dyne  and  carminative  glyflers,  to  relieve  her  of 
the  winds  which,  according  to  him,  diftended  the 
inteftines,  and  caufed  thefe  motions  which  ferved 
to  deceive  her ;  (be  was  very  much  relieved  by 
them  for  three  weeks,  after  which  the  fame  pains 
returned.  She  had  again  recourfe  to  the  furgeon, 
who  examined  her  with  fiill  more  attention  than 
the  firfi:  time,  and  became  ftili  more  and  more 
perfuaded  that  ihe  was  net  v/ith  child,  and, affirmed 
it  in  fiill  ftronger  terms,  referring  the  caufe  of  her 
complaints  to  fome  fharp  humours,  and  to  winds 
that  diftended  her  belly,  and  gave  occafion  to  the 
little  motions  ihe  felt,  as  alfo  to  the  fupprefiion  of 
her  menfes.  He  ordered  glyfters  as  before,  but 

their 


A  general  Treat ife  ^  M  i  d  w  i  F  R  V.  427 

their  effed  not  proving  fo  advantagious,  he  had 
recourfe  to  remedies  proper  to  reftore  nature  to 
her  ufual  courfe,  but  their  ufe  being  inefFedual, 
fhe  applied  to  me.  I  found  her  with  fome  very 
flight  pains,  Teeming  but  little  big,  tho’  fhe  thought 
herfelf  feven  months  gone.  I  made  her  lie  upon 
her  back,  with  her  knees  raifed  and  her  heels 
towards  the  hips.  I  found  that  her  belly  was 
harder  and  more  raifed  from  the  os  pubis  to  the 
navel,  than  from  the  navel  to  the  cartilago  enjiformis^ 
and  large  enough  in  its  extent  to  judge  that  fhe 
was  with  child,  which  was  confirmed  to  me  by  the 
os  tinea  being  quite  clofed,  and  being  almoft  on  a 
level  with  the  reft  of  the  uterus^  forming  together 
a  fort  of  globe.  I  bid  her  difeontinue  her  purging, 
and  ufe  glyfters  made  of  a  pugil  of  annifeeds 
boiled  in  whey,  when  ever  her  pains  fhould  come 
on,  doing  nothing  at  all  at  other  times.  By  this 
means  I  conducted  her  to  her  full  reckoning,  and 
delivered  her  of  a  flout  healthy  girl. 


CHAP.  VIIL 


Of  two  very  different  deliveries. 


Observation  CCCXXVIII. 

HE  twelfth  of  February  1701,  a  workman  of 


1  Beaumont  Lawn^  a  quarter  of  a  league  off 
this  town,  came  to  call  me  to  his  wife,  who  had 
been  in  labour  for  two  or  three  hours.  I  found  her 
on  a  little  ftraw,  and  fo  fwelled  from  head  to  foot, 
that  fhe  looked  as  if  fhe  would  burft  ;  this  hin¬ 
dered  her  belly  from  appearing  fo  big  as  it  would 
otherwife  have  done  ;  her  pains  were  flight  and 
diftant,  but  increafed  foon  after  my  coming.  I 
touched  her  and  found  the  external  lips  very  much 
tumefied,  and  the  feet  of  ayery  fmall  child,  that 


was 
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was  pretty  near  the  paflage,  and  ftill  wrapt  up  in 
the  membranes  j  as  it  came  eafily  I  pulled  it  away 
as  it  was,  placenta  and  all,  and  there  did  not  come 
blood  enough  to  fpot  one  napkin.  I  immediately 
tore  open  the  membranes^  to  take  out  the  child  ; 
there  was  no  opening  to  be  found  in  theni,  through 
which  the  waters  might  have  been  difcharged  be¬ 
fore  my  coming.  I  found  in  them  nothing  but  a 
mufilaginous  humour,  notwithftanding  which  the 
child  lived  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  after  its 
frit  coming  into  the  world,  and  tho’  it  was  fo  fmali 
and  fo  emaciated,  as  to  be  but  fkin  and  bones.  The 
mother  notwithftanding  the  ill  ftate  fhe  was  reduced 
to  by  this  univerfal  dropfy,  got  over  it,  tho’  not  of 
a  long  while,  and  after  having  gone  thro’  a  great 
deal. 

Reflexion. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  all  the  food  this  woman 
took  turned  to  water  inhead  of  nourifhment  ;  but 
how  this  child  fhould  attain  its  full  reckoning  with¬ 
out  the  ufual  waters,  is  what  I  cannot  well  com¬ 
prehend. 

,  Observation  CCCXXIX. 

Some  days  after  I  delivered  a  gardener’s  wife,  who 
was  fo  lean,  that  fhe  was  all  fkin  and  bone;  but  I 
never  faw  a  belly  of  a  more  extraordinary  bignefs : 
Her  pains  being  fliarp  and  flrong,  I  touched  her 
to  know  the  fituadon  of  the  child,  of  whofe  life 
fhe  was  very  uncertain,  and  at  that  fame  time  the 
membranes  opened,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  the  wa¬ 
ters  came  away.  I  touched  her  again  and  found 
the  fmall  hand  of  a  dead  child,  that  was  come  out 
to  the  middle  of  the  fore-arm,  which  filled  up  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  fo  exaiflly,  that  there  feemed  to 

be 
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i  be  no  more  waters.  I  pufhed  back  this  hand  and 
introduced  mine  in  its  room,  with  which  I  Ibught 
for  the  feet  and  brought  them  down  to  the  pafTage^ 
and  delivered  her  in  an  inflant.  I  thought  I  had 
;  plunged  my  hand  into  a  tub  full  of  water,  in  which 
the  child  floated  about  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  could 
hardly  get  hold  of  it,  having  its  full  liberty  to  move 
about  in  the  uterus^  which  was  confiderably  dilated 
to  contain  the  waters,  which  I  verily  believe,  a- 
mounted  to  twenty-eight  pints,  which  was  the  true 
caufe  of  the  child’s  death.  After  all  thefe  waters 
were  difcharged  I  brought  away  a  very  fmall  pla¬ 
centa.  She  happily  recovered,  and  in  much  lefs 
I  time  than  the  other. 

Reflexion. 

’  The  diflerence  there  is  between  thefe  two  cafes 
is,  that  in  the  firfl:  woman  the  waters  were  lodged 
in  the  whole  habit  of  body,  and  in  this  were  dif¬ 
charged  into  the  membranes  of  the  child,  which 
cannot  well  be  called  by  the  name  of  a  dropfy  of 
the  uterus^  which  is  only  that  colledlion  of  waters 
which  is  made  between  the  internal  furface  of  the 
uterus  and  the  membranes^  which  may  come  away 
while  the  child  is  in  the  uterus without  mifcarriage 
enfuing  from  it,  as  moffly  happens  when  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  child  are  broke. 

ObS  E  R  VAT  ION  CCCXXX. 

A  fpur-maker’s  wife  whom  I  had  delivered  feveral 
times,  being  feven  months  gone  with-  child,  and 
I  bigger  than  fhe  ufed  to  be  at  her  full  time,  had, 

'  while  at  church,  a  confiderable  difcharge  of  water, 

^  without  any  preceding  pain.  When  Ihe  came  home 
i  fhe  fent  for  me.  I  found  the  os  tincie  dilated  enough 
>  eafily  to  admit  my  finger  ;  fome  waters  kept  com- 
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ing  away  continually,  but  in  fmall  quantity,  and 
the  child  was  in  its  membranes  and  waters,  as  it 
fhould  be.  I  ordered  her  to  keep  her  bed  \  the 
waters  ceafed  coming  away  at  night,  and  I  gave 
her  leave  the  next  day  to  get  up,  and  go  about  her 
bufmefs  as  ufual.  I  heard  no  more  of  her  till  the 
time  that  I  laid  her  of  a  girl,  that  was  in  very 
good  health.  She  got  up  again  in  ten  days. 

Reflexion. 

This  was  a  true  dropfy  of  the  uterus^  whofe  dif- 
charge  was  an  advantage  both  to  the  mother  and 
child. 

I  could  eafily  have  delivered  this  woman,  as  the 
cs  tinc<e  yielded  fo  eafily  to  dilatation,  which  is  the 
chief  difficulty  we  have  to  furmount,  when  we  are 
driven  to  that  extremity. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Of  dropfcal  children, 

IT  is  not  often  that  children  are  dropfical  in  the 
uterus^  but  when  they  are,  they  create  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  the  furgeon.  There  hate  been 
feveral  inftruments  contrived  to  facilitate  thefe  fort 
of  deliveries^  but  I  prefer  the  hands  to  any  of 
them  all. 

Observation  CCCXXXI. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  February  1689,  a  gar¬ 
dener’s  wife,  who  had  been  in  labour  two  days,  fent 
for  me.  She  was  very  weak  on  account  of  a  flood- 
ing  that  had  been  on  her  for  a  month.  Her  pains 
were  flow  and  remote,  but  the  waters,  which  were 
of  an  ill  colour  and  quality,  being  come  away, 
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they  grew  Wronger,  tho’  ftill  very  remote  ;  as  thq 
head  did  not  advance  enough,  I  fet  her  on  ano¬ 
ther  woman’s  lap,  that  I  might,  by  means  of  this  , 
fituation  have  a  better  hold  under  the  arm-pits ; 

I  got  out  the  child  to  the  middle  of  the  body,  and 
there  I  met  with  refinance  enough  to  make  me  ima¬ 
gine  that  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  ;  but 
I  had  fo  good  a  hold  under  the  arm-pits  that  1 
brought  it  out  entirely,  without  the  fear  of  doing 
any  mifchief.  The  placenta'  followed  of  itfelf,  but 
the  child  was  dead,  there  being  in  its  belly  about 
three  quarts  of  a  brownifli  water,  fomewhat  in¬ 
clining  to  green. 

Reflexion. 

/ 

This  woman’s  flooding  proceeded  from  a  fall,  af¬ 
ter  which  flie  never  felt  her  child  dir,  till  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  labour^  when  fhe  again  imagined  that 
die  felt  it ;  but  this  motion  cannot  be  much  de¬ 
pended  upon,  efpecially  when  the  child  has  ceafed 
moving  for  fome  time  before,  on  account  of  any 
accident  •,  for  it  may  be  owing  to  the  fermentation 
which  is  caufed  by  the  alteration  the  waters,  hu¬ 
mours,  and  other  parts  of  the  child  undergo  after 
its  death,  which  fwelling  out  give  a  motion  to  the 
whole  at  once.  She  no  longer  perceived  thefe  mo¬ 
tions  when  the  waters  were  come  away. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  child  died  immediately 
after  the  fall,  but  only  that  it  kept  growing  weak¬ 
er  and  weaker  ever  after,  till  at  laft  it  died  *,  which 
I  fuppofe  to  have  happened  a  long  time  before  the 
delivery^  notwithftanding  which  there  was  no  cor¬ 
ruption  to  be  perceived,  becaufe  it  had  kept  in 
the  membranes  and  waters,  and  no  external  air  had 
been  able  to  come  to  it. 

Part  of  the  placenta  being  loofened  was  the 
reafon  of  its  coming  away  fo  eafily,  and  the 

flooding 
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flooding  ceafing  before  the  delivery^  muft  have  been 
that  the  extremities  of  the  veflels  contraded  .and 
clofed  afterwards. 

Upon  part  of  the  placenta  being  detached^  the 
child  mull  have  received  lefs  blood  than  was  fuf- 
ficient  for  its  nourifhment^  whence  might  arife  a 
languid  circulation,  and  from  thence  fuch  an  im- 
poverifhment  of  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  as  to  have 
part  of  it  turn  to  water,  and  caufe  this  colledion 
of  it  in  the  belly.  . 

The  worfl  that  could  happen  by  my  pulling  the 
child  fo  forcibly  as  I  did,  mufl  have  been  burfting 
its  belly,  which  would  have  anfwered  as  well  as  to 
be  at  the  trouble  of  opening  it. 

Observation  CCCXXXIL 

The  ninth  of  'December  1690,  a  lady  that  wan 
excefiive  big,  tho’  not  near  her  lying-in,  and  who 
felt  her  child  but  very  little,  fent  for  me  to  heat 
‘my  opinion.  As  fhe  was  otherwife  very  well,  hav¬ 
ing  a  good  appetite,  no  vomiting,  but  only  this 
large  belly,  I  advifed  her  to  be  very  eafy,  as  a 
pretty  large  child,  a  thick  placenta ^  more  v/aters 
than  ufual,  or  at  worfl  two  children,  might  be  the 
caufe  of  her  bignefs,  none  of  which  w^ould  render 
her  lying-in  more  difficult.  Upon  this  Ihe  remained 
eafy,  and  labour  being  come  on,  and  the  paters 
difeharged,  I  was  fent  for.  Her  pains  kept  on 
fometimes  flronger  and  fometimes  weaker,  but 
always  very  remote  j  till  at  lafl  they  increafed  and 
became  as  fharp  and  flrong  as  any  hearty  young 
perfon  could  bear.  Thefe  pains  brought  the  head 
to  the  os  tincce^  then  out  as  far  as  the  ears  5  I  Aid 
in  my  fingers  by  them  on  both  Tides,  towards  the 
neck  as  far  as  I  well  could,  to  help  the  difpofition, 
nature  was  in  to  perfect  the  delivery  by  the  conti¬ 
nuation  of  thefe  extreme  pains.  I  was  forced  to 
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ufc  the  fame  method  to  bring  dut  the  fhduldersj 
which  were  not  more  difpofed  to  come  forth  ;  hav¬ 
ing  difengaged  the  arms  I  pulled  out  the  child  to 
the  middle  of  the  body^  after  which  I  expedled 
the  reft  would  have  followed  of  itfelf,  but  contrary 
to  my  expectation  1  was  forced'  to  reft  my  foot 
againft  the  bed,  and  pull  as  hard  as  I  could,  before 
the  belly  would  come  out.  The  placenta  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  large,  and  the  child  lived  fome  hours 
longer.  The  whole  body  was  dropfical,  which 
made  it  exceflive  big.  There  was  in  the  belly  about 
five  or  fix  pints  of  a  very  clear  water  \  it  weighed 
fixteen  or  feventeen  pounds,  tho’  the  largeft  feldom 
weigh  more  than  fourteen  or  fifteen* 

Observation  CCCXXXIII. 

The  thirteenth  of  March  1686,  I  was  fetched 
to  a  farmer’s  wife  at  Pont-au-blanchon  a  league  off: 
Her  midwife,  upon  the  child’s  head  coming  out, 
thought  fhe  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  pull,  which 
fhe  did  fo  effectually,  that  fhe  pulled  the  head  off. 
I  happened  to  be  juft  by  with  a  patient  of  mine, 
that  had  a  compound  fracture,  which  I  drefled 
every  other  day.  The  midwife  fpoke  very  refona- 
bly,  telling  me,  that  there  muft  be  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  the  cafe  to  caufe  the  accident  which 
had  befel  her.  I  imagined  it  might  be  owing  to 
the  largenefs  of  the  (boulders  and  ftreightnefs  of 
the  bones.  I  eafily  pufhed  back  the  fhoulders  and 
got  my  hand  into  the  uterus^  and  loon  perceived 
that  the  belly  of  the  child  was  very  large  and  foft  5 
however,  without  minding  this^  1  joined  the  feet 
together  and  pulled  them  out  very  eaifily  as  far  as 
the  upper  part  of  the  thighs,  but  here  I  was  forced 
to  drive  very  hard  to  get  the  buttocks  and  hips 
thro’  *,  and  I  then  perceived  that  it  was  dropfical^ 
not  only  on  account  of  the  largenefs  I  had  re- 

F  f  marked 
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marked  in  the  belly,  but  alfo  becaufe  that  part 
oF  the  belly  which  was  out,  kept  fwelling  extraor-^ 
dinarily,  the  water  having  more  liberty  to  diftend 
it  than  that  which  was  flill  confined  in  the  pafiltge. 
I  then  left  off  pulling  in  a  firait  line,  and  pulled 
alternately  on  both  fides,  till  at  lafi:  1  got  out  the 
belly  and  finilhed  the  delivery.  The  'placenta  came 
away  very  eafily,  and  the  mother  remained  pretty 
quiet,  and  did  very  well  afterwards.  The  belly 
of  the  child  feemed  to  contain  much  the  fame 
quantity  of  w'ater  as  the  preceding  •,  it  v/as  clear 
and  without  any  fmell. 

Observation  CCCXXXIV. 

The  eighth  of  September  I  was  fent  for  to  a  far¬ 
mer’s  wife,  of  the  parilh  of  Moneville.^  who  had 
been  in  labour  two  days,  and  whofe  child,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  midwife,  prefented  the  head, 
but  the  ilrongeft  pains  had  not  been  able  to  force 
it  forwards.  I  found  her  very  weak,  and  almofl: 
without  pains.  She  told  me  that  for  eight  or  ten 
days  file  had  not  felt  her  child,  but  that  before,  it 
was  briflc  and  flrong.  She  appeared  to  me  to  be 
very  big,  though  the  waters  were  gone  off  at  the 
Very  beginning  of  labour^  whence  I  judged  that  the 
Aild  ox  placenta or  both,  were  very  large.  Upon 
examination  I  found  that  the  head  was  exadlly 
fituated  as  the  midwife  had  told  me  •,  whereupon  I 
pufhed  it  fomewhat  back,  paffed  in  my  hand,  and 
brought  out  the  child  by  the  feet  as  far  as  the  arm- 
pits,  difengaging  the  arms ;  and  finding  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  bringing  out  the  head,  I  got  a  finger  into 
the  mouth,  and  pulled  up  and  down,  and  fide-ways, 
till  I  had  it  out ;  as  it  advanced  in  the  paflage,  it 
lengthened  out,  the  great  quantity  of  water  it  con¬ 
tained,  making  it  fo  foft,  that  it  yielded  to  any 

thing. 
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thing.  I  left  the  mother  pretty  cafy,  but  ftill 
very  v/eak.  i 

Reflexion. 

The  dropfy  of  the  head  is  threefold,  one  be¬ 
tween  the  cranium  and  hairy  fcalp,  one  betw^een  the 
meninges  and  cranium^  and  one  between  the  brain 
and  meninges.  This  was  of  the  firfl  kind,  which 
was  the  reafon  of  the  head’s  growing  longer  as  it 
came  our,  the  waters  being  forced  to  the  upper 
part  of  it,  and  the  parts  eafily  diftending  them- 
.  felves  to  contain  them,  the  cranium  keeping  all  the 
while  in  its  natural  figure.  Befides  thefe  dropficai  ' 
children  I  have  brought  feveral  into  the  world, 
who  thro’  the  long  flay  they  had  made  in  the  uterus 
after  being  dead,  have  fwelled  throughout  their 
whole  body  *,  this  fwelling  being  the  confequence 
of  the  fermentation  caufed  by  the  corruption  which 
they  had  contradled,  for  want  of  being  helped  in 
time. 


C  H  A  P.  X* 

Of  the  c^efarean  operation, 

This  operation  may  have  been  performed 
with  fuccefs  feveral  times,  but  few  examples  of 
it  are  come  down  to  our  knowledge  *,  yet  thofe  few 
are  fufficient  to  warrant  our  undertaking  it,  when 
neceffary.  Le  Journal  des  Scavants  for  the  month 
of  July  relates  its  having  been  performed  on 

a  woman  at  Chateau  Tierri  in.  1667,  which  woman 
died  fourteen  years  after  in  iYit^HotelDieu  of  a  ven¬ 
tral  hernia^  which  was  occafioned  by  the  negledt  of 
the  furgeon  afterwards ;  the  child  lived  thirteen 
months.  This  was  inferted  by  Mr.  Saviard. 
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In  the  journal  of  the  eighth  of  June  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  Mr.  Pohert^  a  phyfician  in  Chateau 
Tierriy  not  only  confirms  Mr.  Saviard^s  account, 
but  relates,  that  another  woman  of  the  fame  town, 
who  was  ftill  living,  had  twice  undergone  this  fac¬ 
tion  at  twenty  months  diftance ;  that  the  child 
taken  out  by  the  firft  incifion  was  now  alive,  and 
about  ten  years  old  v  that  there  was  to  be  feen  on 
its  lower  jaw  the  fpar  of  a  wound  made  by  the  in- 
ftrument  of  the  operator  ;  that  MefTieurs  Beyne  and 
Bouvet  were  the  perfons  who  had  performed  this 
operation.  That  the  fecond  fe6lion  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Bouvet  alone,  the  other  being  dead  in  the 
interval.  The  mother  got  well  with  fomewhat 
more  difficulty  than  the  firft  time,  in  the  fpace  of 
two  months  but  the  child  was  fufFocated  in  the 
waters,  which  had  fpread  themfelves  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  uterus. 

The  relation  of  the  c^farean  operation  which 
Mr.  Ruleau  of  the  town  of  Saintes  gives  us,  was 
performed  with  order  and  method,  and  fuccefs 
attended  it.  He  proved  firft,  before  feveral  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons,  that  the  conformation  of  the 
bones  was  fuch,  that  he  could  but  juft  introduce 
two  fingers,  which  made  the  delivery  impoffible  the 
ufual  way.  Mr.  Ruleau  relates  alfo,  that  he  per¬ 
formed  it  on  two  dying  women,  but  fays  not  with 
what  fuccefs,  which  is  proof  enough  of  the  bad- 
nefs  of  it  \  and  indeed  it  ought  always  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  before  the  woman’s  ftrength  is  gone, 
otherwife  it  is  impoffible  (he  fhould  ever  go  through 
it. 

Who  after  thefe  examples  can  rejedl  the  Ccefarean 
operation,  as  not  admitting  of  fuccefs  ?  Have  we 
not  feen  women  cfcape  in  worfe  cafes  ?  Mr.  Peu 
made  a  cure  of  Madam  Gervaifo^  who  in  a  violent 
labour  fuffered  fuch  a  contufion  of  the  parts,  that 

her 
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her  uterus  and  bladder  were  tore  open  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  admit  of  three  or  four  fingers. 

Roujfet  in  the  journal  of  Paris^  Ruleau^  and  fe^ 
veral  others  relate,  that  the  bones  of  children,  that 
have  corrupted  and  remained  in  the  uterus^  have 
formed  abfcefies  in  the  abdomen^  and  made  their 
way  out  by  them. 

What  greater  danger  is  there  in  this  operation, 
than  in  the  high  operation  for  the  (tone  ?  The 
abdomen  in  both  is  opened  in  almoft  the  fame  place ; 
indeed  in  one  the  incifion  is  longer,  but  this  can 
be  of  no  confequence,  and  there  is  furely  as  much 
danger  in  opening  the  bladder  in  its  fundus^  as  the 
uterus  in  its  body. 

The  os  famim^  ifchium^  and  pubis ^  being  from 
their  firft  conformation  fo  clqfe  to  one  another, 
that  the  furgeon  can  hardly  introduce  a  few  fingers 
between  them,  it  being  confequently  impoflible  for 
the  child  to  come  thro%  is  the  only  cafe  where  this 
operation  is  to  be  put  in  pradlice :  There  are  fomc 
others  which  feem  alfo  to  call  for  it,  but  which 
may  be  remedied  by  ocher  means ;  as,  when  in  a 
lingering  labour^  the  child  ftopping  too  long  in  the 
paifage,  unfkilful  furgeons  or  midwives  by  their 
too  rough  ufage,  in  endeavouring  to  bring  it  out, 
have  occafioned  fuch  a  contufion  of  the  external 
parts,  that  they  have  been  feized  with  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  ;  and  when  the  efihars  have  fallen  off,  fuch 
callous  fears  have  remained,  that  they  cannot  af¬ 
terwards  dilate  fufficiently  for  the  coming  out  of 
another  child  ;  a  large  burn  brings  on  the  fame 
inconvenience.  When  after  a  lingering  labour  the 
external  lips  have  united  with  part  of  the  vagina^ 
and  the  woman  is  become  pregnant  notwithfi^nd-- 
ing. 

When  a  child  prefents  well,  but  either  does  not 
get  into  the  pafiage,  or  flicks  there,  being  flill 
alive,  but  fo  weakened  as  well  as  the  rnpther,  by 
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the,  length  of  the  labour^  that  there  is  a  moral  im- 
polTibiiif.y  of  her  being  brought  to  bed.  I  v/ill 
fliew  afterwardsj  that  all  thefe  cafes  admit  of  other 

helps. 
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A  poor  labourer’s  wife,  v/hofe  name  was  Jaquef 
line  de  Carfiquet^  of  the  pariih  of  Amfreville^  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  apparently  of  a  good  con^ 
fbtudon,  though  troubled  vdth  a  very  large  umbi¬ 
lical  hernia^  had,  notwithftanding  this  infirmity, 
happily  gone  through  her  lyings-in,  though  her  la¬ 
bours  were  always  lingering,  through  her  inability 
of  helping  on  her  pains. 

In  March  1704,  being  about  the  time  of  her 
lying-in,  fhe  fent  for  her  midwife,  and  was 
four  days  in  labour^  with  very  flow  pains.  They 
jncreafed  the  fifth  day,  the  membranes  opened,  the 
waters  came  away,  and  the  child  prefented  an 
arm ;  the  midvv^ife  imagined  that  it  v/as  but  having 
a  little  patience,  and  that  all  would  go  *,  but 
finding  that  the  woman  loft  her  ftrength,  v/ithouc 
matters  getting  forward,  fhe  pulled  off  the  arm 
after  which  being  at  a  lofs  what  to  do,  fhe  demand¬ 
ed  fome  help.  On  the  fixth  day  the  hufband  fetched 
a  furgeon  from  Pont-Labe^  who,  finding  the  child 
dead,  aflured,  that  the  only  way  to  fave  the  wo¬ 
mans  life,  was  to  open  her  belly  to  get  out  the 
child  5  and  without  any  further  examination,  he 
made  an  incifion  about  two  fingers  fide-ways  from 
the  navel  on  the  left  fide,  and  went  obliquely  to 
the  linca  alba^  continuing  it  then  to  the  os  pubis. 
He  then  opened  thc^u/erus  in  its  whole  length,  and 
fook  out  the  child  and  placenta^  ft  itched  up  the 
uterus  with  five  futures.,  laid  on  dry  lint,  rolled  up 
her  belly  with  a  napkin,  and  then  went  away^ 
The  patient,  who  fainted  away  from  the  very  be¬ 
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ginning  of  the  operation,  and  did  not  come  to 
hcrfelf  of  fome  time  after,  gave  him  no  interrup¬ 
tion  in  his  work.  He  dreffed  her  for  five  days 
with  the  fimple  digeftive,  then  trufted  her  wholly 
to  her  hufband’s  care,  without  ever  feeing  her  once 
after,  or  caring  for  the  event.  Eight  or  ten  days 
after  the  wound  grew  fo  foul,  that  the  inteftine 
which  was  contiguous  to  it  opened,  and  the.  faces 
came  out  thro’  the  wound,  with  worms  a  foot  long, 
rendering  the  anus  cjuite  ulelefs.  Two  furgeons 
Xh?.t  pafTed  by  the  houfe  were  defired  to  fee  her, 
they  aflured  her,  that  (lie  fhould  foon  be  out  of 
her  mifery,  imagining  that  a  fpeedy  death  would 
put  an  end  to  it ;  but  they  were  mifiaken,  for  fbe 
was  up  again  in  lefs  than  a  month  ;  the  faces  took 
their  ufual  road,  and  the  wound  united,  not  with 
a  firm  cicatrice,  but  with  a  loofe  fpongy  fubflance, 
where  there  remained  no  vifible  opening.  When 
file  has  her  menfes,  the  blood  makes  its  w^ay  thro’ 
this  cicatrice  as  by  the  vagina  •,  and  wdiat  is  more 
furprifing,  they  are  accompanied  with  faces  and 
flatus\s^  and  very  often  by  worms ;  as  it  happened 
when  the  wound  was  at  its  very  woiii,  which  lafted 
five  or  fix  days;  after  which  all  thefe  fymptoms 
went  off  for  three  weeks,  and  then  returned  as  at 
firfi.  Things  have  hardly  ever  filled  going  on 
after  this  manner,  ever  fince  the  operation  has  been 
performed,  v/hich  is  four  years. 

Three  months  ago,  being  in  her  parifli,  fine 
fliewed  me  her  hernia^  whofe  extreme  bignefs,  as 
well  as  her  other  complaints,  are  extremely  trou- 
biefome  to  her.  I  advifed  her  always' to  keep  corner 
prefies  on  her  hernia^  with  a  broad  roller,  which 
would  make  its  weight  more  tolerable,  and  prevent 
her  cloathes  from  rubbing  it,  which  otherwife 
might  bring  on  an  inflammation  and  death. 

She  ufes  coition  as  before,  and  finds  no  difference 
in  it. 
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Reflexioj^. 

This  cafe,  tho’  fo  injudicioufly  managed,  proves 
fufficiently  the  poffibility  of  this  operation. 

Every  one  can  fee,  that  it  was  not  requifite  here, 
there  being  no  other  obftacle  to  the  delivery  but 
the  ill  fitiikion  of  the  child,  which  might  have 
been  remedied  by  bringing  it  out  by  the  feet.  It 
was  alfp  ill  performed,  as  he  made  his  incihon  in 
the  linca  alba^  inftead  of  making  it  in  the  belly  of 
the  mufcles,  beginning  lower  than  the  navel,  and 
continuing  it  in  tke  form  of  a  crefeent. 

All  authors  aflert,  that  a  wound  of  the  fmali 
i  :iteftines  is  mortal,  and  that  the  lead  fcratch  of  a 
nail  in  the  infide  of  the  uterus  may  caufe  a  malig¬ 
nant  incurable  ulcer  ;  but  experience  is  againft  thefe 
learned  precepts.  The  intedine  and  uterus  in  this 
woman  underwent  much  worfe  accidents  than  ei¬ 
ther  of  thofejud  mentioned. 

The  wound  of  the  uterus  growing  foul  for  want 
of  proper  pare,  corrupted  the  intedine  which  was 
contiguous  to  it ;  they  were  both  afterwards  de¬ 
terged  and  healed  by  nature’s  own  balfam,  being 
then  entirely  united  together,  as  alfo  with  the  ulcer 
of  the  linca  alba  \  fo  that  their  vedels  having  fuch  a 
communication  together,  when  any  fermentation 
happens  in  the  yeffels  of  the  uterus^  thro*  their  too. 
great  fulnefs,  at  the  time  of  their  periodical  dif- 
tharge,  thofe  vedels  which  were  divided  in  the  ope¬ 
ration,  opening  to  give  idue  to  tht  menfes^  thofe 
of  the  intedine  and|//«r<^  alba  are  opened  at  the 
fame  time,  and  let  menfes  dow  out  thro*  them 
as  thro’  the  vagina. 
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Observation  CCCXXXVI. 

I  have  delivered  two  women  who  had  been  burnt 
in  the  private  parts  in  a  mofbterrible  manner,  which 
might  have  made  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  incapa¬ 
ble  of  a  proper  dilatation ;  but,  contrary  to  my 
cxpedation,  all  went  on  very  well. 

Observation  CCCXXXVII. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  January  1698,  a  hufband- 
man  of  the  parifh  of  5/.  Germain  de  "Tournehuy  de- 
fired  me  to  come  to  the  affiftance  of  his  wife,  who 
had  been  three  days  in  labour^  and  was  almoft  fpent 
by  the  ill  management  of  her  midwife.  Being 
then  with  a  lady  that  was  in  labour^  I  could  not  go 
dll  (he  was  brought  to  bed,  which  was  not  till  two 
hours  after ;  I  then  haftened  to  her>  and  found  her 
very  much  tore,  the  child  prefcnting  the  head  at 
the  0$  tinea ;  all  the  help  I  gave  her,  was  to  put 
her  in  a  proper  fituation,  and  fhe  was  brought  to 
bed  immediately,  but  the  child  was  dead.  I  gave 
particular  charge,  before  I  went  away,  that  they 
ihould  be  very  careful  in  drelTing  the  contufed  la- 
j  cerated  parts,  which  would  not  fail  uniting  toge- 
>  ther  after  the  floughs  were  fallen  off,  and  would 
1  become  a  great  obftacle  to  deliveryy  if  fhe  fhould 
)  ever  prove  with  child  again,  as  alfo  to  her  monthly 
\  evacuations. 

About  three  months  after,  I  was  fetched  to  her 
again  5  they  told  me,  that  fhe  had  been  perfedlly 
i  well  of  her  lying-in  above  two  months ;  but  that 
1  fhe  now  laboured  under  another  complaint,  which 
i  reduced  her  to  the  lafl  extremity.  I  found  her  in 
I  terrible  convulfions,  and  complaining  of  intolera- 
i  ble  pains  in  the  belly  and  private  parts.  I  fought 

for 
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for  the  caufe  of  this  mifchief,  where  the  pains  were 
felt,  and  found  no  appearance  of  the  vulva^  the 
urethra  alone  was  to  be  feen  ;  the  external  lips,  after 
the  falling  off  of  the  floughs  had  united  entirely. 
.1  immediately  underftood,  that  the  menfes  being 
flopped  in  the  vagina^  were  what  occafioned  her 
diforder,  but  I  faw  no  means  how  to  open  them  a 
paffage.  I  paffed  my  finger,  dipt  in  oil,  into  the  anus^ 
and  the  catheter  into  the  bladder,  by  which  means 
the  coherence  of  thefe  parts  appeared  fo  great,  that  I 
judged  the  operation  impoffible,  unlefs  any  tumour 
ihould  arife  outwardly,  by  the  dilatation  of  the 
parts.  I  put  off  doing  any  thing  till  the  next  day. 

At  two  in  the  morning  the  hufband  came,  who 
hardly  gave  me  time  to  drefs  myfelf.  I  went  im¬ 
mediately,  and  having  placed  her  in  a  proper  fitua- 
tion,  I  introduced  my  middle  finger  into  the  anus^ 
and  the  catheter  into  the  bladder,  giving  it  to  hold 
to  the  woman  that  I  judged  mofl  handy,  and  with¬ 
out  following  the  diredlion  of  the  fibres,  as  authors 
order  it,  I  paffed  my  incifion-lancet  flat-ways,  hav¬ 
ing  fixed  it  with  tow,  between  my  finger  and  the 
catheter^  that  is,  between  the  rcElum  and  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  keeping  the  middle  way  between 
them  as  much  as  I  could,  and  came  happily  to  the 
extremity  of  the  adherence,  which  was  about  two 
or  three  fingers  broad  :  There  came  away  a  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  a  black  thick  blood,  without 
any  fmell,  and  all  her  complaints  went  off  imme¬ 
diately.  Having  by  this  means  overcome  the  great- 
eft  difficulty,  (which  arifes  from  the  proximity  of  the 
bladder  and  inteftine)  I  then  finifhed  the  operation 
according  to  art,  Separating  the  parts,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  in  their  natural  order.  The  woman 
did  very  well,  and  I  dreffed  her  afterwards  with  a 
peffary  made  on  purpofe,  till  fhe  was  perfedlly 
cured,  notwithftanding  the  hardnefs  of  the  cica¬ 
trice,  I  delivered  her  a  year  after  of  a  child;  that 
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I  prefented  the  arm,  which  forced  me  to  bring  it 
J  out  by  the  feet  *,  indeed  I  met  with  fomewhat  more 
i  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

Observation  CCCXXXVIII. 

The  third  of  OUoher  1689,  an  oil-man  fetched 
me  to  his  wife,  who  had  been  in  labour  three  days, 
I  found  her  much  in  the  fame  condition  as  the  laft, 
by  the  violent  touchings  of  the  midwife  ;  which  is 
a  misfortune,  that  all  women  who  have  lingering 
labours^  are  liable  to.  The  child’s  head  v/as  juft 
entered  the  os  tinc^^  and  finding  no  fign  of  life  in 
it  for  a  good  while,  I  opened  the  cranium  with  my 
incifion  knife,  voided  the  brain,  and  brought  out 
the  child  in  an  inftant,  my  hand  doing  at  once 
the  office  of  a  crotchet  and  tire-tete^  but  with  much 
lefs  danger  of  hurting  the  woman.  1  left  her  to 
the  care  of  her  nurfe,  forewarning  her  what  mifi 
chief  might  enfue  from  any  negledt  on  her  part. 

About  eighteen  months  after,  the  hufband  came 
once  more  to  me,  to  let  me  know,  that  ffie  was  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  before.  Two  midwives  I 
met  with  there,  affured  me  that  there  was  no  open¬ 
ing,  thro’  which  the  child  might  come  into  the 
world.  I  examined  the  parts,  and  found,  that 
after  the  falling  off  of  the  floughs  in  her  laft  labour^ 
the  external  entrance  had  quite  united  and  clofed 
up.  By  introducing  my  finger  into  the  anus^  I 
could  feel  the  child  ftrong  and  hearty. 

Upon  examining  this  coherence  with  a  candle, 
I  perceived  a  drop  of  ferum  fticking  on  one  parti¬ 
cular  place  ;  I  wiped  it  off',  and  by  degrees  ano¬ 
ther  drop  was  formed  ;  I  wiped  it  off  again,  and 
tried  to  introduce  my  probe,  but  could  not  do  it, 
there  being  no  fenfible  opening,  but  the  water 
tranfuding  only  thro’  the  cicatrice  ;  I  gathered 
from  thence,  that  it  muft  be  very  thin  in  that 
place  j  whereupon  J  pricked  it  with  my  lancer, 
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enlarged  the  wound,  and  put  m  four  fingers  fuc- 
cefiively.  The  membranes  began  then  to  appear, 
and  the  pains  encreafing,  they  pufhed  out,  firft  to 
the  bignefs  of  an  egg,  then  as  large  as  my  fift ; 
finding  a  confiderable  dilatation,  I  opened  them  \ 
the  child’s  head  got  into  the  os  tinc^e^  the  pains 
keeping  fiill  increafing,  and  the  child,  who  was 
very  ftrong,  ftirring  on  its  part,  together  with  the 
help  I  gave,  the  labour^  that  was  but  juft  before 
defperate,  was  foon  at  an  end.  The  mother  was 
not  long  before  fhe  got  up  again, 

Observat  ion  CCCXXXIX. 

A  furgeon’s  wife,  who  lived  fix  leagues  off,  hav^ 
ing  loft  her  hufband  while  Ihe  was  with  child,  re-. 
moved  to  Valognes,  Her  time  being  pretty  near, 
the  waters  came  away  without  her  feeling  any  pre¬ 
vious  pains ;  two  days  after  ftie  felt  them,  upon 
which  fhe  fent  for  me  :  Being  gone  four  leagues  off 
to  a  man  I  had  trepanned,  fhe  was  forced,  befides 
the  midwife,  to  call  in  another  furgeon,  who  find¬ 
ing  the  child’s  head  juft  entered  the  os  tinc^e^  told 
the  midwife  what  flie  had  to  do,  and  went  away. 
He  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  the  midwife,  imagin¬ 
ing  herfelf  to  be  more  knowing  than  he,  fet  about 
working  in  the  beft  manner  fhe  could,  and  per- 
fifted  in  it  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  at 
which  time  fhe  was  brought  to  bed,  but  her  fenfes 
were  gone  ;  the  child  was  dead,  and  her  private 
parts  were  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  they  mortified 
all  over  *,  but  by  the  care  of  her  furgeon,  flic  was 
cured  in  two  months,  fb  that  nothing  extraordinary 
appeared  outwardly.  As  llie  was  a  widow,  the 
vagina  was  not  fo  much  regarded.  When  the 
menfes  began  to  take  their  ufual  courfe,  fhe  fuffered 
violent  pains  for  feveral  days,  till  the  humours, 
which  had  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  corruption, 

that 
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that  no-body  could  come  near  her,  had  overcome 
the  obllacle  that  detained  them  *,  this  ufed  to  lad 
feven  or  eight  days,  and  return  again  three  weeks 
after.  She  laboured  under  thefe  complaints  for  five 
or  fix  months,  without  fpeaking  of  it  to  any  body  ; 
after  this  fhe  had  her  menfes  regularly,  as  before  her 
being  with  child. 

She  was  fought  in  marriage,  but  before  fhe  en¬ 
gaged  in  it,  fhe  afked  her  furgeon,  whether  there 
was  any  thing  that  fhould  hinder  her  from  it ;  he 
afifured  her  not,  and  accordingly  fhe  married,  but 
did  not  find  in  the  embraces  of  this  hufband  what 
fhe  had  loft  in  the  other ;  fhe  at  firfl  imputed  the 
fault  to  him,  but  recolleding  what  had  befallen 
her,  fhe  fent  for  me.  I  found  a  coherence  about 
an  inch  within  the  vagina :  when  I  pufhed  in 
my  finger,  it  gave  way,  the  breadth  furnifhing  to 
the  length.  I  told  her,  that  all  that  could  be 
done,  was  to  open  it.  She  defired  me  to  write  up 
the  cafe  to  FarU  ;  I  accordingly  fent  it  to  Mr.  Du 
^ertre^  furgeon  to  the  king,  who  approved  of 
what  I  advifed,  and  cautioned  me  at  the  fame  time 
againfl  the  hemorrhage.  The  fear  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  carried  it  before  the  pleafure  of  being  cured  ; 
her  hufband  and  fhe  were  once  going  to  part,  on 
account  of  the  apparent  impoflibility  of  confum- 
mating  the  marriage,  but  however,  they  ftill  kept 
doing  as  before,  and  fhe  became  big  with  child. 

She  fent  for  me  to  lay  her.  The  pains  were 
flrong  when  I  came,  and  increafed  confiderably, 
I  touched  her  by  the  anus^  and  found  the  child  in 
the  waters,  flrong,  and  well  fituated,  and  a  hard 
callous  body,  which  occupied  one  part  of  the  va¬ 
gina.  Whatever  fearch  I  could  make  with  the 
help  of  a  light,  I  found  no  opening  that  would 
admit  of  the  lead  probe  %  upon  this  1  made  an  in- 
cifion  an  inch  below  the  urethra^  cutting  only  with 
one  fide  of  my  knife,  arid  continued  it  down¬ 
wards 
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wards  at  feveral  times,  trying  every  now  and  then^ 
whether  my  finger,  hand,  or  fpecidum  matricis  would 
not  perfedl:  the  dilatation  ;  I  got  thro*  at  laft,  and 
took  away  all  the  callous  parts:  I  all  along  kept 
my  finger  in  ano^  it  ferving  me  as  a  diredlor,  to 
know  how  deep  I  had  to  go. 

The  blood  poured  down  pretty  plentifully,  but 
the  pains  increafing  immediately,  the  membranes 
pufhed  out  and  broke  *,  the  head  prefented  at  the 
crowning,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  could  be  of 
no  fervice.  The  pains  went  off  for  three  hours, 
but  not  a  drop  of  blood  came  away,  the  vefiels 
being  ftrongly  comprefied  by  the  head.  The  pains 
having  returned  at  lafl:,  the  delivery  was  over  in  lels 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  drefied  the  parts 
with  a  peflary  made  on  purpofe,  to  prevent  them 
from  adhering  again. 

She  bred  again  three  months  after,  and  when 
labour  came  on,  they  were  going  to  'fend  for  me  \ 
but  Ihe  was  brought  to  bed  before  they  were  gone. 

O  BSERVATION  CCCXL. 

~  A  baker’s  wife,  who  lived  at  the  bridge  of  Al- 
grevtlle^  a  league  off,  having  been  twice  delivered  of 
dead  children,  and  being  a  third  time  with  child, 
a  neighbour  of  hers  quarrelling  with  her,  told  her, 
fhe  again  carried  about  her  what  would  ferve  to 
dung  a  cabbage.  Both  her  hufband  and  Ihe  were 
fo  affronted  at  this  reproach,  that  they  came  to 
beg  my  affiftance  when  fhe  fhould  want  it,  that 
they  might  prevent  the  fame  accident.  They  told 
me,  they  could  not  conceive  how  fhe  had  bred^ 
after  what  fhe  had  fuffered  in  her  laft  labour,  I 
examined  her,  and  found  a  hard  callous  body, 
which  began  underneath  the  urethra,,  and  went  on 
obliquely  to  the  reblumy  at  two  inches  from  its  ex¬ 
tremity,  the  vagina  and  redium  being  fo  perforated 

as 
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as  to  admit  the  thumb,  the  faeces  came  thro’  this^ 
falling  involuntarily  into  the  vagina^  without  her 
perceiving  it.  The  fpindler  mufcle  was  by  this 
means  quite  ufelefs  *,  the  os  tincce  was  covered  by 
this  callous  body,  and  its  communication  with  the 
entrance  of  the  vagina  in  appearance  intercepted. 

1  left  it  to  the  time  of  her  lying-in,  to  examine  the 
reft.  I  was  fetched  when  it  happened  and  found 
her  with  fuch  violent  pains,  that  it  feemed  as  if  all 
her  inwards  were  coming  out.  I  touched  her  to 
fee  whether  there  was  no  alteration  in  the  parts  5 
but  as  before  1  found  that  fort  of  fiftula,  which  went 
from  the  vagina  to  the  retium^  and  by  it,  I  could 
perceive  thro’  the  callous  body  that  the  child  was 
alive,  but  it  was  too  thick  and  hard  to  let  me  judge 
what  part  prefented.  The  cafe  called  for  difpatch, 
convulfions  and  fainting  fits  began  already  to  feize 
her.  I  refolved  upon  delivering  her  •,  to  that  effedt 
I  made  ufe  of  the  fpeculum^  to  have  the  callous  body 
in  full  view  •,  I  pafted  my  lancet  thro’  it,  having 
firft  armed  it  with  tow,  and  made  way  for  my 
finger  ;  but  this  was  of  fmall  fervice,  the  callofity 
was  too  hard  :  I  then  made  ufe  of  the  fpeculum  in- 
ftead  of  my  finger,  but  this  not  fucceeding  better, 
I  again  had  recourfe  to  my  lancet,  with  which, 
with  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  at  feveral  times,  I 
enlarged  the  incifion,  and  made  room  to  get  in 
my  hand.  I  met  with  the  buttocks,  the  membranes 
broke  at  the  very  next  pain ;  I  pufhed  back  the 
buttocks  and  joined  the  feet  together  •,  but  the 
opening  was  too  fmall  to  bring  them  out  along 
with  my  hand,  the  nearnefs  of  the  other  parts 
hindered  me  from  cutting  any  further,  and  the 
hardnefs  of  the  vagina  and  return  which  adhered 
together,  made  my  hand  and  fpeculum  equally  ufe¬ 
lefs.  The  child  ftirred  very  brifkly,  and  I  could 
eafily  have  brought  out  one  foot,  but  the  delivery 
could  not  be  performed  without  bringing  out  both 

together. 
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together.  At  length,  with  much  labour  and  pa¬ 
tience,  the  pains  which  till  now  had  kept  growing 
lharper  and  (harper,  ceafed  all  on  a  fudden,  fo  that 
(he  fell  in  a  fort  of  calmnefs,  which  I  made  fo  good 
a  ufe  of,  that  I  got  out  the  two  feet,  whole  mo¬ 
tions  alTured  us  of  the  child's  life  :  I  chriftene(;l  it, 
and  the  mother  was  much  contented  with  the 
'  thoughts  of  having  it  buried  in  facred  ground.  I 
left  nothing  untried  to  bring  the  child  into  the 
world,  as  it  had  begun,  but  I  could  not  compals 
it ;  it  lived  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  having  re¬ 
mained  above  half  an  hour  in  the  paffage  5  it  being 
even  a  happy  thing  that  I  made  (hift  to  bring' out 
the  body  and  head,  and  it  was  not  without  the 
greateft  -care  that  I  did  it.  I  eafily  brought  away 
the  placenta  whole.  The  mother  did  very  well, 
barring  her  old  diforder,  which  remained  as  be¬ 
fore. 

Before  we  refolve  upon  the  cafarem  operation, 
to  fave  a  child  that  (ticks  in  the  paffage,  we  (hould 
firfl  be  certain,  whether  it  is  alive ;  and  whether 
we  can  know  this  or  not,  the  four  following  cafes 
will  (hew. 

Observation  CCCXLI. 

The  nineteenth  of  March  1687,  the  attorney- 
general  of  this  town  defired  me  to  go  to  Hain^  to 
lay  a  tenant  of  his.  She  had  been  in  labour  three 
days,  and  had  not  felt  her  child  (tir  all  that  time  *, 

-  it  fell  as  a  lump  on  whatever  fide  (he  laid,  the  wa¬ 
ters  had  been  gone  off  two  days,  and  the  meco¬ 
nium  was  difeharged  in  great  quantity.  The  child 
was  well  placed,  and  the  flight  pains  which  the 
mother  had,  made  the  head  advance  in  the  paf¬ 
fage,  but  it  went  back  again  as  each  pain  ceafed. 

She  was  exceeding  weak,  and  her  extremities  were, 
cold  s  but  as  (he  had  a  good  heart,  took  things  to 

keep 
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keep  up  her  (Irength,  and  no  cadaverous  fmell  ex¬ 
haled  from  the  private  parts :  I  ftaid  quietly  with 
her  from  the  morning  to  feven  at  nighty  when  two 
flrong  pains  coming  brifKly'Upon  one  another, 
gave  us  a  boy^  full  of  meconium^  without  crying  or 
moving  ;  and  who  as  foon  as  born,  retook  the 
fame  pofture  it  had  in  the  uterus,  I  wafhed  him 
with  warm  wine,  made  him  fwallow  fome,  and  het. 
recovered  his  ifrength,  and  is  now  grown  a  man* 
The  mother  too  did  very  well. 

Reflexion. 

•  It  was  fortunate  for  the  child,  that  he  had  to  do 
with  no  crotchet  man,  and  for  the  mother^  with  no 
c<efarean  operator. 

Observation  CCCXLIL 

The  fourth  of  November  1699,  the  wife  of  one 
belonging  to  the  patrol,  fent  for  me.  I  did  not 
find  things  fo  as  to  make  us  expedf  the  delivery  yet  5 
the  night  pafied  on  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in 
the  morning  the  pains  increafed,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  the  child’s  head  got  into  the  paflage. 
So  good  a  beginning  made  me  hope  that  all  would 
go  well,  but  things  kept  on  in  the  fame  manner 
for  five  days  *,  a  fever  feized  her  on  the  fourth,  and 
run' very  high  the  fifth  day  in  the  evening;  her 
face  was  bloated,  her  eyes  funk  and  dead,  her  lips 
of  a  purple  colour,  her  breath  very  offenfive,  her 
belly  tenfe,  and  up  to  her  chin  ;  the  head  clofed 
the  palTage  fo  exadly,  that  nothing  could  come 
away  one  fide  or  other,  fince  the  difcharge  of  the^ 
waters,  we  could  neither  give  her  any  glyfters,  or 
make  ufe  of  the  catheter which  occafioned  a  tenfe- 
nefs  and  hardnefs  of  the  belly,  attended  with 
gripings  more  or  l^fs  intenfe  all  the  while  ;  a  reddifh 

G  g  ferum 
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Jenm  infterlotura  carnium  proceeded  from^the  private 
parts ;  none  but  myfelf  could  bear  to  ftay  in  the 
room,  on  account  of  its  bad  fmell.  Finding  that 
the  child  had  ceafed  giving  any  fign  of  life  ever 
fince  the  day  before,  and  that  nothing  was  to  be  , 
expe6led  on  the  fide  of  nature,  I  called  in  Mr. 
Des  Roftcrs^  a  man  of  found  judgment  and  expe¬ 
rience.  He  by  all  means  advifed  delivery^  as  we 
had  the  moft  likely  figns  of  the  child’s  being  dead, 
and  the  mother  muft  infallibly  die  without  a  fpeedy 
affiftance.  I  joined  in  his  opinion,  confidering,  be- 
fides  that  the  bladder  and  redfum  underwent  fuch  a 
compreffion,  that  it  was  much  to  be  feared  they 
would  mortify,  whence  by  the  falling  off  of  the 
Houghs  an  involuntary  difcharge  of  the  urine  and 
excrements  might  enfue.  Accordingly  I  opened  the 
cranium  with  my  knife,  holding  the  back  of  it  to¬ 
wards  the  urethra^  and  my  hand  underneath  the 
head  ;  I  emptied  part  of  the  brain,  hooked  in  the 
head  with  my  hand,  and  brought  it  out  with  the 
body  without  the  help  of  any  other  inftrument. 
The  child  after  this  had  fbll  life  in  it,  and  long 
enough  to  be  chriftened.  The  chord  was  fo  rotten, 
that  it  broke  off  every  time  I  tried  to  ufe  it  in 
bringing  away  the  placenta^  which  forced  me  to 
loofen  it  with  my  hand  ;  it  was  as  corrupted  as  the 
chord  itfelf.  As  foon  as  the  paffage  was  free,  all 
that  had  been  retained  fo  long,  poured  out  in  great 
quantity,  making  exadlly  the  fame  noife  as  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  emptying  a  ftone  pitcher  by  turning 
it  upfide  down,  which  I  never  had,  nor  ever  have 
met  with  fince.  There  was  no  body  that  could 
bear  the  fmell  that  filled  the  room. 

The  parts  mortified,  or  rather,  were  already 
mortified  before  the  delivery^  as  was  very  evident 
by  the  intolerable  odour  that  exhaled  from  them  ; 
the  urine  and  excrements  came  away  involuntarily, 
but  by  good  treatment,  in  lefs  than  a  month  the 

parts 
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jparts  were  all  healed^  and  perforrried  their  ufual 
fundions  as  well  as  before.  1  have  delivered  her 
four  times  fince.  She  never  had  but  one  natural 
birth; 

Observation  CCCXLIII. 


The  eighth  of  March  1700,  a  lady  feVetl  months 
gone  with  child,  in  getting  out  of  her  coach,  fell 
down  upon  her  belly  ^  being  very  tall,  the  fall  was 
the  worfe  5  fhe  felt  no  pain  the  reft  of  the  day,  but 
felt  fome  in  the  night,  which  increafed  by  the 
morning.  She  fent  for  me,  and  hearing  the  pains 
affeded  only  the  umbilical  region,  the  loins  and 
lower  belly  having  no  lhare  in  them,  and  that  the 
child  was  felt  to  ftir  brifkly,  I  advifed  her  only  to 
keep  her  bed,  and  to  take  a  glyfter  made  with 
whey,  and  two  ounces  of  honey  of  violets,  and  to 
eat  nothing  but  a  little  foup  and  fowl,  that  fhe 
might  not  overload  herfelf.  By  thefe  means  the 
pains  went  quite  off,  and  fhe  ftill  faidj  that  fhe  felt 
her  child.  There  was  no  alteration  of  colour  in 
her  face,  fhe  had  no  ficknefs,  no  load  in  her  belly 
in  whatever  pofture  fhe  was,  flept  well,  without 
dreaming  or  ftarting ;  not  any  one  thing  extraor¬ 
dinary  happened,  to  her  ninth  month’s  end  ;  fhe 
then  felt  fome  flight  pains,  which  fhe  fent  me  word 
of :  I  immediately  haftened  to  her ;  the  pains  in¬ 
creafed,  the  waters  came  away,  and  the  child  pre- 
fented  ;  I  aflced  her  again,  whether  flie  felt  her 
child,  and  fhe  faid  fhe  had  ftill  felt  it,  fince  I  had 
been  with  her.  I  found  the  hairy  fcalp  advancing 
in  the  paffage  after  the  manner  of  a  bladder  full 
of  water,  which  I  might  have  miftaken  for  the 
membranes^  had  I  not  been  prefent  at  the  coming 
away  of  the  waters,  but  I  perceived  the  hairs  flick¬ 
ing  on  thefe  forts  of  membranes^  this  kind  of  head 
or  bladder  advancing  with  the  pains,  came  out 

G  g  2  enough- 
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enough  for  me  to  aflift  it.  Its  length  and  extent 
fa rprized  me  ;  it  feemed  full  of  v/ater,  in  which 
was  diffolved  the  brain,  and  the  coronal^  parietale^ 
and  occipital  bones,  which  fell  in  this  fort  of  bladder, 
as  they  came  out  of  the  vagina^  being  all  jumbled 
together ;  the  bones  of  the  face  were  whole,  and 
I  eafily  got  them  out,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
body.  ‘  I  afced  again,  whether  fhe  was  fure  that 
file  had  felt  the  child,  and  fhe  affirmed  it  very  po- 
fitively  ;  as  flie  was  a  fenfible  woman,  and  had 
been  but  little  royled  by  the  pains,  I  made  no 
doubt  of  there  being  another  child,  efpecially  as  I 
found  fome  refiftance  in  the  placenta.  I  introduced 
my  hand,  and  found  nothing  but  a  fmall  dried-up 
placenta^  which  adhered  fo  clofely  to  the  Tides  of 
the  uterus.,  that  it  was  all  I  could  do  to  loofen  it  off. 

The  child  feemed  to  be  no  more  than  feven 
months  old^-,  it  looked  as  if  all  its  fleffi  had  been 
taken  away,  and  the  fkin  ftuck  again  upon  its  face 
and  bones.  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  fall  was 
what  killed  this  child  ;  it  might  not,  indeed,  die 
immediately,  not  perhaps  till  the  flefh  and  hu¬ 
mours  were  all  confumed  away,  growing  till  then, 
weaker  and  weaker,  by  degrees.  The  child  was 
not  corrupted,  becaufe  the  air  was  not  able  to  get 
at  it'*,  and  the  motions  which  women  imagine  they 
feel  at  thefe  times,  are  owing  to  the  fermentation 
which  happens  to  the  humours,  during  fo  long  a 
ftay.  I  believe  the  child  to  have  been  dead  about 
fix  weeks.  The  mother  was  ill  five  or  fix  days, 
but  recovered  entirely  in  three  weeks  time. 

Observation  CCCXLIV. 

The  twenty- fecond  of  September  1705,  a  baker’s 
wife,  who  lived  juft  by  me,  a  ftrong  hail  woman, 
font  for  me.  She  had  gone  her  full  time,  without 
having  fuffered  the  ufual  complaints  of  breeding 

women. 
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women.  The  membranes  were  juft  opened  as  I  en¬ 
tered  the  room  ;  I  ftaid  wiih  her  two  hours,  with¬ 
out  any  pain  returning ;  upon  this  I  went  about 
my  moft  urging  bufinefs,  promifing  her,  at'  the 
lame  time,  not  to  be  far  off,  and  to  call  every  now 
and  then.  She  often  felt  her  child  ftir.  Three 
days  and  half' the  third  night  pafted  on  in  this 
manner.  She  always  told  me,  that  fhe  felt  her 
child.  Upon  her  having  fome  very  ftrong  pains 
about  twelve  at  night,  I  was  fetched  to  her  *,  the 
firft  fhe  had  after  I  was  come,  being  over,  I  touched 
her,  and  found  the  head  beginning  to  get  into  the 
paftage;  but  it  was  foft,  as  membranes  full  of  water: 
This  foft  head  advanced  with  every  pain,  ib  that  1 
was  able  to  help  it  on,  before  it  was  quite  out  of 
the  paftage  ;  the  bones,  inftead  of  being  quite  fe- 
parated,  held  together,  but  gave  way  in  coming 
thro’,  adjulling  themfelves  to  the  form  of  the 
paftage,  but  retook  pretty  near  their  own  fhape, 
wdien  they  were  once  out  *,  the  head  was  of  fuch  a 
prodigious  fize,  that  it  could  never  have  come  our, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  its  foftnefs:  I  was  furprized, 
after  my  having  got  out  the  head,  at  my  not  being 
able  to  bring  out  the  body  ;  it  was  detained  by  the 
chords  tho’  it  made  but  one  turn  round  the  neck : 
Having  made  feveral  trials,  I  w^as  forced  to  carry 
my  fciftfars  upon  my  finger,  between  the  neck  and 
chords  and  cut  it  thro’.  I  w^as  ftill  after  this  forced 
to  Hide  my  fingers  between  the  arm-pits,  before  I 
could  bring  out  the  fhoulders  *,  I  then  difengaged 
the  arm  :  The  child  was  fo  large,  that  I  was  ftill 
forced  to  ufe  a  great  deal  of  violence,  till  the  but¬ 
tocks  were  out.  The  placenta  came  away  eafily, 
and  the  chord  was  fo  ftiort,  that  the  hand  that  held 
it  was  forced  to  be  in  the  vagina. 
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Reflexion. 

I  believe,  that  the  (hortnefs  of  the  chords  which 
alfo  went  once  round  the  neck  of  the  child,  was 
fo  fqueezed,  when  it  was  no  longer  fuftained  by 
the  waters,  that  the  courfe  of  the  blood  was  inter¬ 
cepted  in  the  fame  manner  that  it  is,  when  the 
chord  comes  out  with  the  head,  that  however  the 
blood  had  liberty  to  flow  through  the  arteries,  but 
that  the  veins,  which  are  more  fuperficial,  being 
often  obftrudlcd,  the  head  filled  beyond  meafure, 
and  caufed  the  child’s  death.  The  hands  and  feet 
might  move  about  by  chance,  as  fhe  changed  her' 
pofture,  and  make  her  believe,  that  fhe  felt  it  flir. 
The  head  could  not  have  been  fo  big  above  three 
days,  as  might  be  judged  from  the  face  being 
black,  and  the  head  quite  corrupted  ;  while  the 
reft  of  the  body,  from  the  neck  to  the  feet,  was  of 
the  ufual  colour  of  children,  that  come  well  into 
the  world. 

Left  any  bold  rafh  man  fhpuld  attempt  the 
rean  operation,  where  there  is  no  neceffity,  as  has 
been  pradifed  but  too  often,  I  have  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  put  it  out  of  all  difpute,  that  it  ought 
never  to  be  attempted,  but  in ‘the  cafe  of  the  ill 
formation  of  the  bones,  which  is  a  thing  that  very 
feldom  heppens,  and  that  ail  other  cafes  in  general 
admit  of  other  helps. 

Tho’  in  the  cafes  I  have  related,  where  there 
was  an  acjhefion,  or  callous  body  in  the  vagina^  or 
an  entire  clofure  of  the  external  lips,  there  was  no 
fenfible  paffage  by  which  the  femen  could  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  uterus^  yet  I  make  no  doubt  of  there 
being  fuch,  as  would  admit  of  the  moft  fpirituous 
part  of  the  femen^  which  might  be  fufficient  to  im¬ 
pregnate,  the  reft  ferving  only  as  vehicle  to  this : 
That  there  was  fome  fort  of  opening  appears,  from 
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the  menfes  finding  their  way,  tho*  this  might  hap¬ 
pen  thro’  the  ipongy  flefh,  as  it  does  fometimes  in 
the  cicatrices  of  old  wounds. 

CHAP.  XI. 

Of  fever al  uncommon  births.  ■ 

IT  is  the  cuflom  v/ith  ail  authors,  to  relate  what¬ 
ever  uncommon  births  have  fallen  under  tlteir 
infpedlion,  to  f]:iew  others  how  to  behave  on  the 
like  occafions  ^  conformable  to  them,  I  relate  tlie 
following  ones, 

Observat  I  ON  CCCXLV. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  ^uly  1694,  I  was  fetched 
to  a  dealer  in  old  cloaths,  who  had  been  in  labour 
ever  fince  the  night  before,  and  whofe  child  pre- 
fented  wrong.  The  waters  being  gone  off  and  the 
pains  very  ftrong,  I  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  fituation  of  the  child.  I  found  one 
foot,  joined  it  to  the  other,  that  was  pretty  near, 
and  finifhed  the  delivery  in  an  ipiftant,  and  the 
centa  followed  without  trouble.  It  was  a  girl  *,  fne 
had  no  fign  of  life,  tho®  the  mother,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  about  her,  ail  afhrmcd  that  Ihe  had  ftirred 
very  much,  and  very  brifffly,  and  that  it  \Yas  bu| 
a  moment  fince  it  left  off  moving. 

Reflexion. 

This  girl  was  of  the  ufual  fize,  and  well  formed 
in  every  part  of  her  body,  from  the  feet  to  the 
upper  eye-lids  •,  her  eyes  were  in  the  orbits,  and 
the  ears  where  they  fhould  be  ;  but  inftead  of  the 
coronal.^  parietale.,  and  occipital  bones,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  a  bony  cap,  which  adhered  to  the  bon.es 
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of  the  fuperior  jaw,  on  which  refts  the  brain,  in 
the  natural  order  •,  but  here  there  was  not  the  leaft 
bit  of  it,  no  more  than  of  the  cerebellum. 

This  fpedlacle  deferving  attention,  I  got  toge¬ 
ther  Dr.  houcet  and  Fortier^  two  gentlemen  of  good 
fenfe  and  learning,  and  feveral  other  curious  per- 
fons,  in  whofe  prefence  I  raifed  the  hairy  fcalp, 
and  laid  bare  this  bone,  which  was  without  any 
futures,  but  equal  in  its  whole  external  furface:  I 
tried  to  raife  one  part  of  it,  to  fee  whether  there 
was  not  another  table,  with  fome  portion  of  brain, 
cerebellum,,  or  meninges,,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  the  fu- 
perficies  being  raifed,  all  the  reft  vras  a  fpongy 
fubftance,  foniewhat  like  the  diploe,,  but  not  quite 
fo  liquid  *,  the  knife  raifing  it  eafily,  in  it  were 
confounded  the  os  ethmcides  and  fphenoides,,  without 
any  divilion  or  feparation.  The  exterior  part  of 
the  fuperior  jaw,  which  forms  the  palate,  ferved  to 
it  inftead  of  a  fecond  table,  both  together  not  be¬ 
ing  an  inch  thick,  I  could  remark  in  the  palate, 
neither  nerves,  veins,  or  arteries.  The  medulla  ob^ 
longata  was  fattened  to  this  bone,  as  it  is  in  other 
heads,  out  of  which  it  comes  out  to  be  the  begin¬ 
ning,  or  as  others  would  have  it,  the  ending  of  the 
brain,  its  infide  having  nothing  unufual ;  the  eyes, 
with  their  coats  and  humours,  held  to  the  optick 
nerve  in  the  bottom  of  the  orbit,  as  eyes  always 
do  ;  and  the  other  veflels  of  the  fuperior  jaw,  did 
not  differ  from  their  ufual  courfc,  as  to  their  en¬ 
trance,  and  coming  out  of  the  brain  *,  this  made 
me  conjedure,  that  thefe  veffels  performed  in  fome 
manner,  their  office  in  this  fpongy  offeous  fub¬ 
ftance,  experience  teaching  us,  that  confiderable 
veffels  preferve  their  pulfation  in  the  very  fubftance 
of  bones  *,  by  this  means  there  might  be  fpifits 
enough  feparated  in  the  brain,  to  enable  the  nerve 
of  the  eighth  pair,  called  by  the  ancients  fextavaga,, 
to  give  a  fuflicient  motion  to  the  heart  to  carry  on 
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the  circulation,  the  blood  in  ^fatus  paffing  from 
one  ventricle  to  the  other,  thro’  the  foramen  ovale^ 
and  wanting  no  other,  or  little  more  impulfe,  than 
what  it  receives  from  the  mother ;  as  for  the  eyes, 
ears,  and  tongues,  as  they  are  of  no  ufe  before  the 
child  is  born,  they  might  be  deficient  of  nerves  5 
and  had  this  child  lived,  thefe  organs  had  never 
been  able  to  perform  their  funftions. 

There  was  no  wonder,  if  the  legs  and  arms  of 
this  child  had  their  due  motions,  thefe  parts  re¬ 
ceive  their  nerves  from  the  medulla  fpinalis^  which 
was  here  in  its  natural  ftatc. 

According  to  Defcartes^  this  child,  who  had  as 
'fine  a  face,  as  any  new-born  child  I  ever  faw', 
could  not  be  a  reafonable  human  creature;  for  as 
file  wanted  the  glandula  pinealis^  which  according 
to  him,  is  the  feat  of  the  foul,  fiie  could  have  no 
foul  at  all. 

Observation  CCCXLVI. 

The  feventh  of  May  1700,  I  was  defired  to  delu 
ver  a  carpenter’s  wife,  who  had  been  three  days  in 
labour ;  the  pains  being  firong  and  frequent,  inftead 
of  being  a*bed,  I  made  her  get  up,  and  fit  down 
upon  the  lap  of  a  firong  woman.  There  accrued 
fo  great  a  benefit  from  this  fituation,  ,  that  the 
child,  whofe  head  was, already  pretty  far  advanced, 
came  out  after  two  or  three  firong  pains. 

The  bones  of  the  fuperior  jaw  in  this  child,  were 
perfe(fi,  but  there  was  nq  more  of  the  flcull,  than  is 
generally  left  on,  when  it  is  fawed  off*,  to  fiiew  the 
brain  ;  there  was  only  a  pretty  thick  membrane^ 
from  the  middle  of  which  arofe  a  confiderable 
flefliy  excrefcence,  with  a  fmall  ftalk,  near  the  os 
ethmoides  and  fphensides^  and  fwelled  out  bigger,  as 
the  largefi  forts  of  muflirooms  do,  being  about  the 

breadth 
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breath  of  a  plate.  I  faw  nothing  in  the  reft,  but 
what  agreed  with  the  foregoing. 

Observation  CCCXLVII, 

The  eleventh  of  January  1703,  a  midwife  fent 
for  me  to  aftift  a  woman,  who  had  been  in  labour 
ever  fince  the  day  before,  and  whofe  cafe  Ihe  knew 
not  what  to  make  of.  I  found  the  waters  gone  off, 
and  the  child  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  I  could 
not  make  myfelf  certain  of  its  fituation  by  this 
firft  trial.  The  mother,  and  thofe  about  her, 
who  had  been  eye  witneffes,  affured  me,  that  the 
child  had  ftirred  very  much,  and  not  long  fince. 
I  made  her  take  a  fituation  more  commodious  for 
me,  and  then  found,  that  the  child  prefented  the 
fide ;  upon  which  I  brought  it  out  by  the  feet  with 
a  great  deal  of  eafe,  the  placenta  following  of  its 
owh  accord.  It  was  a  girl,  which  I  had  carried 
home,  and  before  Dr.  Fromont^  and  other  gentle¬ 
men,  examined  what  was  particular  in  her  confor¬ 
mation. 

All  was  natural  from  the  feet  to  the  fhoulders^ 
which  the  head  was  immediately  fattened  on,  without 
any  appearance  of  neck;  twofmall  ears,  pretty  much 
like  thofe  of  a  cat,  were  fattened  to  the  (boulders ; 
the  chin  was  contiguous  to  the  upper  part  of  the  fter- 
mm  and  clavicles  ;  the  mouth,  lips,  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  nofe,  were  pretty  natural  *,  but  its  upper 
part  paffed  over  the  os  ethmoides  and  fphenoideSy  or 
rather,  the  part  where  they  fhould  have  been  ; 
becaufe  in  this  place  it  was  no  longer  a  human 
face,  but  fomething  fo  odd,  that  it  had  no  refem- 
blance  to  any  animal  I  had  ever  feen  ;  there  was 
no  forehead,  the  eyes  were  rather  backwards,  than 
on  the  fuperior  part ;  the  back  part  was  formed 
by  a  fort  of  cartilage,  like  that  which  is  remarked 
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p  the  hinder  part  of  a  calPs  head  ;  the  hairy 
fcalp  feemed  as  raifed  on  purpofe,  and  flit,  begin¬ 
ning  with  two  forts  of  proceflfes  from  each  eye, 
,each  part  being  at  about  three  fingers  diftance 
[*  from  one  another,  and  terminating  as  two  tails  in 
the  pofterior  inferior  part  of  the  falfe  ribs.  The 
middle  fpace  in  all  this  extent  was  a  fort  of  fiefli, 
having  the  fame  appearance  with  that  of  a  dead 
body,  when  the  common  integuments  are  raifed  ; 
the  hair  grew  to  the  fcalp,  and  formed  the  two 
fides  of  this  flefliy  parr,  forming  a  fort  of  embroi- 
.dery,  and  becoming  fhorter,  as  they  were  farther 
off  from  the  head.  I  opened  her,  and  found  no¬ 
thing  extraordinary  in  abdomen  ox  thorax  \  but 
all  was  fo  confufed  in  the  mufcles  and  veflels  of 
the  neck,  tongue,  and  ^fophagns^  that  I  could 
make  nothing  of  them.  I  found  neither  meninges^ 
brain,  or  cerebellum  *,  the  whole  head  being  but  one 
bone.  I  had  all  thefe  parts  well  walked  ;  but  all 
my  care  only  ferved  to  prove  to  me,  that  I  could 
make  out  nothing  further. ,  I  fixed  upon  the  eyes ; 
they  were  in  fome  forts  of  fmall  orbits,  but  fo  fu- 
perficial,  that  it  hardly  feemed  that  there  were 
any  *,  they  held  by  the  optick  nerves,  and  had '"all 
their  coats  and  humours  *,  not  indeed  exadlly  as 
other  eyes,  but  much  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
vertebrae  of  the  back  and  fpinal  marrow  made  a 
fort  of  a  bow,  to  gain  the  oflTeous  cartilage,  that 
formed  the  hinder  part  of  the  head,  to  the  nerves 
that  proceeded  from  this  fpinal  marrow,  were  owing 
to  the  motions  of  the  child. 

Obseryation  CCCXLVIII, 

The  twenty-fifth  of  Augufi  1710,  a  woman  I  had 
delivered  feveral  times,  fent  for  me.  Her  pains 
were  ftrong  and  frequent,  and  the  waters  foon 

came 
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came  away;  the  pains  then  going  off,  and  finding 
the  child  at  a  great  diftance,  1  went  home  ;  it  was 
in  the  morning,  and  I  did  not  return  till  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  pains  encreafing  confiderably,  I 
found  in  touching  her,  fomething  foft  enough  to 
perfuade  me,  that  k  was  hill  the  waters ;  but  as 
its  confidence  and  fize  did  not  alter,  either  before, 
during,  or  after  the  pains,  I  began  to  doubt  what 
it  could  be,  as  it  advanced  with  every  pain,  and 
file  felt  her  child  move;  I  did  not  much  trouble 
myfelf  about  it,  and  at  lad  there  came  forth  a  live 
child  ;  the  part  that  prefented  was  a  long  head; 
the  brain  was  fiipported  by  the  os  ethmoides  and 
fphenoides^  and  covered  with  nothing  but  the  hairy 
fcalp,  the  frontal^  parietaky  and  occipital  bones 
being  wanting  ;  the  arms  were  but  three  inches 
long,  and  the  hands  of  the  fize  and  make  of  the 
fore-feet  of  a  mole  ;  the  legs  and  thighs  were  about 
four  inches  long,  which  indead  of  having  their 
articulation  with  the  ifehiumy  jutted  out  fide-ways, 
being  even  with  the  perineum  the  feet  were  like 
the  hinder  feet  of  'a  mole*  If  this  child  had  not 
prefented  the  head,  I  fhould  have  been  very  much 
puzzled  how  to  bring  it  away,  and  notwithdand- 
ing  rny  averfion  to  the  crotchety  I  mud  have  been 
forced  to  ufe  it  on  this  occafion.  . 

I  opened  this  child  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Tiro- 
monty  and  feveral  of  my  brethren,  and  all  was  in 
the  natural  order.  It  lived  but  jud  long  enough 
to  be  chridened. 

Observation  CCCXLIX. 

The  thirteenth  of  April  1712,  I  delivered  a  v/o- 
man  of  a  child,  that  had  a  mondrous  face,  the 
red  of  the  head  and  body  being  well  formed. 
The  forehead  was  exceeding  large  ;  on  its  lower 

partj 
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part,  betwixt  the  eye-brows,  hung!  an  appendix, 
-  exactly  like  a  penis ^  v/ith  a  preptitium  and  glans ; 
it  was  an  inch  long,  and  hung  over  the-  orbit, 
which  was  in  the  place  of  the  nofe,  of  which  there 
was  not  the  leaft  appearance  *,  and  in  this  orbit, 
which  was  oval,  and  larger  than  it  is  generally  for 
one  eye,  looking  as  if  it  ^had  been  bore  with  a 
wimble,  were  the  two  eyes,  with  their  coats,,, hu¬ 
mours,  and  membranes^  holding  to  the  optick  nerves, 
which  united  together;  there  was  no  mouth,,  and 
the  chin  was  as  long  as  the  forehead  was  high.  -As 
it  kept  moving,  I  fent  for  the  priefl:  to  chriflen  it, 
and  it  died  fome  hours  after. 

I  fliall  not  mention  feveral  children,  that  have 
fallen  under  my  inipeblion,  that  were  deficient  in 
fom.e  parts,  or  had  more  than  they  fhould  have, 
or  were  any  ways  marked  ;  I  will  only  fay,  that 
whenever  I  have  met  with  fix  fingers,  or  fix  toes, 
one  of  them  has  always  had  lefs  life  in  it,  than 
the  others,  and  would  afterwards  have  become 
troublefome  ;  for  which  reafon,  I  always  make  a 
ligature  round  them,  which  I  draw  clofer  and 
clofer  for  two  or  three  days,  by  which  means  they 
wither,  and  fall  off.  If  I  meet  with  any  excre- 
fcence,  that  has  a  fmall  bafis,  I  treat  it  in  the  fame 
manner. 

CHAP.  XII. 

^he  reafon^  why  we  cannot  forefee^  that  the 
navel-firing  will  come  down  before  the  bead, 

TH  E  fmallnefs  of  the  chords  the  weaknefs  of 
its  pulfation,  too  great  a  quantity  of  waters, 
and  the  folds  which  happen  to  the  membranes^  often 
prevent  us  from  forefeeing,  before  the  opening  of 
the  memhrafies^  that  the  chord  will  prefent  before  the 

head  ; 
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head ;  but  when  it  is  more  advanced  in  the  waters 
than  the  head,  being  got  between  the  head  and  mem¬ 
branes^  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  its  pulfation,  when  the' 
pain  ceafes,  and  the  waters  draw  back :  When  the 
pulfation  is  not  felt,  it  mull  be  owing  to  Ibme  of 
the  fore-mentioned  caufes,  or  to  the  chord  being  ftill 
too  high,  and  having  perhaps  no  dilpofition  to 
come  out,  if  it  had  not  been  carried  along  by  the 
great  quantity  and  rapidity  of  the  waters.  When¬ 
ever  we  are  able  to  forefee  the  coming  out  of  the 
chords  we  ought  immediately  to  proceed  to  delivery ^ 
the  cafe  requiring  more  or  lefs  expedition,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  violence  or  remiffnefs  the  pains. 

Observation  CCCL. 

\  » 

The  feventh  of  July  1 703,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
carpenter’s  wife,  who  had  been  in  labour  two  or 
three  hours,  with  ftrong  remote  pains.  I  found 
the  head  beginning  to  engage  in  the  paflage,  and 
the  pulfation  of  the  chord  was  very  plain  to  be  felt. 
Having  affured  myfelf  of  it  by  a  fecond  trial,  I 
opened  the  membranes,  and  brought  the  child  out 
by  the  feet.  As  the  pains  were  but  remote,  I  had 
time  to  lay  her  in  a  commodious  fituation  a-crofs 
her  bed,  without  being  forced  to  hurry  matters. 
The  child  was  hearty  and  well. 

Observation  CCCLI. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  December  1704,  as  I  was 
with  a  lady  fome  leagues  off  from  Vire,  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  woman  being  ill  of  a  very  high  fever, . 
and  in  labour  at  the  fame  time,  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  her,  the  midwife  finding  fomething  extraor¬ 
dinary.  The  waters  during  the  pain  advanced  to 
the  bign’efs  of  my  lift  with  a  confiderable  beating, 
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which  was  Hill  more  evident,  when  the  waters 
were  retired.  As  the  pains  were  very  ftrong,  and 
the  waters  ready  to  come  away,  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  left  the  head  Ihould,  upon  their 
coming  away  engage  in  the  paftage,  and  put  it 
out  of  my  power  to  fave  the  child’s  life  *,  accord¬ 
ingly  I  loft  no  time  in  making  her  change  her 
place  ;  I  only  put  a  folded  Iheet  under  her,  and 
delivered  her  immediately.  The  mother  and  child 
did  both  very  well. 
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Of  the  diforders  which  follow  deliveryi 

CHAPTER  1. 

Of  the  naveUjiring  s  being  broke^  and  the  pla¬ 
centa  left  in  the  uterus. 

WHEN  the  furgeon,  in  pulling  the  navel- 
ftring  to  bring  away  the  placenta^  happens 
to  break  it,  he  muft  immediately  loofen  the  placenta^' 
and  bring  it  away^  before  the  contradlion  of  the 
uterus  hinders  the  introdudion  of  his  hand  :  It  hap¬ 
pens  fometimes^  that  the  ftriag  is  broke,  tho’  the 

H  h  placenta 
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placenta  does  not  adhere  5  in  that  cafe  he  has  no-* 
thing  to  do,  but  to  pafs  his  hand  into  the  uterus^ 
and  bring  it  away.  When  the  placenta  has  been 
left  behind,  and  fome  days  have  paffed  after  the 
woman  has  been  brought  to  bed,  there  is  no^  ne- 
ceffity  to  introduce  the  arm  into  the  uterus  to  loofen 
it,  this  may  be  done  on  the  fecond  d  .y,  by  the 
help  of  four  fingers  only,  tho’  it  be  already  cor¬ 
rupted. 

Observation  CCCLII. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  December  1687,  I  delivered 
a  lady  four  leagues  off ;  fhe  had  a  fine  labour^  but 
the  placenta  was  fo  large,  that  tho’  it  was  Ipofe,  I 
was  forced  to  pafs  my  hand  into  the  uterus^  to  bring 
it  away. 

Reflexion. 

This  was  not  for  want  of  flrength  in  the  navel- 
ftring,  but  on  account  of  the  fudden  contradion 
of  the  uterus. 

Observation  CCCLIII. 

The  twenty-feventh  of  June  1694,  I  delivered  a 
lady,  whofe  child  came  into  the  world  in  a  very 
little  time,  but  the  placenta  refilled  againfl  all  the 
methods  I  could  think  of  to  bring  it  away,  by 
means  of  the  chord,,  which,  tho’  very  large,  and 
in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  I  ufed,  broke  to  its 
very  root,  tho’  not  of  a  pretty  confiderable  time ; 
for  as  there  was  no  hurry  required,  I  a6led  with  a 
great  deal  of  gentlenefs,  to  prevent  this  accident. 
I  then  introduced  my  hand,  which  was  the  only 
method  left  ^  and  as  it  adhered  every  where  equally, 
I  began  to  loofen  it  in  its  lower  part  on  the  left 
fide,  between  the  uterus  and  membranes,,  holding 

my 
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hiy  hand  flat-ways,  its  upper  fide  towards  the  uterus^ 
and  infide  towards  the  placenta^  continuing  to  a6t 
without  any  hurry,  till  it  was  detached  in  its  whole 
circumference :  I  brought  it  out  whole,  with  all 
its  membranes  \  and  after  this  made  her  take  fome 
broth,  and  lie  down;  ^ 

Reflexion; 

,  In  fpite  of  all  my  care,  I  have  feveral  times  met 
with  this  accident  of  the  firing’s  breaking. 

The  fpfeading  about  the  placenta^  for  the  fatif- 
fa6lion  of  the  by-ftanders,  is  a  thing  that  anlwers 
no  manner  of  purpofe  ;  for  tho’  it  fiiould  not  be 
whole,  it  is  eafy  to  make  it  appear  fo^  by  bringing 
the  divided  parts  together. 

*  i 

o  BSERVATION  CCCLIV. 

The  twenty-firft  of  December  1700,  I  was  con¬ 
cerned  for  a  lady^  that  had  a  very  quick  labour 
but  the  placenta^  whofe  firing  was  but  fmall,  was  a 
long  while  before  it  came  away.  As  I  had  ufed 
no  violence,  nothing  obliged  me  to  examine  it^ 
but  the  conftant  cufiom  I  have  of  doing  it,  which 
on  this  occafion,  proved  not  to  be  ufelefs.  I  found 
about  an  eighth  part  milTing,  beginning  at  the 
center,  and  growing  wider^  as  it  went  to  the  cir¬ 
cumference  ;  fo  that  by  bringing  the  divided  parts 
to  one  another,  there  feemed  to  be  no  defedl ; 
practice  and  experience  only  enabled  me  to  find 
it  out.  Without  faying  any  thing  to  any  body,  I 
introduced  my  hand  again  and  loofened  it,  bring¬ 
ing  it  out  with  what  clods  of  blood  I  could  ;  it  was 
fixed  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  ulerus:^  where  it 
extended  pretty  much  in  length,  but  little  in 
breadth.  According  to  cufiom,  I  made  her  take 
fome  broth,  and  lie  down  eafy. 

H  h  2  Re-  , 
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Reflexion. 

•s. 

This  firing,  tho’  fmall,  muft  have  been  very 
ftrong,  to  be  able  to  tear  the  fubllance  of  the  pla- 
centa^  fooner  than  break  itfelf. 

(  Observation  CGCLV, 

The  feventh  of  Augujl  1704,  a  lady  between 
five  and  fix  months  gone  with  child,  and  labouring 
under  a  very  high  fever,  fent  for  me.  I  bled  her 
twice,  and  adminillered  what  I  thought  proper  to 
appeafe  the  fever,  expedting  all  along,  that  fhe 
would  mifcarry.  On  the  fifth  day,  labour  pains 
came  on,  and  I  had  but  juft  time  to  lay  a  folded 
fheet  under  her,  before  a  live  child  dropped  into 
my  hands.  The  navel-ftring  of  fo  fmall  a  child,  , 
could  not  be  very  ftrong  *,  I  did  what  I  could  to 
bring  out  the  placenta  by  its  means ;  but  the  uterus^ 
as  moftly  happens,  pufhing  down  to  thruft  out  the 
child,  when  that  is  done,  recovers  on  a  fudden 
the  fituation  it  was  in  before  delivery  *,  and  in  this 
motion  caufed  the  firing  to  break,  tho’  1  might 
rather  be  faid  to  hold  it,  than  pull  it :  Without 
giving  time  to  the  uterus  to  clofe  entirely,  I  imme¬ 
diately  pafled  in  four  fingers,  by  whofe  means  I 
loofened  it ;  and  having  got  it  fomewhat  lower, 
brought  it  out  whole,  by  pinching  it  between  my 
thumb  and  four  fingers.  She  was  very  ill  that 
day,  but  perfedlly  recovered  in  three  weeks  time. 

Reflexion. 

A  uterus  that  has  not  attained  to  its  laft  degree 
of  extenfion,  very  foon  contrails  dtfelf,  and  re* 
quires  the  greater  expedition. 


O  B  E  S  R- 
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o  BSERVATION  CCCLVL 

« 

The  fourth  of  January  1712,  a  farmer’s  wife, 
between  three  and  four  months  gone  with  child, 
upon  her  fueling  great  pains  in  the  belly  and  about 
the  loins,  which  anfwered  downwards,  fent  for  me  *, 

•  as  this  had  been-  occafioned  by  her  lifting  a  great 
weight  of  corn,  I  made  no  doubt  of  her  going  to 
mifcarry.  Upon  touching  her,  I  found  nothing 
that  could  allure  me  of  it:  I  ordered  her  a  glyfter, 
which  carried  off  her  pains  for  feveral  days,  but  as 
they  came  on  again,  I  was  not  eafy  .  I  enjoined 
her  reft,  and  faw  her  every  day.  On  the  tenth 
day,  a  meffenger  was  fent  to  let  me  know,  that 
fhe  was  worfe,  and  to  defire  me  not  to  be  out  of 
the  way  ;  but  without  flaying  for  another  meffage, 
I  made  what  hafte  I  could,  and  found  her  delivered 
of  a  little  boy,  about  five  inches  long,  and  big  in 
proportion,  I  paffed  two  fingers  into  the  uterus^ 
loofeped  the  placenta^  and  brought  it  out  between 
my  fingers.  The  child  was  chriftened  and  died  ; 
but  the  mother  was  v/eli  fix  days  after. 

Observation  CCCLVII. 

The  third  of  ISfovemher  a  lady  of  this 

town,  two  months  and  a  half  or  three  months 
gone  with  child,  was  taken  ill  with  a  cholick,  attend¬ 
ed  y^ith  pains  of  the  loins,  which  were  afterwards 
felt  dpv/nwards,  and  all  without  any  manifeft  caufe  : 
I  imrnediately  judged  that  ffie  would  mifcarry, 
and  was  confirmed  in  it  by  an  inclination  of  makr 
ing  water  coming  on  this  forced  her  to  go  to  the 
pot  before  I  had  time  to  inform  myfelf,  and  fhe 
felt  fomething  fall  intp  it,  which  was  the  waters, 
followed  by  a  little  dead  fotus ;  1  laid  it  on  a  piece 
of  paper,  and  the  next  day  it  looked  like  a  fort  of 

H  h  3  thickifh 
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thickifli  dried  membrane.  A  mod  confiderable  jiood- 
ing  enfued,  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the  pla¬ 
centa.^  ^'ho\Q  chord  was  fo  flender,  that  it  could  be  of 
no  fervice  to  me  in  the  extradlion.  Not  being  able 
to  get  in  two  ringers,  I  made  ufe  of  but  one,  car¬ 
rying  it  all  about  in  the  uterus.^  till  I  had  entirely 
detached  it,  and  brought  it  out,  by  the  means  of  that 
finger  which  I  crooked,  and  made  ferve  as  a  blunt 
hook  ;  the  blood  ftopt  almoft  immediately. 

Reflexion. 

The  blood  poured  down  in  fuch  a  quantity,  that 
this  placenta.,  notwithftanding  its  fmallnefs,  could 
not  be  left  in,  without  expofing  the  woman  to  cer¬ 
tain  death,' 

Observation  CCCLVIII. 

1 

The  twenty-eighth  of  July  1712,  I  was  fetched 
at  ten  in  the  morning  to  a  poor  woman,  who  was 
brought  to  bed  at  twelve  at  night ;  the  navel- 
firing  was  broke,  and  the  placenta  left  behind,  i 
found  the  os  iincdc  clofed,  and  very  hard  to  dilate ; 
but  at  laft  I  fuceeded  in  it,  and  pafifed  in  my  arm 
up  to  the  elbow,  and  detached  the  placenta.,  which 
adhered  very  clofe  to  the  uterus.  She  w^as  up  again 
in  three  days  time. 


Observation  CCCLIX. 

The  twelfth  of  September  1706,  I  was  fetched 
to  a  farmer’s  wife,  of  Salnte  Mere  Eglife  \  it  was 
four  in  the  afternoon  when  I  came,  and  fhe  had 
laeen  brought  to  bed  at  twelve  at  night.  I  found 
the  os  uteri  quite  clofed  •,  I  dilated  it  notwithftand¬ 
ing,  by  degrees,  enough  to  admit  of  my  fingers 
one  after  another,  and  at  laft,  of  my  whole  hand 

above 
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above  the  wrift.  The  placenta  ftuck  to  the  uterus'* 
as  if  it  had  been  pafted  to  it,  without  being  fepa- 
rated  in  any  one  part ;  fo  that  there  was  no  place 
which  engaged  me  to  begin  by  it  more  than  ano¬ 
ther:  Whereupon  I  began  by  the  inferior  and  po- 
fterior  part  of  the  uterus^  and  continued  till  it  was 
quite  feparated  ;  I  then  took  it  between  my  fingers 
and  got  it  out,  leaving  the  woman  in  a  very  good 
condition 

Observation  CCCLX. 

The  fixth  of  May  1689,  I  was  fetched  to  an  at¬ 
torney’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  Haberville^  who  had 
been  brought  to  bed  above  twenty-eight  hours,  and 
the  placenta  left  behind.  I  did  not  find  it  fo  dif¬ 
ficult  to  dilate  the  os  tinea  as  in  the  foregoing  wo¬ 
man,  and  1  found  occafion  only  to  pafs  in  my  hand 
as  high  as  the  wrift,  with  which  I  feparated  and 
brought  out  whole  a  very  (linking  placenta  ;  not- 
v/ithflanding  which,  the  woman  had  fufFered  no 
inconvenience  from  it,  not  even  the  head-ach. 

Observation  CCCLXI, 

The  fixteenth  of  Augufi^  1691,  I  delivered  a  w^oman 
of  'Ci.  placenta  *,  fhe  had  been  brought  to  bed  above 
two  days,  and  the  uterus  being  eafily  dilated,  I  had 
only  occafion  for  four  fingers  to  bring  it  away  •,  but 
its  fmell  was  fo  intolerable,  that  I  was  forced  to 
v/afb  my  hands  with  vinegar  feveral  times,  before 
I  could  bear  them.  She  had  a  very  (harp  head- 
ach  with  hyflerick  fits,  which  lafled  on  her  a  few 
days  longer,  before  they  left  her. 


H  h  4  '  •  He,  " 
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•  » 

Reflexion. 

We  may  remark  in  thefe  four  lafl  cafes,  that 
the  longer  the  woman  has  been  brought  to  bed^ 
the  eafier  the  extradion  of  the  placenta  proves  to 
be  j  for  at  firft  the  parts  not  having  yet  loft  their 
fpring,  they  contrad  ftrongly,  but  afterwards  they 
are  continually  relaxed  by  the  foreign  body  they 
contain,  which  is  continually  moiftening  them  by 
its  difcharge  *,  they  fometiraes  indeed  get  rid  of  it, 
by  fome  extraordinary  effed  of  nature,  but  this 
feldom  happens,  and  the  wornan  generally  perifties, 
unlefs  helped  by  art. 

We  rnay  alfo  remark,  that  the  longer  the  woman 
has  been  brought  to  bed,  the  lefs  introdudion  of 
'the  hand  is  required,  the  uterus  contrading  gra¬ 
dually,  and  bringing  along  with  it  the  placenta 
^  nearer  the  exterior  parts. 

I  am  not  always  able  to  bring  away  the  placenta 
whole,  the  reftlefs  temper  of  the  woman  being 
often  a  hindrance,  and  part  of  it  being  fometimes 
got  away  before  I  am  called. 

Observation  CGCLXII. 

I  had  a  vaft  deal  of  trouble  with  a  farmer’s  wife, 
of  the  parifti  of  Haberville,  She  had  been  brought 
to  bed  twelve  hours ;  the  ftring  w^as  broke  at  its 
very  root,  btit  (he  would  yield  to  neither  prayers 
nor  threats,  but  at  laft  confented  to  be  held  by  fix 
women.  The  os  uteri  was  very  much  clofed  *,  1 
made  fhift  by  degrees,  to  get  in  my  fingers  one  af¬ 
ter  another,  and  then  my  hand  ;  I  emptied  away 
feveral  clods  of  blood  before  I  attempted  any 
thing  upon  the  placenta^  which  was  fo  adhering, 
that  it  feemed  to  make  but  one  body  with  the  uterus, 
1  went  round  it  feveral  times,  without  knowing 
“ .  .  .  ,  .  .  >  where 
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.where  to  begin,  I  fixed  at  laft  upon  a  part,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  detach  it ;  but  ftie  made  fuch  fhrieks,  and 
tofled  herfelf  about  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  fhe 
forced  me  to  take  away  my  hand  feveral  times, 
and  to  bring  away  the  placenta  in  above  twenty 
pieces,  having  never  met  with  one  that  adhered  fo 
ftrongly ;  notwithftanding  which,,  I  could  have 
brought  it  away  whole,  if  I  had  had  to  do  with  a 
more  reafonable  woman.  Having  well  cleared  the 
uterus^  I  left  her  frep,  and  foaming  at  her  mouth ;  fhe 
was  notwithftanding  well  again  in  a  fortnight,  whilft: 

I  was  not  able  to  ftir  hand  or  foot  for  feveral  days. 

Observation  CCGLXIIL 

?  ■  ’i'  -i.  f 

\ 

The  thirtieth  of  May  1705,  I  was  fetched  to  a 
butcher’s  wife  of  Montehourg.  It  was  at  leaft  fifteen 
hours  fince  fhe  had  been  brought  to  bed,  when  T 
arrived.  Two  furgeons  had  been  with  her  before, 
who  by  pulling  hard,  had  got  away  at  feveral 
times,  about  half  the  placenta  ;  but  being  at  laft  at 
their  wits  end,  and  their  ftrength  quite  fpent,  they 
fbrfook  this  poor  woman,  leaving  her  with  a  con¬ 
tinual  floodings  which  indeed  was  fomewhat  abated, 
but  ftill  very  dangerous. 

She  was  quite  fpent,  and  almoft  without  pulfe  ; 
the  os  uteri  was  hard,  tumefied,  and  quiteThut  up, 
which  was  owing  to  their  rough  ufage.  I  dipped 
my  hand  in  oil,  and  introduced  four  fingers  only 
into  the  iiierus^  one  after  another  ^  and  by  this 
mear^s  detached  the  whole  remainder  of  placen¬ 
ta^  and  brought  it  away,  the  whole  lading  but  a 
very  little  time. 

She  was  a  long  time  before  fhe  recovered  her 
health,  being  afflidfed  for  a  great  while  with  a  very 
bad  head-ach,  and  a  very  tronbJefome  tingling  in 
her  ears,  as  is  ufual  with  thofe,  who  have'  fuffcred 
any  great  lofs  of  blood, 

"  Re- 
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Reflexion. 

The  rough  handling  of  the  furgeons  that  had 
been  before  me,  had  brought  on  an  inflammation 
on  the  os  uteri^  which  made  it  much  more  clofed 
than  it  is  naturally  inclined  to  be,  and  gave  me  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  getting  in  four  fingers 
only.  The  whole  placenta  left  behind,  fometimes 
extends  the  uterus  very  inconfiderably,  whilft  a  very 
fmall  portion  of  it  may  keep  it  full,  and  excel- 
fively  dilated,  which  happens  when  the  os  tinea ^  by 
being  too  much  clofed,  prevents  the  difcharge  of 
blood,  and  caufes  it  to  coagulate  in  the  uterus. 

Observation  CCCLXI  V. 

Mod  of  the  midwives  of  this  place  being  dead,^ 
I  taught  a  woman,  on  piirpofe  to  eafe  myfelf  of 
the  continual  hurry  of  hufinefs  I  was  in  rShe  twice 
delivered,,  without  my  help,  a  young  lady  of  this 
town,  who  being  in  labour  for  the  third  time,  and 
having  come  off  fo  well  before,  fent  again  for  her. 
The  child  was  born  as  quick  as  ufual,  but  the  pla¬ 
centa  did  not  follow  ;  but  by  pulling  a  good  while, 
ine  brought  it  away,  and  threw  it  behind  the  fire, 
without  ininding  whether  it  was  whole  or  not,  its, 
extreme  bignefs  deceiving  her  s  after  this,  finding 
the  blood  pouring  down  in  a  greater  quantity  than 
fhe  could  wifh,  fhe  put  a  napkin  into  the  part, 
which  clofed  it  fo  exaftly,  that  not  a  drop  of  blood 
could  come  out ;  this  foon  brought  on  far  greater 
pains,  than  thofe  fhe  had  felt  during  labour  \  a  vo¬ 
miting  feized  her,  and  foon  a  deliquium,,  and  at  laft 
a  lump,  which  feemed  to  her  to  rife  from  her  fto- 
mach  to  her  throat,  as  if  it  would  choak  her  ;  a 
furgeon  was  fent  for^  but  fhe  expired  before  he  had 
time  to  know  what  was  the  niatter.. 


I  was 
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I  was  defired  to  open  the  body  together  with 
him;  we  found  the  belly  externally  ©f  a  furprizing 
bignefs,  and  within  the  uterus^  part  of  the  placenta 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe’s  egg,  whofe  beginning 
was  in  the  midft  of  iht  fundus^  and  ended  in  about 
the  middle  of  the  right  fide  ;  there  was  a  coagulum 
of  blood,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  loaf  of  four  or  five 

pounds. 

* 

Reflexion. 

^Tis  not  only  a  coagulation  of  blood  in  the  uterus 
that  will  kill  a  woman  ;  if  the  uterus  is  not  quite 
^mpty,  the  blood  will  keep  flowing,  and  have  the 
'  fame  effedf. 

Observation  CCCLXV. 

The  fifth  of  OEioher  1708,  a  farmex’s  wife  had 
a  fine  labour^  the  placenta  following  as  well  as  one 
could  wifh  ;  fhe  voided  much  blood  at  firfl,  but 
the  midwife  made  no  account  of  it,  telling  her, 
that  it  would  be  for  her  good  :  Upon  its  continuing 
the  next  day,  fhe  grew  uneafy  and  fent  for  me. 
She  was  expiring  as  I  came,  and  ftill  voided  blood 
after  her  death.  I  opened  her  in  the  prefence  of 
Dr.  Tremont ;  the  uterus  was  no  bigger  than  a  man’s 
fiff,  and  in  it  was  part  of  the  placenta^^  of  the  big¬ 
nefs  of  a  large  hen’s  egg  *,  I  feparated  it  very 
eafily,  it  adhering  but  very  flightly,  no  more  tha^ 
the  foregoing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

I 

Of  the  extraBion  of  the  membranes,^  when  left 
'  behind. 

mifchief  which  cniues  from  the  membranes 
I  being  left  in  the  uterus^  is  not  fo  great  in¬ 
deed  as  that  which  arifes  from  the  placentay  but  this 
is  eafier  to  avoid  than  to  remedy,  when  once  hap¬ 
pened  *,  wherefore  we  ought  always  to  examine  the  / 
'placenta^  to  which  they  adhere,  and  if  any  part  of 
them  are  wanting,  the  uterus  muft  be  cleared  of 
it  immediately. 

Observation  CCCLX  VI. 

The  eighth  of  May  1701,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
lady  four  leagues  off,  who  had  been  brought  to 
bed  three  days.  She  was  in  a  high  fever,  her  belly 
was  hard,  tenfe,  and  painful  fhe  could  not  bear 
any  thing  upon  it,  not  even  her  fhift ;  her  lochia 
had  been  ftopped  two  days,  and  in  their  room  there 
came  away  nothing  but  a  reddifh  ferum^  fomewhat 
inclining  to  black,  and  of  an  intolerable  fmell. 
Sufpedling  fomething  had  been  left  behind,  1  laid 
her  in  a  proper  fituation,  and  eafily  got  my  finger 
into  the  os  tinca^  where  I  met  with  a  fmall  mem- 
branous  body  *,  I  joined  another  finger,  and  drew 
it  out  between  them  5  I  afterwards  cleared  away 
feveral  clods  of  blood  \  the  whole  fmelled  intolera¬ 
bly,  and  there  was  a  difeharge  of  the  like  nature 
the  reft  of  the  night,  but  the  lochia  took  their  ufual 
courfe,  and  in  the  morning  fhe  was  quite  free  of 
all  her  complaints, 

« 
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Reflexion. 

This  is  indeed  the  only  accident  I  have  ever  feen 
arife  from  part  of  the  membranes  being  left  behind, 
and  feveral  nurfes  have  fhewn  me  fome  c^nfiderable 
portions  of  them,  which  came  away  with  clods  of 
blood,  after  the  women  had  been  brought  to  bed, 
without  their  having  felt  any  inconvenience  from 
them  ;  but  as  the  thing  may  happen,  it  is  better 
to  guard  againft  it  from  the  very  beginning. 

'V 

CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  flooding  which  follows  delivery* 

4 

The  placenta  is  fattened  to  the  fundus  uteri^  and 
when  extradfed,  leaves  the  mouths  of  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  veflels  gaping,  which  are  able  to 
afford  a  prodigious  quantity  of  blood,  if  they  re¬ 
main  long  open  ;  the  contraclion  which  happens 
to  the  uterus  as  foon  as  it  is  emptied,  is  what  clofes 
them,  and  this  contra6lion  depending  on  nature, 
the  operator’s  fkill  is  almoft  ufeleis,  efpecially  when 
the  flooding  is  exceffive,  and  death  prevents  the 
remedy  *,  however,  fome  efcape  when  the  flooding 
any  ways  abates,  and  its  caufe  is  difcovered. 

Observation  CCCLX  VII. 

The  third  of  November  1701,  a  young  lady, 
whom  I  had  laid  feveral  times,  mifcarried  *,  the 
child  and  placenta  came  away  together.  The  blood 
which  came  afterwards  did  not  feem  to  exceed 
the  ufual  quantity  in  thefe  cafes.  After  fhe 
had  remained  fome  time  upon  the  little  bed, 
I  had  her  carried  upon  her  own,  where  fhe  foon 
fwam  in  blood,  and  fainted  away.  I  immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately  wetted  her  hands  and  face  with  oxycrate^ 
and  applied  a  comprefs  dipt  in  it  upon  her  belly 
and  loins,  and  left  as  few  coverings  upon  her  as  I 
well  could.  I  gave  her  foine  broth,  but  very  lit¬ 
tle  at  a  time,  with  fome  wine  and  water  to  quench 
an  intolerable  third:  Ihe  complained  of,  the  wine 
was  more  to  make  the  water  go  down  than  any 
thing  elfe,  all  fpirituous  liquors  in  thefe  cafes  being 
to  be  avoided,  the  whole  drift  being  to  thicken 
the  blood,  and  calm  the  fpirits. 

She  was  very  much  inclined  to  fleep,  but  the 
weak  date  I  faw  her  in,  obliged  me  to  hinder  her 
from  it,  till  the  circulation  being  more  moderate, 
and  the  flooding  fo  abated  as  to  make  us  apprehend 
no  danger,  I  fuifered  her  to  give  way  to  her  incli- 
tation.  By  the  means  of  good  food,  jfhe  foon  filled 
her  veffels  and  recruited  her  ftrength,  in  much  le^ 
time  than  I  could  have  expedled,  having  fainted 
away  above  twenty  times  that  night. 

Observation  CCCLXVIII. 

The  third  of  January  1704,  a  vintner’s  wife  was 
brought  to  bed,  after  three  days  hard  labour  ;  the 
pains  being  very  exceffive  and  frequent,  the  pla¬ 
centa  followed  very  eafily  ;  notwithftanding  which 
the  blood  came  out  with  fuch  an  impetuofity,  that  it 
flew  againft  her  knees,  and  (he  fainted  away  im¬ 
mediately,  being  without  any  pulfe,  and  breathlefs. 
So  unforefeen  an  accident  flruck  me,  but  without 
fhewing  any  concern,  I  immediately  threw  fome 
oxycrate  in  her  face,  upon  her  hands,  into  her 
mouth,  and  applied  cloths  dipped  in  them,  almoft 
all  over  her ;  I  took  away  every  thing  that  could 
entertain  any  heat,  leaving  nothing  but  the  draw 
bed  under  her ;  flie  at  lafi:  gave  a  fhort  figh,  came 
to  herfelf  again,  and  did  very  \Vell  afterwards. 
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Observation  CCCLXIX. 

The  fixteenth  of  March  1704,  I  delivered  a  glo¬ 
ver’s  wife  of  a  dead  child,  which  had  not  been  fuf- 
peded  in  the  lead: ;  her  labour  lafted  about  an  hour, 
and  the  placenta  came  away  with  a  great  deal  of 
eafe.  I  left  her  upon  the  little  bed,  recommending 
her  to  the  care  of  the  nurfe,  and  went  about  other 
bufinefs.  I  had  only  time  to  bleed  two  people  juil 
by,  before  I  was  fetched  again  in  a  hurry  •,  the 
blood  had  poured  down  in  fuch  an  abundance,  that 
it  had  made  its  way  thro’  the  very  floor  into  the 
room  underneath,  fo  that  all  my  endeavours  to  fave 
her  proved  ufelefs.  This  accident  was  owing  to 
her  getting  up  alone  to  go  to  bed,  and  leaning  with 
her  belly  in  lifting  her  leg  over  a  plank  that  was 
on  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  which  made  a  fort  of 
trunk  of  it,  this  plank  being  above  a  foot  higher 
than  the  bed-cloaths. 

Reflexion. 

If  the  ojja  pubis  feparated,  as  the  ancients  would 
have  it,  this  woman  could  not  have  walked  to  her 
bed,  nor  lifted  up  her  leg  in  this  manner,  which 
occafioned  her  death,  by  opening  the  mouths  of 
the  veifels,  which  were  already  very  much  dilated. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  contiifions  and  lacerations  which  happejz 
to  the  vagina  and  external  pat^ts  of  the  uterus, 
during  labour. 

The  vagina  and  external  parts  of  the  uterus  are 
more  liable  to  contufions,  lacerations,  in¬ 
flammations,  abfcelTes  and  mortifications,  in  linger¬ 
ing 
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iug  and  prseternatura],  than  in  natural  births ;  in 
thefe  there  feldom  happens  any  thing  elfe  befidel 
the  laceration  of  the  perineum  or  of  fome  part  of 
the  external  lips  thofe  women  who  have  them’ 
thick,  are  naore  liable  to  this  misfortune  than 
othersj  as  they  do  not  yield  fo  eafily  to  the  dilata¬ 
tion  which  is  requifite  for  the  coming  forth  of  the 
child  ;  but  when  the  labour  is  lingering,  and  the 
child’s  head  remains  a  long  time  in  the  paflage^ 
the  parts  are  fqueezed  between  the  head  and  bones^ 
and  thereby  expofed  to  great  mifchief.  Many  in- 
fiances  of  this  are  interfperfed  in  this  book,'  as 
alfo  of  mortifications  brought  on  by  the  too  fre¬ 
quent  and  rough  handling  of  midwives. 

Observation  CCCLXX. 

The  eighth  of  December  1 7 10,  I  was  with  a  young 
lady,  big  with  her  fir  ft  child,  whofe  labour  was  very 
quick.  Her  external  lips  were  very  thick,  the  head 
advanced  with  every  pain,  without  the  lips  feeming 
any  ways  difpofed  to  dilate ;  upon  which  account 
the  head  pufhed  againft  them  with  a  great  deal  of 
violence^  as  likewife  againft  the  perinaum.  I  all 
along  kept  anointing  the  parts  with  oil,  and  pour¬ 
ing  fbme  in^  between  the  pains^  I  expedled  the 
perifideum  would  have  been  rent  every  minute,  when 
all  on  a  fudden  the  lips  opened  in  their  middle  and 
inferior  parts,  and  the  head  came  out.  The  mo¬ 
ther  did  very  well,  by  means  of  a  few  fomenta¬ 
tions  with  red  wine. 

Reflexion. 

Befides  the  thicknefs  of  the  lips,  the  fmallnefs  ^ 
of  the  opening  and  hardnefs  of  the  head  contri¬ 
buted  to  retard  the  delivery. 


The 
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The  rending  of  the  perineum  is  not  fo  often  met 
V/ith  in  lingering  as  in  quick  labours^  becaufe  in 
thefe  the  membranous  parts  have  not  had  time  to 
dilate,  and  the  child’s  head  reaching  forth  with 
violence,  rends  every  thing  that  obftrudls  its  paf- 
fage  j  this  is  v^hat  fo  often  caufes  women  to  re¬ 
proach  their  furgeons  with  cruelty,  for  ufing  them 
fo  unmercifully,  when  they  do  not  fo  much  as  touch 
them,  thofe  pains  being  entirely  owing  to  the  la¬ 
cerations  which  happen  at  thofe  times,  they  being 
however  attended  with  no  ill  confequence  1  and  as 
for  my  part  it  has  never  happened  to  me,  fo  much 
as  to  have  the  perineum  rend,  but  I  have  feen  it  in 

two  w^omen,  whom  I  was  fent  for  to* 

$ 

Observation  CCCLXXT 

The  twenty-firfl  of  June  1702,  a  woman  Tour 
days  after  having  been  brought  to  bed,  fent  for  me. 
She  told  me,  that  the  midwife  had  delivered,  her 
with  fo  much  hurry  and  violence,  that  Ihe  had 
rent  open  her  body.  I  found  the  perinaum  rent^ 
but  the  wound  penetrated  no  more  than  an  inch  in 
the  vagina  and  redlum,^  and  fhe  was  able  to  retain 
the  faces.  I  made  three  futures,  one  in  the  vagina 
and  inteftine,  the  other  clofe  to  the  anus.^  and  the 
third  near  the  vagina.  I  faw  her  but  twice  in  ten 
t  days,  when  I  pulled  out  the  flitches.  She  has  laid 
i  in  fince,  without  any  return  of  this  diforder.  ■ 

Observation  CCCLXXII. 

The  eighth  of  September  1704,  a  young  woman 
]  fent  for  me  a  month  after  her  having  been  brought 
:  to  bed.  She  told  me,  that  in  her  labour which 
:  had  been  very  quick,  the  two  openings  had  been 
[!  made  into  one,  fo  that  if  fhe  was  ever  fo  little  in- 
:  dined  to  go  to  ftool,  her  faces  came  away  imme- 

I  i  diateJy^ 
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diately,  without  her  being  able  to  keep  them  in  a 
moment.  I  examined  the  part,  and  found  that 
the  wound  penetrated  two  inches  within  the  vagina 
and  re5ium  *,  fhe  confented  to  the  operation,  and 
the  time  was  fixed  ;  but  her  hufband  dying  in  the 
mean  while,  fhe  changed  her  mind. 

Two  years  after  being  ^bout  marrying  again, 
fhe  once  more  applied  to  me.  I  told  her,  that  the 
operation  would  be  much  more  fevere  now,  than 
before,  as  I  Ihould  be  obliged  to  cut  away  all  the 
callofities,  which  were  found  there,  but  that  with 
a  little  refolution  flie  might  eafily  be  cured  :  At 
the  inftigation  of  love,  Ihe  readily  confented  *,  but 
her  lover  proving  worfe  than  his  word,  and  the 
faeces  not  coming  away  involuntarily,  as  at  firft, 
fhe  gave  over  thinking  of  matrimony,  and  the  ope¬ 
ration. 

Observation  CCCLXXIII. 

The  eighteenth  of  May  1712,  being  fent  for  to 
a  woman  of  about  fixty,  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  I 
advifed  her  to  have  a  glyfter  of  whey  ;  upon  which 
fhe  told  me,  that  ever  fince  a  hard  labour^  (he  had 
undergone,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  in  which  her 
parts  had  been  very  much  rent,  fhe  had  not  been 
able  to  keep  in  any  glyfter,  nor  even  her  excre¬ 
ments,  unlefs  when  fhe  was  very  much  bound. 

She  has  had  feveral  children  fince  this  misfor¬ 
tune,  and  notwithffanding  the  largenefs  of  the 
opening,  her  labours  have  always  been  lingering, 
and  all  the  children  have  died,  except  one  girl, 
who  is  about  twenty-two.  This  fhews  plainly 
enough,  that  the  bones  which  form  pelvis^  and 
not  the  external  parts,  are  what  retard  the  child  in 
the  pafifage. 

Re- 
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Reflexion. 
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When  the  faeces  come  away  involuntarily,  it  is 
a  fign  that  the  fphin^er  has  been  confiderably  in¬ 
jured. 

CHAR  V. 

Of  the  lochia,  and  their  fupprefion, 

TH  E  veflels  which  are  opened  at  the  feparat- 
ing  the  placenta^  clofe  of  themfelves,  as  the 
uterus  contrails ;  this  is  not  done  at  once,  but  con- 
fiderably  at  firif,  and  gradually  afterwards,  and 
thefe  veflels  continue  to  flied  their  contents,  till  the 
uterus  has  recovered  its  natural  form  and  fliape. 
The  blood  which  flovs^s  immediately  at  the  coming 
away  of  the  placenta^  is  exadfly  like  that  which  the 
child  received  for  its  nourifhment  and  growth  ;  this 
gradually  lofes  its  rednefs,  and  becomes  firft  a 
reddifh  ferum^  then  entirely  like  unto  pus  in  its 
colour,  confiftence,  and  fmeJl,  which  many  ab- 
furdly  miflake  for  milk,  tho’  it  be  like  it  in  no 
refped. 

If  thefe  humours  did  not  come  away,  the  wo¬ 
man’s  belly  would  remain  big,  and  extended  be¬ 
yond  meafure.  Their  quantity  or  time  of  flowing 
cannot  be  limited,  this  depending  on  the  age  and 
habit  of  different  women  :  I  have  feen  two  women, 
v/ho  were  quite  dry  the  very  next  day  after  their 
being  brought  to  bed  ;  their  bellies  were  not  in 
the  leafl  fwelled,  and  they  felt  no  pains  whatfoever, 
being  able  to  get  up  again  on  the  fecond  day,  tho* 
they  did  not  till  the  eighth.  Tv/o  other  ladies  I 
have  delivered^  whofe  lochia  left  them  on  the  fifth 
day,  without  any  bad  confequence  enfuing  from  it- 
Other  v/omen  I  have  feen  them  keep  on  for  five, 

'lie  fix. 
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fix,  and  feven  weeks,  and  red  all  along,  and  flop* 
ping  only  after  an  evacuation,  which  was  more  like 
a  flooding  than  a  fimple  difcharge  of  the  lochia. 

Whether  they  keep  on  a  long  time,  or  flop 
in  the  very  firfl  days,  when  it  happens  by  a  meer 
effect  of  nature,  no  harm  enfues  from  it  *,  but  if 
they  are  fuppreifed  by  any  extraordinary  caufe,  tho’ 
never  fo  trifling,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  any  fudden 
emotion  of  joy  or  fear,  even  a  word  fpoke  inad¬ 
vertently  being  able  to  do  it,  there  is  no  danger 
but  what  may  be  feared  from  it :  The  courfe  of 
the  humours  downwards  being  interrupted,  they 
flow  to  the  belly,  and  fpread  themfeives  through¬ 
out  the  whole  habit  of  body,  giving  rife  to  a 
fever,  pains  and  tenfion  of  the  belly,  to  a  difBculty 
^of  breathing,  delirium  and  death  *,  happy  is  the 
woman  thot  comes  off  for  an  abfcefs  in  fome  part 
or  other  of  her  body. 

Observation  CCCLXXIV. 

The,  eighth  of  January  1698,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  woman,  who  went  out  to  church  eight  days  after 
her  being  brought  to  bed,  and  her  lochia  being 
flill  on  her,  and  red  ;  the  weather  being  exceed¬ 
ing  fharp,  Ihe  was  fuddenly  taken  with  a  fhivering 
and  fever,  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia  followed, 
and  two  days  after  there  appeared  in  the  left  groin 
a  tumour,  with  heat,  rednefs,  tenfion  and  pulfa* 
tion. 

My  firfl;  care  was  to  leflTen  the  fever,  and  divert 
the  fluxion  by  bleeding,  glyflers,  and  a  cool  regi¬ 
men,  and  to  allay  the  pain  of  the  tumour  with 
anodynes,  which,  upon  the  fymptoms  increafing, 
I  was  forced  to  change  for  fuppuratives ;  I  opened 
the  abfcefs  with  my  lancet,  and  healed  it  up  in  a 
fortnight. 
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Observation  CCCLXXV. 

^  On  the  feventeenth  of  June  1683,  I  was  called, 
together  with  two  phyficians  and  two  old  furgeons, 
to  a  lady  who  had  been  very  well  delivered  by  an 
experienced  midwife,  but  her  lochia  flopped  fud- 
denly,  thro’  a  fear  fhe  had  jutf  when  llie  awoke,  by 
the  falling  down  of  Ibme  trifling  thing  j  a  fhivering 
foon  came  on,  with  a  fever,  delirium,  and  convul- 
five  motions ;  her  belly  was  hard,  tenfe,  and  pain¬ 
ful,  with  a  violent  heat  of  urine,  and  almofl  a 
fuppreffion  of  it.  She  was  twice  bled  in  the  foot^ 
without  any  effe6l,  glyflers,  and  all  forts  of  juleps 
v/ere  adminiffered,  till  at  laft  nature  raifed  a  cri¬ 
tical  tumour  that  occupied  the  groin,  hips,  buttocks, 
and  part  of  the  thigh  *,  we  gave  all  our  attention 
to  encourage  it  ;  and  in  eight  days  time  there  was 
matter  formed,  which  was  let  out  as  foon  as  pofllble, 
to  prevent  its  doing  mifchief  by  its  flay  •,  but  the 
difcharge  of  ir.attcr  was  fo  confiderable,  and  lafled 
fo  long,  that  v;e  were  not  able  to  prevent  its  mak¬ 
ing  way  into  the  articulation  of  iht  femur ^  with  the 
ijchium^  which  created  us  a  vafl  deal  of  trouble  in 
healing  the  wound,  and  fhe  rernained  lame  all  her 
life. 

Observation  CCCLXXVL 

A  lady  in  the  fifth  day  of  her  lying-in,  hearing 
her  hufband  fpeak  loud  about  fome  ftewed  apples, 
and  imagining  that  fie  was  angry,  was  fomewhat 
fhocked  ;  this  was  immediately  followed  by  a  flight 
fhivering,  then  a  fever,  with  fharp  pains ;  and  in 
fine,  a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia^  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  came  on  her  belly  grew  hard,  tenfe, 
and  painful,  and  fhe  died,  in  fpite  pf  all  that  could 
be  done  for  her. 
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Observation  CCCLXXVII. 

A  lady  wlio  had  a  very  good  labour^  was  taken 
very  ill  the  fixth  day  of  her  lying-in,  and  fent  for 
me  on  the  fourth  of  OSfober  1701.  She  was  in  a 
very  high  fever,  ,  and  her  belly  was  fo  painful,  that 
fhe  could  hardly  bear  her  fliift  upon  it  *,  fhe  had 
a  very  bad  loofenefs,  and  her  lochia  were  entirely 
flopped  ;  they  had  come  down  pretty  plentifully 
for  the  three  hrft  days,  then  diminifhed  gradually, 
and  left  her  entirely  on  the  fifth,  without  any  ma- 
nifeft  caufe.  Notwithftanding  the  difcharge  fhe 
had  the  firfl  days,  the  fymptoms  that  were  on 
her  were  evidently  owing  to  an  overload  of  hu¬ 
mours,  of  which  it  was  neceflary  to  releafe  nature, 
I  began  by  adminiftring  a  glyfter  of  whey  •,  and  two 
hours  after  I  took  away  about  ten  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  arm  •,  I  applied  to  her  belly  comprefies 
dipped  in  emollient  decodlions,  which  I  kept  chang¬ 
ing  as  they  grew  cold  j  I  alfo  ufed  them  for  gly- 
flers,  injeding  but  a  little  at  a  time  that  they 
might  make  the  longer  flay  ;  twelve  hours  after  I 
took  away  eight  ounces  more  of  blood  ;  fhe  flept 
that  night  about  four  hours,  at  feveral  times ;  in 
the  morning  I  took  away  fix  ounces  more,  and 
then  left  her  very  quiet,  with  little  or  no  fever,  her 
belly  without  pain  or  hardnefs,  but  ftiil  fbmewhat 
tenfe  ;  the  lochia  returned,  and  in  eight  days  time 
Ihe  was  perfedly  recovered. 

Reflexion. 

1  opened  the  body  of  the  lady  mentioned  in  the 
376th  obfervation,  and  found  the  belly  full  of  a 
whitifh  water  refembling  whey,  that  had  not  been 
well  clarified,  and  a  great  quantity  of  glairy  mat- 
refembling  the  white  of  an  egg  half  boiled ; 

the 
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the  uterus  itfelf  had  almofl:  recovered  its  ufual  big- 
nefs,  and  though  the  antecedent  was  not  the  imme¬ 
diate  caufe  of  this  lady’s  death. 

Observation  CCCLXXVIII. 

A  farmer’s  wife,  on  the  fifth  day  of  her  lying-in, 
feeing  her  hufband  enter  the  houfe  in  a  great  hurry, 
and  fiiut  the  door  againft  fome  men,  that  threatned 
to  break  it  open,  jumped  out  of  bed  to  come  to 
his  affiflance,  without  thinking  of  the  condition  fhe 
was  in.  This  fright  occafioned  a  great  fhivering, 
which  was  followed  by  a  fever,  and  a  total  fup- 
prefiion  of  the  lochia  \  her  belly  became  fo  pain¬ 
ful,  that  fhe  could  hardly  bear  comprefTes  wrung 
out  of  an  emollient  fomentation ;  I  treated  her  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  foregoing  woman,  and  her 
pains  lefiened  confiderably,  but  kept  on  for  above 
forty  days,  her  belly  being  now  bigger  than  it  was 
when  fine  was  with  child. 

As  fhe  lived  at  fome  diftance,  I  was  able  to 
fee  her  but  nov/  and 'then  ;  one  day  I  was  fetched 
in  a  great  hurry,  being  told  I  fliould  hardly  find 
her  alive,  the  pains  having  fuddenly  encreafed  to 
a  great  degree.  I  found  when  I  came  a  pail  full 
of  matter,  which  fhe  had  voided  by  an  opening  four 
fingers  fide-ways  of  the  navel,  which  had  been  made 
by  the  ftrength  of  her  ftraining  during  the- height 
of  the  pains.  I  prefTed  the  belly  all  about  to  void 
whatever  would  come  out,  and  then  dreffed  the 
opening  with  a  tent,  which  1  lefiened  gradually, 
and  made  a  perfedl  cure  of  her  in  about  fifteen  or 
eighteen  days.  She  has  fince  had  feveral  children^ 
whom  fhe  has  brought  forth  very  happily, 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  infammation  of  the  uterus. 

INGERING  and  preternatural 
centa  brought  away  with  difficulty,  a  blow  or 
fall,  or  even  the  bandage,  wffiich  is  made  on  women 
after  delivery^  by  being  too  tight,  may  bring  on  an 
inflammation  on  the  uterus  ;  this,  if  not  prevented, 
may  eafily  degenerate  into  an  abfcefs,  occafioning, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  total  or  partial  fuppreffion  of 
the  lochia^  a  retention  of  urine,  or  a  frequent  occa- 
fion  to  make  it,  a  diarrh<ea^  vomiting,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  a  fever,  delirium,  convulfions,  and  at 
laft  death. 

The  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  are  a  violent  pain 
in  the  hypogaftrlck  region,  the  patient  can  He  in 
no  other  pofition  but  on  her  back  *,  if  fhe  tries 
ever  fo  little  to  lie  fid  e-ways,  fhe  feels  a  heavy  and 
painful  weight  falling  on  the  fame  fide,  the  loins 
and  groin  of  the  contrary  fide  fuffering  at  the  fanie 
time  an  intolerable  pain,  on  account  of  the  broad 
and  round  ligaments,  which  fuffer  thereby  a  very 
great  extenfion. 

As  foqn  as  the  uterus  begins  to  be  pamful,  tho* 
the  lochia  ftill  come  down  plentifully,  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lofi,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  emollient 
fomentations  upon  the  part,  and  to  emollient  gly- 
fters  given  in  fmall  quantities,  having  firft  emptied 
the  large  excrements  with  a  common  glyfter  made 
of  whey,  \yith  the  met,  violar. 

If  the  diflemper  does  not  give  way,  the  pain 
and  tenfion  of  the  belly  encreafing,  a  fever  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  coming  on,  and  the  lochia, 
lefiening  or  flopping  entirely,  we  muft  fly  to  re¬ 
peated  bleedings,  taking  away  but  a  frnall  quantity 
6f  blood  at  a  time,  and  keeping  the  patient  to  a 

cooling 
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cooling  diluting  regimen.  If  an  abfcefs  notwith- 
ftanding  cannot  be  prevented,  the  following  ob- 
fervations  will  Ihew  how  it  ought  to  be  managed. 

Observation  CCCLXXIX. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  November  1688,  I  was 
fetched  to  a  woman  who  had  been  two  days  in  la¬ 
bour^  and  whofe  child’s  head  was  locked  in  the 
paflage  :  Soon  after  I  came,  the  pains  encreafed, 
and  gave  me  no  other  trouble,  than  that  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  child,  who  had  a  large  tumour  on  the 
head,  which  fuppurated  and  caufed  an  exfoliation 
of  the  bed:  part  of  the  right  parietale  bone.  The 
long  time  the  child  had  remained  in'this  unhappy 
fituation,  and  the  violence  ufed  by  the  midwife,  in 
expedation  of  enlarging  the  paffage,  brought  on 
an  inflammation,  which  declared  itfelf  that  very 
day  on  the  external  parts,  and  foon  communicated 
itfelf  to  the  uterus^  which  I  found  the  next  day 
hard  and  painful ,  flie  was  forced  to  lie  continually 
on  her  back,  never  miflTing  to  feel  fomething  like 
a  large  lump  in  her  belly  falling  on  whatfoever  ' 
fide  Ihe  tried  to  lie  ;  the  pain  of  this  however  was 
not  to  be  compared  to  what  flie  felt  in  the  loins, 
groin,  and  the  infide  of  the  thigh  of  the  op- 
pofite  fide ;  fhe  had  a  continual  call  to  make 
water,  her  lochia  were  almoft  flopped,  and  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  fever.  By  the  method  here  fet  down, 
fhe  got  rid  of  all  thefe  complaints  in  five  days,  and 
was  up  again  in  a  fortnight. 

Reflexion. 

I  do  not  approve  of  injedlions  into  the  uterus^ 
for,  that  they  may  be  carried  there,  the  pipe  of 
the  fyringe  muft  be  introduced  into  the  os  uteris 
which  cannot  be  done  without  irritating  it  very 
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much,  and  thereby  increafing  its  inflammation ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion,  that  molt  injections,  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  injected  into  the  uterus^  never  reach  far¬ 
ther  than  the  vagina. 

I  avoid  bleeding  in  the  foot  in  thefe  cafes  *,  thofe 
parts  which  are  already  overloaded  with  humours, 
can  never  require  to  have  a  greater  load  brought 
upon  them. 

Observation  CCCLXXX. 

A  poor  woman,  after  a  long  and  labour^ 

felt  violent  pains  in  the  hypogaftrick  region  •,  a 
hardnefs  and  tenfion  foon  communicated  itfelf  to 
the  whole  belly,  fhe  had  a  continual  call  to  make 
water,  with  a  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a 
frequent  vomiting.  By  the  treatment  aforefaid,  the 
lochia.^  which  were  flopped,  returned  and  the  ten- 
fion  and  hardnefs  of  the  belly  remained  only  on 
the  hypograflick  region,  which  was  alfo  painful, 
and  fomewhat  red  •,  a  pulfation  and  fhooting  pains 
coming  on,  I  applied  fuppuratives  and  opened  the 
abfcefs  in  the  moft  declining  part,  which  was  pretty 
near  the  left  groin,  and  there  came  away  a  great 
quantity  of  matter,  which  afforded  her  a  great  re¬ 
lief.  I  dreffed  her  but  five  or  fix  times  before  fhe 
was  quite  well. 

Observat  i"o  n  CCCLXXXI. 

A  lady  whom  I  had  delivered  three  times  before, 
applied  to  me  on  the  fame  account  in  June  1697.  *, 
and  in  Augujl  following,  tho’  her  lying-in  had  gone 
on  as  well  as  ufual,  fhe  fhewed  me  a  tumour,  which 
reached  from  the  middle  and  lower  part  of  the  hy- 
pogaflrick  region,  to  the  right  groin  \  being,  as  well 
as  I  could  judge  thro*  the  integuments  and  mufcles, 
as  big  as  my  fifl ;  when  I  preffed  with  my  hand. 
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it  feemed  to  give  way  with  fome  fort  of  violence, 
but  it  gave  her  little  or  no  pain  :  I  applied  upon  it 
hot  bags,  with  emollient  herbs  and  roots,  then  in 
their  room  equal  quantities  of  the.  empl.  e  muftUg. 
melilot  and  diachyl.  cum  gum.  fpread  upon  a  piece  of 
leather  broader  than  the  tumour ,  and  after  having 
given  her  tv^/o  gentle  purges,  I  made  her  take 
three  times  a  week  about  a  drachm  of  an  elediuary 
made  up  with  gum  ammon.  mere.  dulc.  trochife.  alhan- 
dal,  dragrid.  and  fal  tartar,  by  thefe  means  the  hard- 
nefs  entirely  dilappeared  in  two  months  time.  I 
have  delivered  her  three  times  fince,  without  any  re¬ 
turn  of  this  diforder. 

Reflexion. 

This  tumour  was  occafioned  by  humours  being 
.gathered  in  the  fallopian  tube,  which  feemed  even 
to  reach  the  body  of  the  uterus.  Notwithftanding 
the  thicknefs  of  the  integuments,  the  fubtle  parti¬ 
cles  of  the  gums  made  their  way  to  it,  and  diffolved 
it,  the  pores  having  been  hrft  opened  by  emollient 
topicks. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  care  that  is  to  be  taken  of  the  parts  after 

WHEN  the  parts  have  been  any  ways  injured, 
I  know  of  nothing  better  than  to  foment 
them  with  chervil  boiled  in  wine  ;  oily  applications 
are  improper,  as  the  moiflure  of  the  parts  muft 
hinder  their  eftedf. 

All  aftringents  to  contradl  the  parts,  and  reflore 
them  to  the  date  they  were  in  before  delivery^  ought 
to  be  rejeded  as  frivolous  and  trifling. 
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The  entrance  of  the"  vagina  in  fome  women,  is  as 
ilreight  after  delivery^  as  it  was  before  it ;  and  I 
have  it  from  men  of  honour  and  probity,  that  they 
had  found  their  wives  not  only  as  narrow  as  they 
were  before  delivery^  but  even  as  much  fo  as  the 
very  firfi:  time  they  had  approached  them  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  membranous  parts  are  as  able  to  contradl  of 
themfelves,  as  to  dilate  when  there  is  occafion. 
The  formation  of  thefe  parts  in  women  is  as  various 
as  in  men,  the  vagina  of  fome  being  naturally 
wider  than  that  of  others,  who  have  had  feveral 
children. 

It  was  imagined  anciently,  that  there  was  a. 
membrane  at  the  entrance  of  the  vagina^  which  was 
always  tore  the  fird  time  of  coition,  and  afforded 
Ibme  blood  ;  this  membrane^  whenever  it  is  met  with, 
is  prseternatural,  and  may  bring  on  very  dangerous 
confequences,  by  flopping  in  the  menfes^  as  I  favv 
once  in  a  girl  of  Seventeen  *,  this  membrane  was 
placed  two  fingers  within  the  vagina  \  I  opened  it 
with  my  lancet,  and  difcharged  fome  black  blood 
without  any  fmell.  The  fame  thing  happened  to 
a  furgeon  of  my  acquaintance,  and  thefe  are  the 
only  two  hymens  I  have  heard  any  thing  of. 

The  blood  which  is  died  the  firft  night  of  mar¬ 
riage  is  not  fo  much  a  fign  of  virginity,  as  of  the 
difproportion  of  the  parts  of  the  two  fexes. 

This  fiiedding  of  blood  has  alfo  another  caufe, 
which  has  never  been  taken  notice  of  before,  being 
fometimes  owing  to  the  emotions  raifed  in  the  wo¬ 
man  by  the  thoughts  of  the  conjugal  encounter  ; 
this  has  been  affirmed  to  me  by  above  fifty  young 
women,  but  is  a  meer  effed  of  chance,  and  ought 
not  to  be  depended  upon.  Two  women  I  have 
known,  who  having  had  their  menfes  eight  days 
before  they  were  married,  had  them  come  down 
again  on  the  day  of  marriage,  before  the  confum- 

niationj 
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xnation,  which  mufl:  have  been  owing  to  the  fame 
caufe. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  bandage  which  is  ujed  to  new  laid  womeji. 

IT  is  pretended  that  by  fwathing a  woman’s  belly 
after  Ihe  is  delivered^  flie  will  fooner  recover  her 
fhape,  being  otherwife  in  danger  of  having  her  belly 
remain  big  for  ever  after,  as  alfo  that  this  bandage 
keeps  the  uterus  in  its  place,  and  ferves  to  prefs  out 
the  lochia  ;  for  my  part  I  never  ufe  any  thing  elfe 
but  a  doubled  cloth  pinned  round  the  belly,  being 
fully  fenfible  how  ridiculous  it  is  to  imagine,  that 
a  bandage  fhould  be  able  to  fuflain  the  uterus^  and 
encourage  the  purgations,  which  being  the  bufineis 
of  nature,  ought  to  be  wholly  trufted  to  her  ;  and 
as  for  its  preferving  the  woman’s  fhape,  it  is  fo  far 
from  doing  it,  that  if  it  is  put  on  too  tight,  it  will 
rather  render  the  belly  bigger,  by  the  fluxion  of 
humours  it  brings  upon  the  part. 

Without  the  help  of  this  bandage  women  reco¬ 
ver  the  fame  fhapes  they  had  before  delivery^  pro¬ 
vided  they  be  not  inclined  to  grow  fat ;  and  in 
this  cafe,  tho’  they  never  had  any  children,  they 
would  neverthelefs  become  bulky.  There  needs 
here  no  particular  obfervation  to  prove  this,  it  is 
fufficient  that  I  am  able  to  fay,  that  I  have  delivered 
fome  women  from  feven  or  eight,  to  eighteen  times, 
without  their  fhapes  having  any  ways  fuffered  by  it. 

This  bandage,  if  improperly  ufed,  is  attended 
with  danger,  being  able,  by  its  too  great  tightnefs, 
to  expofe  women  to  a  relexation  of  the  uterus^ 
which  may  be  thereby  forced  too  much  downwards, 
as  alfo  to  caufe  an  entire  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia^ 
with  all  its  concomitant  fymptoms. 
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Observation  CCCLXXXII. 

A  midwife,  who  boafted  of  having  been  brought 
up  at  the  Hotel-Dieu^  and  who  was  very  fond  of  the 
bandage,  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  fhape,  delivered 
a  lady  a  patient  of  mine,  upon  my  being  out  of 
the  way  ;  in  fpite  of  her  bandage  this  lady^s  belly 
encreafed  very  much  in  its  fize,  as  it  very  well 
might,  her  whole  body  growing  fat  at  the  fame 
time.  This  lady  being  once  more  with  child,  the 
midwife  refolved  to  remedy  what  fhe  thought  fhe 
had  negledled  in  the  former  lying-in,  in  her  not 
fwathing  up  tight  enough,  and  fhe  really  did  it  to 
fome  purpofe  this  time  ;  for  violent  pains  and  fever 
.  enfued,  the  lochia  flopped  almoft  entirely,  a  head- 
ach  and  delirium  came  on,  and  I  v/as  fetched  in 
hade  ;  the  hrfl:  thing  I  did  was  to  take  off  the  ban- 
dange,  and  to  apply  upon  the  belly  a  comprefs 
dipt  in  warm  milk,  ordering  her  at  the  fame  time 
a  glyfler  of  whey  ;  by  this  means,  the  fever  abated 
conliderably  in  a  very  little  time,  the  lochia  came 
down  better,  and  die  got  well  in  a  few  days ;  her 
belly  remained  bigger  than  before,  but  foft,  and 
not  in  the  lead:  troublefome. 

Reflexion. 

Suppofe  this  bandage  was  not  attended  with  dan¬ 
ger  ;  as  no  good  can  refult  from  it,  is  it  not  better 
to  let  women  enjoy  their  liberty,  than  to  keep 
them  fweating  in  this  uneafy  drefs  ? 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Of  the  procidentia  uteri. 

^■¥"1 H  E  procidentia  uteri  is  the  coming  down  of 
,§  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  as  far  as  the  entrance 
of  the  vagina.  Sometimes  part  of  its  neck  hangs 
out  of  the  vulva  *,  I  have  met  with  but  two  cafes 
of  this  nature,  which  fhews  how  feldom  they  hap¬ 
pen  *,  but  I  have  never  feen,  nor  do  I  believe,  that 
the  whole  uterus  ever  comes  out. 

This  diforder  is  known,  by  finding  a  body  which 
feels  of  a  middle  confiftence  to  the  finger,  which 
goes  up  when  pufhed,  and  comes  down  again  upon 
the  removal  of  the  finger,  and  which  returns  to 
its  place,  when  the  woman  lies  upon  her  back  with 
her  hips  raifed. 

The  procide72tia  uteri  is  owing  to  the  relaxation  of 
the  ligaments,  and  this  to  an  internal  or  external 
caufe  ;  the  internal  caufe  is  owing  to  the  moift  and 
lax  conftitLition  of  the  woman,  whence  all  thefe 
parts  being  foaked  with  humours,  eafily  yield  to  a 
preternatural  extenfion  ;  the  external,  are  blows, 
falls,  a  violent  flraining,  and  delivery ;  nor  will  it 
happen  then,  if  the  woman  is  not  of  a  lax  confli- 
tution. 

Barring  delivery^  this  indifpofition  and  its  caufes 
are  as  common  to  fingle  as  to  married  v/omen,  and 
I  have  feen  fome  who  have  met  with  a  cure  to  this 
diforder,  in  becoming  pregnant. 

It  is  generally  pretended,  that  hard  labours  give 
origin  to  this  complaint,  but  by  what  I  have  been 
able  to  obferve,  I  do  not  find,  that  thofe  women 
who  have  undergone  the  hardefi:  labours^  are  more 
liable  to  it  than  thofe  who  have  had  the  eafieft  ; 
and  indeed  this  does  not  appear  upon  them  of  fome 
time  after  their  lying-in,  which  would  be  otherwife, 

if 
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if  it  were  owing  to  the  labour.  All  forts  of  labours 
give  occafion  to  it,  the  ligaments  and  all  the  parts 
belonging  to  the  uterus  being  ftretched  and  extend¬ 
ed  during  pregnancy  ;  but  thofe  women  who  are 
fubjedl  to  the  jluor  albus^  are  of  all  women  the  moil 
liable  to  it. 

Some  women  get  rid  of  this  diforder  without  the 
help  of  any  remedy.  As  it  is  dangerous  and  trou- 
blefome,  nothing  (hould  be  negleded  to  remove  it. 
The  woman  fhould  be  kept  to  a  drying  abforbent 
food ;  the  part  fhould  be  reduced,  and  aftrin gents 
inje6lions  thrown  up  into  the  vagina^  whofe  virtue 
may  be  carried  further  than  we  imagine ;  com- 
preffes  dipt  in  aifringent  decodions  fhould  be  laid 
on  the  loins  and  belly ;  during  the  redudlion  fhe 
fhould  lie  on  her  back  with  her  hips  raifed,  and  fhe 
fhould  even  for  a  good  while  keep  her  bed,  and  He 
in  that  pofture. 

If  all  thefe  remedies  have  no  effe6l,  we  mufl 
have  recourfe  to  the  peflary  5  fome  not  approving 
this,  ufe  in  its  ftead  compreffes  and  bandages  to 
keep  up  the  part  and  receive  what  moifture  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  it. 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  inverfon  of  the  uterus,  and  relaxation 

of  the  vagina. 

TH  E  inverfion  of  the  uterus  is  known  by  a 
flelhy  fwelling,  which  takes  its  origin  at  the 
circumference  of  the  external  lahia^  the  nympha  and 
orifice  of  the  urethra  lying  above  it,  it  continues 
growing  wider  for  above  two  inches,  and  ends  in 
a  large  round  bottom,  of  the  fhape  of  a  gourd 
bottle,  which  hangs  between  the  thighs  to  a  foot’s 
length,  or  thereabouts  *,  this  never  comes  but  after 
lying-in,  when  the  bottom  of  the  uterus  being  re¬ 
laxed. 
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Jaxed,  and  weighing  down  upon  its  mouth,  gra** 
dually  dilated  it  and  forced  its  pafiage  thro%  the  li^ 
gaments  being  too  much  relaxed  ro  keep  it  up. 

Observation  CCCLXXXIII. 

When  1  firft  came  to  this  town,  I  faw  an  old 
lady,  who  had  a  tumour  as  big  as  my  fill  hanging 
between  her  legs  *,  this  feemed  in  a  manner  fixed 
to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  external  mouth 
of  the  uterus^  diredlly  under  the  orifice  of  the  ure* 
thra  \  there  were  many  inequalities  about  it,  which 
looked  like  the  rug^  of  the  uterus^  as  indeed  they 
were  ^  its  fuperficies  was  very  dry  and  very  fenfible 
of  cold.  She  told  me,  that  fhe  had  laboured  un¬ 
der  this  diforder  above  thirty  years,  that  it  had 
come  on  gradually  after  a  lying-in,  having,  as  fiie 
imagined,  got  up  rather  too  foon:  Her  labour  had 
been  very  good,  only  the  midwife  found  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  feparating  the  placenta.  She  died 
foon  after,  while  I  was  out  of  the  way,  otherwife 
I  would  have  made  a  ft  rider  examination. 

I  faw  the  like  diforder  in  1618,  in  a  woman  at 
the  Hotel-Dieu  %  Maitre  Arnoult  took  it  off,  but  fhe 
died  a  few  days  after.  ^ 

Observation  CCCLXXXIV; 

The  feventeenth  of  O5loher  1706,  I  was  fetched 
in  a  great  hurry  to  a  woman  of  the  pariih  of  Cour* 
beville.  I  found  her  very  weak  and  almoft  fuffocat^ 
ed.  The  bottom  of  the  uterus  was  out  of  the  va¬ 
gina  to  the  bignefs  of  my  fift  *,  this  had  happened 
in  pulling  away  the  placenta,^  which  luckily  having 
entirely  feparated  at  that  place,  prevented  a  fur¬ 
ther  inverfion,  in  which  cafe  I  fhould  certainly  have 
found  her  dead.  I  had  no  great  trouble  in  reduc¬ 
ing  this  i  but  fhe  fuffered  a  great  deal  of  pain  in 

*  .  K  k  the 
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the  loins,  belly,  and  along  the  infide  of  the  thighs, 
which  {he  was  entirely  delivered  from  afterwards, 
no  inconveniencyj  remaining. 

O  B  S.B  R  V  A  T  I  O  N  CCCLXXXV* 

In  S&ptemheh  ry  H,  I  was  confiilted  by  another 
woman  about  fome  eruptions  which  rofe  in  great 
numbers  about  a  fort  of  gourd,  which  hung  out  be¬ 
tween  her  thighs  to  a  foot’s  length  ;  they  were  at¬ 
tended^  with  pain  and  inflammation,  fo  that  fhe 
coil  kb  no  longxjr  reduce  it  as  fhe  iifed  to  do  ;  after 
which,  redudlion  I  u fed.  to  tind  no  os  internum  in  the 
mgina^  but  only^a  flight  inequality. 

Mr.  Des  Rofiers  the  younger,  a  furgeon,  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  with  me,  I  made  him  rake  notice,  as  I 
had'  done  before  to  Mr.  Pr€val  another  furgeon, 
that  the-beginning  of  this  tumour  was  no  bigger 
than^  a- child’s  arm,  which  feemed  to  adhere  to  the 
external  circumference  of  the  external  lahia^  leaving 
the  nymphce  2ir\d  urethra  free  above  them,  it  kept  on 
in  this  manner  for  about  three  fingers  lengrh,  then 
terminated  in  a  large  body,  fuch  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed  ^  this  came  on  gradually  after  her  getting 
up  of  a  lying-in  ;  perhaps  the  violence  of  her  la¬ 
bour  might  contribute  to  it.  She  ufed  firfl:  a  peflfary 
by  my  advite,  but  being  tired  of  it,  fhe  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  bandage,  and  by  the  negledl  of  the 
peflfary  fhe  was  thrown  into  her  prefent  condition. 

This  woman  is  flill  alive,  and  fhews  her  diforder 
to  whoever  has  a  mind  to  fee  it.  She  gets  her 
livelihood  by  fpinning,  and  her  flate  of  health  is 
fuch,  as  may  make  her  hope  to  live  flill  a  long 
while.  Should  any  one  pretend  to  extirpate  this 
tumour,  under  the  denomination  of  an  extraneous 
body,  fhe  would  infallibly  lofe  her  life  by  it ;  but 
this  is  a  miflake  that  no  one  needs  fall  into,  if  he 
docs  but  conflder,  that  no  excrefcence  would  fpring 

from 
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from  the  whole  circumference  of  the  vagina\  that 
it  would  not  come  on  at  once,  but  gradually  ^  that 
it  would  not  be  of  an  equal  furface  *,  that  it  could 
not  be  reduced,  and  fall  out  again  when  reduced, 
as  I  have  feen  it  feveral  times ;  and  fuppofe  it  was 
at  liberty  to  go  in  and  out,  it  would  never  carry 
away  the  vagina  with  it,  neither  would  this  happen 
in  a  mere  relaxation  of  the  uterus.  When  this  body 
approaches  the  os  externum^  no  opening  would  be 
found  in  it,  as  we  do  in  the  when  it  comes 

lb  far  down  ;  and  when  it  prefents  at  the  extremity 
of  the  vagina.,  we  might  carry  our  finger  round  it^ 
as  we  do  round  the  os  internum.,  when  there  is  no 
fubftance  between.  I  fhall  now  come  to  the  inver- 
fion  or  relaxation  of  the  vagina. 

Observation  CCCLXXXVL 

The  feventeenth  Augujl  a  young  woman^ 
upon  fomething  very  extraordinary  coming  out  of 
the  vagina,  lent  for  me  ;  I  made  her  lie  on  her' 
back,  and  found  a  round  fubftance,  which  was 
formed  by  the  coming  out  of  the  vagina  ^  I  gathered 
up  the  whole,  and  reduced  it,  as  we  do  the  return, 
when  fallen  out.  I  laid  on  a  comprefs  dipt  in  an 
aftringent  decodfion,  and  ordered  her  to  lie  on 
her  back  all  night,  and  fhe  has  never  fince  been 
troubled  with  this  diforder.  I  cured  another  per-^ 
fon  in  the  fame  manner^  who  had  been  troubled 
with  it  for  feveral  months  *,  but  others  I  have  met 
with,  on  whom  I  have  Cried  all  methods  of  cure  in 
vain,  on  account  of  the  hardnefs  which  the  parts 
had  acquired  by  the  long  handing  of  the  diforden 

Reflexion. 

This  relaxation  of  the  vagina  is  often  miftaken 
for  the  'prolapfus'  uteri,  the  extremity  of  the  vagina, 

K  k  2  refembling 
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refembling  very  much  the  os  internum  uteri^  but  they 
are  eafiiy  diftinguifhed  from  one  another,  the  one 
adhering  all  round  to  the  vulva^  the  other  being 
quite  ioole. 


CHAP.  XI. 


Of  the  ufe  of  ghjlcrs^  during  lying- m, 

^  H  E  violence  of  the  pains,  and  lofs  of  reft’ 
during  labour^  heat  the  whole  body,  and  har¬ 
den  the  fmes  contained  in  the  intehines,  in  fuch  a. 
manner^  that  I  have  known  fome  women  be  ten  or 
twelve  days  witliv^ut  going  to  ftool,  and  had  not 
then  perhaps,  if  glyifers  had  not  been  applied. 
The  great  averfion  that  women  have  to  them  in 
general,  is  owing  to  the  pain  which  their  nurfes* 
give  them  in  introducing  the  cannula^  when  the  parr 
is  befet  with  the  hemorrhoids^  which  pain  might 
be  faved  to  them,  with  the  fmall  precaution  of  di¬ 
lating  the  anus  with  two  fingers  before  we  attempt 
to  pafs  in  the  cannula.  I  have  often  been  forced 
to  perform  this  operation  myfelf^  for  want  of  a  fuf- 
fjcient  dexterity  in  the  nurfes. 

The  receiving  the  fumes  of  an  emollient  de- 
codlion  is  very  ferviceable  to  the  hemorrhoids. 


CHAR  XII. . 

Of  the  fiuor  albus. 

The  glairy  humours  which  come  down  during 
or  at  the  latter  end  of  a  pregnancy^  are  im¬ 
properly  called  the  fluor  albus.,  they  being  a  balfam 
furniflied  by  nature  to  foften  and  relax  the  parts, 
and  make  them  lefs  liable  to  be  lacerated. 

There  is  another  fort  of  evacuation  that,  has  this 
name  given  it,  and  as  improperly  *,  it  is  that  which 

keep^ 
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keeps  coming  down  fome  days  after  the  menfes^  and 
which  is  nothing  elfe  but  what  muft  neceharily  fol¬ 
low  them,  for  the  veflels,  after  having  yielded  the 
red  liquor,  contra6l  and  ftill  fuffer  to  efcape,  firft  a 
reddifh  humour,  which  afterwards  becomes  white, 
in  comparifoD  of  what  it  was  before,  but  is  rarely 
or  never  of  that  exa6l  whitenefs  with  what  is  pro¬ 
perly  called  the  fluor  albus^  which  difeafe  in  women 
is  much  worfe  than  the  gonorrhea  in  men  ;  and  I 
confefs,  that  I  ,have  not  been  able  to  hit  upon  any 
remedy  that  I  could  depend  upon  for  the  cure, 
tho*  I  have  tried  many. 

There  are  feveral  difbrders  which  go  under  the 
name  of  the  fiuor  albus^  and  appear  much  like  it, 
but  are  in  effed:  very  different :  Some  of  thefe  arife 
from  an  internal,  fome  from  an  external  caufe.  Of 
the  firft  fort  are  thole  which  proceed  from  a  cold 
watry  cacochymik  conftitution,  or  from  a  wrong 
ufe  of  the  nonnaturals,  whence  the  whole  habit  of 
body  is  vitiated,  and  a  continual  load  of  humours' 
is  thrown  upon  thefe  parts,  and  make  the  difeafe 
incurable.  They  may  alfo  proceed  from  lome  ab- 
cefs  in  the  vagina^  wdiich  fuppurating  and  becoming 
fiftulous,  furniQ'i  a  pm  that  may  eafily  be  miftaken 
for  the  fluor  albas. 

Observation  CCCLXXXVII. 

In  the  month  of  May  1702,  a  young  woman 
three  months  after  marriage,  was  taken  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  the  hypogaftrick  region,  attended  with 
continual  fhootings  and  pulfation  for  twenty-fix  or 
thirty  days,  at  which  time  fhe  was  feized  at  once 
with  a  difcharge  of  blood,  which  was  afterwards 
followed  by  the  whites.  Her  furgeon  called  me  in 
to  confult  about  it,  I  found  her  very  w'eak,  with 
a  flow  fever  and  a  flight  pain  between  the  gioin 
and  the  middle  of  the  hypogaftrick  region  ;  the  dift 

K  k  3  cliarge. 
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charge  was  very  confiderable  and  f^tid^  andencreafed 
when  I  preffed  upon  the  part  where  the  pain  was  felt. 
All  thefe  fyniptoms  plainly  indicated  an  abfcefs  ; 
to  be  more  fure  I  pafled  my  finger  into  the  vagina^ 
and  met  with  fome  inequality  which  ftill  more  con¬ 
firmed  me  in  my  prognoftick  •,  but  my  finger  not 
being  fufficient  to  give  me  all  the  information  1 
wanted,  I  made  ufe  of  the  fpeculum  matriciSy  by 
which  means  I  difcowered  an  ulcer  at  the  bottom 
of  the  vagimy  by  the  fide  of  the,  os'  mternum  uteri,  I 
examined  its  depth  with  the  probe,  which  went  up 
very  high  between  the  body  ^of  the  uterus  and  rec~ 
turn  ;  there  was  a  fort  of  bag  formed  downwards, 
about  two  inches  long,  which  I  opened  in  its  v/hole 
length,  to  hinder  the  matter  from  lodging  any 
v;here.  Not  being  able  to  enlarge  the  upper  parr 
of  the  ulcer  on  account  of  its  fituation,  I  ufed  de- 
terfive  injections,  which  came  put  again  in  much  the 
fame  quantity  they  were  injeCled  in  ;  and  after  this 
introduced  pledgits  of  digefiive  tied  with  a  double 
thread  ;  by  this  method  the  pain  went  entirely 
off,  and  the  difeharge  lefiened,  and  became  lefs 
ofFenfive  :  I  then  changed  the  deterfive  injeCfion 
for  one  made  of  honey,  wine,  and  aq.  calcisy  and  in- 
Itead  of  the  digefiive  ufed  nothing  but  tinClure  of 
myrrh.  Thus  was  this  ulcer  cured  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  but  the  woman  has  never  bpre  any  chil¬ 
dren  fince.  ♦ 

Reflexion. 

I  do  not  itpagine  that  the  barrennefs  of  this  wo¬ 
man  was  any  ways  owing  to  this  accident,  though 
perhaps  the  cicatrice  which  was  made  by  the  fide 
of  the  os  internum  might  pufh  it  fomewhat  afide, 
and  prevent  the  femen  from  being  received  into  it. 

A  venerea]  gonorrhea  is  what  confiitutes  that  fort 
Qi  finer  cdhuSy  that  has  its  origin  frpm  an  external 

caufe  : 
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caufe  :  This  fpecies  admits  much  better  of  a  cure, 
tho'  differently  in  different  perions ;  feme  growing 
well  almoft  of  themfelves,  and  others  with  'the 
utmoff  difficulty. 

Observation  CCCLXXXVIII. 

A  lady  fent  to  let  me  know,  that  for  eight  or 
ten  days  paft  fhe  had  been  troubled  with  the 
whites,  that  (he  was  furprized  at  ir,  having  never 
.before  been  troubled  with  them  ;  that  they  did  not 
immediately  follow  her  menfes^  but  had  come  on 
fame  days  after  they  had  left  her  ;  that  fhe  felt  a 
weight  and  fome  pain  in  her  belly  and  loins,  and 
a  great  fcalding  of  water.  Knowing  the  hufband 
to  be  a  very  irregular  man,  I  told  her  to  be  very 
eafy,  that  thefe  were  diforders  all  women  were  fub- 
je(ft  to,  that  Che  muff  forbear  having  any  commerce 
with  her  hufband,  and '  would  foon  be  well.  I 
made  her  drink  plentifully  of  cooling  decoiffions, 
and  at  night  two  glaffes  of  an  emulfion  with  the 
cold  feeds.  I  purged  her  afterwards  with  caffia 
diffolved  in  whey.  By  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies 
the  pretended  Vv^hites,  from  yellow  and  green,  foon 
became  really  white,  and  the  matter  thinner  in  its 
confiffence,  and  lefs  in  quantity.  H-r  menfes  then 
coming  on,  I  difeontinued  the  ufe  of  any  remedy 
till  they  were  over,  and  then  kept  her  for  five  or 
fix  days  to  the  fame  decotffion,  and  purged  her 
with  half  an  ounce  of  pulp  of  caffia,  ten  grains  of 
mere.  didc.  and  fix  of  diagridium^  in  a  bolus.  The 
running  and  other  complaints  being  thereby  con- 
fiderably  leflened,  I  gave  her  for  three  or  four  days, 
morning  and  night,  a  glafs  of  the  tindlure  of  rofes^ 
and  as  much  of  the  tineffure  of  rlitubarb,  then  re¬ 
peated  the  bolus  once  more,  andi  was  perfedly 
cured. 
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Reflexion. 

This  was  a  true  clap,  but  very  recent  and  mild. 
It  was  a  prefent  of  Her  hufband’s,  and  I  cured  them 
both  without  her  knowing  the  nature  ot  her  difor- 
der. 

Observation  CCCLXXXIX. 

A  lady  having  fent  for  me  to  tell  me  what  con¬ 
dition  {be  was  in  with  the  whites,  (hewed  me  her 
fliift  fpotted  with  a  fuprizing  quantity  of  a  yellow 
greenilh  matter,  of  a  very  thick  confidence  and  in¬ 
tolerable  bad  fmell  *,  (he  had  a  very  great  fcalding 
and  violent  pains  in  the  loins,  about  the  private 
parts,  and'  in  the  infide  of  the  thighs.  Sufpeding 
the  hufband,  I  fpoke  privately  to  him  about  it,  and 
he  made  no  difficulty  of  confeffing  before  her,  that 
he  had  fported  fomewhere  elfe,  but  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  no  manner  of  harm,  which  was  really  the 
cafe. 

I  treated  this  lady  in  the  fame  manner  I  had  the 
other,  made  her  bathe  for  twelve  days  an  hour  at 
a  time,  giving  her  a  cup  of  cool  broth  at  going  in, 
and  purged  her  every  third  day.  This  method 
being  continued  for  about  fix  weeks,  except  during 
the  time  of  the  catamenia  ;  (he  found  herfelf  much 
relieved,  the  matter  was  fmall  in  quantity,  very 
white,  and  without  any  ill  fmell,  and  the  fcalding 
was  quite  gone.  I  then  injefted  a  folutioa  of  the 
lap.  medicament,  in  plantag.  and  gave  her,  morn¬ 
ing  and  night,  the  tindlure  of  rofes,  and  afterwards 
that  qf  rhubarb.  The  running  kept  leffening  dill 
more,  but  could  not  be  quite  dried  up.  T  then 
injected  thep^/x?.  de  verni^  having  had  good  fuccefs 
with  it,  and  upon  this  the  running  fomewhat  en- 
creafed.  I  then  purged  her  again  feveral  times, 

drink  the  mineral  waters  for  a 

nipnth. 


A  general  Treat  ife  of  Midwif  ry,  505 

month,  but  ftill  with  as  little  fuccefs.  I  tried  dry¬ 
ing  decodlions,  with  antimony  and  crude  mercury 
tied  in  a  rag  and  boiled  in  them,  making  it  purga¬ 
tive  every  other  day,  with  the  addition  of  two 
drachms  of  fena  *,  I  purged  her  again  with  mer¬ 
curial  pills,  iifed  again  aftringent  injedlions,  admi- 
niftred  bolus’s  of  crab’s  eyes,  coral  ter.  figillat.  and 
terebinth,  cod.  but  all  in  vain,  the  running  flood 
againft  every  thing. 

Reflexion. 

The  perfon  whom  the  hufband  had  to  do  with, 
was  certainly  foul,  and  yet  he  himfelf  never  got 
any  harm,  notwithflanding  the  long  time  he  kept 
company  with  her  ;  which  fhews  that  there  muft 
be  a  particular  difpofition,  before  a  perfon  can  con- 
trad  the  difeafe  in  an  impure  coilus. 

Observation  CCCXC. 

A  woman  came  one  day  to  the  apothecary’s  fliop 
at  the  Hotel-Dieu^  to  confult  the  phyficians  about  a 
terrible  difeafe,  under  which  fhe  had  laboured  for 
a  long  time.  She  told  her  ftory  fo  ill,  either  thro* 
fear,  or  otherwife,  that  thofe  gentlemen  looked 
upon  it  only  as  a  very  bad  rheumatifm  \  but  as  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  her  a  long  time 
before,  I  took  the  diftemper  from  its  origin,  and 
afked  her,  whether  tfe  pains  of  her  legs  had  not 
been  attended  with  hard  eminences ;  upon  which 
fhe  (hewed  us  one  on  the  fore-part  of  her  leg,  and 
one  upon  her  arm*,  ffe  had  alfo  an  ulcer  on  her 
head  which  had  difcharged  feveral  fcales  of  bone  9 
fhe  told  us  alfo,  that  me  had  had  two  children, 
which  had  come  into  the  world  quite  rotten  *,  that 
the  pains  of  her  head,  and  thofe  all  over  her  body 
were  fo  (harp,  that  fhe  could  not  reft  day  or  night. 
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but  that  they  were  dill  {harper  in  the  night  time. 
No  body  could  then  doubt  of  the  nature  of  her 
diftemper  *,  neverthelefs  her  hufband,  who  was  then 
prefent,  neither  was,  or  had  been  in  the  lead  dif^ 
ordered,  tho’  he  conftantly  had  to  do  with  her, 

I 

/ 

CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  tumours  which  happen  in  the  breaji,  groin, 
and  other  parts,  after  being  brought  to  bed. 

There  is  nothing  carries  more  danger  in  it, 
than  for  a  woman  to  be  expofed  to  cold,  either 
during  her  labour^  or  lying-in  j  the  bread  is  a  very 
fenfible  part,  and  foon  feels  the  bad  cffedfs. 

The  cold,  by  contradling  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus^ 
fuddenly  checks  their  difcharge  *,  there  enfues  a  re¬ 
flux  of  humours  into  the  whole  habit  of  body  *, 
and  unlefs  nature  is  relieved  by  a  plentiful’  fweat, 
an  abfcefs  is  formed  in  fome  part  or  other,  but 
chiefly  in  the  groin. 

Observation  CCCXCI. 

L 

A  lady  whom  I  had  delivered  the  twenty- ninth 
of  November  1684,  whofe had  gone  on  very 
well,  and  whofe  milk  was  gone,  having  the  day 
before  twelfth  night  expofed  herfelf  inconfidcrately 
to  the  cold,  felt  fomething  like  a  flab  in  her  right 
bread  ^  it  fwelled  and  hardened  in  the  night,  heat, 
pain,  and  rednefs  came  on,  I  did  all  I  could  to 
prevent  an  abfcefs  by  bleeding,  glyders,  fomenta¬ 
tions  and  an  exadl  diet,  but  all  in  vain,  I  was  forced 
to  bring  it  to  fuppuration.  I  purged  her  when  it 
was  welb  and  flie  recovered  entirely. 
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This  ought  to  be  caution  to  nurfes,  how  they 
expofe  their  breads  too'carelefsly  in  fuckling  chil¬ 
dren,  as  they  often  do. 

Observation  CCCXCII. 

A  lady  that  lived  four  leagues  off,  was  brought 
to  bed  in  the  middle  of  Auguft^  without  having  any 
fire  in  the  room  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  5  fhe  had  feverai  (baking  fits  during  her  labour^ 
as  is  very  ufual,  they  being  often  the  fore-runners 
of  a  paip  which  is  fufficient  enough  to  warm  a  wo¬ 
man  ;  however  the  cafe  was  different  here,  for  fhe 
was  very  cold  when  fhe  was  brought  to  bed,  and 
they  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  warm  her  again. 
She  was  no  fooner  brought  to  bed,  but  fhe  felt  a 
pain  in  her  right  groin,  which  was  foon  fucceeded 
by  a  tumour  that  remained  all  the  time  of  her 
lying-in.  The  pain  encreafing  when  fhe  got  up, 
fhe  came  to  town,  and  called  in  two  phyficians, 
two  furgeons,  and  myfelf.  The  tumour  was  a  little 
painful,  and  fomewhat  red.  Nature  feemed  to 
-  want  help  to  bring  this  fwelling  to  fuppuratibn, 
which  was  done  in  eight  days  time,  by  the  means 
of  proper  remedies ;  and  there  came  away  two 
porringers  full  of  matter,  and  the  ulcer  was  per- 
fedly  healed  in  ten  days  time. 

Reflexion. 

Let  the  weather  be  ever  fo  hot,  there  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  be  a  fire,  either  in  the  room  or  juft  at  hand, 
when  a  woman  is  in  labour  ;  for  thofc  that  are  not 
brought  to  bed  of  fome  time  after  the  breaking  of 
the  membranes^  have  their  thighs  and  legs  conti¬ 
nually 
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nually  wetted  by  the  waters  which  keep  coming 
away  at  each  pain,  and  there  is  a  neceffity  to  recall 
the  heat  to  thofe  parts  with  warm  cloths,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  accident. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  cancer  of  the  uteras. 

WHOEVER  is  affli61:ed  with  this  diford er, 
muft  give  over  hoping  for  a  cure  *,  all  the 
furgeon  ought  to  have  in  view,  is  to  appeafe  the 
fury  of  this  difeafe  by  gentle  palliating  remedies. 

Observation  .  CCCXCIII. 

I  delivered  feveral  times  a  lady  who  lived  three 
leagues  off:  As  her  labours  fo  quick,  that  I 
often  found  her  delivered  before  I  could  be  with 
her,  fhe  was  forced  to  make  ufe  ot  a  furgeon  that 
lived  by  her. 

She  was  fubjedf  to  have  fome  flight  floodings  dur¬ 
ing  pregnancy,  and  (he  had  fome  very  confidera- 
ble  ones  after  delivery^  without  the  extradbon  ot  the 
placenta  having  given  any  occafion  to  them,  for  it 
always  followed  the  child.  I  was  not  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  diminifh  this  complaint,  though  I  bled  her 
from  the  very  beginning  of  her  pregnancy  to  within 
a  fhort  time  of  her  being  brought  to  bed,  and  kept 
her  to  a  very  regular  way  of  living. 

Thefe  floodings  made  her  very  weak,  kept  her  a 
long  time  in  bed,  and  fhe  became  pregnant  again 
very  foon.  In  her  laft  pregnancy,  (he  fuffered  the 
floodings  as  ufual,  had  in  every  refpedf  a  good  labour^ 
and  her  flooding  was  lefs  than  it  ufed  to  be,  abated 
fooner,  but  did  not  leave  her  entirely.  The  pains 
which  always  followed  her  deliveries  for  feveral  days, 
attended  her  alfo  after  this  s  but  inftead  of  going 

off 
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ofF  gradually,  they  remained  at  the  bottom  of  the 
%'agina^  and  in  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  hypogaftrick 
region  ;  whereupon  fhe  fent  for  me  two  months  af¬ 
ter  delivery. 

There  was  a  difeharge  of  a  reddifb  {linking  fe- 
rum.,  the  os  internum  was  hard,  unequal  and  very 
fenfible/,  I  ufed  the  fpeculum  mairiciSy  by  which 
means  I  plainly  difeovered  the  bad  condition  it  was 
in  ;  it  was  entirely  occupied  by  an  ulcerated  can¬ 
cer,  full  of  hard  black  knobs,  which  furniihed  the 
difeharge,  whofe  fmell  was  fo  intolerable,  that  no¬ 
body  could  bear  the  room.  I  immediately  laid  afide 
theinjedions  of  birthwort,  myrrh,  aloes,  wine,  and 
brandy,  which  were  made  ufe  of,  and  which  had 
been  very  proper  in  any  other  cafe,  and  fubflituted 
in  their  room,  fome  of  a  lefs  irritating  nature,  to 
abate  and  eafe  the  fharpnefs  of'  the  pains,  and 
which  were  often  injedfed  to  procure  the  difeharge 
of  the  corrupted  ftinking  matter ;  they  confifled  of 
aq.  herd,  and  mel,  rofat.  aq.  plantag.  and  a  little  farch, 
faturn^  forge  water,  with  a  little  allum,  new  milk 
with  {feel  extinguilhed  in  it.  She  took  inwardly 
an  eleduary  made  up  with  conferv.  Jp^acynth.  el  aU 
kerm.  cor  all.  ocul.  carter,  pulv.  viper  ar,  now  and  then 
half  a  drachm  of  the  theriac  venet.  and  fometimes 
a  grain  of  opium. 

She  found  herfelf  relieved  by  the  adminiftration 
of  thefe  remedies,  the  acid  particles  in  her  blood 
being  entangled  by  them  ;  .and  the  grols  terreftrial 
humour,  which  was  the  firft  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
being  made  thinner,  and  carried  olF  partly  by 
perfpiration,  its  fharpnefs  and  quantity  was  confi- 
derably  lefTcjied, 
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Reflexion. 

The  floodings  this  woman  was  fubje(5l  to,  prove, 
that  the  uterus  laboured  at  all  times  under  fome  fort 
of  malignant  indifpofition. 

I  tried  gentle  purges,  but  I  could  not  make 
them  agree  with  her  in  any  form,  fhe  always  threw 
them  up,  and  glyfters  gave  her  intolerable  pains. 

CHAP.  XV. 

Of  the  pains  which  follow  delivery. 

LL  other  membranous  parts  of  the  body,  the 
more  they  are  diftended,  the  thinner  they 
grow';  the  uterus^  on  the  contrary,  is  thickened 
and  ftrengthened  thereby ;  and  in  efFe6l  this  diften- 
fion  of  the  uterus  happening  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  and  ftrength  of  the"  child,  there  is  a  ne- 
ceflity  for  it  to  grow  ftronger,  not  only  to  enable 
it  to  contain  the  fMus^  but  alfo  to  refill  the  violent 
leaps  and  throws  it  gives  during  pregnancy,  and  to 
the  excelTive  ftruggies  it  makes  to  come  out  of  its 
confinement  during  labour^  the  uterus  allilling  it  at 
the  fame  time  by  its  contra6lions. 

Several  authors,  and  among  them  Mauriceau^  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  uUrus  grows  thinner,  as  it  is 
dillended  ;  they  try  to  prove  their  alfertion  by  the 
analogy  it  has  with  the  bladder,  which  when  di¬ 
llended  with  any'  fluid,  has  its  parietes  thinner  in 
proportion  to  its  dillenfion.  Mauriceau  compares 
the  uterus  immediately  after  delivery^  to  a  ball  of 
wax,  as  big,  or  fomewhat  bigger  than  a  man’s  fiH, 
and  would  have  it,  that  the  uterus  before  delivery^ 
is  as  thin  as  this  ball  of  wax  would  be,  if  it  was 
worked  out  to  a  fufficient  extent  to  contain  the 
flatus^  with  its  membranes  and  waters. 
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This  author  accounts  in  the  fame  manner  for 
children  havino;  fometimes  been  found  to  have  made 
their  way  through  the  uterus  into  the  abdomen^  and 
argues  further  for  the  thinnefs  of  the  uterus^  from 
women  being  often  able,  in  the  laft  months,  to  di- 
liingiiim  the  members  of  their  children  ihro^ugh  the 
integuments  of  the  belly,  which  they  could  not  do 
if  the  uterus  Was  two  or  three  inches  thick,  as  fome 
ailert.  What  Maurieeau  himfelf  advances  in  other 
places,  will  be  fufficient  to  confute  his  opinion  ; 
hrft,  in  fpeaking  of  the  compofition  of  the  uterus'^ 
he  fays,  that  its.  proper  is  flefhy  and  thick¬ 

er  than  any  other  part  in  the  body  ;  he  agrees  alfo, 
that  it  is  very  much  extended,  and  becomes  fo  thin 
in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  efpecially  in  its 
fore-part,  that  it  is  almoft  as  thin  as  the  bladder, 
except  only  in  the  place  where  the  placenta  is  fixed  ; 
that  after  delivery  it  recovers  its  former  thicknels, 
contracSling  and  gathering  up  itfelf,  but  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  its  membranes  at  that  time  are  thicker 
than  at  any  other,  being  then  foaked  with  a  great 
quantity  of  humours,  which  are  gradually  evacuated 
by  the  hchia^  after  which  it  recovers  its  former 
thicknefs.  Now  does  not  Maurieeau  by  granting 
that  the  uterus^  even  in  its  fore-part,  which  he  af- 
ferts  to  be  the  thinneff,  is  there  rather  thicker  than 
the  bladder,  quite  over  throw  the  comparifon  he 
made  of  it  with  the  bladder?  and  how  can  its 
membranes  be  foaked  with  humours,  as  he  advances, 
without  at  the  fame  time  being  thickened  ?  it  is 
what  always  happens  in  other  membranes^  and  why 
not  in  thefe  ? 

The  difference  between  the  uterus  and  bladder  is 
very  apparent  *,  one  is  diflended  flowly  and  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  does  not  recover  its  former  ftate  of  fame 
time  ;  the  other  may  be  diflended  immediately  by 
any  fluid,  and  contradls  again  immediately  upon 
the.  evacuation  of  it :  Thus  after  the  emiflion  of 

the 
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the  urine,  you  can  perceive  nothing  of  the  bladder 
by  prelTing  upon  the  belly ;  after  delivery  the  uterus 
is  very  fenfibly  perceivable  to  the  touchy  feeling 
like  a  great  ball,  which  falls  on  any  fide  that  the 
woman  lies  on.  This  is  fufficient  to  fbew  the  im^ 
propriety  of  comparing  the  uterus  to  the  bladder. 

As  for  the  example  of  the  ball  of  wax,  let  any 
one  take  a  lump  of  it  of  the  bignefs  of  the  uterus  in 
its  natural  fize,  (and  not  of  the  fize  it  is  of  immedi¬ 
ately  after  delivery^  for  that  is  not  dating  the  cafe 
fairly)  and  let  him  try  to  form  with  it  a  globe  ca¬ 
pable  of  containing  the  child,  and  all  its  appurte¬ 
nances  ;  I  am  fure  that  could  he  perform  his  un¬ 
dertaking,  the  globe  would  bt  thinner  than  muf- 
lin. 

Some  children  making  their  way  through  the 
uterus  into  the  abdomen^  only  prove  that  there  are 
fome  uterus*^  weaker  than  others,  and  not  that  they 
become  thinner  as  they  are  diflended;  and  I  have 
always  found  that  this  rending  of  the  uterus  has 
happened  in  its  fundus ^  which  place  him- 

felf  grants  to  be  the  thickefl:  of  any. 

The  fatted  as  well  as  the  leaned  women  are  able 
to  feel  their  children  through  the  integuments, 
which  in  fomc  may  be  above  four  inches  thick  *,  fo 
that  this  cannot  be  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument  for 
the  thinnefs  of  the  uterus,  I  remember  a  lady  of 
Caen  adlired  me,  that  her  child  was  ill  dtuated,  be- 
caufe  (he  felt  different  parts  from  what  die  ufed’  to 
do  in  her  former  labours.^  and  the  child  really  pre- 
fented  an  arm.  However  if  the  uterus  was  no 
thicker  than  the  bladder,  a  woman  might  indeed 
perceive  fome  eminences,  but  could  never  be  able 
to  didinguifh  fome  parts  from  others,  as  w^e  are 
often  midaken  in  them,  even  when  we  touch  them 
without  the  interpofition  of  any  other  body.' 

Though  I  differ  from  Mauriceau  as  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  uterus^  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  it 

is 
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is  two  or  three  inches  thick,  but  only  that  its  thick- 
nefs  is  proportioned  to  its  ufe  ;  that  at  its  greateft 
fbate  of  extenfion,  it  has  as  much  thicknels  as  in 
its  natural  date  ;  that  this  thicknefs  is  greater  in  its 
fundus^  than  at  its  fore-parts,  and  that  all  uterush 
are  not  of  an  equal  thicknefs. 

I  have  always  found  by  diiTeffion,  that  the  uterus 
was  thicker  immediately  after  delivery  than  before, 
and  dill  thicker  two  days  after,  and  at  lad  draw¬ 
ing.  near  to  its  natural  date  towards  the  eighth 
day. 

I  have  thought  my felf  obliged  to  examine  what 
Mciuriceau  faid  about  the  date  of  the  uterus  during 
pregnancy  and  after  delivery^  before  I  treated  of 
the  pains  which  women  endure  after  being  brought 
to  bed,  being  able  from  thence  to  draw  the  caiife 
of  them. 

Thefe  pains  like  thofe  of  labour  are  both  owing 
to  contrablions  of  the  uterus^  with  this  difference, 
that  in  one  cafe  they  ferve  to  expel  the  child,  in 
this  the  which  after  every  pain  come  down 

in  greater  abundance  •,  thus  are  they  very  fervicea- 
ble  to  drain  the  uterus  of  all  the  humours  it  was 
•foaked  with  during  pregnancy.  Mod  women  have 
‘thefe  pains,  though  Tome  are  quite, free  froni  them, 
and  the-  greated  part  of  women  feel  nothing  of 
them  in  their  drd  lying-in. 

Tjiefe  pains  are  fometimes  fo  diarp,  that  women 
who  have  bore  their  labour  with  a  great  deal  of  pa¬ 
tience,  cannot  help  crying  out  with  thefe :  When 
there  is  a  neceOity,  all  I  do  is  to  adminider  a  gly- 
fter  ;  but  if  the  lochia  come  down  plentifully,  and 
the  belly  is  open,  I  leave  the  cure  to  time,  which 
happens  generally  in  two  or  three  days,  tho*  fome- 
times  not  till  the  feventh  or  eighth,  but  rarely  fo 
late  ;  after  which  they  leffen  by  (degrees. 

.  The  pains  brought  on  by  the  cholick,  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  lochia^  or  indammation  of  the  uterus^ 

L  i  are 
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are  very  different  from  thefe,  in  thofe  the  belly  is 
hard,  tenfe  and  painful,  and  cannot  bear  to  be 
touched,  thefe  complaints  are  all  wanting  here  ;  in 
thofe  the  pain  is  continual,  and  the  lochia  are  quite 
or  almoft  flopped  ;  here  the  pain  is  by  fits,  and 
the  lochia  come  down  plentifully,  efpecially  imme- 
diaredy  after  the  pain,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  the 
cholick. 

There  is  no  occafion  to  allow  a  particular  chap¬ 
ter  to  the  cholick  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  is 
relieved  by  glyflers  and  emollient  fomentations, 
or  in  their  flead  with  folded  napkins  dipt  in  warm 
milk,  and  applied  to  the  belly.  An  ounce  of  oil  of 
fweet  almonds  with  a  fpoonful  of  fyrop  of  maiden¬ 
hair,  is  a  very  good  remedy. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

Of  convulfionSy  vapours^  a72d  the  haemorrhoids, 

CONVULSIONS  after  delivery  are  occafioned 
fometimes  by  too  great  a  lofs  of  blood, 
and  fometimes  by  the  flopping  of  the  lochia  ;  in 
the  firfl  cafe,  all  we  can  do  is  to  repair  the  lois  of 
the  fluid  by  flrong  nouriihing  broths,  adminiflered 
in  fmall  quantities  and  often  repeated,  together  with 
gentle  glyflers:  When  they  proceed  from  the  other 
caufe,  the  method  of  cure  prefcribed  for  that  dif- 
order  mufl  be  followed. 

I  had  two  women  at  Cherbourg  that  were  always 
fubjedl  to  convulfions  after  delivery^  on  account  of 
exceffive  floodings.  I  advifed  them,  to  prevent  this 
misfortune,  to  bleed  as  foon  as  they  found  them- 
felves  breeding,  and  to  repeat  it  feveral  times  dur¬ 
ing  their  pregnancy,  as  alfo  to  take  a  gentle  purge 
once  a  month,  for  the  three  firfl  months :  One  was 
cured  by  this  method,  the  other  never  had  any 
more  children. 


Some 
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Some  women  are  thrown  into  hyfterick  fits  by 
mere  trifles  $  fomething  foreign  being  carried  to 
the  brain,  the  courfe  of  the  fpirits  is  diftnrbed^ 
they  flow  irregularly^’  the  different  parts  of  the 
body  are  no  longer  enabled  to  perform  their  func¬ 
tions^  a  fudden  flufliing  appears  upon  the  face  and 
on  the  whole  body^  and  difappears  again  like  light¬ 
ning  ;  the  v;hole  machine  is  in  a  tremor,  the  mind 
'is  difturbed^  refpiration  is  high  and  frequentj-fome- 
times  weak  and 'flow,  fbmetimes  they  cry,  fome- 
times  a  fort  of  lethargy  feizes  the  whole  body^ 

I  have  feen  women  who  have  been  thrown  into 
violent  fits  merely  by  forcing  them  to  keep  their 
hands  in  bed,  to  prevent  their  catching  cold  and 
injuring  the  breaft,  and  who  have  been  relieved 
immediately  upon  taking  them  out  of  bed  ;  but 
nothing  is  fo  apt  to  have  this  effecff,  as  ftrong  fmells 
either  good  or  bad. 

It  is  known,  that  the  uterus  defcends  to  favour 
the  intention  of  nature  in  the  wanton  plays  between 
a  man  and  a  woman,  where  to  prevent  breeding, 
every  thing  has  been  put  in  practice  but  penetration  5 
notwithffanding  which  women  are  fometimes  got 
with  child.  If  this  be  true,  why  may  not  the  uterus 
have  the  fame  difpofition  to  rife  upwards  to  partake 
of  an  agreeable  fmell  ?  and  in  this  adtion  ail  the 
contents  of  the  abdomen  are  raifed  up  againfl:  the 
diaphragm^  whereby  the  capacity  of  the  thorata  is 
leflened,  and  the  lungs  have  not  full  room  to 
play,  whereby  refpiration  becomes  irregular;  the 
ftomach  too  being  difturbed  by  thefe  motions,  com¬ 
municates  this  fenfe  of  irritation  to  the  ^efophagus^ 
whereupon  it  fwells  out,  and  forms  a  fort  of  a  lump 
which  feem  to  threaten  women  with  fuffocatioh, 
and  force  them  to  be  continually  trying  to  fwallow. 
This  lump  is  alfb  owing  to  the  fwelling  of  the 
mufcles  of  the  throat,  which  is  occafioned  by  the 
obftrudlion  the  whole  nervous  fyftem  undergoes. 

L  1  2  When 
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V7hen  the  fpirits  overcome  this  obdriidion, 
they  rufh  into  fome  parts  in  too  great  an  abun- 
dance,  and  irritate  them  'to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
bring  on  convullions. 

The  fenfes  are  fometimes  quite  gone,  and  the 
pulfe  is  fo  weak  and  langui fining,  that  life  feems  in 
danger  ;  however,  I  never  faw  any  one  die  in  thefe 
fits,  though  I  have  feen  people  labour  under  them 
to  the  greatefl:  exccfs. 

The  remedies  which  have  proved  beneficial 
to  me  in  thefe  cafes,  are  a  ferone:;  volatile  fpirit  oF 
fal  armoniac^  the  Jal,  fuccin,  the  confe5l.  hyacinth, 
glyfters  with  whey,  motherwort,  rue,  and  a  few 
ijrains  of  camohire  and  caftor. 

«j>  j. 

'  Observation  CCCXCI V. 

A  lady  whom  I  had  delivered  the  fixth  of  March 
1701,  merely  by  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance  com¬ 
ing  juft  as  far  as  her  chamber  door  with  a  nofegay 
of  jonquils  and  violets,  was  afflided  with  the  va¬ 
pours  the  whole  night,  and  with  the  head-ach  for 
three  days  after.  I  ordered  her  nothing  elfe  but 
gentle  glyfters,  by  which  means  fhe  was  cured. 

Observation  CCCXCV. 

A  lady  fix  days  after  I  had  delivered  her,  having 
a  mind  to  clean  herfelf,  took  a  cap  out  of  a  cheft 
of  drawers,  in  which  was  only  one  grain  of  mufk, 
and  (he  was  imeediately  ftruck  with  the  head-ach. 
I  was  fetched,  and  having  found  out  the  caufe,  I 
made  her  fhift  her  cap  and  every  thing  about  her, 
fmeli  to  a  little  fpirit  of  fal  armoniac^  and  take  a’fim- 
ple  glyfter,  The  head-ach  leffened  in  the  night, 
and  was  quite  gone  by  the  next  morning. 


O  B  s  E  R 
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Observation  CCCXCVI. 

Being  in  company  with  a  lady  whom  I  had  delu 
veredthe  twelfth  of  December  1708,  and  who  was 
perfectly  well,  the  converfation  fell  upon  feveral 
extravagant  things  that  had  been  faid  by  a  certain 
perfon  ;  we  were  all  joking  about  it,  but  this  lady 
more  particularly  than  all  the  reft  ;  there  having 
been  made  mention,  among  other  things,  of  fome 
threatenings  which  this  fame  perfon  had  made  a- 
gainft  her  hufband,  but  which  were  not  of  the 
leaft  confequence  however,  thefe  threats  ftruck 
her  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  ftie  was  feized  with  va¬ 
pours,  and  foon  with  the  ftrongeft  hyftericks ;  (he 
fainted  away,  v/as  in  a  manner  fuftocated,  with  con¬ 
tinual  endeavours  to  fwallow  ;  her  pulfe  rofe  and 
fell  in  an  inftant,  fo  that  when  I  came  I  could  make 
but  a  bad  prognoftick  of  the  illue  ;  however,  by 
making  her  fmell  to  fome  fpirit  of  Jal  armomac^ 
and  fwallow  a  few  drops  of  it,  ftie  came  to  herfelf, 
but  had  feveral  relapfes  till  next  morning :  As  ftie 
was  pretty  open,  I  ordered  her  a  glyfter  of  whey 
fimple,  my  intention  being  only  to  cool  and  re- 
frefti  her,  and  in  two  or  three  days  fhe  was  perfedly 
recovered. 

Reflexion.  .  , 

I 

Had  this  accident  happened  before  the  lochia 
were  fo  far  advanced,  it  might  have  been  of  bad 
confequence,  for  fhe  could  hardly  have  avoided 
being  choaked. 

Whether  a  woman  be  fubjed  to  the  hemorrhoids 
or  not,  fhe  feldom  efcapes  being  afftided  with 
them  in  her  lying-in ;  for  the  child  in  coming  into 
the  world  caufes  fo  great  an  irritation  and  inftam- 

L  1  3  matioFi 
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mation  to  thefe  parts,  that  it  is  foon  comrnunicated 
to  the  extremities  of  the  h^emorrhoidal  veins,  which 
fwell  and  become  painful^  and  in  fomc  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  are  forced  to  fit  up  in  a  chair  the 
very  day  they  are  brought  to  bed,  without  being 
^ble  to  lie  down  even  in  the  night.  Nothing  eafes 
thefe  pains  fooner  than  a  bath  made  of  milk,  which 
the  patient  is  to  fit  in,  or  a  large  decodlion  of 
emollient  herbs  and  feeds,  with  a  third  part  of 
milk,  which  is  to  be  put  in  a  proper  veflel  with  all 
the  ingredients,  and  covered  with  a  cloth,  on  which 
the  patient  is  to  fit  as  long  as  flie  can  well  bear. 
This  muft  be  often  repeated. 

I  make  ufe  of  an  ointment  made  of  populneum^ 
pyfter-fiiell  powder,  and  a  little  opium  diflblved  in 
water,  and  incorporated  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
This  is  either  ufed  as  a  liniment,  or  fpread  upon  a 
rag.  The  quantity  of  the  opium  is  but  half  a 
drachm  to  four  punces  of  the  ointment. 

I  had  a  lady  that  was  fo  troubled  with  the 
worrhoids^  that  fhe  applied  feveral  leaches  to  them, 
which  caufed  fuch  an  haemorrhage^  that  after  having 
tried  feveral  remedies  in  vain,  I  was  forced  to  ap¬ 
ply  a  button  of  vitriol.  Several  have  tried  the 
fame  remedy,  without  the  fame  accident,  but  I  have 
never  feen  it  do  any  good. 

There  was  an  old  "  man  of  the  parifh  of  l^anter 
ville^  who  ufed  to  cure  every  body  that  was  afflidled 
this  way.  I  got  leave  of  him  to  be  prefent  at  the 
operation.  A  man  that  had  the  piles  to  a  very  bad 
degree,  fent  for  him  *,  meeting  with  a  very  large 
one,  without  any  further  ceremony,  he  took  a  pair 
of  large  old  feiflars,  cut  it  off,  let  it  bleed  fome 
time,  and  then  fprinkled  it  with  oyfler-fhell  powr 
der.  This  is  his  remedy,  but  I  have  never  had 
the  pourage 
trpublefome 
thefe  cafes. 

CHAR 


to  put  it  in  pradlice,  for  fear  of  a 
haemorrhage^  as  has  often  happened  in 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

How  the  naveUftrmg  is  to  he  treated  when  tied 

too  tight ^  or  tore  off. 

I  HAVE  in  a  former  chapter  Ihewn,  that  the 
navel-ftring  ought  not  to  be  tied  either  too  near 
the  belly,  for  fear  of  an  inflammation,  nor  too  far 
off,  for  fcar  of  a  hernia  \  as  alfo  that  the  ligature 
fhould  be  neither  too  tight  nor  too  loofe.  I  will 
now  give  fome  examples  of  the  confequences  which 
have  followed  the  negledt  of  thefe  rules. 

O  B  S  E  R  V  AT  ION  CCCXCVII. 

A  child  of  a  friend  of  mine  having  had  the  na¬ 
vel-firing  tied  too  near  the  belly,  and  with  too 
fine  and  too  tight  a  ligature,  the  firing  itfelf  being 
but  very  fmall,  fell  off  the  next  day  clofe  to  the 
belly,  and  yielded  a  little  blood.  The  family  be¬ 
ing  alarmed,  fent  for  a  furgeon,  and  he  frighted 
at  the  novelty  of  the  accident,  and  apprehending 
a  more  confid enable  hemorrhage.,  called  in  others  *, 
and  they  all  together  overlooking  that  fine  maxim 
of  furgery,  that  we  ought  to  go  gradually,  from 
the  mod  fimpie  to  the  mofl:  compound  remedies, 
fell  to  work  with  the  crow’s-bill,  taking  up  with 
it  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  integuments,  together 
with  what  remained  of  the  root  of  the  firing,  and 
paffed  a  ligature  round  the  whole,  ufing  a  double 
knot,  that  they  might  tie  the  ligature  at  pleafure. 
By  this  means  they  fecured  the  bleeding,  but  killed 
the  child,  the  violence  of  the  pain  having  brought 
an  inflammation  and  gangrene  on  the  belly. 
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Reflexion. 

it  was  want  of  experience  more  than  the  reality^ 
of  the  danger,  that  drove  thefe  gentlemen  to  this 
rough  operation.  What  blood  came  away  was  fo 
inconfiderable,^  that  it  might  have  been  flopped  by 
the  fimpleft  remedies. 

Observation  CCCXCVIII. 

The  twenty-eighth  of  November  1699,  I  was 
fetched  by  two  o’  clock  in  the  morning  to  a  poor 
woman  that  lived  juft  by,  but  before  1  could  be 
with  her,  fhe  had  been  furprized  with  a  pain  whilft 
fhe  was  Handing,  which  had  expelled  .the  child, 
and  thrown  it  on  the  floor  *,  the  placenta  had  {laid 
behind,  and  the  navel-ftring  was  broke  clofe  to  the 
child’s  belly  \  there  was  not  a  ftngle  veflfel  to  be 
feen,  and  not  a  drop  of  blood  came  aw^ay  ;  it 
looked  more  like  a  deep  excoriation  than  any  thing 
elfe.  I  laid  on  a  doffil  of  lint  with  a  fticking  plai- 
fter,'  comprefs  and  bandage  over  the  whole,  and 
never  drefied  it  afterwards.  The  plaifter  fell  off, 
and  the  place  was  quite  healed. 

Observation  CCCXCIX, 

The  eighteenth  of  January  1705,  I  was  called 
to  a,  little  girl  three  years  old,  whofe  navel-ftring 
was  juft  fell  off,  and  it  had  bled  enough  to  wet  a 
fmall  comprefs  in  four  doubles.  I  treated  it  in  the 
manner  juft  mentioned,  and  it  was  well  in  feven  or 
fright  days  time. 


Ob  s  E  R- 
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Observation  CCCC. 

It  is  the  furgeon’s  bufinefs  to  obferve  which  way 
nature  inclines,  and  to  aGih:  her  accordingly.  I 
will  take  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  a  cafe  here, 
which  very  much  refembles  the  above-mentioned, 

A  little  boy  of  the  village  of  Barfieur^  being  at 
play  near  the  whe^l  of  a  mill,  and  going  too  near 
it  while  it  was  at  work,  was  caught  by  the  fleeve ; 
his  hand  and  arm  were  immediately  drawn  in  and 
torn  off  from  the  fhoulder  blade,  the  body  being 
too  big  to  follow.  The  hemorrhage  was  very  trifling, 
and  hopped  with  a  pledgit  of  dried  lint,  and  the 
child  was  cured  in  a  very  little  time,  without  there 
happening  any  fen  Able  exfoliation  to  the  fhoulder 
blade,  or  being  troubled  with  any  fungous  flefli. 
He  is  now  a  man  grown,  and  well  in  every  refped 
but  the  want  of  his  arm. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

AS  in  the  feven  years  fince  the  giving  up  of  my 
manufcript  to  be  printed,  I  have  met  with 
feveral  extraordinary  cafes  which  have  never  yet 
been  taken  notice  of  by  any  former  author,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  guilty  towards  mankind,  if  I  did  not 
make  publick  thofe  methods  which  I  found  fuccels- 
ful  in  them,  that  others  in  the  like  cafes  may  put 
them  in  pradlice. 

Observation  CCGCI. 

The  twenty-fecond  of  July  1-717,  pr.  Doucet  fent 
to  defire  me  to  go  to  a  farmer’s  wife  two  leagues 
off,  who  had  been  in  labour  ten  days  and  ten  nights, 
during  which  time  (he  had  not  the  leaft  reft,  and 
had  hardly  taken  any  nourifhment  j  the  waters  had 
been  gone  off  four  days,  and  the  child  had  not 
ftirred  for  three  days.  I  touched  her  and  found 
the  child^s  head  juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  paflage 
betwixt  the  bones,  without  being  in  the  leaft  en¬ 
gaged  *,  there  was  no  bad  fmell,  whence  I  made  a 
prognoftick  of  the  child’s  life.  I  immediately 
placed  her  in  a  proper  fituation,  introduced  my 

hand 
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hand  by  the  fide  of  the  head, ’which  I  firft  pufhed 
back  a  little,  and  got  it  into  the  uterus^  where  I 
foon  got  hold  of  the  child’s  feet,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  delivery.  The  mother,  notwithftanding  the 
length  and  fatigue  of  this  labour  was  up  again  in  a 
few  days.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  bring¬ 
ing  av/ay  the  placenta,,  which  was  not  one  third  fa 
thick  as  ufual,  but  merely  membranous,  of  about 
the  thicknefs  of  a  child’s  diaphragm  *,  it  not  only 
adhered  to  ,  the  bottom  of  the  uterus^  but  to  its 
whole  circumference  ;  fo  that  a  young  pradlitioner 
would  hardly  have  believed  that  any  placenta  at  all 
was  left  behind. 

Reflexion. 

/ 

Former  authors  would  call  mv  conducf  in  this 

* 

affair  being  lavifh  of  a  remedy,  but  the  fuccefs  of 
it,  ought  to  encourage  us  to  try  fomething,  even  in 
the  moft  defperate  cafes. 

As  I  got  hold  of  the  feet  of  this  child  in  the 
uterus  itfelf,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  place  the  face 
right,  and  fave  myfelf  the  trouble  of  turning  the 
child  in  bringing  it  into  the  world. 

« 

Observation  CCCCII. 

The  twenty-ninth  of  June  1718,  a  lady  whom 
I  had  already  delivered  in  three  births  againif  na¬ 
ture,  fent  me  word  to  come  to  her  if  I  was  at  lei- 
fure,  I  found  her  with  flight  remote  pains  •,  the 
waters  began  to  gather,  and  the  child’s  head  was 
fo  little  advanced  in  the  vagina,,  that  it  was  all  I 
could  do  to  touch  it :  Things  being  in  this  condi¬ 
tion,  I  went  about  my  other  bufinefs,  and  had  even 
time  to  reft  that  night  without  being  difturbed.  I 
faw  her  early  the  next  morning,  without  finding 
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any  other  alteration ;  fhe  was  exceeding  faint  all 
that  day,  the  night  paffed  as  the  foregoing  ftill 
with  flight  remote  pains-,  the  child  fhewed  itfelf 
llrong  by  its  motions,  and  all  I  could  do  was  to 
advife  her  to  take  fome  nourilhment  to  keep  up 
her  flrength.  The  third  day  in  the  afternoon  fhe 
was  recovering  from  a  convulfion  fit  'when  I  came 
•  to  her,  and  immediately  fell  into  another,  and  then 
a  third  the  child  was  ftill,  as  before,  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  vagina^  and  as  it  v/as  impoftible  it 
fhould  come  into  the  world  without  the  help  of 
ftrong  continual  pains,  which  were  very  unlikely 
to  happen*,  her  ftrength  leftening  more  and  more, 
I  refolved  upon  delivering  her,  and  without  lofing 
time  in  fixing  her  in  a  proper  fituation,  I  only  got 
Ibme  women  that  were  prefent  to  aflift  me,  and  in¬ 
troduced  my  hand  along  the  vagina  to  the  entrance 
of  the  uterus  ;  I  eafily  dilated  the  os  tincie^  opened 
the  membranes^  and  let  out  the  waters  ;  ^  I  after¬ 
wards  carried  my  hand  by  the  fide  of  the  head 
into  the  uterus^  where  I  foon  found  the  feet  of  the 
child,  who  was  fo  ftrong  and  vigorous,  that  I  was 
not  able  to  hold  them,  whence  the  delivery  was  re¬ 
tarded  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Never  did  a  child  come  into  the  world  in  better 
health,  notwithftanding  what  the  mother  had  gone 
through.  I  left  her  afterwards  in  a  very  good 
way,  to  go  to  a  lady  of  quality  twenty  leagues  off, 
where  I  heard  of  her  death. 

Reflexion. 

K 

I  never,  in  all  the  times  that  I  have  been  forced 
to  feek  for  the  feet  in  the  uterus,  met  with  fo  ftrong; 
a  child  as  this ;  for  when  I  thought  I  had  the  beft 
hold  of  its  feet,  it  drew  them  out  of  my  hands  one 
after  another  with  a  furprizing  quicknefs. 


This 
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This  lady’s  death  was  occafioned  by  a  piece  of 
news  being  indifcreetly  brought  her,  which  at  any 
other  time  would  have  been  of  no  confequence,  but 
proved  fatal  at  that  jundlure  *,  for  a  woman  in  the 
beginning  of  lying-in,  having  undergone  a  great 
lofs  of  blood  and  fpirits,  has  not  flrength  enough 
left  her  to  bear  the  commotion  which  is  caufed  in 
her  by  the  leaft  difagreeable  news,  or  even  by  that 
which  is  agreeable  j  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  is 
thrown  into  a  ferment,  the  lochia  are  flopped  there¬ 
by,  and  an  inflammation  brought  on  the  uterus^  with 
all  its  fatal  confequences. 

An  incontinence  of  urine  remaining  after  labour 
is  often  imputed  to  the  fault  of  the  furgeon,  but 
very  wrongfully,  as  it  is  rather  a  wonder  that  all 
women  are  not  afflidled  with  it  after  lingering  cafes 
than  that  this  accident  happens  to  fome. 

Observation  CCCCIII. 

The  third  of  September  1715,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  waggoner’s  wife  of  the  parifh  of  ^amerville.  She 
had  been  three  days  in  labour  with  the  fharpeft  and 
mofl  frequent  pains,  which  had  notwithflanding 
been  unable  to  force  out  the  child’s  head,  which 
was  locked  in  the  paflage  through  its  extreme  big- 
nefs,  as  I  conjedtured  from  the  monflrous  fize  of 
her  belly.  As  the  head  was  very  far  advanced,  I 
imagined  I  fhould  foon  be  able  to  put  an  end  to 
the  delivery.  The  hairy  fcalp  being  extremely 
thickened  by  the  comprefTion  the  head  had  under¬ 
gone  for  three  days,  I  firfl  laid  bare  a  pretty  large 
piece  of  the  cranium.,  then  plunged  my  feiffars  thro’ 
it  into  the  brain,  and  opened  the  (banks  to  make 
the  opening  larger,  by  breaking  part  of  the  bones*, 

I  by  that  means  brought  away  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  coronal  and  parietale  bones,  and  emptied  the 
'brain  :  I  then  tried  to  get  a  good  bold  in  the  infide 

of 
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of  the  cranhim  to  bring  away  the  head,  but  was  not 
able  to  make  it  ftir  in  the  lead,  whereupon  I  broke 
away  as  much  of  the  cranium  as  I  could :  Finding 
no.  great  difficulty  in  this  work,  and  leaving  very 
little  of  the  coronal^  parietale  and  occipital  bones,  I 
began  then  to  pull  afrefh  *,  but  as  this  could  not  be 
done  without  violent  and  continual  druggies,  on  a 
fudden  my  hands  became  paralytick,  fo  that  I  was 
unable  even  to  button  my  waidcoat ;  this  obliged 
me  to  go  home  to  red  myfelf,  till  my  drength 
Hiould  return.  The  next  day,  led  the  fam  accident 
fhould  befal  me,  I  carried  young  Mr.  Des  Rofiers 
along  with  me,  with  two  of  his  crotchets^  (having 
had  none  by  me  for  thirty  years  pad.)  We  found 
the  woman  in  good  heart,  and  things  exa61;ly  in  the 
fame  date  I  had  left  them  the  day  before  :  Having 
placed  her  conveniently,  I  gave  Mr.  Des  Rofiers 
leave  to  do  what  he  thought  proper  with  his  crot¬ 
chets  \  but  the  head,  though  fo  much  leflened  in 
its  bulk,  filled  neverthelefs  the  vagina  fo  exadlly, 
that  he  v/as  not  able  to  find  any  place  where  to 
get  a  good  hold  for  his  crotchet ;  this  forced  me  to 
put  my  hand  to  work  again,  notwithdanding  the 
danger  there  was  of  my  falling  into  the  fame  did 
order  as  before  *,  but  my  labour  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  by  means  of  two  figners  which  I  Aid  under  the 
chin,  I  drew  it  out ;  after  which  my  aflidant  took 
hold  of  the  neck  to  bring  away  the  body,  but 
could  not  compafs  it  with  all  his  drength,  though 
he  tried  feveral  times ;  the  fhoulders  were  fo  large 
that  I  could  by  no  means  bring  them  out  with  my 
fingers  pafled  under  the  axillas :  At  lad  we  joined 
our  drength,  and  by  pulling  in  concert,  we  per¬ 
formed  the  extraction,  without  tearing  away  the 
head  from  the  body,  though  a  much  gentler  ufage 
is  often  able  to  do  it.  This  child  was  the  larged 
I  ever  faw  ;  it  weiged  feventeen  pounds,  befides  the 
bones  and  brain  which  I  had  taken  away  the  day 

before ; 
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before  ;  whereas  the  largeft  children  weigh,  for 
the  moft  part,  but  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds.  The 
placenta  was  alfo  exceeding  large.  We  left  the  wo¬ 
man  much  better  than  we  could  have  expefled,  and 
Ihe  was  up  again  in  twelve  days  time. 

Reflexion. 

Luckily  for  this  v/oman,  flie  had  no  pains  during 
all  the  time  that  1  was  forced  to  leave  her,  which 
was  above  twenty  hours,  and  by  that  means  re¬ 
covered  flrength  to  enable  her  to  go  through  the 
remaining  part  of  the  work. 

I  imagined  that  I  Ibould  have  found  this  child 
quite  rotten  the  next  day,  as  I  have  feen  it  happen 
to  feveral  others  in  the  fame  circumftances  but, 
contrary  to  my  expedation,  it  had  contracfed  no 
worfe  frnell  than  the  day  before. 

There  is  no  wonder  that  the  vagina  and  entrance 
of  the  pelvis  fhould  be  fo  filled,  notwithifanding 
the  bones  and  brain  1  had  got  away  the  day  before, 
for  both  the  parts  of  the  woman  and  the  hairy 
fcalp  of  the  child  which  covered  what  remained  of 
the  head,  muft  be  prodigioufly  fwelled  after  the 
long  ftay  the  child  had  made  in  the  paffage  ;  be- 
lides,  the  maxilla  fuperior,  and  thofe  bones  which 
form  the  bads  of  the  fkull  vcere  not  in  the  lead  di- 
minifhed  by  what  I  had  taken  a.way. 

The  exorbitant  fize  of  the  child  was  what  enabled 
the  neck  to  bear  the  violent  pulls  we  gave  it. 

This  woman  fuffered  no  excoriation,-  nor  the 
lead  fever  in  her  lying-in,  and  has  fince  had  two 
very  happy  deliveries. 

In  breaking  away  the  bones  to  enlarge  the  open¬ 
ing  of  tile  cranium.,  the  pieces  of  bones  are  tore 
away  from  the  fcalp,  leaving  it  behind,  and  by 
that  means  the  rough  edges  of  the  remaining  bones 
are  covered,  and  the  hand  free  from  any  danger 
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bf  being  hurt  in  pulling  away  the  head,  and  the 
parts  of  the  woman  being  fo  tore,  as  is  without  any 
grounds  imagined  by  former  writers. 

Observation  CCCCIV. 

The  twelfth  of  July  1718,  my  affiftance  was  de- 
iired  for  a  plowman’s  wife  of  the  parilh  of  Huher- 
ville^  that  had  been  in  labour  feveral  days.  The 
external  labia  w^ere  hard  and  exceffively  (welled  ; 
and  the  child’s  head  v/as  ftill  above  the  bones,  which 
form  the  entry  of  the  pelvis.  Finding  myfelf  able 
to  carry  my  finger  round  the  head  with  a  great 
deal  of  eafe,  I  attempted  to  pufli  up  and  turn  ; 
but  the  uterus  prefied  fo  intimately  upon  the  child, 
that  after  feveral  ufelefs  attempts,  I  was  forced  to 
abandon  my  work.  I  was  now  conffrained  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  opening  of  the  cranium^  which  con- 
fidering  the  diflance  of  the  head,  and  the  bad  date 
the  vagina  was  in  by  the  midwife’s  over-haflinefs, 
was  no  lefs  hard  a  taflc  than  the  other  ;  but  recol- 
ledling  what  fervice  had  been  done  me  by  a  black- 
fmith’s  pinchers  in  a  like  cafe,  I  fent  home  for  my 
large  fciffars,  and  two  pair  of  the  largeft  forceps  I 
ufe  in  cutting  for  the  flone  :  I  made  as  large  an 
opening  as  I  could  in  the  cranium  with  the  fciflars* 
then  paffed  in  a  pair  of  forceps,  fixing  one  branch 
in  the  infide  of  the  flcull,  and  the  other  on  the 
outfide,  taking  hold  of  part  of  the  parietale  and 
occipital  bone,  which  on  account  of  its  folidity  I 
could  better  depend  upon  j  and  at  the  firft  pull 
brought  put  the  head  to  the  external  entrance  of 
the  vagina^  and  at  the  fecond  out  as  far  as  the  flioul- 
ders,  and  finifhed  the  whole  v/ith  as  little  trouble 
as  if  the  labour  had  been  natural,  I  then  brought 
away  placenta.  The  woman  was  very  ill  for  fix 
or  feven  days,  but  got  up  again  perfedly  well  in 
h  month’s  time. 


M  m 
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I  took  proper  care  of  the  contufed  and  lacerated 
parts,  to  prevent  any  mortification,  and  any  fub- 
iequent  adhefion. 

Reflexion. 

The  crotchet  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  could  be  of 
no  fervlce,  as  it  Would  be  impoflible  to  get  a  good 
hold,  neither  is  the  opening  of  the  fkull  unattended 
with  difficulties,  for  after  emptying  away  the  brains, 
the  fingers  are  fo  hipped  and  fqueezed  in  bringing 
away  the  flcull  between  the  bones  of  it,  (which  by 
the  narrownefs  of  the  paflage  are  preffed  together) 
that  the  operator  cannot  go  on  in  his  work  ;  but 
the  forceps  remedy  this  inconvenience,  and  are 
preferable  to  any  other  inftrument,  as  we  are  able 
by  their  means  to  get  hold  of  what  bones  we  pleafe, 
and  of  feveral  at  a  time,  we  may,  if  we  find  it 
neceflary,  ufe  two  pair  of  forceps  at  once.  The 
forceps  threaten  neither  patient  nor  operator  with 
lacerations  %  and  the  fmall  fpace  which  one  branch 
of  it  takes,  fecures  the  bladder  from  any  injury. 

Observation  CCCCV. 

I 

The  fixth  of  May  1716,  a  plowman’s  wife  of 
Montaign  came  to  confult  me  about  a  diford er  that 
had  remained  on  her  ever  fince  her  lying-in.  Upon 
examining  her  I  found  that  the  parts  had  been  very 
much  tore  and  lacerated  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the 
midwife,  and  after  the  falling  away  of  the  floughs 
had  been  fuffered  to  cohere,  a  loofe  fpongy  flefh 
extended  itfelf  from  the  nymph^e  a  little  below  the 
clitoris  to  the  lower  part  of  the  mlva^  covering  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra^  the  urine  exuded  through  it, 
drop  by  drop,  fo  that  it  took  her  a  whole  hour, 
morning  and  night,  to  perform  this  work  :  The 
entrance  of  the  vagina  v/as  utterly  unperceivable. 
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I  ordered  her  to  be  bled  and  purged  'to  pre¬ 
pare  her  body,  and  eight  days  after  I  went  to  her, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Cofquet^  who  had  ferved  his 
time  with  me.  I  began  by  forcing  in  my  probe 
at  the  place  where  the  flefhy  fubftance  feemed  the 
loofeft,  and  through  which  the  water  made  its  way 
by  drops ;  I  pafled  it  upwards  as  high  as  the  clito^ 
ris^  and  fubftituted  in  its  room  a  diredor,  then  Aid 
my  knife  in  the  groove,  and  at  once  cut  the  fpongy 
fubftance  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  The 
urine,  which  I  had  made  her  keep  in  on  purpofe, 
gufhed  forth  immediately  upon  her  (training.  The 
entrance  of  the  vagina  being  covered  by  a  fubftance 
which  had  very  little  confilience,  I  run  my  knife 
gently  into  it,  holding  the  back  of  it  towards  the 
anus^  and  pufhing  in  my  finger  as  I  cut ;  by  which 
means  J  foon  reached  the  extremity  of  the  adhe- 
fion.  I  ufed  nothing  but  pledgits  dipped  in  bran¬ 
dy,  ^^nd  (he  was.perfedly  well  in  eight  days. 

OsSERyAXION  CCCCVI. 

The  itwelfd)  of  July  1720,  a  young  woman  came 
to  me  from  the  town  of  Herteville^  with  a  coherence 
pf  the  vagina  occafioned  by  the  reafons  above-men- 
,tipned.  The  orifice  of  the  urethra  not  being  ob- 
ftruded,  I  pafled  my  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and 
a  finger  into  the  anus^  and  by  making  them  ad 
one  againft  another,  1  made  myfelf  mailer  of  the 
depth  of  the  coherence,  which  was  very  confidera- 
ble  and  attended  with  a  very  great  callofity  ;  I  ne- 
verthelefs  fixed  a  day  for  the  operation,  and  took 
young  Mr.  Hanouel  along  with  me.  I  pafled  the 
catheter  into  the  bladder,  (v/hich  I  gave  him  to 
hold)  and  a  finger  of  my  left  hand  into  the  anuSy 
and  conduded  in  my  lancet,  its  blade  being  nrft 
fecured,  very  gently  as  deep  as  I  thought  proper  •, 
after  which  I  took  my  finger  out  of  the  anus^  anej 

Mm2  .  pafled 
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paired  it  into  the  opening  which  I  had  juft  made, 
to  lee  whether  I  had  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
coherence,  but  iinding  that  I  was  not  yet  got  to 
the  bottom,  I  kept  pufhing  in  my  lancet,  following 
at  the  fame  time  with  my  finger,  which  I  kept 
near  its  point  till  I  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
coherence,  which  I  dilated  on  every  fide  as  much 
as  poftible,  and  drefled  up  with  a  large  dry  tent  of 
lint,  and  applied  a  comprefs  wrung  out  of  an  emok 
lient  decoftion  over  it ;  the  next  day  1  covered  the 
tent  with  the  img,  alth.  with  a  view  to  procure  the 
fuppuration  of  the  wound,  and  by  that  means  foften 
and  relax  the  vagina  \  but  eight  days  after  fee  grew 
uneafy  at  being  fo  long  from  home,  and  infifted 
on  going  away  :  I  gave  her  drefiings  along  with 
her,  but  heard  nothing  of  her  for  fix  weeks,  when 
I  learnt  that  the  opening  remained  fo  fmall,  that 
fee  was  incapable  of  matrimony  *,  the  whole  ad¬ 
vantage  fee  reaped  from  the  operation  was  getting 
a  free  difcharge  for  the  menfes^  which  otherwife 
never  could  have  made  their  way  out. 

Observation  CCCCVIL 

The  third  of  Otioher  1719,  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  who  had  been  in  labour  five  days ;  her  pains 
had  been  excefiive  ftrong,  notv/ithftanding  which 
the  head  of  the  child  which  prefented  quite  right, 
was  not  in  the  leaft  ennar-'ed  between  the  bones :  I 
tried,  but  in  vain,  to  pafs  my  hand  by  the  head 
to  feek  for  the  feet  *,  whereupon  (there  being  all 
pofiible  figns  of  the  child’s  death)  I  opened  the 
cranium  with  my  fcifiars,  and  fixed  a  pair  of  for¬ 
ceps  on  each  fide,  one  feank  of  each  forceps  in  the 
infide  of  the  cranium^  and  the  other  on  the  outfide, 
and  brought  out  the  head  at  the  very  firft  pull ;  the 
the  cuticle  rubbed  off  eafily  all  over  the  body.  I 
brought  away  tht  placenta^  which  was  of  a  greenifli 

brown. 
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brpwn,  and  very  adhering.  The  wonaan  fufFered 
violent  pains  for  fome  days,  then,  remained  very 
je_^fy. 

\ 

Reflexion. 

The  waters  having  been  gone  off  four  days 
made  me  apprehend  more  difficulty  in  bringing 
away  this  child,  which  engaged  me  to  ufe  two  pair 
of  forceps  inftead  of  one. 

Observation  CCCCVIII. 

I 

The  fourteenth  of  July  1717,  I  was  befpoke  to 
attend  the  lady  of  ....  in  her  labour^  which  was  to 
happen  in  January,  She  is  the  the  fmalleft  woman 
I  ever  delivered  in  my  life,  being  obliged  to  have  a 
ftool  to  reft  her  feet  upon  when  ffie  is  fitting  at  ta¬ 
ble.  She  fuffered  fome  flight  pains  for  two  days,  then 
the  waters  came  away  without  their  encreafing  till 
the  day  after;  I  then  more  narrowly  enquired  into 
the  fituation  of  the  child,  who  prefented  the  head, 
but  ftiil  very  high  :  I  took  notice,  that  upon  forcing 
my  finger  round  it,  it  turned  about  as  a  ball  that 
is  fixed  on  a  plvet ;  whence  I  concluded  that  the 
Jargenefs  of  the  fhoulders  w^ere  as  inftrumental  to 
the  difficulty  of  the  labour^  as  that  of  the  head.  The 
pains  came  on  fometimes  very  ftrong,  then  went 
off  again  ;  things  remained  in  the  fame  condition 
to  the  fourth  day,  when  the  pains  encreafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  force  juft  the  fuperficies  of 
the  head  between  the  bones ;  her  belly  was  become 
fo  hard  and  painful  that  fhe  could  not  even 
bear  her  fliiff:  upon  it,  which  forced  me  to  form  a 
fort  of  pit  in  the  bed  for  her  hips  to  go  in,  and 
make  her  lie  fomewhat  eafier ;  a  loofenels  and  al- 
moft  total  fuppeffion  of  urine  came  on.  I  began 
now  td^  'defpair  of  the  affiftance  of  nature  ;  and 

being 
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being  near  Caen^  got  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Dudcight 
an  eminent  phyfician,  left  the  blame  ftiould  be 
thrown  upon  me,  in  cafe  I  fliould  have  ufed  any 
extraordinary  method  and  the  lady  had  died.  I 
fixed  the  crotchet  upon  the  vertexy  bur,  as  I  expedled, 
I  loft  my  hold,  bringing  away  at  the  fame  time 
a  piece  of  the  fkull  *,  this  mads  room  for  the  in- 
trodudllon  of  the  forceps,  with  which  I  brought 
away  the  child  at  the  firft  pull ;  it  was  exceeding 
large,  and  had  been  dead  two  or  three  days,  as 
might  be  judged  more  from  the  loolenefs  of  the 
cuticle  than  from  the  ftepch,  which  was  very  incon- 
fiderable. 

‘  By  the  doctor’s  care  and  mine,  the  lady  was  fo 
well  in  twelve  days  time,  that  I  had  liberty  to  take 
my  leave. 

Observation  CCCCIX. 

The  fixth  of  March  1717,  I  met  with  a  fixa¬ 
tion  which  no  author  has  yet  taken  notice  of  5  that 
of  the  child’s  prefenting  the  feet  and  buttocks  with 
the  face  upwards.  The  woman  had  been  three 
days  in  labour^  and  when  I  came  to  her,  I  found 
the  feet  prefenting  with  the  toes  towards  the  wo¬ 
man’s  belly  ;  I  got  hold  of  them,  and  pulled  very 
hard,  but  did  not  make  the  child  ftir  in  the  leaft ; 
This  made  me  fufpedt  fomething  extraordinary  j 
whereupon  I  Aid  my  hand  under  the  feet  along  the 
vagina^  and  met  with  the  buttocks,  which  by  keep¬ 
ing  the  knees  bent,  clofed  the  paffage  fo  exadly, 
that  I  fhould  fooner  have  broke  the  .legs  and  thighs 
of  this  child  than  got  it  out  before  I  had  altered  its 
fixation  5  without  letting  the  feet  go,  I  puflied 
back  the  buttocks,  and  the  child  came  out  with  all 
the  eafe  imaginable,  with  the  ufual  precautions. 


O  B  s  E  R- 
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Observation  CCCCX. 

The  eigth  of  September  17:0,  I  was  called  to  a 
young  woman,  whofe  ftrength  was  quite  exhaufted 
by  the  length  of  her  labour.  The  child  prefented 
both  hands,  which  almoft  filled  the  pafiage,  but 
did  not  prevent  me  from  pafiing  my  hand  between 
them  by  which  means  I  found  that  the  (boulders 
immediately  followed  the  hands,  and  hindered 
them  from  coming  further  out,  as  they  v/ould  have 
done  if  the  bread  had  prefented  with  them  :  This 
fituation  was  fo  new  to  me,  that  I  could  hardly 
believe  what  I  felt  •,  I  made  (bift  to  get  two  fin¬ 
gers  by  the  fide  of  one  of  the  (boulders  to  the  head, 
to  try  whether  I  could  any  ways  get  at  the  feet ; 
but  my  intention  was  to  no  purpofe,  having  found 
it  impradicable  either  to  get  my  hand  higher,  or 
to  pufb  up  the  fhoulders  in  the  lead  ;  however,  I 
reaped  fome  benefit  from  this  attempt,  for  the  ir¬ 
ritation  caufed  by  my  hand  awakened  the  pains, 
and  fdrred  them  up  to  fiich  a  degree,  that  taking 
notice  of  the  child’s  having  made  fome  motion,  I 
found  means  to  introduce  my  other  hand,  and  to 
get  my  middle  finger  under  the  arm-pit  \  by  this 
fmall  help,  and  her  own  endeavours  at  the  fame 
time,  the  child  came  forth  in  this  fituation,  tho’  iii' 
all  appearance  fo  contrary  to  reafon  and  experience. 
The  child  and  placenta  were  quite  rotten.  The 
mother  went  to  fleep  foon  after,  and  fuffered  fo 
little  in  her  lying-in,  that  (be  got  up  again  in  a  few 
days. 


Observation  CCCCXI. 

In  the  month  of  July  1719,  a  furgeon  of  Va- 
lognes  being  fent  for  to  a  captain’s  lady,  of  the  pa¬ 
ri  fit  of  Letre.^  found  her  half  delivered  when  he 

came  ; 
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that  is,  the  body  was  come  away,  and  the  head 
left  behind.  He  tried  for  a  long  tirne  to  get  it 
out,  but  at  laft  the  womaa  found  herfelf  fo  ex- 
haufted,  that  fhe  chofe  rather  to  die  than  buy 
life  at  the  expence  of  any  more  torments  ;  upon 
this  he  went  to  bed,  and  the  firft  news  that  was,, 
told  him  in  the  morning,  was  that  the  head  was 
come  out  by  the  mere  affiftance  of  nature,  a  thing 
he  never  could  have  believed  if  he  had  not  been 
an  eye-witnefs  himfelf. 

Reflexio^j. 

No  one  but  he  that  is  experienced  in  deliveries 
can  imagine  what  difficulty  there  is  in  extra6ling  a 
head  from  the  uterus  that  is  feparated  from  the 
body  j  the  glairy  humour  it  is  furrounded  with, 
makes  it  fo  flippery  that  the  operator  cannot  hold 
it  fteady  enough  to  hx  any  inftrument  to  it. 

Mr.  Anmn  propofes  his  net  on  thefe  occafions, 
Mr.  Mauriceau  his  fillet ;  the  firft  I  never  ufed, 
the  laft  I  have  tried  to  ufe  feveral  times,  but  with^ 
out  fuccefs,  owing  perhaps  to  my  want  of  dexte¬ 
rity  ;  however,  if  I  was  now  to  meet  with  a  cafe 
of  this  nature,  I  ftiould  make  no  difficulty  of  ufing 
the  forceps,  being  well  aflured  of  meeting  fuccefs 
from  them. 
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